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LOI GIOI THIEU

Tap sach “Ho So Mdt 1963 - Tir cdc nguon Tai lidu ciia
Chinh phit Mj” niy ra doi c6 hai muc dich:

Thir nhat 1a dé gidi thiéu véi quang dai doc gia mot ngudn
tai liéu tham ctru ctia chinh phu My, ky ty 1a FRUS, vbn kha
quen thude véi gidi nghién ctru nhung lai van con xa la voi doc
gid Viét Nam binh thuong khi mubn tim hiéu vé nhiing bién
dong lich str trong thap nién 1960’ cua nudc ta.

Thir nhi 14 thong qua ngudn tai liéu d6 dé trinh bay mot s6
phat hién moi, vén khong duoc da sb gidi nghién ciru ngudi
Viét hai ngoai khai thac va pho bién, thim chi con bi mét sb
“nha binh luan” xuyén tac va ngd nhan, vé nhiing gi da thuc sy
X4y ra tai mién Nam Viét Nam trong nim 1963.

Do d6, tir “Mdr” trong tiéu dé tap sach 1a chi dé cho quéang
dai doc gia chua biét dén hodc c6 biét dén nhung khong chiu sur
dung, nguon tai liéu ndy ma th6i. Tu nay, hy vong rang moi doc
gia déu c6 thé tiép can tryc tiép nguén FRUS dé bo tic cho
nhiing nhan dinh cia minh dugc trung thyc va chinh xac hon.

**k*

Tap sach nay gom 26 tai liéu, trong d6 hon 80%, 21 tai
ligu, 1a cua chinh pha My. Nhitng van ban nay cua chinh pha
(Cong dién, Ban Ghi nhg, Dién tin, Phuc trinh, ...) gdm 12 tai
liéu, hon 57%, di 1a cia Bo Ngoai Giao My dudi ky tu viét tat
FRUS. 9 tai liéu con lai 1a caa Toa Bach Oc (Cuc An Ninh
Quéc Gia NSA), Bo Québc Phong (Pentagon Papers), CIA (tai
Sai Gon va tai Langley), va tir Thuong Vién (Select Committee
to Study Governmental Operations).

Con 5 tai liéu khéng c6 ngudn gdc tir chinh pha My 1a

7



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

Phuc trinh A/5630 ciia Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc; mot
doan trong Death of A Generation cua Howard Jones von 1a
mot tic pham ciing sir dung rat nhidu ngudn tai liéu cua chinh
pha My. Ngoai ra, con c6 mét trich doan trong C_UOn Viét Nam
Nhan Chitng cia Trung Tuéng Tran Vin Doén, ké lai dém tong
tan céng chua 20-8-1963 ma 6ng vira 1a tac nhan vira 1a ching
nhan khién maot tai liéu cua CIA da phai ddc biét nhic dén; va
mot bai viét két luan tong hop cua tac gia Tam Diéu vé Pht
gi4o va cugc Chinh bién 1-11-1963 théng qua cé4c tai liéu cua
chinh phu My.

Xin duoc c6 vai 16i vé 1y do tai sao ching ti lai sir dung
dén hon 57% tai lieu FRUS cua B Ngoai Giao My cho tap
sach nay.

FRUS, ky tu viét tat caa cum tir Foreign Relations of the
United States, la mot tap hop cac tai liéu lich sur chinh thac lién
hé dén cac quyét dinh quan trong trong chinh sach ngoai giao
cua My da dwoc giai mat va bién tap dé cong bd (The Foreign
Relations of the United States series is the official documentary
historical record of major U.S. foreign policy decisions that
have been declassified and edited for publication). Nhiing tai
liu niy do Vin phong St gia (Office of the Historian) thuoc
Bo Ngoai giao soan thao va chiu trach nhiém xuat ban, va do So
An loat Chinh phu (Government Printing Office) in an phat
hanh. Tap hop tai li¢u do s6 nay bat dau tir cac bién ¢ ngoai
giao tir thoi chinh quyén cua Tong théng Abraham Lincoln
(1861) cho dén ngay nay.

Riéng tai liéu lién hé dén Viét Nam dudi nhiém ky Tong
théng Kennedy thi gom 4 Tap, phu dai thoi gian 3 nam tir 1961
dén 1963. Hai tap cudi cung, Tap Il va Tap IV, duoc phat
hanh vao nam 1991 va duoc pho bién Online trong khéng gian
Internet vao dau thién nién 2000.

boc gia nguoi Viét ¢ hai ngoai, ngay ca & My, ciing it
nghe no6i dén kho tai liéu d6 s6 va quy gia da duoc giai mat kha
day du va dé dang truy cap Online nay. Chi mot s6 nha nghién
ctru nghiém tdc 1a biét tir rat som vé FRUS va da khai thac rat
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hiéu qua dé tai khang dinh va/hoic hiéu dinh lai mot s6 bién cb
/ luan diém ma trong qua khir da khong hodc chua dugc biéu dat
rd rang.

Xin dan cir truong hop vé hai bai viét c6 lién quan dén ché
d6 Ngo6 binh Diém chi vai nam sau khi FRUS duogc Ién Online:
Cach day hon 10 nam, trong bai viét “Toan Tr; va Ngoai
Thugc” vao thang 5 nam 2003, gido su Cao Huy Thuan & Phép
da str dung 50 ngudn trich din tir FRUS trong téng s6 53 cudc
chi cua 6ng.! Con trong tiéu luan cong phu “‘Phién Cong’
trong Dinh Gia Long”, hoan thanh vao thang 8 cling nam 2003,
ticn 1 Chinh Dao Vil Ngw Chiéu & My da sir dung 49 tham
chiéu tir FRUS trong tong so6 149 cudc chu cua 6ng.

S¢ di FRUS dat dugc do tin cay kha cao, do d6 muc su
dung kha nhiéu, trong c&c cong trinh nghién cuu la vi ba ly do:

(i) NOi chung, FRUS la nhirng tai liéu mat hoac tuyét mat
(TOP SECRET) duoc trao doi gii han gitra mot sb it
gidi chirc hanh phép rat cao cap caa My. Noi dung cua
nhing tai liéu nay thuong duoc lam co s¢ hoac cong
Cu dé thlet lap chinh sach hoic ké hoach hanh dong
cap qudc gia, nén do trung thuc va tinh chinh xac cua
tai liéu, du co loi hay c6 hai cho chinh quyén My, déu
ludn ludn dugc ngudi soan thao tai liéu cé gang gitr o
muc toi da;

(ii) Co ché van hanh Check and Balance (Kiém soét va
Quan binh) caa chinh pha My [va sau nay véi viéc ban
hanh Freedom of Information Act nim 1966 (Pao luat
vé Quyén ty do tiép can Thdng tin)] cho phép hai
nganh Lap phap va Tu phap ciing nhu bat Ky nguoi
dan nao, sém hay muon, ciing truy ctru dugc théng tin
cua chinh phu. Tham chi néu can, c6 thé xin toa an can
thiép (subpoena) dé dugc tiép can tai liéu. Vi biét rd
va vi lam viéc trong khung nguyén tic d6 tir 1au nén
trong qua trinh hinh thanh cac tai liéu, gigi chac chon
lya va soan thao FRUS da phai ¢ gang tranh nhiing
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sai 1am, so ho, toi nghia, lac dan, suy doan, tham chi
déi tra, ... & muc toi da;

(iii) Tinh than va dao duc hoc thuat cua gidi nghién ciu
M7 la khé cao, lanh vuc nghién ctru 1a kha da dang, va
tranh chip hoc thuat thi gay gét trén truong quéc té.
Do d6, nhitng hoc gia ludn doi hoi cac ngudn cung cap
tai liéu, du trong hay ngoai chinh phu, du lanh vuc an
ninh qubc gia hay bat ky 1anh vuc nao, ciing phai duy
tri mot mae do chuy@n nghiép trong céc tai lidu dé ho
c6 thé tin tuéng st dung. Trong l4nh vuc bang giao
quéc té co lién hé dén My, FRUS 1a cong cu lam viéc
cua gigi nghién ctru nén ciing phai chuyén nghiép ¢
muc toi da.

D6 it nhét 1a nhitng 1y do vi sao FRUS c¢6 d¢ kha tin khé
cao. Do d6, mot cach cu thé, cong trinh nghién cau nghiém tic
nao vé quan hé Viét-My trong thap nién 1960’ ma khong tham
chiéu FRUS thi ciing 1a diéu thiéu sét. Nhung di nhién chung ta
cling khong ngiy tho dén do tin tuong hoan toan bat Ky théng
tin nao cia FRUS ma khong ddi chiéu vai cac ngudn thong tin
khéac va/hoac dat chung trudgc quy trinh phan tich chat ché va
chon loc khit khe. DU sao thi FRUS ciing dang tin cay va can
tham ciru dé sir dung, nhét 1a khi so sanh véi nhimg “ngudn tai
licu” khac rat dang nghi ngo, nhung lai thuong duoc da sb
nhitng “binh luan gia” nguoi Viét ca trong 1an ngoai nuéc, nhat
1a & hai ngoai, sir dung dé “dau doc chinh tri” nhau nhiéu hon 14
dé trinh bay su that.

Mot cach cu thé, ching toi xin cung cp hai duong link
sau day dé doc gia cd thé truy cap tat ca tai lieu FRUS lién quan
dén quan hé Viét-My trong nim 1963:

1- FRUS 1961-1963, Volume IlI: Vietnam January -
August 1963:
http://www.historymatters.com/archive/contents/vietham/conten
ts_vietnam_frus 61-63 3.htm

2- FRUS 1961-1963, Volume IV: Vietnam August -
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December 1963:
http://www.historymatters.com/archive/contents/vietnam/conten
ts vietham frus 61-63 4.htm

*kkk

Nam 1963 14 nam c6 day du triéu chang cua mot ché do
toan tri dang ¢ hdi cudi cung cua quy trinh huy diét. Dai st
Tran Van Chuong, than phu ctia ba Nhu, 14 ngudi dau tién ding
cum tir “toan tri” dé xac dinh dic tinh chinh tri cua ché do
Diém 3.

Pé hiéu rd hon vé bién cb 1963, ta can nam bét dugc ba
giai doan phan chia cugc doi chinh tri cua 6ng Ng6 Dinh Diém:

m Trudc 1954, dng 1a mot chinh khéch trdi noi trong cudc
chién Phap-Viét, bi ket giira chinh sach caa Hoi Truyén gido
Hai ngoai (MEP) va truyén thdng phuc vu nén d6 ho Phép cua
gia dinh nén 6ng da khong xa than chdng Phéap quyét liét nhu
cac nha cach mang dwong thoi. Khi thi 1am quan Nam Triéu nén
Viét Minh ghét ong, khi thi theo Nhat nén Tay mudn bat 6ng,
khi thi an minh trong tu vién, khi thi “bao nam timg 1é gét noi
qué nguoi”, khong uy tin, khong luc lugng ngoai trae mot nhém
tin 46 Thlen Chua gido ban dia ung h¢. Qudc té khdng biét dén
6ng, von khéng cé géc ré trong qUan chdng nén khéng cé mot
hoat dong nao c6 tac dong dang ké vao cudc van dong giai thuc
gian khé cua toan dan.

Pay 1a giai doan 6ng Diém c6 thé c6 Tam nhung chic
chin khdng c6 Tai, ai theo 6ng ciing duoc, khong theo 6ng ciing
chang sao. Ong chi 1a mot “chinh khach xa 16ng” nhu ta thuong
gol.

m Giai doan thir nhi 12 tir 1954 dén 1959: Do 1a lic My
thay Phap tham du vao thé co Pong Duong dé xay dung mot
tién don chdng lai chién luoc banh truéng cia Cong san Québc
té tai chau A. Ong may mén c6 hai yéu té ma cac chinh khach
Viét Nam duong thoi khdng co: My va Vatican. Ong cling may
mén c6 6ng anh Giam Muc quen biét vai l1anh tu s6 mét cua
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Cong gido My trong thoi ky d6. Cho nén 6ng duoc cudng qubc
M3 hd tro thay thé Bao Dai ciia Phap. Ba “ba mu” cham soc dé
hoa than ong thanh “phép la” cua My la Hong y Francis
Spellman, Thugng Nghi si Mike Mansfield, va Ngoai trudng
John Foster Dulles.* Véi hai thé luc quéc té va bao chimng cua
vi vua triéu Nguyén, dng vé nudc, “phat co” va dugc hau nhu
toan dan mién Nam ung ho dé xay dyng mién Nam ma chéng
Cong. Quan vién va kinh vién, nhan su va van hoa cua My ao at
d6 vao mién Nam, gitip 6ng vurot qua moi tré ngai dé thanh lap
nén Cong hoa. Lanh dao mién Béc vira phai chd gan hai nam dé
Tong Tuyén cir, lai vira ban lo chita vét thuong chién tranh sau
9 nim danh Phap, nén mién Nam duoc tam 6n, thanh binh va
trd phi. Ong lam Téng thdng cia mot nén Cong hoa non tré, la
mét lanh tu khong giéi nhung gap thoi va duoc hai thé luc d&
dau hét 1ong yém tro, nén thyuc hién dugc nhiéu thanh tich tai
mién Nam.

Trong giai doan 5 ndm nay, dng Diém 1a nguoi c6 thé vira
c6 Tam vura cO Tai, nhung quan trong hon ca la éng duwoc thoi
thé, ai 1a ngudi muén xay dung mién Nam dé chong Cong thi
phai ung ho 6ng. Ong la mot 6ng quan phu mau chi dan tuyét
voi trong mot ché do dan chi khap khieng.

m Giai doan CUoI la tr ndm 1960 véi nhimg budc ngoat
oan trai, hé qua ctia nén cai tri doc tai coa Ong may nam trudc
va cua ban chit phong kién gia dinh tri, tong hop chat Thién
Chua giéo Trung ¢6 va quan lai Téng Nho cta vin hoa gia toc
ong. Nam 1960, chanh sach noi tri caa dng pham nhiéu sai 1am
nén bi chinh quan dan mién Nam chdng di. Tir dau nim, nhom
tri thiec Béc di cu trong bao Tw Do cong khai t§ cao hanh dong
duc khoét mién Nam cua gia dinh ho Ngb vai buc tranh 5 con
chudt trén bia bao Xuan Canh Ty. Tiép theo Ia tham bai cua Su
doan 13 tai Trang Sap (Tay Ninh) vao ngay 26/1 du lyc lugng
chinh phii dong va manh hon. Dén thang 4, nhém 17 nhan si tri
thirc va mét linh muc (trong d6 c6 11 ngudi da ting la chién
hru hoac cong tac vién cii cua 6ng Diém) thuoc nhém Ty Do
Tién Bé ra Tuyén ngdn (tai khach san Caravelle) t6 céo tinh
trang doc tai, tham nhiing, kém hitu hi¢u va doi ong thay doi
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nhan sy ciing nhu chinh sach. Thang 11, cac si quan chi huy
binh chung Nhay Du cung nhiéu nhan vat dang phai quéc gia
tap hop trong Lién Minh Dan Chui va Mdt trgn Quéc gia Doan
két da phat dong cugc binh bién, danh thang vao dinh Boc Lap,
doi 6ng Diém cai té toan dién co ciu lanh dao quoc gia dé xay
dung lai chinh nghia va nang cao hiéu ning chién diu cua quan
dan mién Nam. Thang 12, Ha Nbi cho ra doi va cong khai hda
Mgt Trgn Dan Téc Gidi Phong Mién Nam, 1am diém tu luc dé
thu hit quan ching bat man hau tién hanh cudc dau tranh vii
trang, thach thirc tinh chinh thdng cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa trén
ca hai mat qudc té va qudc noi. Nhung 5 bién ¢ d6 ciing khong
tac hai sau sic bang tinh trang ké tir nam 1960, hai ong ba Ngb
Dinh Nhu bat dau khuynh loét rdi cudi cing khong ché trung
tam quyén luc qUOc gia ¢ Dinh Gia Long, tur tir day ong Diém
vao vai trd thir yéu trong cong viéc quan tri mién Nam. Ong
lam Tong théng nhu mot vua L& bi nhin bén (6ng ba) chla
Trinh 16ng quyén.

Day la giai doan chdt, 6ng Diém mdat di ca cai Tam lan cai
Tai, nhung van cing gia dinh cao ngao bam vao ghé lanh dao
qudc gia nén hai nudc hai dan, vi vay ai la nguoi c6 tri va co
1ong thi ciing phai chéng 6ng. Tir ngudi hung cua thoi thé, dng
Diém tr¢ thanh t6i nhan cua lich stt. D6 ¢6 phai la nhiém y
Thién Chua chang?

Vi cai nam ban & 1960 nhiéu bién dong d6 ma nhitng nim
sau, mién Nam bat dau suy thoai, chiu dung hét cudc khung
hoang nay dén cuoc khung hoang khac:

That vay, nam 1961, trong IGc nén kinh té quéc gia van
con phu thudc nang né vao kinh vién My ® thi tinh hinh an ninh
hau nhu bi suy sup mot cach dang quan ngai, nhat 1a & ndng
thon, noi Viét Cong kiém soat 80% ° dén ndi ngay 10-10-1961,
6ng Diém phai ban bd “tinh trang khan cdp trén toan lanh
thé Viét Nam Céng Hoa.” ' Va hai thang sau, ngay 7-12-1961,
6ng Diém da gui thu cho Tong thong Kennedy xin ting thém
vién tro vi “Viét Nam Cong Hoa dang phdi déi dau véi mét
tham hoa lén nhdt trong lich si” 8.
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Qua nam 1962, sang ngay 27 thang 2, hon mdt nam sau
“Pao chanh Nhay du”, hai si quan cia mét binh chung khac cua
quan doi lai hanh dong: Trung dy Phi cong Pham Phi Quéc va
Nguyén van Cir dd bay 2 chiéc Skyrider A-1 ném bom Napalm
va ban rocket vao dinh Doc Lap voi muc dich tiéu diét toan bo
lanh dao dau ndo cua Dé Nhit Cong hoa. Trong khi d6 thi ngoai
chién truong, cac don vi vii trang cta Viét Cong bat dau thach
thirc quan luc VNCH trén ca 4 Quan khu, danh chiém nhiéu dén
bot, phao kich vao cac quan huyén ven thu d6 Sai Gon. Pac
cong cua ho con ddm dé.t chét nd tai cac thanh thi va bat coc céac
vién chure ciia ché d6. ° Tinh trang an ninh khén treong dén n5i
ngay 31-3-1962, 6ng Diém da phai gui thong diép cho 92 quéc
gia trén thé g101 yéu cau ung ho VNCH chéng cudc xam lang
ctia Cong san * ° Nhu Vay, “Sau sdu ndm troi |am mét thir Quac
triwong khong ai lay chuyén néi, Diém van bat an. Si ung hé
cua nhan dan phai lat, qudn déi khdng thé chién ddu theo Ioi
chién tranh céch mang cua Viét Cong, con kinh té quac gia hau
hét hoan toan phu thugc vao vién tro My .

V4, cudi cing, ndm 1963 dinh ménh ciing dén! Trong niam
d6, nhiing bién ¢4 don dap khuay dong mot mién Nam hing
huc lira. Nhitng bién ¢6 nay la do hé qua tich lity tir cac nguyén
nhan cac nim truéc hoic dugc khai dong dot bién ngay trong
chinh nam 1963: Tir tham bai Ap Bac dén Phdc trinh Mansfield
(dat cau hoi can ban rang “Chlng ta c6 thé thang Cong sdn Véi
Di¢m khong?™); tir cude dau tranh roi bi dan ap cua Phat gido
dén hanh dong quyén sinh caa van hao Nhat Linh; tir ran nit
quan hé véi My dén nhiing tiép xuc thoa hiép véi Ha Noi; tir
gan 10 &m muu d4ao chanh caa céac si quan trung cap ngay dau
nam 1963 dén chinh 6ng Nhu ciing dy dinh dao chanh 6ng
Diém trong ké hoach Bravo I dé thay 6ng Diém... Tat ca nhu
nhing ngon song, trung trung di¢p diép dan bén vao nhau do up
xudng ché do dng Diém vao ngay 1-11-1963. Va vao sinh mang
hai anh em 6ng ngay 2-11-1963.

Phat gido hay khdng Phat giao, Quan doi hay khéng Quén
doi, My hay khdng My, cudi cing thi nhan nao qua nay. Va lich
su sang trang. Phai sang trang...

14



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

**k*k

Nhiéu tai liéu da dé cap dén nhiing ngay xao dong cua
nam 1963. Trong tap sach nay, théng qua cac nguon tai liéu My
ma cha yéu 1a tir FRUS, chdng t6i chi mudn cung cap thém mot
s6 dir kién do nguoi My phat hién nhung khong duge dong dao
nguoi Viét Nam biét dén. Sau day 1 vai vi du:

- Trong vu nd sung tai Dai Phat thanh Hué ngay 8-5-
1963, ltc dau, binh si chinh quy duoc lénh dan ap dam
dong Phat tir nhwng he tir chdi. Do d6, cudi cung, chinh
dia phuong quan cua Thiéu ta Dang Sy da nd sing va
ném lyu dan. (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol. Ill, Doc. 116).

- Ngay 3/6/1963 tai Hué, sinh vién va ddng bao tai
Hué biéu tinh va da bi quan doi phun héa chat dé giai
tan (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol. 1, Doc. 146 va 147).

- Tuéng Lé Vin Kim 1a twéng linh dau tién dé cap
v6i ngudi My, 6ng Rufus Phillips cia USOM, vé ¥ dinh
ciia quan doi s& loai bo dng Nhu néu My cd cling mot
thai d6 cang ran nhu thé. Bo truong Quéc phong
Nguyén Pinh Thuin va Chanh Vin phong Phu Téng
thdng V6 Vin Hai ciing mudn My t6 thai do mudn loai
bo 6ng Nhu. (Pentagon Papers trich dan FRUS 1961-
1963, Vol Ill, Doc. 274).

- Tuéng Tran Vin Pon cho ngudi My biét gitra 6ng
Diém va ba Nhu khéng c6 quan hé xac thit nhung dng
Diém xem ba Nhu nhw mét ngudi ve ly twéng thuian
khiét (platonic wife) nhu Hitler d6i voi Eva Braun, va
ong Diém da ting thang chirc cho mot nguoi lam vuon
tai Da Lat tir Trung si 1én Trung ta chi vi nguoi nay
trang tréo dep trai (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol I I I, Doc.
275).

- Viéc dng Nhu lra ddi cac tusng lanh khi cho Luc
Luong Bac Biét gia danh quan doi tn cdng cac chua tai
Sai Gon dém 20/8/1963 khién ca M¥ lan dan ching Viét
Nam lén an quan doi, da 1a mgt bwéc ngoat manh mé
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khién Quén doi dit khoat muébn loai bo 6ng Nhu hon.
(FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Il1, Doc. 274).

- T nam 1962, sau cudc dao chanh cua Nhay Du va
vu oanh kich caa 2 Phi cong, va trudc khi xay ra vu Phat
gido, My da danh gia 1a mién Nam sé bi nhudm dé vi
gia dinh ho Ngé da nghi, kém hiéu qua va mat 1dng dan
(FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Il, 1962, Doc. 268).

- Sau cudc ty thiéu cua Hoa thuong Thich Quang
b, ngay 25/6, ong Nhu da noi thang vé&i nguoi My
rang dng chéng ddi 6ng Diém, va chinh phu hién tai
phai bi loai bé. Ong Nhu trinh bay diéu nay trong mot
tinh trang xic dong cao do (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IlI,
Doc. 256).

- Mot d6i canh sat diac biét caa ba Nhu dugc thanh
lap va do nguoi em cua ba 1a Tran Vian Khiém chi huy.
Ong Khiém d3 cho mot ky gia nguoi Uc xem mot danh
s&ch cac vién chirc My tai Sai Gon ma 6ng dang l1én
ké hoach &am sat (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol 1V, Doc. 68).

- Nhiéu quan chirc Viét Nam cho biét quyén luc thuc
sw nam trong tay 6ng Nhu, dng Diém chi 1a “bup bé”
cia 6ng Nhu. Ca hai 6ng Nguyén Pinh Thuan va Va
Vin Hai déu xac nhan 6ng Nhu hat thude phién tir hai
nim roi. Trang thai tdm than hoang loan cia 6ng Nhu
hién rd khi ng tuyén b chi c6 6ng méi ctiru duoc Viét
Nam. (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol 1V, Doc.110).

- Ba Tran Van Chuong, than mau cua ba Nhu, goi ba
Nhu 1a “dd quy” (monster), 6ng Nhu 1a “hung nd”
(barbare), 6ng Diém 1a “ké bat tai” (incompetent). Con
ong Tran Van Chuong, Dai st VNCH tai My, thi ban
thao véi cac nha hoat dong dé thanh 1ap mét chinh phi
lwu vong dé 1at @6 nha Ngo (FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IV,
Doc.118).

- Khoan tién 42,000 My Kim da do CIA trao trudc d6
dé dung mua thwe phidm cho chién binh VNCH va
ding 1am tién tir tuét cho gia dinh tir si trong cudc binh
bién 1-11-1963. Tuéng Dwong Vin Minh hai 1in dién
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thoai toi ong Diém, dé nghi hai anh em Di¢m-Nhu dau
hang sé dwoc an toan xuét ngoai. Ong Diém hai lan tir
chéi. (Phuc Trinh Thuong Vién Hoa Ky S6 94-465).

- Vanvan...

D6 chi 1a vai vi du. Xin ban doc tir tir doc hét 26 tai liéu...

Nhan dip ky niém 50 nam Chinh bién 1-11-1963, chlng
t6i hy vong tap sach nay s& la mot nhac nhé dén nhitng doc gia
mudn tim hiéu lich str Viét Nam thoi can dai mot diéu ai cling
da biét, rang trong tinh trang nhidu loan théng tin va nhiéu
nhuong thé sy hién nay, hiéu duoc va danh gia ding mot su
kién thi that 1a kho khan.

Tran trong,

Nha Xuit ban  Thien Tri Thuc Publications

P.O. Box 4805
Garden Grove, CA.92842-4805 — USA
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1)

)

3)
(4)
Q)

(6)
(7)

(8)

©)

CUOC CHU:

Bai dwoc dang trén Dién Pdan Forum s 129, xuat ban tai Paris vao
thdng 5 nam 2003 va duoc Thw Vién Hoa Sen ding lai:
http://thuvienhoasen.org/D_1-2_2-135 4-17521 5-50 6-1 17-
55_14-1 15-1/

Bai dugc ding trén Tap chi Hop Luu tai California vao thang 8 nam
2003 va duoc Viét-Studies dang lai:  http://www.viet-
studies.info/kinhte/PhienCongDinhGialL.ong_HopLuu.pdf

FRUS 1961-1963, Tap Ill, Memo cuia Forrestal giri Harriman ngay
8-3-1963.

Joseph Buttinger, Vietnam: A Political History. New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1968.

Bernard C. Nalty, Rival Ideologies in Divided Nations (Vietham
War), tr. 62; va Frances Fitzgerald, Fire in the Lake, tr. 101-104.
Robert Scigliano, Vietnam, A Country At War.

Séc 1énh s6 209-TTP cta Téng Théng Phu - Doan Thém, Nhitng
ngay Chwa quén” Pai Nam, 1967 — Nam Chi Tung Thu tai ban.
Marvin E, Gettlemen, Vietnam History, Documents and Opinionsm
va Poan Thém, Nhitng ngay Chua quén” Pai Nam, 1967 — Nam
Chi Tung Thu tai ban.

Stanley Karnow, Vietnam, A History, New York: King Presss,
1983.

(10)boan Thém, Nhitng ngay Chua quén” Pai Nam, 1967 — Nam Chi

Tung Thu tai ban.

(11)Bernard C. Nalty, Rival ldeologies in Divided Nations (Vietnam

War), tr. 62.
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PHAN I

CUQC VAN DONG BINH DANG TON GIAO
NAM 1963 CUA PHAT GIAO VIET NAM
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CAC PIEN VAN TRAO POI
GIUA TOA TONG LANH SU HUE,
TOA PAI SU MY TAI SAI GON VA

BOQ NGOAI GIAO HOA KY TAI
WASHINGTON
VE BIEN CO PEM LE PHAT PAN
8-5-1963 TAI PAI PHAT THANH HUE

Loi Ban Bién Tap: Ba bién cb cao diém cua phong trao tranh
dau Phat Gido nam 1963—cai chét ctia 8 Phat tir dém 8/5/1963
tai dai phat thanh Hué, cudc tu thiéu cua HT. Quang Dirc ngay
11/6/1963 tai Sai Gon va chién dich “nuéc 13 tong tin cong
chua chién toan qudc dém 20 rang ngay 21/ 8/1963. Ba bién cb
lich sir quan trong nay dan dén cudc khung hoang chinh tri tram
trong kéo dai nra ndm va két thuc bang cudc dao chanh 1at d6
chinh quyén ctia Tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém. Duéi day 1a cac
dién van trao doi giira Toa Lanh Sy My ¢ Hué, Toa Pai St Hoa
Ky ¢ Sai Gon, va B Ngoai Giao My ¢ thu do Washington
trong dém xay ra bién cb 8/5/1963 tai dai phat thanh Hué. Piém
quan trong trong bién cb nay la ai d3 bin sung va ném lyu dan
vao dam dong trudc dai phat thanh dém 8/5/1963. Theo di¢n
vin bao cdo vé Washington, dia phwong quan dudi quyén Thiéu
ta Pho Tinh Truéng Ping S§ dd nd stng va ném lyu dan (dién
van sb 116). Tuy nhién, trong mot dién van khac ong Dai st
Nolting, sau khi hoi kién véi TT Ngo Pinh Diém cho biét 6ng
Diém tin ring Viét Cong hodc thanh phan bit déng chinh kién
da ném lyu dan vao dam dong. (di¢n van s6 13 1)
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Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume |11, Vietnam, January—August 1963,
Document 112...

112. Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the
Department of State

Hue, May 9, 1963, 3 p.m.

4. Buddha Birthday Celebration Hue May 8 erupted into
large-scale demonstration at Hue Radio Station between 2000
hours local and 2330 hours. At 2245 hours estimated 3,000
crowd assembled and guarded by 8 armored cars, one Company
CG, one Company minus ARVN, police armored cars and some
carbines fired into air to disperse mob which apparently not
unruly but perhaps deemed menacing by authorities. Grenade
explosion on radio station porch killed four children, one
woman. Other incidents, possibly some resulting from panic,
claimed two more children plus one person age unknown killed.
Total casualties for evening 8 killed, 4 wounded.?

Background this incident started May 7 when police
attempted enforce law that no flags other than Viet-Namese to
be flown.2 Police apparently encountered popular resistance to
enforcement of law as thousands Buddhist flags publicly
displayed. At police request evening May 7 Province Chief
Dang reportedly rescinded order. Morning May 8 demonstration
at large Tu Dam Pagoda resulted in speech by Chief Bonze in
presence Buddhist Dang criticizing GVN suppression freedom
religion, favoritism of Catholics. Parade banners during day
anti-GVN orientated. Translations of same will be forwarded
when available.

Evening May 8 crowd gathered at radio station where
Head Bonze scheduled broadcast speech. Permission refused at
last minute by GVN. Bonzes on scene urged people remain
peaceful. GVN fire hoses and exhortations of Province Chief
unsuccessful in dispersing crowd. Troops arrived and ordered
dispersal.

22


http://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d112#fn1
http://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d112#fn2
http://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d112#fn3

HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

Bonzes said stand still, do not fight, GVN claims some
threw rocks at radio station, although indications are this not
true. Firing then broke out.

1100 hours May 9, Province Chief addressed estimated
800 youth, demonstrators, explained crowd actions spurred by
oppositionist agitators had necessitated troop action to maintain
order. Head Bonze requested crowd disperse peacefully and
turn in flags. Some of crowd heard chanting “down with
Catholicism”.

At moment Hue quiet. Population controls and unusual
troop deployment not observed. However, situation very fluid
and reports of Buddhist demonstration to occur afternoon May 9
flowing in. Buddhists very upset. American community on
Emergency Phase Il Alert but no threat to Americans apparent
at present.

Helble

L Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 25 S
VIET. Secret; Operational Immediate.Received at 8:33 a.m.

2 At 7 p.m. the Embassy in Saigon sent a second report of
the incident to Washington, listing seven dead and seven
injured. The Embassy noted that Vietnamese Government
troops may have fired into the crowd, but most of the casualties
resulted, the Embassy reported, from a bomb, a concussion
grenade, or “from general melee”. The Embassy observed that
although there had been no indication of Viet Cong activity in
connection with the incident, the Viet Cong could be expected
to exploit future demonstrations. (Telegram 1005 from Saigon,
May 9; ibid., SOC 14-1 S VIET) Subsequent accounts of the
May 8 incident in Hue have generally listed the casualties as
nine Killed and fourteen wounded. (United States-Vietnam
Relations, 1945-1967, Book 3, p. 5; Hilsman, To Move a
Nation, p. 468; Mecklin, Mission in Torment, p. 153) In a
detailed assessment of the Buddhist demonstrations in Hue May
8-10, Consul Helble reported that seven people died on the
evening of May 8, and one of those injured subsequently died.
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He noted that approximately 15 additional demonstrators were
injured, but added that exact figures were difficult to determine.
Two of those killed, both children, died from being crushed by
armored vehicles. (Airgram A-20 from Hue, June 3;
Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET)

3The law limiting the use of religious flags was
established by Decree 189/BNV/ NA/P 5, which became
effective on May 12, 1958. According to the law, religious sect
flags could be flown only on religious holidays at places of
worship or private homes with the permission of the local
authorities. In airgram A-20, cited in footnote 2 above, Helble
noted that the law was “never observed” until the attempt to
enforce it, apparently on orders from President Diem, at Hue on
the most important Buddhist holiday of the year. (The text of
the regulations outlined in Decree 189 is contained in a
communique issued by the Mayor of Danang on April 8, 1963,
which was transmitted to Washington as enclosure 6 to airgram
A-20)

Source:
www.history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-
63v03/d112

112 Pién Vin Tir Toa Lanh Sy tai Hué giri vé Bo Ngoai
Giao My (1)

Hué, ngay 9 thang 5-1962 — Itc 3 gio chiéu

4. Pai Lé Phat Pan tai Hué ngay 8 thang 5 di trd thanh
mdt cudc biéu tinh 16n ¢ Dai Phat Thanh Hué tir 20:00 gio toi
23:30 gio dia phuong. Vao luc 22:45 gio, khoang 3,000 nguoi
tu tdp va bi canh gac bdi 8 xe thiét giap, mot dai doi CG (ND:
CG khéng ré la gi, chir G c6 thé la Guard, la linh gdc co hitu?),
mot dai doi khong day du cta quan d6i Nam VN, xe boc sit cia
canh sat, va mot s6 sung carbines bin chi thién dé giai tan dam
dong trong khong kho k1em soat nhung c6 vé de doa dudi mat
nha cim quyén. Lyu dan nd & thém dai phat thanh 1am chét 4
tré em, mot phu nir.Cac chuyén khac xay ra, c6 1& vi hét hoang,
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lam chét thém 2 tré em va mot ngudi khong 13 tudi. Tong cong
thuong vong dém nay la 8 chét va 4 bi thuong. (2)

Dian t6i vu nay la bat dau tr ngay 7 thang 5-1963, khi
canh sat tim cach thi hanh luat cim treo c& nao khéc, trir quéc
ky. (3) ) ’

Canh sat khi thi hanh luat phai doi dién véi sy doi khang
rong rai khi hang ngan 14 co Phat Gido da treo 1én. Theo yéu
cau cta canh sat, dém 7 thang 5-1963 Tinh Truéng Dang (ND:
dién van viét tat 1a Dang, trong khi Tinh Truong lic d6 1a
Nguyén Vian Pang, va Pho Tinh Truéng Noi An 1a Thiéu Ta
Ding Sy -- chit Dang c6 thé dé gdy nham 14n) rat lai 1énh cam.

Sang ngay 8 thang 5-1963, mot cudc biéu tinh & Chua Tur
Pam c6 bai dién vin cia Vién Cha ngdi chua, lic d6 c6 mat
Phat Tir Dang (ND: ¢6 18 mu6n n6i Tinh Truéng Nguyén Vin
Pang 1a Phat Tr), chi trich viéc chinh pht VNCH dan 4p tu do
ton gido trong khi uu dai Thién Chua gido. Cac biéu ngir tuan
hanh c6 ngdn ngir chong chinh phit VNCH.Ban dich cac biéu
ngit s& chuyén t6i [Washington] khi cé thé.

bém 8-5-1963, dam dong tap hop & dai phat thanh, noi vi
su truong theo lich trinh phd bién trén dai bai dién van. Gio
chot, chinh quyén tir chdi [phat bai dién van].Cac vi su tai chd
kéu goi dan ching binh tinh.

Voi rong va lénh thic giuc giai tdn cia Tinh Trudng
khong gidi tdn dugc ddm dong.Linh td1 va ra 1énh gidi tan.

Cac vi su kéu goi dung yén, dimg chéng d6i.Phia chinh
quyen noi la co vai ngudi ném da vao dai phat thanh, méc du c6
dau hiéu cho thy néi thé khong diing. Roi c6 tiéng sung nd.

Lac 11:00 gio trua ngay 9-5-19963, Tinh Trudng nodi
chuyén trude khoang 800 ngudi biéu tinh tré, giai thich véi dam
d6ng riang nhitng ké kich dong co hoi di lam cho linh phai t6i
giir trat tu. Vi Su Trudong kéu goi dam dong giai tan ém tham va
nop cac 14 co.Mot vai nguoi trong dam dong ho khau hiéu “Da
dao Thién Chua Gido.”

Luc d6, Hué ling yén.Khong thdy c6 viéc dong binh khac
thuong va kiém soat quan ching.Tuy nhién, tinh hinh rat dao
dong va c¢o tin cudc biéu tinh cua Phat Tw s€ xdy ra vao chiéu
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ngay 9-5.Phat Tir rat phan nd.Cong dong ngudi My nhan Lénh
Khan Cip Bic 2, nhung khong thdy de doa nao cho ngudi My
IUc nay.

Ky tén: Helble (Téng Lanh Su & Hué)

NOTE

1) Ngudn: Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky. Ho so trung wong,
PLO 25 S VIET. Mat. Xem xét tac khic. Nhan luc 8:33 gio
séng.

2) Luc 7 gio ti, Toa Pai St M¥ tai Sai Gon guri ban phuc
trinh th& nhi vu nay vé Washington, noi 7 chét va 7 bi thuong.
Toa Pai St ghi nhan rang linh VNCH c6 thé di ban vao dam
dong, nhung hau hét thuong vong, theo Toa Pai St bao cao, 1a
tr mot qua bom, mot loai lyu dan sat thuong, “tor ddm dong
quan ching.” Toa Pai St thay rang mic du khong c6 dau hiéu
Viét Cong lién hé t&i vu nay, VC co thé du kién sé& khai thac cac
cudc biéu tinh twong lai.(Pién tin 1005 tir Sai Gon, ngay 9-5-
1963; ngudn nhu trén, SOC 14-1 S VIET).Thiét hai trong ngay
8-5-1063 tai Hué thuong dugc ghi 1a 9 chét va 14 bi thuong.
(United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967, Sach 3, trang 5;
Hilsman, To Move a Nation, tr. 468; Mecklin, Mission in
Torment, tr. 153). Trong mot lugng dinh chi tiét vé biéu tinh
ciia Phat Tur tai Hué cac ngay 8-10 thang 5 -1963, Lanh Su
Helbe béo céo rang 7 ngudi chét trong dém 8-5, va mot trong sd
bi thuong sau d6 da chét. Ong ghi nhéan rang c¢6 thém khoang 15
nguoi biéu tinh bi thuong, nhung thém ring con sd chinh xéac
kho biét.Co 2 trong sb bi giét, déu 1a tré em, chét vi bi xe thiét
gidp can chét. (Pién vian A-20 tir Hué, ngay 3 thang 6-1963; Bo
Ngoai Giao, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET)

NOTE:

3) Luat han ché treo co ton gido dua ra theo Nghi Dinh
189/BNV/NA/PS, hi¢u luc tir ngay 12 thang 5-1958. Theo luat,
co ton gido c6 thé treo riéng & 18 hoi t6n gido & noi thd phuong
hay nha riéng v6i su cho phép cua chinh quyén dia phuong.
Trong dién vian A-20, dan & chu thich 2 néu trén, Helbe ghi
nhan rang ludt ndy “chua bao gio dugc ton trong” cho toi khi
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¢6 nd lyc thi hanh tai Hué, hién nhién 14 do 1énh tir Téng Thong
Diém, vao ngay 1& Phat Gido quan trong nhét trong nim. (Ban
vin quy dinh trong Nghi Dinh 189 nim trong ban vin ban hanh
boi Thi Truong Pa Ning ngay 8 thang 4-1963, da duoc chuyén
vé Washington trong phu luc 6 cia dién vin A-20.)

Nguédn: http://thientrithucvn.blogspot.com/2013/01/no-o-
hue-ngay-9thang-5-1963-nguon.html

115. Telegram From the Department of State to the
Embassy in Vietnam!

Washington, May 9, 1963, 3:24 p.m.

1066. Hue 4 to Dept.2 At your discretion suggest you urge
GVN take no repressive measures against Buddhists, offer
sympathy and funeral expenses to families of demonstration
victims, make any other appropriate gestures toward restoration
of order and amity between religious groups.

Rusk

L Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S
VIET. Secret; Operational Immediate. Drafted by Heavner and
cleared by Rice. Repeated to CINCPAC for POLAD.

2 Document 112.

115. Pién Van Tw B§ Ngoai Giao My Guri Téi Toa Pai St
My & VN (1)

Tir Washington, ngay 9 thang 5-1963 - lic 3:24 gio chiéu

1066. Hue 4 to Dept. (2). Khuyén cédo Toa Pai St hiy
khéo 1éo thuc giuc chinh phu Nam VN dung ra bién phdp dan
ap Phat Tir, hay bay té thwong cdm va gitip chi phi tang 1& cho
cac gia dinh nan nhan cudc biéu tinh, hiy lam bat ctr cir chi
thich nghi nao dé tai 1ap trat ty va quan hé than hiru gifra cac
nhém tén giao.

Ky tén: Rusk (Ngoai Trudng Hoa Ky)

NOTE:

1) Ngudn: Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, HO6 So Trung Uong,
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SOC 14-1 S VIET. Mat; Tirc khic giai quyét.Soan thao boi
Heavner va thong qua boi Rice. Gui lai téi CINPAC (ND: viét
tat cia Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Command, Tu Lénh
Quan Luc Hoa Ky Thai Binh Duong) cho cac POLAD (ND:
viét tat cta Policy Advisors, cac C6 Van Chinh Séch).

Ngudn: http://thientrithucvn.blogspot.com/2013/01/ngoai-
truong-mythuc-giuc-ong-diem-hoa.html

116. Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the
Department of State?

Hue, May 10, 1963, 2 a.m.

5. Early AM May 10 Hue quiet. 9 PM curfew now in
effect. May 9 crowd of 3,000 gathered radio station 1700 hours
local. Chief Bonze Central Vietnam Tri Quang called on people
disperse quietly. He promised call meeting later date. His
request obeyed. Quang has now demonstrated on at least three
occasions his ability handle his followers. He apparently
respected as independent, non-GVN Bonze. GVN mobile
loudspeakers roamed streets evening May 9 calling on
population stay calm, avoid public assemblies, respect curfew.

NRM sponsored public meeting at 1500 hours May 9 for
purpose condemnation “Viet Cong terrorist act evening May 8”
drew no audience whatsoever and speeches never came off.
Large group mostly youths, reported to have marched around
old citadel part of Hue several hours early 9th until 0400 hours
chanting down with Diem government.

Theme Buddhist banners May 8 reported earlier called for
equality of religion. Protested order take religious flags down,
urged no refusal sacrifice for Buddhist cause. USIS BPAO
forwarding photographs same.

Bonze Quang has reportedly called upon all Buddhist
followers in Central Vietham who can come to Hue May 10 do
so for mass funeral victims evening May 8. Reportedly he also
has ordered meetings of Buddhists in all provinces. At noon
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May 8, prior killings, he reportedly sent telegrams to President
Diem and Buddhist organization Rangoon protesting order take
down flags. This order here known as Decree Number 102
issued by Minister Interior Saigon last year.

Nung battalion paratroops arrived Hue May 9. All
evidence indicates ARVN present incident evening 8th refused
take action against population, CG under Deputy Province
Chief Major Sy unit which fired. Little question now that one of
these threw grenade. Province Chief Dang apparently has
gained stature during developments, Sy being considered
villain. Brother of President, Ngo Dinh Can, reportedly
informed of all developments, but not clear as to his feelings re
situation.

Mass funeral May 10 probably will be peaceful, although
VC have had sufficient time to react and may attempt touch off
something following funerals which likely be attended by
thousands. Government offices in Hue ordered now by
government delegate CVN lowlands to have all personnel
remain in office 24 hours a day to “prevent VC infiltration” and
have available all possible weapons. May aggravate situation.

Population must be judged as tense. Duration and intensity
of crisis unusual in view generally passive nature Vietnamese in
terms public demonstrations. People seem to have taken
seriously Bonze speech morning 8th “now is time to fight”.
While word fight perhaps overemphatic, desire of people seems
to be to have some sort of showdown following years of
frustration for Buddhists. Student banner morning 9th “please
kill us”. Man on street expressing great desire for world to
know of killings on 8th. While GVN line is VC responsible, no
credibility this among population.

Helble

L Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S
VIET. Secret; Operational Immediate.Also sent to Saigon.

2 The correct reference is to Decree 189; see footnote 3
Document 112. Decree 10, which became a central issue in the
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Buddhist crisis, was issued by Emperor Bao Dai at Vichy,
France on August 6, 1950. It established regulations governing
the creation and functioning of associations in Vietnam. As
interpreted by the Diem government, the law governed the
functioning of the Buddhist religion, as well as political parties,
trade unions, and sports associations. The law provided,
however, that “a special status shall be prescribed later for
Catholic and Protestant missions and for Chinese
congregations”. (For text, see Journal officiel de la Republique
du Viet-Nam, No. 34, August 26, 1950, pp. 434-437; the
English language text, as amended by Ordinance No. 6 of April
3, 1954, is printed as Annex XV to U.N. doe. A/5630,
December 7, 1963.)

116. Pién Vin Tir Lanh Sy Quin & Hué Giri vé B Ngoai
Giao Hoa Ky (1)

Hué, ngay 10 thang 5-1963 — lic 2 gio sdng

5. Sang som ngay 10 thang 5, Hué yén tinh. Lénh gidi
nghiém tir 9 gio tdi da hiéu luc.Ngay 9 thang 5, ddm dong 3,000
nguoi tu tap trudc dai phat thanh luc 17:00 gio gio dia
phuong.Vi Su Truéng Mién Trung Thich Tri Quang kéu goi
dan chung giai tan 6n hoa.Su hira s& kéu goi tu hop sau. Loi yéu
cau cia Su duoc moi ngudi tuan 1énh.Su Tri Quang bay gid da
chimg t6 duoc it nhat trong ba truong hop kha niang cia Su diéu
hanh duoc tin dd. Su ¢6 vé duoc ton trong nhu mot nha su doc
lap, khong 18 thude chinh quyén. Céc xe loa di dong cua chinh
pha VNCH chay quanh duong phd dém 9 thang 5-1963, yéu
cau dan chung tinh tinh, tranh tu tap noi cong cong, ton trong
ludt gi61 nghiém.

Phong Trio Cach Mang Qubéc Gia (National
Revolutionary Movement, viét tat trong dién van la NRM) thuc
hién mot cudc tu tip cong chung lic 15:00 gid chiéu ngay 9
thang 5, dé 1én an “Viét Cong khung bd trong dém 8 thang 5-
1963” da khong duoc dan chiing tham du va [thé 14] khong thay
bai dién vin nao phat biéu.

Mot dam dong hau hét 1a gidi tré, duoc ké 1a didn hanh
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quanh mot phan c¢6 thanh Hué nhiéu gio sang som ngay 9 cho
t61 04:00 gio ho da dao chinh pha 6ng Diém.

Céac biéu ngit Phat Gido ngay 8 thang 5-1963 trudc dé
duoc ké 1a kéu goi binh dang t6n gido.Phan ddi 1énh ha cd ton
giao, thic giyc hy sinh cho chinh nghia Phat Giao.USIS BPAO
chuyén di cing cac tAm anh.

C6 tin nha sy Thich Tri Quang kéu goi tit ca Phat T
mién Trung VN nhiing nguoi c6 thé t6i Hué ngay 10 thang 5-
1963 dé tham dy tang 18 tap thé cac nan nhan chét ngay 8 thang
5. Co tin Su cling da ra 1énh hop tat ca Phat TG & tit ca céc tinh.
Vao trua ngay 8 thang 5, trudc cudc tham sat, co tin Su da gui
dién van toi Tong Thong Diém va to chire Phat Gido & Rangoon
dé phan ddi 1énh ha co. Lénh nay & ddy co tén 1a Nghi Pinh S6
10 (2) ban hanh boi BO N6i Vu Sai Gon nam ngoai.

Chién binh nhay du tir tiéu doan ngudi Nung da toi Hué
ngay 9 thang 5-1963. Tat ca ching cd cho thdy khi cac chién
binh VNCH trong dém 8 thang 5 di tir chdi 1énh dan ap dam
dong, [thi] dia phuong quan dudi quyén Thiéu Ta Phé Tinh
Truong Ping Sy di nd stng. Bay gio khong c¢6 bao nhiéu ngd
vyc rang mot trong nhom nay da ném Iyu dan. Tinh Truéng
Piang c6 vé nhu dugc uy tin qua cac dién bién nay, S¥...

NOTE:

1) Ngudn: Bo Ngoai Giao, Hb so Trung wong, SOC 14-1
S VIET. Mat; Xir 1y tirc khic. Ciing giri vé Siagon. (ND: Dién
van ghi nhan Saigon ra Siagon).

2) Ding ra la Nghi Dinh 189; hdy xem ghi chu 3, H6 so
112. Du S6 10, diéu tré thanh van dé trung tim trong khung
hoang Phat Gido, nguyén ban hang bdi Hoang Dé Bao Dai ¢
Vichy, Phap Quéc, ngay 6 thang 8-1950. Qua sy dién dich boi
chinh quyén Diém, ludt nay chi phi hoat dong cua Phat Giao,
cling nhu cic dang phéi chinh tri, hoi nghé nghiép, va hoi thé
thao. Tuy nhién, ludt ndy da trao cho “mot vi thé dic biét s&
dugc mo ta sau gianh cho cac hoi truyén gido Cong Gido va Tin
Lanh va cho cac bang hdi Hoa Kiéu.” (Ban van, xin doc &
Journal officiel de la République du Viet-Nam, S6 34, ngay 26
thang 8-1950, céc trang 434-437; ban Anh dich, dugc bd tic boi
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Séic Lénh Sé 6, ngay 3 thang 4-1954, in 1am ban bd sung Annex
XV to U.N. doc. A/5630, ngay 7 thang 12, 1963.)

Nguén:  http://thientrithucvn.blogspot.com/2013/01/hue-
ngay10-5-1963-thay-tri-quang-keu.html

118. Manifesto of Vietnamese Buddhist Clergy and Faithful®

Hue, May 10, 1963.

For many thousands of years the Buddhist clergy and
faithful throughout the world as well as within the country have
been loyal to the principles of benevolence, altruism and
honesty espoused by Buddha. Because of this, Buddhism has
gradually evolved an atmosphere of tranquillity. History has
clearly proven this point. Thus, for many years Buddhists have
been terrorized and repressed everywhere. Because of our
conscience, we are still resigned, although not cowardly so, in
the face of the suffering and mourning of our present national
circumstances. But our sorrow has been taken advantage of by
the authorities to cause untold mourning among the Buddhist
clergy and faithful in the country. Buddhism has been
condemned in a manner unjust to a religion which has existed in
the country for thousands of years. From these actions we can
perceive the bad intention of the authorities. They even have
smashed the most sacred symbol of the Buddhists by taking
down the International Buddhist flag. This decision is contrary
to the Constitution and brazenly violates the freedom of
religious worship. In the face of these unjust actions, the monks
and faithful throughout our country must rise up and struggle
for their ideals.

The incident which occurred three days ago really affected
morale. Blood flowed and human lives were once again
sacrificed, so we are now determined to place our hopes before
the government and to request the following points:

1. To request that the Government of the Republic of
Vietnam permanently retract the official cable repressing the
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Buddbhist religious flag.

2. To request that Buddhists be allowed to enjoy a special
regime such as that allowed to Catholics according to Decree
10.2

3. To request the government to stop arrests and
terrorization of Buddhist followers.

4. To request that Buddhist bonzes and faithful be allowed
freedom to preach and observe their religion.

5. To request that the government make worthwhile
compensation for those innocent persons who were killed, and
mete out proper punishment to the instigators of the murders.

The points mentioned above express the most ardent
hopes of Buddhist bonzes and followers in the entire country.
We are prepared to make sacrifices until such time as the
reasonable aspirations mentioned above are realized.

Buddhist Year 2307

Hue, 10 May 1963

Bonze Tuong Van

President, Vietnam General Association of Buddhists

Bonze Mat Nguyen

Board of Directors of the Central Vietnam Bonze

Association Bonze Mat Hien

Board of Directors of the Thua Thien Bonze Association

Bonze Tri Quang

Board of Directors of the Central Vietnam Buddhist

Association Bonze Thien Sieu

Board of Directors of the Thua Thien Bonze Association

L Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 13-6 S
VIET. Unclassified; Translation.Transmitted as attachment A to
airgram A-781 from Saigon, June 10. A slightly variant
translation of this manifesto was transmitted as enclosure 5 to
airgram A-20 from Hue, June 3. (Ibid., SOC 14-1 S VIET) The
manifesto was issued at a mass meeting of Buddhist clergy and
faithful at Tu Dam Pagoda in Hue on May 10. The five
demands put forward in this declaration are those which have
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been described in some of the memoir accounts dealing with the
Buddhist crisis as having been addressed to the Diem
government on May 13. (Hilsman, To Move a Nation, p. 469;
Mecklin, Mission in Torment, p. 154)

2 See footnote 2, Document 116.

2 On May 13 a representative of the Diem government met
in Hue with a delegation of Buddhist leaders to consider the
demands outlined in the May 10 declaration. The government
official suggested that most of the Buddhist concerns were
groundless, but indicated that the government would consider
them. He added, however, that the Buddhist declaration was
extreme in language and appeared to be an ultimatum. Such an
approach, he indicated, was a mistake. A memorandum of the
discussion between an unnamed Vietnamese Government
official and the Buddhist delegation was transmitted as
enclosure 1 to airgram A-20 from Hue. On May 15 a delegation
of Buddhist leaders took up the Buddhist demands with
President Diem in a meeting with him at the Presidential Palace
in Saigon. For a report of that meeting, see Document 129.

118 Ban Tuyén Ngon ciia Phat Gido Viét Nam

Hué ngay 10 thang 5 nam 1963

"D3 tir nhidu ngan nam, tang ni va tin d6 Phat gido trén
thé gidi cling nhu trong nudc van trung thanh véi ton chi: T bi,
Vi Tha va Nhu That ctia DBuc tir phu Thich Ca Mau Ni.

Phat gido dén dau déu dem lai mot khong khi an lanh &
d6. Diéu 4y lich sir da ching minh.

Va, da tir nhiéu nim nay Phat gido d6 bi khing bd, dan ap
khip noi, ching toi van nhan nhyc, duong nhién khong phai hén
yéu ma vi y thirc & v o ¢ nhitng ndi dau khd, tang toc ctia hoan
canh dan toc hién t a i. Nhung dau don thay, mot s6 nguoi da
loi dung quyén hanh gay ra khong biét bao nhiéu tang toc d6i
VOl tang ni va tin d6 Phat gido khip trong nudc, ddi xir mot
cach bat cong v6i mot Ton gido co hang nghin nim lich sir cua
dan toc. Tir hanh dong nay dén hanh dong khac, tham chi da cha
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dap lén quyen loi thiéng liéng nhit cua Phat gido dd: C& Phat
gido quéc té bj triét ha. Quyet dinh nay da trai hién phap va
ngang nhién vi pham quyén tu do tin ngudng. Trudc nhiing
hanh dong bat cong do, bat bude ting ni va tin do khip trong
nude chiung t6i phai ding day tranh dau cho 1y tuéng ctia minh.

Su kién xay ra 3 ngay nay chinh 1a phan anh tinh than do.
Mau da chay, nhan mang da bi hy sinh, mot lan nira, chung t6i
cuong quyét dé dat nhitng nguyén vong dudi day 1én chinh phu,
yéu cau thyc thi 5 diém:

1. YEU CAU CHINH PHU VIET NAM CONG HOA
THU HOI VINH VIEN CONG PIEN TRIET GIAO KY CUA
PHAT GIAO.

2. YEU CAU PHAT GIAO PHAI PUGC HUONG MOT
CHE PO PAC BIET NHU CAC HOI TRUYEN GIAO THIEN
CHUA PA PUOC GHI TRONG PAO DU SO 10.

3. YEU CAU CHINH PHU CHAM DUT TINH TRANG
BAT BO, KHUNG BO TIN PO PHAT GIAO.

4. YEU CAU CHO TANG NI, TIN PO PHAT GIAO
PUOC TU DO TRUYEN PAO VA HANH PAO.

5. YEU CAU CHINH PHU PEN BOI MOT CACH
XUNG PANG CHO NHUNG KE BI CHET OAN VO TOI VA
KE CHU MUU GIET HAI PHAI BEN TOI BUNG MUC.

Nhing diéu trén day la nhitng nguyén vong t6i thiéu va
thiét tha nhat cua toan thé ting va tin do Phat gido trong ca
nuéc. Chung t6i sdn sang hy sinh cho dén khi ndo nhiing
nguyén vong hop 1y trén dugc thuc hién.

Lam tai Hué, Phat lich 2.507, ngay 10-5d1-1963.
Ho6i Chii Tong Hoi Phat Gido Viét nam
Hoa thugng TINH KHIET (ky tén)

Hoi Truéng Tong tri sy Thuong toa T. TRI QUANG (ky tén)
Hoi trudng ban Tri sy, Tinh hdi Phat gido Thira Thién
Thuong toa T. THIEN SIEU (ky tén)

Tri Su truong Tong tri sy Gido hoi Tang gia trung Phan

35



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

Thuong toa T. MAT NGUYEN (kY tén)
Tri su truong ban Tri su giéﬂo hoi Tang gia Thira Thién
Thuong toa T. MAT HIEN (ky tén)

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume |11, Vietnam, January—August 1963,
Document 131.

131. Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the
Department of State :

Saigon, May 22, 1963, 2 p.m.

1050. CINCPAC for POLAD. Deptel 1117.2 During
meeting with Diem May 18, he devoted about two hours to
Buddhist questions. | sought to impress on him need for further
GVN action and specifically suggested public declaration by
him and/or appointment commission along lines Embtel 1038.2
Diem was non-committal re commission and took position that
declaration should be deferred until people had had time to
reflect on various statements which have been made,
particularly at press conference held by Buddhist leaders
following meeting with him.

From Diem's extensive remarks to me, it was quite clear
that he is convinced that (a) Hue incident was provoked by
Buddhist leaders, (b) deaths were caused by grenade or
grenades thrown by VC or other dissidents and not by GVN,
and (c) certain Buddhist leaders are seeking to use Hue affair as
means of enhancing their own positions within Buddhist
movement. Finally, Diem appears to feel that whole affair is far
less serious matter than we do. | said | hoped he had not
underestimated seriousness of situation; that our information re
facts and attitude of people was considerably different from his.

With regard to Buu Hoi's suggestion,® there might be
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merit in creation of Cabinet-level post for religious affairs. | do

not feel, however, that this is propitious moment to propose it,

and | frankly think that at any time, proposal would have far

better chance of acceptance if made by Vietnamese rather than

American. We will work toward this at suitable opportunity.
Nolting

L Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S
VIET. Secret; Priority. Repeated to CINCPAC.

2 See footnote 3, Document 129.

® Document 129.

% In telegram 1117 to Saigon, the Department of State also
noted that, during his current visit to Washington, Ambassador
Buu Hoi had expressed the idea that the Diem government
should appoint a cabinet level official responsible for religious
affairs. Buu Hoi suggested that Ambassador Nolting might take
up the idea with Diem.

http://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-
63v03/d131

131. Pién Vin Tir Toa Pai St My & Viét Nam Giuri vé B
Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky[1]

Sai Gon, ngay 22 thang nam 1963, 14:00

1050. CINCPAC cho POLAD. Deptel 1117,[2] Trong
cudc hop voi Diém ngay 18 thang Nam, 6ng ay da danh khoang
hai gio' cho nhing cau hoi vé Phat gido. T6i da tim cach gy an
tuong voi ong 4y vé nhimng hanh dong can cho Chinh phu Viét
Nam va dic biét dé nghi 6ng tuyén bd cong khai va / hodc bd
nhi¢ém mot uy ban theo Embtel 1.038,[3] Diém khong cam két
tai 1ap lai Gy ban va giit & vi tri ma tuyén bd cong khai can duoc
hodn lai cho dén khi dan ching c6 thoi gian suy nghi vé nhiéu
bao cao khac nhau da duoc thuc hién, dac biét 1a tai cudc hop
bao dugc td chic boi cac nha 1anh dao Phat gido sau cudc hop
v6i ong Ay.

T nhiing nhan xét sau rong cua Di¢m, t6i théy kha ro
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rang rang ong ay tin rang (a) bién c¢b6 & Hué (xay ra tai dai phat
thanh) da duoc kich dong boi cac nha lanh dao Phat giao, (b)
truong hop tir vong 13 do mét trai hay nhiéu trai lyu dan ném
boi VC hoidc nhitng thanh phan bat déng chinh kién va khong
phai do Chinh phii Viét Nam, va (c) mot sb nha ldnh dao Phat
gido nao d6 dang tim cach sir dung bién ¢ Hué nay nhu la
phuong tién nang cao vi tri cua minh trong phong trao Phat giao
tranh ddu. Cudi cing, Diém duong nhu cam thiy ring toan bd
su viéc khong nghiém trong hon la chung ta nghi. T61i da noi toi
hy vong 6ng 4y da khong danh gia thip muc do nghiém trong
ctua tinh hinh, ma nhiing thong tin cua chiing t6i la nhiing dir
kién that va thai do ctia dan chiing quan tdm khéc voi ong Ay.

Lién quan dén dé nghi ctia Biru Hoi, [4] co thé 1a mot diéu
t6t trong viéc thiét 1ap mot co quan chinh quyén cip bo lo cho
cac van dé ton gido. Toi khong cam thay, tuy nhién, day la thoi
diém thuan loi dé dé xuét no, va to1 thanh that nghi rang bat cir
lac nao, dé nghi sé& c6 co hoi tot hon dé chap thuan néu dugc dé
nghi boi (chinh) nguoi Viét Nam cht khong phai nguoi My.
Chung t6i s& lam viéc hudng t6i co hoi t6t ndy.

Nolting (Pai sit My tai Viét Nam)

[1] Nguon: Bo Ngoai giao, cac tap tin Trung wong, SOC
14-1 S VIET. Bi mat; wu tién. Lap di lap lai CINCPAC.

[2] Xem chu thich 3, tai li¢u 129.

[3] tai licu 129.

[4] Trong bt dién tin 1117 gui dén Sai Gon, Bo Ngoai
giao cling luu y rang, trong chuyén thim hién tai dén
Washington, Pai st Buu Hoi dé bay to y tudng rang chinh phu
Diém nén bd nhiém mot quan chire cép ndi cac chiu trach
nhiém vé cac van dé ton gido. Biru Hoi cho rang Pai st Nolting
c6 thé chuyén ¥ tuong nay dén véi Diém.
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CIA BAO CAO TONG THONG MY
VE CUQC THAM SAT HUE 1963

BAN PHUC TRINH
Tinh B4ao Trung Uong
(Central Intelllgence Bulletin)

Central Intélligehce Agency
United States of America

Ngay 11 thang 5 nim 1963
Da duyét boi B Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
Chap thuan giai mat ngay 17 thang 4 nim 2003
Tén ho so: CIA-RDP79T00975A007000150001-7.pdf

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Vai ngiy sau cudc tham sat & dai phat
thanh Hué, ban phiic trinh nay dugc S¢ Tinh Bao Trung Uong
Hoa Ky trinh 1én cac cap cao nhat trong chinh phu My -- trong
d6 c6 Tong Théng My, Phod Tong Théng My, nhleu B0 Truong
trong ndi cac chinh phu, va cac cip cao nhét vé qudc phong va
tinh bao. Danh sach cac noi nhan ghi noi trang ap chét hd so

PDF c6 tén néu trén. )
Ban phtc trinh tinh bao nay thudc loai TOP SECRET, t6i

mat, va sau khi dugc giai mat, van con mot trang va mot so cau
bi x6a trang dé gitr bi mat. Cac cho chua giai mat trong ho so
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PDF nay c6 ghi ma s6 ké bén 1a 25X 1, dé biét 1a c6 nhiing chir
duoc x0a tring.

H6 so nay gom 6 phan moi phan mdt trang: phan 1 no6i vé
Haiti, phan 2 vé Lao Quoc phan 3 vé Nam Viét Nam, phan 4
con x6a trang, phan 5 vé Indonesia; phan 6 13 Ghi chu vé Lién
Bang S6 Viét, Argentina va Peru.

Noi day s& dich riéng phan vé Viét Nam, trong d6 ghi
réng, khi giai tan dam dong 3,000 Phat Tu, trach nhi€ém tham
sat tai Pai Phat Thanh Hué 13 do 3 lyc luong: canh sat, Dan Vé
va quan doi.

Hob so CIA noi ddy ciing n6i: chinh sach ctia chinh phu
ong Diém la thién vi Thién Chta Gido, nhung Phat Tur trude gio
van lang 1& chiu dung, cho t6i khi xay ra bién dong Hué.

Kém ban dich s€ la phong anh trang 3 ho so dang Jpg, va
ho6 so nguyén ban PDF. Tya dé “CIA Bao Cao Tong Thong My
Vé Cudc Tham Sat Hué 19637 1a cia nguoi dich ghi vao, dé
khoi nhdm véi cac hd so CIA khac da dich. Sau day 1a ban dich
thue hién boi Cu ST Nguyén Giac.)

NAM VIET NAM

Mot sy bung phat thai d6 chéng chinh phu trong cac Phat
Tt ¢ thanh phd Hué vao ngay 8 thang 5 nim 1963 c6 thé co cac
hau quéa nghiém trong.

Phat Tt chiém khoang 80% dan sd, nhung trudc day it
bay to bat min ddi vai chinh sach thién vi Thién Chua Gido ciia
chinh pha Ong Diém. Réc rdi tai Hué hién nhién khoi 1én tir
mdt 1énh ciia chinh quyét — sau d6 1énh nay da thu hoi -- 1énh
d6 ngan cam treo cd Phat Gido trong 1& hoi ming Phat Pan.

Mot phat ngdén nhan Phat Gido di kéu goi Phat Tir ra bicu
tinh dong dao bang cach 1én an chinh quyén dan ap tu do ton
gio, va mot sd nguoi biéu tinh dd mang biéu ngir chéng ong
Diém va chéng Thién Chua Gido. N6 luc cua canh sat, Dan Vé,
va quan doi khi gidi tdn dam dong khoang 3,000 nguoi ¢ dai
phat thanh da 1am chét it nhat 7 nguoi.

Céc su kién tiép theo c6 thé dan toi két qua 1a cac lanh tu
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Phat Tt s€ kéu goi nhitng cude biéu tinh ung h & céc tinh khac,
va s& dan t6i tinh hinh chinh quyén Hué s& ra cac bién phéap an
ninh xiét chat.

Co tin 1a mot s6 nhoém Phat T va nhiing nguodi dan tde
chii nghia khac ¢ 1ap trudng chéng chinh phu 6ng Diém dy
dinh cong bd nhirng tAm anh chup duoc trong cudc hdn loan,
dic biét 1a cong bd ¢ cac qudc gia Phat Gido khac.

Dinh kém la ban PDF, va anh trang 3. >
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Approved For Mélease 2003/04/17 - CIA-RDP79T00$73607000150001-7

South Vietnam: An outburst of antigovernment
sentiment among Buddhists in the major northern
city of Hué on 8 May could have serious repercus-
sions.

Buddhists comprise about 80 percent of the pop-
ulation, but there has previously been little mani-
festation of their resentment against the Catholic
orientation of Diem's government. The trouble in
Hué apparently arose over a government order--
later rescinded--which would have prevented the
display of Buddhist {lags during the celebration of
Buddha's birthday.

A Buddhist spokesman aroused crowds by charg-
ing the government with suppressing religious free-
dom, and some demonstrators carried anti-Diem
and anti-Catholic banners. The efforts of police,
Civil Guardsmen, and army troops to disperse a
crowd of about 3,000 at the radio station resulted
in the death of at least seven persons.

Further incidents could develop as a result of
the call by Buddhist leaders for sympathy demon-
strations in other provinces and of heightened se-

urlty measures taken by the government in Hué.
ome Buddhist circles and other antigovernment na-
lonalists reportedly plan to publicize photographs

taken during the disturbance, particularly in other
Buddhist countrles}

11 May 63 DAILY BRIEF 3
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TAN CONG HOA HQOC O HUE

Tam Diéu

Loi toa soan: L& Phat Pan nam nay 2013, ky niém dung 50
nim xay ra cudc van dong ciia Phat Gido 1963 bat dau & Hué
v6i cai chét cuia tam Phat tir dém 8/5/1963 tai dai phat thanh, roi
cudc tu thiéu cia HT. Thich Quang Dtrc ngay 11/6/1963 tai Sai
Gon va chién dich “nudc

Dai Phat Thanh Hué li” tong tan cong chua

not xdy ra cuge tan sat Phat Té- - chién toan qubc dém 20
R e e — - rang ngay 21/ 8/1963. Ba
‘ bién cb lich st quan trong

~ cua phong trao Phat Giao
© tranh du nay dan dén cudc

g \l khung hoang chinh tri trim

-

két thuc bang cudc dao
chanh 14t d6 chinh quyén
PR cua Tong thé,ng Ngb6 binh
Diém. Bai viét dudi day ke
lai dién tién sy kién lich st
xay ra ngay 3/6/1963 tai
¥ Hué, truéc ngay Hoa
J Thuong Thich Quang Puc
vi phép thiéu théan, theo céc
P dién van bdo cdo cua Toa
 Dai S My da dugc bach
hoa.

Quong conh Bal phél thonh Hué ngéy 8:5-63
10,000 Tang nl va Phgt 1 ty top chd nghe phét thanh.
Buddhist gathering in front of the Hul Brosdcasting Station,

where the massacre incident occurred on May 8-1963

*kk*k
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AT F

Sau bién cd ddm mau xay ra tai dai phat thanh Hué vao
budi t6i ngay 18 Phat Pan 8/5/1963, khip cac noi tai mién Nam
Viét Nam, tir Sai Gon dén Quang Tri, chu Tang ni huong tng
101 kéu goi ctia Hoa thuong Thich Tinh Khiét da dong loat tuyét
thuc tai chiia 48 tiéng dong ho ké tir 2 gior chiéu ngay 30/5/1963
dé cau nguyén cho nhitng nguoi da tir nan va doi hoi quyén binh
dang ton gido. Trong khi d6 quan ching Phat tir tai gia ciing
dong loat xudng dudng biéu tinh khap noi dé ting ho chu Ting
ni.

Riéng tai thanh phd Hué, vao lac 13:00 gio ngay 03 thang
6 nam 1963, khoang 500 thanh nién, sinh vién va hoc sinh Phat
tir ¢4 biéu tinh ngdi trudc try s& Toa Pai biéu Chanh phil Trung
Nguyén Trung Phan, ddi dién truéc mot doi quan dong dao 300
ngudi, bao gdm canh sat da chién, linh nhay du va biét kich
quan, trang bi sung ong, 1udi 18 va lyu dan cay dimg dan chao.
Bén chinh quyén, qua loa phong thanh cho biét 1a trong dam
d6ng ngudi biéu tinh cd tra tron cac phan tir Viét Cong dang
gay khich dong va yéu cau tat ca giai tan. [01]

Khi dam dong biéu tinh déap tra lai, ciing qua loa phong
thanh cam tay goi nhitng nguoi linh 13 “nhitng ké giét nguoi ngu
xudn”, thé 1a ca doi quan lap tire rap ludi 1€ vao sing va deo mat
na phong hoi doc roi dong loat ban Iyu dan cay vao dam dong.
DPong bao la hét vang troi. Mot sO _nguoi bleu tinh bd chay,
trong khi nhimg ngudi khac van ngdi yén cau nguyén. Mot vi
lanh dao Phat Gido (Thuwong toa Thich Tri Thii) kéu goi dong
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bao hdy tré vé nha hay vé chua Tir Pam dé duoc diéu trj y té
cho nguoi bi hoi cay. That 1a may mén, chét chéc va bi thuong
da khong xay ra. [01] [02]

boan nguoi biéu tinh thdo chay vé huéng chua Tir Dam,
nhung khi t61 Bén Ngu, thi bi chan lai lai v6i1 day thép gai, ho
ngoi Xep bang ngay trén mat duong va tlep tuc cau nguyen Luc
nay (15:00) dan chung khip néo duong thanh phd ty tap vé day
hop cung doan biéu tinh dong dén 1500 nguoi. Mot cude dbi
dau xay ra khi doan nguoi biéu tinh cb gang vuot qua hang rao
kém gai bang qua cau Bén Ngu. Nhiéu dot phong hoi cay cua
d6i quan chéng biéu tinh va doi quan khuyén tin cong, nham
giai tin ddm dong di that bai. [02] Mot quan chic chinh phu
dung trén xe van tai, st dung loa phong thanh kéu goi quan
chung Phat tir ma phan dong 1a hoc sinh trung hoc va sinh vién
dai hoc giai tan. Loi kéu goi duge dap tra lai bang nhiing tiéng
la hét khi nguoi phat ngén chinh phu d6 15i cho tinh trang bét
6n nay la do Viét Cong gay nén. [02]

Sau mot thoi gian dai bé tic, vao khoang 6 gio 30 chicu,
d6i quan hdn hop chdng bao dong deo mit na quyét dinh giai
tan doan biéu tinh bang cich phun mot loai chat 1ong mau do
nau 1én trén dau nhitng ngudi biéu tinh dang ngéi cﬁu nguyén.
Dén ching la het, chay tr tung, nguoi thi 6m dau quan quai, ké
thi ngé guc, day dép vt ngdn ngang. Két qua 1a khong co ngudi
chét, chi co6 67 Phat tir phai nhdp vién vi thuong tich héa hoc
v6i cac triéu chimg bao gdm phdng rop nghiém trong trén da va
cac bénh vé dudng ho hip. [02] Poan biéu tinh di kich liét phan
ddi viée sir dung cac khi ddc va viéc nay da tré thanh mot tham
hoa quan h¢ véi cong ching va voi My cho 6ng Ngo Dinh
Diém. [07]

Dén nira dém, tinh trang cing thang 1én cao dg. Lénh gidi
nghiém va thiét quan luat cua Pai t4 D6 Cao Tri dugc ban hanh
va doc nhiéu 1an trén dai phat thanh. Tin don luu hanh cho biét
c6 ba nguoi da chét va phong vién Newsweek cho hay canh sat
da trién khai sing phong khi blister gas vao dam dong biéu tinh.
Bao cao trich dan ngudn tin dang tin c@y tr van phong Ong Ccé
van Ngo Dinh Can cho biét ring 6ng Diém khong thoa hiép va
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da 1ap ké hoach cho mét thach thirc bang quan su (a military
showdown) chéng lai cac Phat tir [02] [07]. Tham ta lanh sy My
John Helble, thuong tra & Hué, trong moét bao cao vé Toa Pai
St & Sai Gon rang rang quan d6i mién Nam Viét Nam di st
dung hoi cay va "co thé 1a mot loai khi gdy mun nuéc ngoai da"

dé giai tan doan ngudi biéu tinh cta Phat gido. [03] Helble bao
cao rﬁng chét nay, mac du chua dugc xac dinh, da déy 1én mbi
lo ngai cua B6 Ngoai giao My rang khi doc dd duoc sir dung
boi vi cac triéu chimg khéng phu hop voi tiéu chuan hoi cay.
[07]

Sau khi nhan dugc cac bao cdo, Ngoai truéng My Dean
Rusk di hai lan chi thi ong William Trueheart, nguoi xir ly
thuong vu Pai St My & Sai Gon “yéu cau éng Diém nén hoad
gidi véi Phdt gido va bdo cdo ré hon vé khéi héa hoc da sir
dung dé dan dp Phdt tnr”. Pién van cia ong Rusk noéi thém:
“Ong Diém nén dich than ra Hué gdp cdc nha lanh dao Phat
Gi&o, néi chuyén véi ho va rit qudn di ra khéi Hué, thay thé
bang luc lwong Canh Sat. Chuyén Ong Quang (Thich Tri
Quang) va cac nha lanh dao Phdt Giao khong thuc la Viét
Céng. Chinh quyén Viét Nam can phdi tranh nhitng sai lam
trong viéc xdc dinh mot cdach tw dong nhitng nguoi biéu tinh va
cdc nha lanh dao cua ho la Viét Cong néu muon thanh cong
trong né lie kiém sodt tinh hinh”. [03]

Ong Trueheart dén gap ong Nguyén Pinh Thuin, B
truong tai phu Tong thong vao trua ngdy 4/6/1963. Ong
Trueheart cho ong Thuan biét 1a cac tridu ching cua cac nan
nhan phu hop vo1 nhing khi mu tat va héi du yéu t6 dé Hoa Ky
t6 cio ché d6 VNCH thyc hién cic cudc tan cong hoa hoc.
[04][08] Sau budi hop, 6ng Nguyén Pinh Thuin dong y mo
cudc diéu tra vé viéc quan doi st dung vii khi hoa hoc dan 4p
ngudi biéu tinh do Tuéng Tran Vin Pon cdm dau uy ban va
Trung ta Y si Liém thuéc B Qubc Phong phu ta. [06]

Khac véi chii truong mém mong cua Dai str Nolting dang
nghi vacation, Trueheart canh céo chinh quyen Ngb dinh Di¢m
rang My c6 thé ngung yém tro néu con tiép tuc dan ap Phat
Giao. (U.S. support for GVN could not be maintained in face of
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bloody repressive action at Hue.) Ong Nguyén Dinh Thuan cho
ong Trueheart biét Hoi dong Bo truong chinh phu di dé nghi
thanh 1ap mot Uy Ban Lién Bo dé ciru xét cac doi hoi cua Phat
Gido nhu 6ng Trueheart yéu cau tir ngay 1/6/1963, va ong Diém
da chéap thuan. [04] [06]

Nhung khoang 5 gio chiéu cing ngay, Bo Tu Iénh Quan
vién MY tai Viét Nam xin y k1en ong Trueheart vé viéc Bo Tong
Tham Muu QLVNCH yéu cau My giap khong van 300 Canh
sat tir Viing Tau ra Hué dé dap tat cac cudc biéu tinh tai day,
nhung ong Trucheart da tur chéi. [05]

Két qua cudc diéu tra cta tudng Hon sau do (06/06/1963)
cho hay hoi cay dugc st dung trong dng thuy tinh 13 thanh phan
hoa long s& bién thanh khi khi duogc kich hoat. Hoi cay st dung
dugc lay tir kho vii khi cii con luu lai boi ngudi Phap. Vao ngay
18/6/1963, cac nha hoa hoc cua quan doi My tai Arsenal
Edgewood ¢ Maryland xic nhédn, tr mau cung cap, rang khi
duoc st dung 1a moét loai hoi cay cua cac loai hoi cay duoc st
dung boi nguoi Phap trong thé chién tht nhat. [06] [07]

Loi Két: Nam muoi nam troi qua, mot thoi gian du dai dé
ching ta nhin lai lich str. Chung ta da thiy rang chinh quyén cua
Tong théng Ngo Pinh Diém di khong giai quyét khung hoang
bang phuong phap hoa binh ma dung giai phap vi luc bang
cach dem binh si tdn cong, phong toa cic chua chién, bt cac
nha su va cac dai dién ctuia dang phai, dan ap nhiing ngudi dan
biéu tinh v6 tdi voi ca vii khi hoa hoc do quan d6i Phap dé lai
va quy toi cho ho cd lién h¢ voi Cong San. Cac hanh dong nay
khong nhimg khong lam ém diu dugc tinh hinh ma con lam
khing hoang di dén “bung nd, tu 1am mat sy tng ho ciia quan
chung va cta cac qudc gia trén thé giéi.

Tam Diéu
(Theo cdc tu liéu lich su ciia Bé Ngoai Giao My FRUS)
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Dich theo ban van tir trang nha
cua Pai Hoc Mount Holyoke College:
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/pent7.htm

(LOI NGUOI DICH: The Pentagon Papers 1a tén goi tit mot hd
so' toi mat vé Cudc Chién Viét Nam; theo Wikipedia, hd so nay
tén chinh thuc 1a “United States — Vietnam Relations, 1945—
1967: A Study Prepared by the Department of Defense” (Quan
H¢ M¥-Viét, 1945--1967: Cudc Nghién Cuu Thyc Hién Bdi B
Qudc Phong). Hb so nay duoc giai mat va phd bién cong khai
nam 2011.

Sau day 1a ban dich vé tinh hinh dién bién sau khi 6ng Ngo
Dinh Nhu chi huy Luc Lugng Péac Biét va canh sat da chién
tong tan cong cic chua dém 20-8 rang ngay 21-8-1963, bit
giam hon 1,400 Tang Ni Phat Tu.

Mot sd ghi nhan vé ho so nay nhu sau:
e My bat man vi 6ng Diém khong hoa giai voi Phat Gido, va
tran tong tin cong cac chuia di xé bo ban Thong Cao Chung 16-
6-1963 mang chit ky Hoa Thuong Thich Tinh Khiét va Tong
Théong Ngo Pinh Diém.
e Quan doi VNCH bat man vi bi dn chung d6 toi tn cong cac
chua, trong khi thuc té quan doi khong biét gi vé viéc ong Ngo
Pinh Nhu ra 1énh cho Pai T4 L& Quang Tung dan Luc Lugng
Dic Biét bit ngo tin cong cac chua.
® Ty y cac tuong lanh, dau tién 1a Tuéng Lé Vin Kim, cu thé
do y ngudi My vé nhu cau loai trir ong ba Nhu ra khoi chinh
phu. Tuéng Kim noi quan d6i khéng mudn bi dan ching d6 toi
1a dan 4p Phat Gido va néi quan doi sin sang doan két dé dao
chanh.
e Vé phia dan sy, Bo Truong Nguyén Pinh Thuin va Chanh
Vin Phong Phu Toéng Théng Vé Vin Hai déu néi véi My 1a
can loai 6ng ba Nhu ra khoi chinh phu.
e Bo Truong Ngoai Giao Vii Viin Mau tir chirc Ngoai Trudng,
va cao dau nhu mot nha su dé phan ddi tin cong chua.
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e Than phy ba Nhu la LS Tran Vin Chwong tir chirc Pai st
VN ¢ Hoa Ky, thin mau ba Nhu 1a ba Than Thi Nam Tran tir
chirc Quan sat viéen VNCH ¢ Lién Hiép Qudc dé phan dbi ché
do ong Di¢m.

e Sinh vién va hoc sinh tir dé nhat cp tro 1én da biéu tinh,
xubng duong déng dao, phan dbi ché do6 6ng Diém.

e Ong Cabot Lodge t6i VN, nhan chtrc Pai st My tai VN, tién
hanh ké hoach dao chanh, mudn gilr ong Diém trong khi loai trur
ong ba Nhu.

e Phat Gido hoan toan ding ngoai cac ké hoach dao chéanh;
trong khi ca ngan vi su bi giam, mot s6 vi lanh dao thoat dugc,
trong d6 Thay Thich Tri Quang vao dugc Toa Dai Sir My dé
ty nan.

Poc gia co thé doc thém nguyén ban Anh vin kém dudi day.

Bén dich thyc hi¢n bdi Ban dich thyc hién bdi Cu ST Nguyén
Giac.)

BAN VIET DICH
III. LODGE vs. DIEM: Tir 20-8-1963 téi 2-10-1963

A. Chién Dich T4n Céng Cac Chua va Hau Qua

Chi giay lat sau ntra dém rang sang 21-8-1963, vua sau
ngay sau khi Pai sit Hoa Ky Frederick Nolting buc doc roi Viét
Nam, 6ng Ng6é Pinh Nhu, dap vo tan bat ky 4o vong con lai nao
vé phuong cach hoa giai ciia chinh phu ong Diém véi ngudi
Phat Tir va ciing phan boi 161 6ng Diém cam két voi Nolting khi
ong dai s nay roi VN, da t6 chirc mot tran téng tan cong cac
ngdi chuia Phat Gido. Tai Sai Gon, Hué va cac thanh phd ven
bién khac, cac chién binh bi bién thanh quan nha cua ché do --
Luc Luong Pic Biét do Hoa Ky huén luyén — va canh sat da
chién da xong vao cac ngdi chiia va bat hang tram vi su, va nhu
thé da pha hay chinh sach Hoa Ky va ghi diu khoi dau su két
thiic ché d6 cua 6ng Diém.

51



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

Vao ngay 18-8-1963, muoi tudng lanh cao cip di hop véi
nhau va quyét dinh rang ho s& yéu cau 6ng Diém tuyén bd thiét
quan luat dé cho phép ho dua cac vi su tir ngoai 6 Sai Gon trd
vé lai tinh va chua riéng cua ho, v0Oi hy vong giam cang thang &
thit d6. Trong nhimg tudéng du budi hop c6 Tudng Ton That
Dinh, Tu Lénh Bi¢t Khu Thu D6 va 1a Tu Lénh Quén Khu 3, va
Tudéng Huynh Van Cao, Tu Lénh Quéan Khu 4, ca hai tuéng nay
duoc gitlr cac chirc vu d6 vi trung thanh véi ché do. Hodc 1a mot
trong hai, hoic 1a ca hai tudng ndy, c6 1& da bao cao két qua
budi hop 1én 6ng Diém va Nhu.

Trong bat ky trudng hop ndo, Nhu da quyét dinh xda sd
d6i lap Phat Gido, va dé kinh véi My cho thanh chuyén da roi
khi tan Pai st My Henry Cabot Lodge téi; Nhu tin 1a My s€
phai buc doc chap nhdn, nhu di luén ludn lam thé trong qua
khir. Vao chiéu ngay 20-8-1963, Nhu gip mot sb it tudng lanh,
trong d6 c6 cac Tudng Tran Vin Pon, Tran Thién Khiém va
T6n That Pinh, nhitng ngudi d dé nghi thiét quan luat voi ong.
Ong Nhu, v6i ké hoach tin cong chua da chuén bi xong xuodi,
no6i v4i cac tudng nay 1a hiy dé nghi 1én ong Diém. Trong budi
hop sau do6 trong dém do, ong Diém chép thuan ké hoach cua
cac tuéng lanh, va vao nira dém sic 1énh ban hanh véi chir ky
ctia Tuéng Don, Tong Tham Muu Trudng Quan Lyc VNCH.

Trong khi d6, trong khi cac tuéng lanh khong hé biét gi
hét, Nhu da sén sang truc san Luc Luong DPac Biét cua bai Ta
Lé Quang Tung va canh sat da chién. Ngay khi c6 Iénh thiét
quén luat, nhu thé 1a quan doi s€ mang tleng ve chlen dich tin
cong chuia, Nhu ra 1énh xuét tran va chién dich tan cong chua
khai su. Dé d6 toi thém cho quan dgi, mot s6 canh sat da chién
con mat quan phuc linh nhay du. Cac chua bi luc soat, quay pha
& tat ca cac thanh phd 16n & Nam VN, va hon 1400 Phat T, chi
yéu 1a cac vi su, d3 bi bit.

Trong tran tin céng vao Chua X4 Loi & Sai Gon, co
khoang 30 vi su bi thuong, va nhiéu vi sau d6 dwa vao danh
sach mét tich; chinh xac sé thuong vong khong bao gio duoc
thiét lap. C)ng Diém da chép thuan sic 1énh thiét quan luat ma
khong tham khao noi cdc clia dng, nhung van khong rd 1a 6ng
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c6 biét va chip thuin ké hoach cia 6ng Nhu tan cong cac chua
hay khong. Mgt cach c6 y nghia, 6ng Di¢m sau d6 khong bao
gio ty tach roi ong ra khoi ong Nhu hay 13 cic tran tin cong
chua.

Trong khi sic 1énh thiét quan luat cho Tudng Pon quyén
chi huy tt ca chién binh, thuc té thi Tuong DPinh va Pai Ta
Tung nhén [énh tyc tiép tir Dinh Tong Thong. Do vay, khi trdn
tan cong chua xay ra, Tuong Bon ¢ van phong Tham Muu
Truong khong biét gi hét. Trong mot cude noi chuyén dai hém
23-8-1963, v6i mot vién chiic CAS (ND: chix viét tat cua tru s&
tinh bao CIA tai Sai Gon), Tuéng Pon noi rang sic 1énh thiét
quan luat chi 1a giai doan mdt cua mot ké hoach 16n hon cua cac
tudng lanh. Tuy nhién, ho bi truot bat ngd vi tran tin céng chua
va vi viéc Tuéng Dinh nhanh chéng kiém soat dia phuong Sai
Gon theo thiét quan luat.

Trong khi sura soan tran tAn cong chua, Nhu da cuc ky cin
trong, khong dé 16 ra 10i nao cho cac nhan vién ngoai giao Hoa
Ky (mic du cac vi su va truyén thong Hoa Ky trude dé di duogc
bao trudc boi nhirng nguoi cho tin than tin cua riéng ho). Vao
budi sang sau trin tan cong, Richardson, truong phong CIA va
1a dan sy Hoa Ky cao cAp ¢ Sai Gon, néi rd va nhan manh voi
phong vién Halberstam (ND: ciia bio New York Times) ring
ong khong hé biét trudc tran tin cong chua.

Dé ¢ lap thém phia Hoa Ky trong viéc lugng dinh chinh
xac trong khi chién dich tién hanh, 6ng Nhu cat duong day dién
thoai ndi Toa Pai Sir My va nha cia tat ca cac vién chic My
cao cap mot thoi gian ngan sau khi trdn tin cong khoi su. NO
luc ctia Nhu d4 c6 hiéu qua nhu 6ng mudn. Phai nhiéu ngay sau
do, cac vién chic ngoai giao My tai Sai Gon va cac vién chuc &
thi d6 Washington méi c6 thé rap cac thong tin lai dé xem
chuyén gi xay ra.

Tai Washington, Harriman (ND: ltc d6 1a Thir Trudéng Bo
Ngoai Giao My vé Chinh Tri Vu) va Michael Forrestal, mot
thanh vién trong ban tham muu cia McGeorge Bundy (ND: C
Van An Ninh Quéc Gia Hoa Ky) tai Toa Bach Oc, soan thao
mot ban tuyén bd dé BO Ngoai Giao s& phd bién vao lic
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9:30AM sang hém sau. Ban vin 1én an trin tin cong chua la
“mét vi pham truc tiép tir phia chinh phii VN déi véi cdc bdo
dam rang ho dang thuc hién chinh sdch hoa gidi véi nguoi Phét
Tw.”

Nhung céc ban tin tinh bao M dau tién, dua vao thong tin
tir phia Nhu, d4 cho ring quan d6i VNCH c6 trach nhiém vé tan
céng chiia, va xem viéc tring hop voi sac 1énh thiét quan luét
nhu, mot cach hi¢u qua, mdt ctt ddo chanh quan su. Trong ban
ghi nhé ngay 21-8-1963 giri 1én B6 Truéng Qudc Phong Hoa
Ky, Giam Ddc S& Quan Béo DIA, Tuéng Carroll, viét, “Mdc dii
hanh dong cua quan doi VNCH dya vao sdc lénh cua To ong
Thong (Diém), nhwng cdc twéng lanh nam toan quyén kiém
soat.”

Khi tran tan cong xay ra, Lodge (ND: nguoi s& 1a tin Dai
sir My), Nolting (cuu Dai st M), va Roger Hilsman, Phu Ta
Ngoai Truong vé Vién Pong, truéc d6 da hop nhau & Honolulu.
Lodge tirc khac dugc 1énh toi Sai Gon. Sau mot ngimg chan
ngin & Tokyo, Lodge t6i Sai Gon vao lac 9:30 gio toi ngay 22-
8-1963, trong bau khong khi cing thang va va mi mo thong tin
vé phia My. Cho doi 6ng 1a mot dién van tir Hilsman hoi 1a can
thong tin rd rang vé tinh hinh. Hoi xem c6 phai quan d6i VNCH
da dao chanh va bat giam ong Diém khong; hay c6 phai 6ng
Diém cung c6 dugc vi tri khi triéu t6i quan doi phai khong; hay
c6 phai ong ba Nhu nam toan quyén? Trong vong 24 gio dong
hd, Lodge guri dién van tra 10i so khoi: khéng co dao chanh,
nhung c¢6 vé nhu ong ba Nhu dang bi giam quyén lyc, mic du
cac vai trd quyén luc trong ché do khong rd rang.

Cung ngay do, nhiing phan tng dau tién 10 ra tir phia cac
tudng lanh VN dé cho thay cai ma phan ung phia Hoa Ky xem
nhu 1a mgt ci ddo chanh quan sy. Tuong Pon, Tu Lénh Quan
Luc VNCH theo sic 1énh thiét quan luat, c6 mdt cudc nodi
chuyén dai véi mét vién chitc CAS. Don trude tién noi so luge
vé vai tro thyc ctia quan doi trong cac su kién ngay 20-21 thang
8-1963, va rdi hoi tai sao ngudi My d6 trach nhiém cho quéan
d61 VNCH trong chién dich tan cong cac chua.

Ban than Tuéng Pon co nghe dan ching VN d6 trach
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nhiém cho quén doi trong viéc tn cong cac ngdi chua. Ong noi
rang chinh phu My c6 101 vé ngd nhan d6 vi dai VOA loan tin
rang quan doi VNCH tAn cong chiia. Pon hoi tai sao dai VOA
khong noéi rang Luc Luong Dic Biét cua Pai T4 Tung va canh

sat tn cong chua. bén tin nhu thé s& giup cho quan ddi vao
gidy phat d6. Don noéi rang My nén néi rd ldp trudng cho minh
bach.

Trong mot cudc no6i chuyén cung ngay véi Rufus Phillips
cia USOM, Tuéng L€ Van Kim, Tham muu phé cua Tudng
Dén, da cay dang chi trich 6ng Nhu, néi rang Nhu chiu trach
nhiém vé tran tan cong chua, va chi trich vai trd khong ché cia
Nhu trong chinh phu. (ND: cudc noéi chuyén cua Tudng Kim ghi
lai day du 6 PIEN VAN 274:

http://tinyurl.com/TVHS-DV274). Kim néi rang 4n tugng
ctia dan chung rang quin doi tn cong chua néu khong duoc cai
chénh, quan déi s€ bi bo tay trong cude chién chéng Vi¢t Cong.

Kim néi rang néu My biéu 16 quan diém cing rin 1a phai
dep bo 6ng ba Nhu, quan doi VNCH s& doan két duoc va sé
hanh dong chdng lai 6ng ba Nhu. Hai doi hoi tryc tiép va minh
bach mudn My hd tro hanh dong quan su dé 1at d6 Nhu da ghi
dau khéi dau chinh thac cho sy M7 can du vao viéc soan ké
hoach lau dai chéng lai ché @6 ong Diém.

Hai nhan vat dan su cao cép trong chinh pha, Chanh Vin
Phong Toéng Théng Phi V6 Vin Hai va Bo Truong Nguyén
Pinh Thuin dong thoi ndi véi phia ngudi My rang loai bo 6ng
Nhu ra khoéi chinh phii 14 can thiét va ring M¥ nén c6 1ap truong
cting ran chdng lai ong Nhu.

Vao ngay 24-8-1963, Lodge gtri dién van ghi udc lugng
tinh hinh vé Washington, dua trén nhitng cudc néi chuyén nay.
Lodge viét, “Nhu ¢8 & c6 su iing hé toan lec tir Diém da chii
déng phan I6n viéc ldp ké hoach tan cong nguoi Phat Tir, néu
khéng phdi la Nhu da toan bé soan ké hoach nay. Anh hwéng
cua Nhu ciing tang nhzeu hon.” Nhu da don gian thtra co cac
quan ngai cia mot so tudng lanh, co thé da khong day du thong
béo cho quéan ddi vé chién dich tan cong chua.

Tuy nhién, khong c6 tu 1énh quin su nao quan trong trong
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khu vuc Sai Gon (Pén, Pinh va Tung) hién nay bit mén véi ché
do. Thém nira, tinh hinh khong c6 1anh dag quan sy minh bach
nao va thiéu sirc manh quéan doi tai Sai Gon cho mot hanh dong
chdéng ong ba Nhu s& 1am cho viéc My tng ho mot hanh dong
nhu thé s& 1a mot “phdt dan bin vio béng dém.” [shot in the
dark = nhiéu rui may]

Déi véi B6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, van dé 1am sang to truge
cdng chdng vé tran tan cong chua va quy trach nhiém vé tin
cong chua da tro nén gay gat thém vao ngay 24-8-1963. CaC
ban tin bao chi tor Sai Gon bat dau quy trach nhiém 6 ong Nhu vé
tan cong chua, nhung dai VOA, v6i lugng thinh gia dong tai
Viét Nam, tiép tuc loan tin rang lap truong chinh thic Hoa Ky
12 quan d6i VNCH d3 1a tha pham tin cong chia. Ching cd
nhiéu thém cho théy Nhu chit muu va nhiéu phﬁn s€ thiét hai
16n cho tinh than quan doi néu VOA khéng loan tin cho minh
bach chd dang can cai chanh.

Vén dé tht nhi cho Washington 1a Nhu. Céc tuéng VN da
yéu cau, mot cach hiéu qud, ngon deén xanh dé ho 14t d6 Nhu,
nhung Lodge dé dit chd nay. Hilsman bao céo rang trong khi
ong ta, Harriman, Forrestal, va Ball ban vé viéc thao ra ban tra
10i vao sang Thu Bay d6, vé tuyén bd cua Thuan nodi véi
Phillips rang “trong moi tm’(‘rng hop, My khong nén chép thuan
nhimg gi 6ng ba Nhu da lam,” da dugc can nhic can trong. Do
Déc Felt dién thoai vé Hoa Ky tir CINCPAC (Phong Tu Lénh
Quan Lyc My Thai Binh Duong) . dé tng ho 1ap truong cung ran
ctia My chdng lai 6ng ba Nhu. Tat nhién, cau hoi chua giai dap
la g& bé 6ng ba Nhu ra khdi chinh pha c6 s€ hy sinh ca ong
Diém hay khong, va néu khong, sy bat on chinh tri c6 s& gay ra
hau qua tai hai thém cho nd luc chién tranh hon la gilt ong
Diém.

Pién vin ngay 24-8-1963 ghi nhitng hudéng dan cho
Lodge, két qua tir nhitng suy tinh vach ra mot hudng di chinh
sdch moi (quan trong va cad gay tranh cai) cho Hoa Ky tai Nam
VN. Poan vin diu tién néu ra cach nhin méi tir phia My:

...Bay gio thiy 13 ring, cho du thiét quan luat c6 do quan
d6i d& nghi hay do Nhu lira gat ho dé dwa ra, Nhu da lgi dung
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co hoi d6 dé tin cong cac chua bing canh sat va bang Luc
Lwong Pic Biét cia Tung trung thanh véi Nhu, do vay dat
trach nhiém quan doi trudc mit thé giéi va dan ching VN.
Ciing thdy 13 rang Nhu tu sip xép dé giit vi tri chi huy tin cong
chua.

Chinh phtt My khong thé chdp nhan tinh hinh ma quyén
luc nim trong tay Nhu. Di¢m phai dugc co hoi dé gat bo Nhu
va bé phai nay ra, va thay thé ho bang cac ca nhan chinh tri va
quan su xudt sic nhat c6 thé.

Truong hop Ong [Lodge] da tan luc thuyét phuc, ma
Diém van cing ran khong (‘101, rdi chiing ta phai d6i dién
kha thé rang ciing khong thé giltr ong Diém dwgc nira.’ ’ [H6
so 126]

Lodge duoc chi thi néi voi chinh pha VNCH rang nguoi
My khong chap nhan dan ap Phat Tir, va nhu thé can c6 nhiing
budc didu chinh tinh hinh. Cac lanh dao quéan su [Hoa Ky] chu
yéu dugc thong bao riéng rang,

...Hoa Ky s& thay khong thé tiép tuc ung ho chinh phi
VNCH vé mit quan su va kinh té néu khong c6 nhitng budc
thay d6i tic khic, ma chung toi nhan thiy la phai ddy ong ba
Nhu ra khoi chinh truong. Chung toi wée mong cho Dlem co
h01 hop ly aé gat bo ong ba Nhu, nhung néu Diém vén cimg
rin, thi chung toi san sang chap nhan dién bién hién nhién
12 ching t6i khong hd tro' Diém nira. Quy vi ciing c6 thé noi
v6i cac tu 1énh quéan su thich nghi ring chung t6i s& cho ho hd
tro truc tiép trong thoi ky chuyén tiép khi g& bo co ché chinh
phu trung wong VNCH.” [HO so 126]

Cubi cung, dién vin cong nhan cin phai cong khai cho
thiy quan ddi VNCH khong lién hé gi véi cudc tong tn cong
cac chlia, va yéu cau Lodge chap thuan loan mot ban tin VOA
nhu thé. Ciing do vy, Lodge duoc yéu cau tham do khan cip
tim xem dan lanh dao thay thé.

Nhung viéc chip thuén ban thao thong di€p lai bi phirc tap
héa vi tring hop vao cudi tuan, nén hau hét gidi chuc cao cap
trong chinh phi ving mat ¢ thu d6 Washington. Téng Théng
ltc d6 & Hyannis Port; Rusk dang & New York; con McNamara
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va McCone dang nghi hé. Tuy nhién, ca Tong Thong va Ngoai
Trudng déu tiép can duoc, ca hai déu chap thuan ban thao thong
diép.

Thir Trudng Bo Qudc Phong Roswell Gilpatric ciing chip
thuén tir phia Qudc Phong, va Tuéng Taylor cling chép thuén tur
phia JCS (Phong Téng Tham Muu). Con Schlesinger, khi ké
chuyén nay, noi rang dién van dwoc xem 1a viét voi va va chua
khéo, va Tong Théng thoat tién da khyng lai.

Lodge tra 101 ngay ké tiép 1a ung ho lap truong cing ran
nhung dé nghi tiép can trd lai v6i Diém theo phU:O'ng cach ci,
va cong b 1ap truong ctia My thay vi chi néi voi cac tudng lanh
VNCH, nghia la M§ dbc toan luc cho mot cude dao chanh.

Buc dién van viét:

“Hay tin rang co hoi dé Diém dap tmg voi doi hoi cua
ching ta ké nhur 1a s6 khong. Cung luc, bang cach lam nhu thé,
chung ta cho Nhu co hoi dé chén trudce hay ngan can hanh dong
tir phia quan doi. Chung ta tin rang, co nguy 1a khong dang dé
nhan 14y trong khi Nhu kiém soat luc lwgng tac chién & Sai
Gon. Do vay, dé nghi 1a ching ta toi thang v&i cac tudng lanh
v6i cac doi hoi tir phia chiing ta, ma khong bao cho Diém biét.
[T6i] s& ndi voi ho [cac tudng 1anh] rang ching ta sin sang gt
ong Diém trong khi loai trir 6ng ba Nhu, nhung kha thi hay
khong 13 ty vao ho co gitr ong ta [Diém] hay khong.” (Hb so
127)

Hilsman khing dinh rang dién vin ciing cho thiy quan
diém cia Lodge rang boi vi ai ciing biét viéc ching ta khong
chap thuan hanh dong ctia chinh pha VNCH [dan ap Phat Giao],
nén s& khong thich nghi dé My t6i véi 6ng Diém, ma rang chinh
Diém phai té1 voi Hoa Ky.

Trong mét dién véan cua tru s6 CIA Sai Gon trong cung
ngay, Richardson, Truéng Phong CIA & Sai Gon, bdo cédo rang
trong mot budi gap g& voi Lodge va Harkins, moi ngudi dong y
rang Diém s€ khong chiu loai trir Nhu, va do vay, trong tinh
than ban dién vin hudng dan ngay 24-8-1963 [HO so 126] cua
Bo Ngoai Giao My, déng thuan 1a sé€ tic khép lién lac véi cac
tuéng nhu Dwong Vin Minh va Nguyén Khanh dé danh gia
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mirc d6 doan két va quyét tim cua cac si quan cao cip.

Minh duoc xem 13 lanh tu tt nhit trong thoi chuyén tiép,
v6i Pho Tong Théng Tho 1a ng vién ndi bat nhat trong nhom
dan sy dé lam Tong Théng. Dién van két luan vé6i cai nhin rang
mot nhom quén sy s& c6 thé diéu hanh sau hau trudong trong
tuong hop dao chanh thanh cong, va My nén dé chién thuat dao
chanh cu thé cho cac tudng lanh quyét dinh. C6 mot khoang
ngung trong luu lugng dién van vao luc d6, nhung Hilsman noi
rang Hoa Ky da quyét dinh vao hém Cha Nhat 25-8-1963 la
hodn tiép can tryc tiép t6i Diém cho tdi khi tinh hinh rd hon.

Trong phan tra 16i cua Lodge, 6ng ciing cho thiy chip
thuan ban tin dé nghi dua lén dai VOA dé noi réng quan doi
VNCH khéng lién hé tran tong tdn cong cac chua. Hilsman ndi
v6i gi6i truyén thong dya vao ban thao da chap thuan trudc dé
vao ngay 25-8-1963. Ban vin bay to 1ap truong Hoa Ky chéng
manh mé viéc tin cong chua do Nhu thuc hién.

Khi tudng thut ban tin, gi6i truyén thong suy doan rang
ban van chéng manh m& nhu thé c6 thé am chi s& c6 bién phép,
nhung hoan vién trg dang dugc suy tinh. VOA duogc chi thi loan
tin chi vé& ndi dung ban tuyén bd cia My nhu da cung cip trong
ban thong cdo bao chi va khong noi thém gi.

Chi thi lai bi quén di mdt cach nao do; va vao sang Thi
Hai 26-8-1963, nhiéu gio dong hd trude khi Lodge trinh uy
nhiém thu [dai su] Ién Diém, dai VOA loan ban tin dﬁy du tu
thong tan UPI trong d6 nodi thang thimg rang “My cé thé giam
nhiéu tro gitip doi véi VN trie phi Tong Thong Diém dep bé cdc
vién chirc canh sat mdt vu trdach nhiém tran téng tan cong nha
chua.”

Lodge théy r0 1a lung ting, va da gui mdt di¢n van buc
doc, hoi rang c6 phai éng thuc sy 1a ngudi chi huy cac chién
thuat nhung 6ng duoc cho quyén nhu thé. Rusk méi gui dién
van riéng dé xin 16i Lodge, va VOA tirc khic loan tin bac bo y
dinh cuia My vé cit vién tro, nhung thiét hai so khoi di thiy
xong rdi.

Phéan tmg tir phia VN d6i véi tran téng tan cong chua da
rat xuc dong. Tai Hoa Ky, cha va me ctia ba Nhu — cha [ba Nhu]
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la Pai st VN tai My, me [ba Nhu] 1a quan sat vién thudng tryuc
tai Lién Hiép Qudc (ND: than phu cta ba Nhu 1a LS Tran Vin
Chuong, luc d6 1a Pai st VN tai My va than mau cua ba Nhu 1a
ba Than Thi Nam Tran, quan sat vién thuong truc tai Lién Hiép
Qudc) — cuing tir chire, dwra ra nhirng tuyén bé cong khai Ién
an trin tong tin cong cac chua.

Tai Nam VN, B9 Truong Ngoai Giao Vii Van MaAu tir
chtrc va cao dau y nhu mot vi su dé phan ddi [tdn cong chua].

Vao ngay 23-8-1963, sinh vién cac dai hoc Y va Duoc t6
chic nhitng cudc biéu tinh dong dao dé ung ho Phat Gido.
Chinh phu phan mg bang cich duy nhét 1 bat giam tap thé.
Nhung nhiing cudc biéu tinh van dién ra lién tuc, va khi dai hoc
bi dong ctra, nhitng cudc biéu tinh duge tham du tir phia cac hoc
sinh trung hoc d¢ nhi cép va dé nhit cép.

D6 1a nhitng ching c§ xac dong cho thdy mirc dd bat
min ché d9, boi vi hdu hét sinh vién hoc sinh nay Ia tir cac
gia dinh trung luu, thanh phan lam nén giéi linh dao quén
doi va cong chire.

Sinh vién hoc sinh & VN khéng c6 truyén thong hoat dong
chinh tri nhu & cac phﬁn khéc tai Chau A, nhu ¢ Pai Han. Thém
nita, mot sé vi 1anh dao Phat Gido da thoat dugc cac tran tin
cong chua, di bién vao bi mat va rdi di rai truyén don trén
duong phd.

Vao ngay cia tran tong tan cong, hai vi su di vao ty nan
trong tda nha USOM ké bén Chua X4 Loi. Vao ngay ké tiép, ba
vi su khac, trong d6 c6 vi su lanh dao tré Thlch Tri Quang,
vao ty nan trong Toa Pai St My, noi ho duoc tiép don nong 4m
boi Lodge va ¢ lai noi d6 cho t6i cudc dao chanh thang 11-1963
thanh cong.
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NGUYEN VAN

The Pentagon Papers
Gravel Edition
Volume 2
Chapter 4, "The Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem, May-
November, 1963," pp. 201-276.
Section 2, pp. 232-276

1. LODGE vs. DIEM: AUGUST 20-OCTOBER 2

A. THE PAGODA RAIDS AND REPERCUSSIONS

Shortly after midnight on August 21, six days after
Nolting's frustrated departure, Nhu, shattering any remaining
illusions about the GVN's conciliatory approach to the
Buddhists, and betraying Diem's parting pledge to Nolting,
staged a general assault on Buddhist pagodas. In Saigon, Hue,
and other coastal cities, the regime's private shock troops-the
U.S.-trained Special Forces-and the combat police invaded the
pagodas and arrested hundreds of Buddhist monks, effectively
destroying an American policy and marking the beginning of
the end of the Diem regime.

On August 18, ten senior generals had met and decided
that they would ask Diem for a declaration of martial law to
permit them to return Buddhist monks from outside Saigon to
their own provinces and pagodas, hopefully reducing tensions in
the capital. Among those in attendance at the meeting were
General Ton That Dinh, military governor of Saigon and
commander of 111 Corps suirounding it, and General Huynh Van
Cao, IV Corps commander, both of whom owed their positions
to their loyalty to the regime. Either or both of them probably
reported the outcome of this meeting to Diem and Nhu.

In any case, Nhu had decided to eliminate the Buddhist
opposition, and to confront the U.S. with a fait accompli on
Lodge's arrival; he assumed the U.S. would protestingly
acquiesce, as it always had in the past. On the afternoon of the
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20th, Nhu met with a small group of generals, including Don,
Khiem, and Dinh who presented the martial law proposal to
him. Nhu, his own plans for the raids now far advanced, told
them to take their proposal to Diem. At a meeting later that
evening, Diem acquiesced in the generals' plan and at midnight
the decree was published under the signature of General Don,
Chief of the Joint General Staff. Meanwhile, unbeknown to the
generals, Nhu had already alerted Colonel Tung's Special
Forces and the combat police. Once the facade of martial law
was in place, so the army would be blamed for the raids, Nhu
gave the word and the crackdown began. To further implicate
the army, some of the combat police wore paratroop uniforms.
Pagodas were ransacked in all the major South Vietnamese
cities, and over 1400 Buddhists, primarily monks, were
arrested. In the raid on Xa Loi pagoda in Saigon about thirty
monks were wounded or injured, and several were subsequently
listed as missing; exact casualties were never established. Diem
had approved the martial law decree without consulting his
cabinet, but it was never established whether he knew of and
approved Nhu's plans for the pagoda raids. Significantly, he
never subsequently sought to dissociate himself from Nhu or
the raids.

While the martial law decree gave General Don command
of all troops, in fact, General Dinh and Colonel Tung took their
orders directly from the palace. Thus, when the raids came,
General Don was at JGS unaware. In a long discussion on
August 23 with a CAS officer, he suggested that the martial law
decree was only phase one of a larger Generals' plot. They were
thrown off balance, however, by the raids and by General
Dinh's rapid assumption of local control of martial law in
Saigon.

In planning the raids, Nhu had been extremely careful not
to have word leak to the U.S. mission (although the Buddhists
and the U.S. press corps had been tipped off by their own
informants). On the morning after the attack, Richardson, the
CIA chief and the senior American civilian in Saigon,
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emphatically denied to Halberstam any foreknowledge of the
plan. To further isolate the U.S. from an accurate assessment
during the operation, Nhu had the telephone lines to the
Embassy and the homes of all senior U.S. personnel cut shortly
after the raids got under way. His efforts had the desired effect.
It was several days before the U.S. mission in Saigon and
officials in Washington could piece together what happened. In
Washington, Harriman and Michael Forrestal, a member of
McGeorge Bundy's staff at the White House, drafted a stiff
public statement that was released by the State Department at
9:30 the following morning. It deplored the raids as "a direct
violation by the Vietnamese Government of assurances that it
was pursuing a policy of reconciliation with the Buddhists." But
the first U.S. intelligence reports, based on information from
Nhu, accepted army responsibility for the raids, and treated their
coincidence with the martial law decree as, in effect, a military
coup. In an August 21 memorandum for the Secretary of
Defense, the Director of DIA, General Carroll, wrote,
"Although the military moves are based on an alleged
presidential proclamation, the military leaders have, in effect,
assumed full control.”

When the raids occurred, Lodge, Nolting, and Roger
Hilsman, the Assistant Secretary of State for the Far East, had
been conferring in Honolulu. Lodge was immediately instructed
to proceed to Saigon. After a brief stop in Tokyo, Lodge
touched down in Saigon at 9:30 p.m. on August 22, in an
atmosphere charged with tension and official U.S. confusion.
Awaiting him was a cable from Hilsman asking for a
clarification of the situation. Had the military taken over and
retained Diem as a figurehead; had Diem strengthened his own
position by calling in the military; or were the Nhus really
calling the shots? Within twenty-four hours, Lodge had sent a
preliminary reply: there had been no coup, but there seemed
also to be no diminution in the roles of the Nhus, although the
power roles within the regime were unclear.

That same day, the first military feelers had been put out
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from the Vietnamese generals to determine what the U.S.
reaction would be to a military coup. General Don, the
commander of the armed forces under the martial law decree,
had a long, rambling conversation with a CAS officer. He first
outlined the true role the army had played in the events of
August 20-21 and then inquired why the U.S. had blamed the
army for the raids on the pagodas:

General Don has heard personally that the military is
being blamed by Vietnamese public for the attack on the
pagodas. He said that the US Gowvt is at fault for this
misconception because VOA announced that the military took
action against the pagodas. Don queried why VOA did not
admit that Colonel Tung's Special Forces and the Police carried
out the action. Don believes this would help the military at this
point. Don stated that the USA should now make its position
known.

In a conversation the same day with Rufus Phillips of
USOM, General Kim, deputy to General Don, bitterly attacked
Nhu, charging him with responsibility for the raids, and
deploring his dominant role in the government. He said that
unless the popular impression that the army was responsible for
the raids were corrected, the army would be handicapped in its
fight against the VC. He stated that a firm U.S. stand for the
removal of the Nhus would unify the army and permit it to act
against them. These two direct and obviously reinforcing
requests for U.S. support for military action aimed at Nhu's
ouster marked the formal beginning of the U.S. involvement in
the protracted plotting against the Diem regime. Two senior
civilians in the government, Diem's chef de cabinet, Vo Van
Hai, and Secretary of State, Nguyen Dinh Thuan, were
simultaneously telling U.S. contacts that Nhu's elimination from
the government was vital and that the U.S. should take a strong
stand against him.

On August 24, Lodge cabled his appraisal of the situation
to Washington, based on these conversations. "Nhu,” he
reported, "probably with full support of Diem, had a large hand
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in planning of action against Buddhists, if he did not fully
master-mind it. His influence has also been significantly
increased."” Nhu had simply taken advantage of the concern of
certain generals, possibly not fully informing the regular army
of the planned action. Nonetheless, none of the important
Saigon area troop commanders (Don, Dinh, and Tung) were
presently disaffected with the regime. Furthermore, absence of
clear-cut military leadership and troop strength in Saigon for a
move against the Nhus would make U.S. support of such an
action a "shot in the dark."”

For the State Department, the problem of clarifying the
public record about the raids and affixing responsibility for
them had become acute by August 24. The press reports
emanating from Saigon had from the outset blamed Nhu for the
raids, but VOA, with a large audience in Vietnam, continued to
report the official U.S. position that the army was culpable. The
accumulating evidence against Nhu and the likelihood of severe
damage to army morale if VOA did not broadcast a clarification
seemed to call for retractions.

The second issue for Washington was Nhu. The generals
had asked, in effect, for a green light to move against him, but
Lodge had cautioned against it. Hilsman reports that as he,
Harriman, Forrestal, and Ball deliberated over the drafting of a
reply on that Saturday morning, the statement of Thuan to
Phillips that "under no circumstance should the United States
acquiesce in what the Nhus had done," was given great weight.
Admiral Felt telephoned Washington from CINCPAC to
support a strong U.S. stand against the Nhus. The unanswered
question, of course, was whether the Nhus could be removed
without also sacrificing Diem, and if not, whether the resulting
political instability would not have an even more detrimental
effect on the war effort than maintaining Diem.

The August 24 cable of instructions to Lodge resulting
from these deliberations outlined an important, and
subsequently controversial, new policy approach for the U.S. in
South Vietnam. Its opening paragraphs crisply set forth the new
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American view:

It is now clear that whether military proposed martial law
or whether Nhu tricked them into it, Nhu took advantage of its
imposition to smash pagodas with police and Tung's Special
Forces loyal to him, thus placing onus on military in eyes of
world and Vietnamese people. Also clear that Nhu has
maneuvered himself into commanding position.

US Government cannot tolerate situation in which power
lies in Nhu's hands. Diem must be given chance to rid himself
of Nhu and his coterie and replace them with best military and
political personalities available.

If, in spite of all your efforts, Diem remains obdurate and
refuses, then we must face the possibility that Diem himself
cannot be preserved. [Doc. 126]

Lodge was instructed to tell the GVN the U.S. could not
accept the actions against the Buddhists and that prompt
dramatic steps to redress the situation must be taken. The key
military leaders were to be privately informed that,

....US would find it impossible to continue support GVN
militarily and economically unless above steps are taken
immediately which we recognize requires removal of Nhus
from the scene. We wish give Diem reasonable opportunity to
remove Nhus, but if he remains obdurate, then we are prepared
to accept the obvious implication that we can no longer support
Diem. You may also tell appropriate military commanders we
will give them direct support in any interim period of
breakdown central government mechanism. [Doc. 126]

Finally, the message recognized the need to publicly
exonerate the army from the raids and asked Lodge to approve a
VOA broadcast to that effect. Lodge was requested, as well, to
survey urgently for alternative leadership.

Clearance of the draft message was complicated by the
coincident week-end absence from Washington of most of the
top level members of the Administration. The President was in
Hyannis Port; Rusk was in New York; and McNamara and
McCone were away on vacation. Both the President and the
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Secretary of State were reached, however, and approved the
draft. Deputy Secretary of Defense Roswell Gilpatric approved
for Defense, and General Taylor for the JCS. Schlesinger, in his
account of the incident, suggests that the cable was hasty and
ill-considered, and that the President immediately began to back
away from it.

Lodge replied the following day endorsing the strong
position but proposing to forego a futile approach to Diem and
to state our position instead only to the generals, thus throwing
all our weight behind a coup. The cable stated:

Believe that chances of Diem's meeting our demands are
virtually nil. At the same time, by making them we give Nhu
chance to forestall or block action by military. Risk, we believe,
is not worth taking, with Nhu in control combat forces Saigon.
Therefore, propose we go straight to Generals with our
demands, without informing Diem. Would tell them we
prepared have Diem without Nhus but it is in effect up to them
whether to keep him. [Doc. 127]

Hilsman asserts that the cable also reflected Lodge's view
that since our disapproval of GVN action was well known, it
was not fitting for the U.S. to go to Diem, it was Diem who
should come to us.

In a separate CAS cable the same day, Richardson, the
CIA Chief of Station in Saigon, reported that at a meeting with
Lodge and Harkins it had been agreed that Diem would not
remove Nhu and that therefore, assuming State's cable of
instructions on 24 August [Doc. 126] represented Washington's
basic policy, the consensus was that contact should be
immediately made with generals such as Minh and Khanh to
assess the degree of unity and determination of senior officers.
Minh was considered the best possible interim leader, with Vice
President Tho as the most attractive candidate for President
among the civilians. The cable concluded with the view that a
junta would probably operate behind the scenes in the event of a
successful coup, and that the U.S. should leave the specific
tactics of a coup up to the generals. There is a hiatus in the
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available cable traffic at this point, but Hilsman indicates that
Washington decided on Sunday, August 25, to defer a direct
approach to Diem until more was known about the situation.

In Lodge's reply, he had also apparently approved the
proposed VOA broadcast to exonerate the army. Hilsman
briefed the press on the basis of a previously approved draft
statement on August 25. The statement expressed strong U.S.
disapproval of the raids, which were attributed to Nhu. In
reporting the story, the press speculated that such a strong
statement probably indicated that measures such as aid
suspension were being considered. VOA had been instructed to
broadcast only the substances of the U.S. statement as provided
in the press guidance and nothing more. The instructions
somehow got mislaid; and on Monday morning, August 26, just
several hours before Lodge was to present his credentials to
Diem, VOA broadcast in full a UPI story which flatly asserted
that "the US may sharply reduce its aid to Vietnam unless
President Diem gets rid of secret police officials responsible for
the attacks." Lodge was understandably upset, and sent a testy
cable rhetorically inquiring whether he really was in charge of
tactics as he had been given to understand. Rusk sent a personal
cable of apology to Lodge, and VOA promptly broadcast a
denial of U.S. intent to cut aid, but the initial damage had been
done.

The Vietnamese reaction to the attack on the pagodas
during this time had been dramatic. In the United States, Mme.
Nhu's father and mother, respectively the Vietnamese
Ambassador to the U.S. and the Vietnamese observer at the UN,
had both resigned, making bitter public statements denouncing
the raids. In South Vietnam, the Foreign Minister, Vo Van Mau,
had resigned and shaved his head like a Buddhist monk in
protest. On August 23, students at the faculties of medicine and
pharmacy at the University of Saigon turned out to stage mass
demonstrations on behalf of the Buddhists. The GVN reacted in
the only way it seemed to know, with massive arrests. But the
demonstrations continued, and when the university was closed,
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the protest was taken up by high school and junior high school
students. These were dramatic evidences indeed of the degree of
disaffection with the regime, since most of these students were
from the middle class families that formed the bureaucracy and
the army leadership. Students in Vietnam had no substantial
record of political activism as was the case with their
counterparts in other parts of Asia, like Korea. Furthermore,
some of the Buddhist leadership had survived the raids and
gone underground and were soon passing out leaflets on the
streets again. On the day of the raids, two monks had taken
refuge in the USOM building next door to Xa Loi pagoda. The
following day, three others, including the militant young leader
Tich Tn Quang, took refuge in the U.S. Embassy, where they
were warmly received by Lodge and remained until the
successful November coup.
B. MIS-COUP

69



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

CUOQC TAN CONG CAC CHUA

DEM 20-8-1963
Trich tir “Viét Nam Nhan Chung”
cta cyu Trung Tuéng VNCH Tran Vin Don
(tir trang 168 dén 179)

Chiéu ngay 20 thang 8,
ong Ngé Pinh Nhu moi
01, quyén Tdéng Tham
. Muu  Truéng, Thiéu
Tuéng  Tran  Thién
Khiém, Tham  Muu
Truong, Thiu Tudng
To6n That Pinh, Quan tran
Sai gon, va Dai Ta
Nguyén Vin Y, Tong
| giam dbéc Cong an Canh
~ sat, d&én dinh Poc Lap ra
: lénh: “Téi nay s& bat cac
~_ susaicdng san”.
' bém 20 thang 8, loi
dung 1énh gi6éi nghiém,
dinh Boc Lap ra I¢nh
rieng cho Pai Ta Lé
Quang Tung, chi huy
- truéng Luc Luong dac
biét cung Canh Sat Pac Bi¢t cua Duong Vian Hiéu, Mat vu va
Canh sat chién dau cua 6ng Tran Vin Tu, Giam ddc Canh sat
D6 thanh bao vay tdn cong cac chia trong do thanh dé bt cac
Thuong toa, Pai duc, Tang ni va Phat tr.
Luc Luong Dic Biét 1a mdt t6 chirc cua quan doi, dugc
thanh 14p tir ndm 1956 gém gan 10 Pai Doi (mdi dai doi 120
ngudi), vo trang sung 6ng tdi tAn nhat, duoc huin luyén k§ nhu
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Nhay Du, boi 16i, dot kich sau lung dich... Mot sé it chién si
Luc Luong Pac Bi¢t nay da tung nhay du ra Bic dé hoat dong,
vi vAy nén duoc chon lya rat k¥, doi hoi nhiéu tiéu chudn. Dai
Ta L€ Quang Tung chi huy lyc lugng nay.

Nghe 1énh tin cong chiia nhu vay, chung toi biét 1a viéc
nay sé& lam sup d6 thém cho ché do nhung khong thé can gian
dugc. Pém d6, t6i va Tran Thién Khiém theo di tai bd Tong
Tham Muu trén may riéng Motorola ctia Canh sat nén ching to1
biét dugc cudc tin cong nay do Dai T4 Lé Quang Tung chi huy
téng quat.

T6i va 6ng Khiém lay xe dén chua X4 Loi vao khoang 1
gio khuya. Pén noi t6i thdy dén con bat sang, canh sat con di
qua lai. Budc vao chinh dién, t6i gié mi, 6ng Khiém cling gid
theo. Linh canh sat thdy vay ciing gio mii va ding im. Toi hoi:
- Quy Thay dau hét roi?

Ho néi dan qua Phu Nhuén, con Hoa Thuong Thich Tinh
Khiét rat mét, mai sang phai cho v6 binh vién quan sy Cong
Hoa. Chung t6i tro ra di thing dén dinh Gia Long. Luc d6
khoang 3 gi¢o sang. Gap 6ng Nhu, 6ng ta bado chiing t61 ra 1énh
thiét quan luat. Linh nay ban ra 1a ¢6 ¥ do trach nhiém tan cong
chia cho quan doi, t6i hiéu ¥ ciia 6ng Nhu nhung im ling thi
hanh.

Luc 5 gio sang, 6ng Diém tap hop Noi Cac chanh phu dé
trinh bay su viéc. Ngay trong phién hop do, Ngoai Truéng Vii
Vin Mau tir chirc dé phan doi sy dan ap Phat gido ctia anh em
6ng Diém. Sy tir chirc nay cua 6ng Mau lam thé gidi xon xao,
Phat tir xuc dong, dan chung cam phuc mot nguoi da th'fmg than
tir bo chirc vu dé phan déi hanh dong bit cong va tan bao.

Luc d6 6ng Tran Vin Chuong dang 13 Pai st Viét Nam
Cong Hoa tai My, ba Chuong 1a Quan sat vién cho Viét Nam
Cong Hoa tai Lién Hiép Qudc, nhan thay anh em Ngd Dinh
Diém dan 4p Phat gido, con gai minh tiép tay phat ngon hdn
xugc ma minh khong thé can ngin duoc nén ca hai 6ng ba déu
tu churc.

Sy tir chirc cua 6ng Vii Vian Miu va ong ba Tran Vin
Chuong la nhitng ngon don dau dén cho anh em nha ho Ngé.
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Gi61 nghiém 1a han ché su luu thong vé dém, con Thiét
quan luat l1a phai dem quan ddi ra duong canh gac. Mot thir phu
hop v6i mot tinh trang ma Thiét quan luat chi 4p dung khi that
su ¢6 nguy hiém cho nudc nha. Boi vay nghe linh Thiét quan
luat, cac tudng ngo ngac.

Trung Tuong Duong Van Minh cho to1 y kién: Xin phép
Téng Thong triéu tap tat ca cac tudng lanh trong D6 thanh moi
ngay tir 9 dén 12 gio dé thao luan va hoc tip uu khuyét diém
ctia 1énh Thiét quan luat.

Chiéu ngay 21 thang 8, toi dén gip ong Ngd Dinh Nhu, dé
nghi thuc hanh y kién ctia ong Duong Van Minh. Hoc tap tirc 1a
gian tiép chép nhén viéc Thiét quan luat, tirc 1a nhan Ianh trach
nhiém tan cong nha chiia. Ong Nhu chép thuin khong nghi ngd
gi ca.

Ngay 21 thang 8, dai VOA loan tin quan d6i nghe theo
linh Toéng Théng di tin cong chua. Toi khong biét 1am sao cai
chinh tin d6 v&i dai VOA nén t6i cho Pai Uy Lé Van Khan, si
quan tuy vién cua téi di moi 6ng Conein, si quan CIA quen toi
tr nam 1946 ¢ Ha Noi hién dang ¢ goc duong Cong Ly va
Nguyen Pinh Chiéu dén bo Tong Tham Muu gip toi dém do.
Ong Conein s t01 gai bay nén mang theo stng tiy than.

Chin gio tdi, ong Conein lai, chiing t6i cho biét quan doi
khong tham gia trong viéc tin cong cac chiia nhu dai VOA da
loan tin dé 6ng Conein vé trinh lai dai st My. Ong Conein hoi:
“Céc tudng lanh Viét Nam c6 y dinh dao chanh khong?” Toi tra
10i: “Chuyén nay rit quan trong s& noi chuyén sau”. Roi 6ng
Conein ra ve.

Hom sau dai VOA cai chinh, ndi 1 1a quan do1 Viét Nam
khong tan cong chua. Ong Nhu nghe tin cai chinh niy rat tirc
gidn, budc may 6ng tudng phai hop lai, tuyén b6 dung sau lung
Téng Thong va toi phai ra nhat linh néi rang quan doi c6 tham
gia viéc do. Toi phdi tuan 101. Tuan 161 ra nhat linh kéu goi quan
doi xiét chit hang ngii sau lung Ngbé Tong Thong thi duoc,
nhung n6i lam sao cho anh em quan nhan va dong bao hiéu
minh dang tim cach ha mot chinh quyén dang bi dn oan han!

(..)
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Téi ngay 21 thang 8, hau hét cac chua 16n & cac tinh déu
bi canh sat, an ninh quan d6i dén kham xét hodc bat cac tu si va
cling nhitng nguoi cua hai co quan trén cung chinh quyén dia
phuong dén bat mot s6 Phat tir tham gia trong nhiing cudc biéu
tinh tuyét thuc, nhitng Phat tir trung kién thudng c6 mat tai chua
trong thoi gian Phat gido tranh d4u. Trong s6 bi bat co rat nhiéu
Huynh truong va Poan sinh gia dinh Phat t, nhét 14 tai cac tinh
mién Trung, tir Binh Thuan dén Quéang Tri, tinh ndo ciing co
mot s6 dong Huynh trudng va Thanh thiéu nién gia dinh Phat tir
bi bat danh dap, giam cam tir dém 21 thang 8. Hau hét céc
truong Pai hoc va Trung hoc déu dong cira. Mot phan do hoc
sinh bai khoa, mot phﬁn chinh quyén so md ctra s€ tao noi tap
trung cho sinh vién hoc sinh khoi xuat di biéu tinh phan ddi
chinh quyén.

M4y Thay linh dao Phat tir tranh dau bi bat, nha chua bi
canh sat canh chung, cac Phat tr trung kién dinh liu vao vu
tranh dau da s6 déu bi bat giam, vdy ma miy ngay sau van co
mot $6 dong Phat tr, dan ching va sinh vién hoc sinh truyen
mi¢ng nhau, ting toan nguoi vao chg va dung rai rac cac nga
duong gan d6 chd ding 810 an dinh tat ca kéo ra trude cho Sai
gon truong biéu ngir biéu tinh phan ddi chinh quyén. Lan nay
canh sat noi, canh sat chim khong phai chi giai tan biéu tinh
bang hoi cay, bang xit nuéc hay bang ddm da ma bang giy goc
va bang sting, cho nén Quach Thi Trang 1a mot thiéu nir thudc
gia dinh Phat tir mién Vinh Nghiém (Bic Viét di cu) dé bi ban
chét trudc chg Bén Thanh. Mot s6 Phat tir bi thwong vi bi danh
dap.

Viéc mot nit sinh bi ban chét 1am cho chung toi théy hd
then v&i quan chung khi khoac 40 quin nhan ra duong. Viéc
Phat tr bi giam cam lam cho t6i ¢6 mic cam toi 16i. N6i 1am sao
cho dan chung hiéu duoc rang ching t61 khong lam chuyén dan
ap do, chung t61 khong chu truong giét nguoi biéu tinh bat bao
dong, chung toi khong ddng ¥ bat giam ngudi nhu vay? Nhung
ching ti cti dau nhan nhyc cho ngay khong xa chiing toi s& tra
101 voi moi ngudi bang hanh dong.

Chua bao gio nha lao chira nhiéu ti nhan nhu trong thoi
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gian d6. Nhiéu anh em quan nhan rat kho tam khi phai ra dan ap
biéu tinh. Trudc ngay tan cong chua vao 20 thang 8, c6 nhimng
vu biéu tinh ma quéan d6i duoc linh cua Tiéu Khu Truong tic 1a
Tinh Trudng ra linh chin biéu tinh da dén gan dam biéu tinh ma
no6i: “Ching t6i duoc linh khong cho doan biéu tinh di qua, tirc
1a biéu chung toi phai chét tai noi ddy. Xin cac anh chi hiéu
gium cho ching t61”.

Phat tur cac tinh thtra nhan quan nhan & céac tinh du duogc
linh van khong nd thang tay dan ap Phat tir biéu tinh, chi c6
canh sat va canh sat da chién dan ap manh vi phan dong cac ong
Pho ty canh sat hodc Truong phong Canh Sat Bac Biét, Trudng
phong di dong déu 1a can bo nong cdt ciia dang Can Lao.

Vu bin Quéach Thi Trang chét, bit thém sinh vién hoc sinh
giam cAdm khong nhitng khién cho dan chung trong nudc cim
han ma Viét kiéu va sinh vién Viét Nam & ngoai nudc ciing oan
ghét gia dinh nha Ngo. Thé giéi bat binh hanh dong d6 cua anh
em Ngo Dinh Diém thém nén ba Nhu quyét dinh 1én dudng di
“gidi doc”.

Pau thang 10, ba Nhu co mat tai Phap. Ngoai viéc tiép xuc
v6i chinh gidi ra, ba a ay ra linh toa Dai sir Viét Nam tai Ba Lé t6
chirc mot cude hop dé giai doc vao chiéu ngay 3 thang 10 nim
1963.

Xe ché ba Nhu trén duong di dén st quan, sinh vién va
Viét kicu da don liéng ca chua, trimg va nudc son dé toy chong
d6i hién than cua mot ché do doc tai. Luc ba Nhu xudng xe, gan
200 sinh vién va Viét kiéu da dong thanh da ddo chinh quyén
Ngb Dinh Diém, h6 hao doan két tranh ddu doi quyén tu do cho
dan Viét. Trong s6 sinh vién chu dong co6 con trai t6i 1a Prc,
dang hoc Pai hoc Y Khoa tai Ba Lé. Ptc huéng dan sinh vién
chéng ba Nhu trong thoi ky do.

Vai ngay sau 6ng Diém gap to1 hoi:

- Ong c6 dra con dang hoc ¢ Ba Lé?

- Da.

- Hoc gi? Nam tha may? v.v...

Ong Diém chi hoi chtr khong néi 161 phé binh nao, va toi
chi tra 11 van tit nhitng cau hoi ctia 6ng ta ma thoi.
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Ngay 22 thang 8, t6i dén thim Hoa Thuong Thich Tinh
Khiét. Véi giong ndi mét nhoc, ngai hoi:

- Tai sao lai danh chiing t61?

Nghe hoi toi x6t xa qua, nhung khong biét tra 101 sao!

Vi thiét quan luat, chung t6i & trong trai khong vé nha,
nhiéu anh em cling nhu t61 nhan nhirng cu di¢n thoai trach moc
cua v, khong nhiing chi cac gia dinh theo dao Phat ma ngudi
phu nit thudc cac ton gido khac ciing c6 nguoi trach chong sao
lai tham gia vao viéc dan ap Phat gido... Pai Ta Tran Ngoc
Huyén, mét tin d6 Thién Chiia gido, nguoi ing ho 6ng Diém hét
tinh ciing chéng vin dé dan ap Phat gido d6 cla anh em Ong
Diém.

Nhiing gi chiing t6i nung nau tir dau nim 1960 dén nay da
dén lac phai boc phat. Nhing doc tai, bat cong, dan ap cua
chinh quyén ma sudt may nam troi ching toi bat binh dén nay
phai bing nd. Nhitng chuan bi tir 1au nay dén luc phai thi hanh”
(1.11.1963).

(Nguon: Viét Nam Nhan Chimg, Tran Vin Pon, nxb Xuan Thu,
USA, 1989)
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CIA: CUQC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT

CUA TUONG TRAN VAN DON
Cu si Nguyén Giac dich

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume 111, Vietnam, January-August 1963, Document 275

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Pién vin nay do CIA tir Sai Gon gui Ve
Hoa Ky, ké 1oi Tudng Tran Vin Pon vai ngay sau tran tong tAn
cong cac chua do 6ng Ngd Pinh Nhu thyuc hién.

Vai diém ghi nhan tir 161 ctia Tudng Don trong dién van:

e Nhiéu linh ddo ngi, tinh than binh si suy sup vi bat méan khi
Phat Tu bi dan ap;

e Ong Diém niam quyén xuyén qua 6ng Nhu;

° Ong Diém xem Ba Nhu nhu ngudi vo trén may;

e Ong Diém da thang chirc mot trung si tré, dep trai 1én chirc
Trung T4;

e Don nbi ong sip xép giai doan dau cua ké hoach déo chanh
ong Di¢m;

e Doncod vé mudn giit 6ng Diém ¢ ghé Tong Thdng, trong khi
phai gat bo 6ng ba Nhu va rit nhiéu B Truong ra ngoai quyén
luc;

e Do6n khong mudn Nguyén Tén Hoan vé nudc thay thé ong
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Diém;
e Don ké tén mot sd tudéng lanh trong ké hoach dao chanh,
nhung khéng nhéc tén Tuéng Toén Théat Pinh, luc d6 1a Tong
Tran Biét Khu Sai Gon/Gia Dinh. Pén nhic t6i cudc ddo chanh
that bai nam 1960 cua cac dai t4, va noi ké hoach cua céac tudng
s& rat 1a tuyét hao.

Toan van dich boi Cu si Nguyén Giac
BAN DICH

275. Pién Vin tir Vin Phong CIA tai Sai Gon giri vé Sé
Tinh Bao Trung Uong CIA (1)
Sai Gon, ngay 24-8-1963, luc 6:45 gio chicu

0265. 1. [con giit bi mdt chira t6i mét dong] da c6 budi noi
chuyén ba gio dong hdi véi Tudng Tran Van Pon (2) vao dém
23-8-1963 tai van phong Tuéng Don & B Tong Tham Muu.
Sau day la tom lugce cudc nodi chuyén.

2. Tuéng Bon duge hoi 1a ai dang nam quyén, va da tra 1oi
rang Tong Thong Diém nim quyén xuyén qua C6 Vin NgO
Pinh Nhu. Tit ca cc tudng lanh trudc khi gip 6ng Diém déu
phai qua su cho phép ctia Nhu. [Tudng Pon] giai thich diéu nay
bang cach néi rang Diém st dung Nhu nhu “Iy thuyét gia” va cd
van, nhung khong phai luén ludn nghe 10i khuyén ctia Nhu.
Tong Thong Diém ghen ty véi tham quyén va kha ning cta
Nhu.

Tudng Don cho mdt thi du. Vao lac nira dém cua ngay 22-
8-1963, cac Tuéng Tran Vin Pon, Tén That Pinh va Tran
Thién Khiém t6i gap Nhu vé cac sinh vién, khuyén cdo rang nén
dong ctra toan bd cac trudng & Sai Gon bang cach thiét quan
ludt, bai vi ho o tin ring vao cic ngay 23, 24 va 25 thang 8-
1963 s& co sinh vién biéu tinh & Sai Gon. Nhu dong y véi
khuyén cdo cua cac tudng lanh, ndi voi ho réng ho phai xin
phép Tong Thong. Nhu va cac tuéng lanh toi gip 6ng Diém va
dé nghi dong cira cac truong. Ong Diém néi: “Khong. Ngudi tré
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phai c6 phuong tién dé bay to chinh ho.” Tuéng Poén lap lai
rang, Diém 1a nguoi ra quyét dinh cudi cung.

3. Tuéng Don giai thich vé quan hé véi Phu Téng Théng.
N6i rang nén nhé 1a trong nhiéu nim, Tong Thong Diém 1a
nguoi chéng lai ché do thuc dan. Trong thoi gian d6, Diém da
tur suy nghi rat nhiéu. Khi ndm chinh pht nim 1954, Diém thay
chuyén nay khac hin va can c6 nhitng ngudi chung quanh gitp
suy nghi. Ong Diém tim sang ngudi em 1a Nhu, mot ngudi suy
nghi ¢6 1y thuyét, c6 triét 1y. Vi thoi gian, Diém cho phép Nhu
lam hau hét moi chuyén suy nghi. Nhu thé khong co nghia 1a
T6ng Thong Diém ludn ludn nghe 16i ¢ van cia Nhu. Diém wa
thich Nhu viét cac ban tuyén bd, cic bai dién van cho Tong
Thong. Ong Diém ty minh wa thich gip nguoi dan, néi chuyén
vo1 nguoi dan. Trong cach nay, Nhu co quyén lyc dic biét nhu
1a nha 1y thuyét cho Téng Théng.

4. M6 ta vé _quan hé v6i Ba Nhu trong Téng Théng Phu,
Tudng Pon nodi rang trong tim tuong ong Diém, Ba Nhu c6 vi
tri 1a “vg™ ctia 6ng Diém. Tong Théng Diém chua bao gio két
hon, va khong quen véi dan ba & chung quanh minh. Trong 9
nam qua, ong Diém c6 Ba Nhu an Ui sau mot ngay lam vi¢c
hoan tat. Ba Nhu c6 sitc quyén rii, néi chuyén véi 6ng Diém,
lam giam cang thang cho ong Diém, tranh cdi v6i 6ng Diém,
phé binh 6ng Diém, va nhu mot nguoi vo Viét Nam, ba khéng
ché chuyén trong nha.

Téng Théng Diém va Ba Nhu cu ngu & 2 cin tach biét
nhau. Khong c6 quan hé tinh duc gita 6ng Diém va Ba Nhu.
Theo ¥ kién cua Tuéng Poén, Tong Thong Diém chua bao gio
c6 quan hé tinh duc nao.

Tuong Don so sanh tinh hinh d6 y hét nhu gitra Hitler va
Eva Braun. Don ciing noi, Téng Théng Diém thich c6 dan éng
dep trai & chung quanh. Pon dan ra truong hop mot trung si tré,
dep trai, ngudi lam vuon cong cong & Pa Lat. Téong Thong
Diém da hoi réng ai da cham séc vuon do, va khi duoc thong
béo, ong Diém da goi vién trung si kia toi Dinh Tong Thdng va
tire khic thing chirc ngudi nay 1én Trung T4 va giao nhiém vu
quan tri ndng nghi¢p quan sy.
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Ong Diém c6 nhitng dam mé cuc doan. Khi ong thich ai,
ong thich ho moi céach; khi ong ghét ai, ong ghét ho toan dién.
Khong c6 ¢ chang gitra. Ba Nhu da str dung vi tri déc quyén cua
ba voi Téng Thong dé 1am 6ng Diém no6i thuan, khi 6ng Diém
muon no6i chdng; nhung vi 6ng Diém bi thuyét phuc boi sirc
quyén rii ciia Ba Nhu.

Tudng Don noéi, “Nhu toi biét, Ba Nhu cuc ky quyén rii.”
Doén néi thuc té khong thé loai bo 6ng ba Nhu vi vi tri dic biét
ma ho dang nam giir; Ngo Dinh Nhu 1a 1y thuyét gia ctia Tong
Théng Diém va Ba Nhu 13 ngudi vo trén miy cta ong Diém.
(LND: chir “platonic wife” c6 nghia 1a ngudi vo trén coi ly
tuong, khong phai coi doi nay.)

5. Quyét dinh vé hanh dong cua ngay 20-21/8/1963 dat
dugc boi 10 tudng ldnh vao dém 18-8-1963: Tran Vin Pon,
Tén That Dinh, DS Cao Tri, Tran Thién Khiém, Nguyén Khanh,
[con git bi mdt chua t6i mét dong], Mai Hiru Xuan, Nguyén
Ngoc L&, Lé Vin Kim, va Duong Vian Minh. Theo 16i Pon, ho
dat quyét dinh nidy ma khong do Nhu dua ra khuyén céo. Chi
c¢6 1an Nhu no6i chuyén vé bat ky viéc 1ap ké hoach nao 1a trong
budi hop ngay 11 thang 7-1963 véi hién dién cua tit ca cac
tudng lanh. Pon khong noi 1a ai da triéu tap cac tudng hop vao
ngay 18-8-1963.

Viéc 1ap ké hoach nay goém ca viéc ban 1énh thiét quan
luat va do do, bit cac nha su tir ngoai vao Sai Gon dé dua ho vé
cac ngdi chua ciia ho & cac tinh. Ké hoach nay do cac tuéng
I&nh trinh 1én éng Nhu vao ngay 20-8-1963. Nhu néi vai ho 1a
hay thao luan ké hoach v6i Téng Théng Diém. Khi cac tudng
lanh trinh ké hoach 1én TT Diém, ong Nhu khong c6 mat. Cac
tudng lanh c6 mat lac do6 1a: Khiém, Tri, Khanh, Pinh, [con giir
bi mdt chwa toi mot dong|, Kim va Bon. BDon hudng dan nhom
tudng lanh nay trinh ké hoach 1én Tong Thong Diém.

6. Céc tudng 1anh ndi voi ong Diém réng tinh than binh si
dang suy giam, va thuc su ho so khi thiy rang mot ddn linh t&i
murc gan nhu dao ngii ca. Cac tudng noi rang vo cac chién binh
va cac si quan cap nho dang hoang mang. Ho giai thich cho
Tong Théng Diém vé tinh hinh nhu quan ddi thay 14 tryc dién
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v6i Phat Ta. Pon ké rang Pon di noi voi ong Diém rang cau
chuyén ngay 8 thang 5-1963 tai Hué co thé di thuong thuyét
duoc roi nhung vi VC d tra tron vao Phat Tir tai Chua Xa Loi.

DPon mé ta cac ki thuat sir dung trong cac cudc biéu tinh
ngay 11 thang 8-1963, khi nha su Thich Tam Chau dang noi
chuyén trudc ddm dong & Chua X4 Loi. Vi su nay ho trude dam
d6ng nhirng ciu hoi nhu “chung ta s& dién hanh trén duong phd
cht?” Pam dong hé 16n 101 dap, “Xubng dudng.”

Dot nhién vi su Thich Tam Chéu noi, “Khéng, ching ta
s¢ khong dién hanh trén duong phd. Sy kién rang quy vi noi
rang ching ta sin sang dién hanh trén dudng phd ciing 13 tuong
duong véi viéc dién hanh trén dudong phd.”

Poén cam thiy rang nha su noi tiéng Anh, su Thich Puc
Nghiép, 14 rat nguy hiém va cac tuéng lanh so rang néu cac lanh
dao Phat Gido quy tu mot dam dong 16n di, ho c6 thé ra 1énh
dién hanh vé huéng Dinh Gia Long va quan ddi s& khong chin
ho lai.

7. Don ndi rang Tong Thong Diém ra quyét dinh thiét
quan luat sau khi cac tudng khuyén cédo nhu thé. Diém ra quyét
dinh dua cac chién binh vao giir cac diém chién luge & Sai Gon
va Cho Lén, va chap thuan giai phap tra vé nguyén quan céc
nha su vao Sai Gon, vé lai cac chua ¢ tinh. Tuy nhién, Tong
Thong Diém noi rang dung lam nha su nao bi thuong ton.

boén noi didu d6 1am ong rat cam dong khi Tong Thong
y&u cau dimg 1am hai cac Phat Tt. Diém bd nhiém Tudng Pon
lam ké nhiém tam thoi cho Tuéng Lé Van Ty. Diém giao cho
Poén quyén chi huy tit ca cac chién binh & Nam VN, thuc hién
1énh thiét quan luat, va ap dung cac bién phap can thiét.

Tuong Ton That Dinh dugc bd nhiém lam Téng Tréan Biét
Khu Thu D6 Sai Gon/Chg Lén. Lyc Lugng Pac Biét cua Pai
Ta Lé Quang Tung van dudi quyén Tong Théng Phu. Don chi
ra rang Dinh khong chi huy linh cia Tung, mic di Dinh la
Tong Tran Quan Khu Tha P6. Dinh trong cuong vi Téong Tran
diéu hop v6i Don, nhung Pon khong chi huy Pinh. Dinh ¢6 xin
lénh Bo Toéng Tham Muu vé cac chi dan, nhung Pinh khong
thuc hién tit ca cac 1énh cua Bo Téng Tham Muu.
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Dinh nhan 1énh trong cuong vi Tong Tran tir Téng Thong
Phu, y hét nhu Dai Ta Tung [nhan 1énh tur Toéng Thong Phu].
Do6n nédi Dai Ta Tung 13 ké nguy hiém, vi Tung khéng do quan
d6i kiém soat va Tung thi hanh 1énh duy nhit tir Tong Thong
Phu.

Pén ciing ndi rang cac tudng lanh rat ghét Tung. Tung
chi dap tng 1¢énh cia Diém va Nhu. Tung didu hop v6i Nhu,
nhung khi can c6 quyét dinh, 1énh sé& t6 i tir Téng Thong. Tuong
Po6n néi rang cac tudng lanh khac ting ho Don, chi trir mot 6
tuéng lanh tré hon. Céc tuéng lanh tré ghen ty vé viéc Tudng
DPo6n ndm quyén tu 1énh cia Tudng Ty.

Pon khong ké tén tudng tré ndo ra. Pon bi chi trich boi
cac tudng lanh tré nay vi da co6 hanh dong chdng lai cac Phat
Tt. Pai da s céc tudng lanh déu 1a Phat Tt. Thi du, Pon noi,
“Khi t6i mudn bao Tuéng Tran Tt Oai diéu gi, Oai ndi véi toi
rﬁng ong ta la dan sy; ong ta c6 trdch nhiém dén sy.”

Khi dugc héi cu thé 1a Tudng Nguyén Khanh c6 tng ho
Do6n hay khong, Don tra 10i rang Khanh 1a 100% tng ho Don.
Po6n ciing ndi rang Duong Vin Minh, Trin Vin Minh, cac
tuong Tri, Khiém, Kim va “ngay ca Tuéng Xuén” cling ung hd
Poén. Khi duoc hoi vé Tudng Van Thanh Cao, Dan biéu, ¢
trong ké hoach khong. Pon néi rang Vian Thanh Cao & ngoai
hoan toan. Céac tuéng khac nhin Van Thanh Cao nhu 1a dan sy.

8. Tuéng Don noi 6ng khong biét rang Phat Tir sép bi tan
cong badi canh sat va Luc luong Pac bi¢t (LLDB). Tudng DPinh,
trong cwong vi Téng Tréan, nhan lénh tir Téong Théng Phu va
duogc n6i 1a cac chién binh ciia Pai T4 Tung s& dugc dung hd trg
cho cénh sat boi vi LLDB ¢6 “phuong tién dac biét.”

Po6n am chi, nhung khong noi cy thé rang 1énh ban ra tir
6ng Nhu. Dau hiéu dau tién Tuéng Pon c6 vé cac chia bi tin
cong 1a khi Pon nghe tir song truyén thanh b chi huy. Céc
Tudng Khiém va Pon co6 mit & B Téng Tham Muu (BTTM)
khi nghe rang cac chua da bi tin cong. Tudng Pon 1ap tuc di tir
van phong BTTM t6i Chua Xa Loi.

Giam dbc Canh sat Tran Vian Tu dang chi huy tran tin
cong tai Chua Xa Loi, yém trg boi LLDB cua Dai td Tung ¢
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vong quanh khu vuc. Canh sat 13 nhirg ngudi dau tién tién vao
chua. Khi Pon to1 Chua X4 Loi, mot trung uy canh sat dang chi
huy mét don vi trong Chua X4 Loi. Céac vi su da bi bat dua di,
khi Pon téi. Trong toan bo chién dich ¢ day, téng cong 30
ngudi bi thuong, 5 ngudi bi thwong nguy kich; nhitng con sb
nay bao gém ca nhan vién cong luc va Phat Tir. Khong cd vi su
nao bi giét & Chua X4 Loi.

Vao lac 4:30 gid sang ngay 21-8-1963, chién dich quén sy
hoan tat ; nhiéu diém chién lugc di duoc déng quan. Pon néi
rﬁng ¢ 1,420 nha su bi bat khép Nam VN.

9. Tuéng Pon rat hanh dién vé sy kién rang cac tudng
lanh di co thé _gilr bi mat [LND: am muu dao chanh] trudc khi
khoi dong chién dich. Pon ciing hanh dién vé k¥ thuét ap dung
boi cac chién binh va 6ng noi “moi nguoi luén ludn ndi vé cac
dai ta, nhimg ngudi sé to chirc ddo chanh. Ho khong co kha
nang d6. Chiing t6i da chimg minh diém nay bang ké hoach ciia
chung toi, va ky thuat cua ching t61.”

Ong dan ra mot thi du vé cudc dao chanh ngay 11-11-
1960, lac d6 soan ké hoach boi cac dai ta va thit bai. Tudng
Do6n khong bay t6 phan tmg ca nhan vé trén tan cong cac chua.
Dbon ndi rang 6ng mudn thue hién ke hoach nguyén thuy dé
thanh loc tat ca cac nha su va tra ho vé tinh nha, chua nha.

Pén ciing ndi rang My dang giit su Thich Tri Quang & try
so USOM. Dén thém rang su Thich Tri Quang la mdt trong
nhitng ngudi kich dong chinh, va chinh phit VNCH muén bét
giam vi su nay. (Loi nhan xét tir ngudi lay tin: Don 16 vé tin
rang su Tri Quang 1a mot trong hai nha su dang ty nan trong
USOM. Mot vién chirc CAS, ngudi biét rd vé Thay Tri Quang,
da thay ca 2 vi su tai USOM vao ngay 24-8-1963 va xac nhan
rang 2 su nay khong phai Thay Tri Quang.) (LND: CAS la vin
phong tinh bao CIA ¢ Sai Gon.)

10. Tuéng Doén da nghe truc tiép tir cong chung Viét Nam
rang quan doi bi d6 toi tin cong cac chua. Ong néi rang chinh
pht M ¢6 16i vé du ludn sai trat nay, boi vi Pai VOA loan béo
rang quan d6i da tin cong cac chua. Pon chit van rang tai sao
VOA khong nhin nhén rang LLDB cua Dai t4 Tung va Canh sat
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da tin cong.

Dén tin rang [nhin nhin] nhu thé s& gitp quan doi lac nay.
Po6n ndi ring My nén néu 13 lap trudng cia My. Tudéng Pon
khong muén 6ng Diém bi thay thé, thi du nhu boi mot nguoi
lru vong nhu Hoan (c6 1&, Pon néi téi Nguyén Ton Hoan),
ngudi hién dang c6 mit & Hoa Ky. Pon néi rang trong quan doi
hién nay khong c6 ai thay dugc 6ng Diém. Pon dan ra, nhu mot
thi du, chinh 6ng, n6i, “To6i1 khong du thong minh, cling khong
c6 tham vong. T6i chi giir vai trd moi cac tudng lanh chung suc
v6i nhau.” (LND: D6n ban vé hiu dao chanh, ai nén thay ong
Diém.)

11. Pon 4m chi rang ong c6 biét vé nhitng dién tién twong
lai soan ra. Pon noi, “Pay 1a budc dau tién, va sy bi mat vé cai
sap xay ra thi khong phai 1a cai cta t6i dé dwa ra.” Khi dugc hoi
thiét quan luat s& kéo dai bao 1au, Pon noi sé tily theo tinh hinh.
Khi duge hoi cude bau cir Pai hiéu Qudc hoi vao ngay 31-8-
1963 c6 s& duoc t6 chirc hay khong, Bon néi cude bau ctr s& ¢6
thé bi hoan, nhung s& ndi long thiét quan luat vao ngay 24-8
trong murc d6 Iénh gioi nghiém dugce suy tinh.

12. Tuéng Hon khong noi gl vé viéc gitr ong Diém trong
ghé Tong Théng hay thay ong bang nguoi khac tai Nam VN,
ngoai trir 6ng noi rang 6ng khong muoén mat trong cac chinh
khéch luu vong Ve nam quyén, va rang khong nhan vat quan sy
nao co thé 1am t6t nhiém vu Tong Thong. Vién chirc CAS nhén
ra cai an tuong, va chi la mot an tuong thoi, rang Tudng Don va
nhém cuia 6ng mudn giir 6ng Diém trong ghé Tong Théng trong
giai doan hién nay cua ke hoach cua ho.

13. Bén cing noi rang 6ng nhan thirc rang ong s& c6 thé bi
“hy sinh” do két qua cua viéc thuc hién thiét quan luat, nhung
diéu nay khong quéa quan trong, boi vi co nhitng lanh dao quan
su khac sé& thay vi tri ciia ong (LND: dé thyc hién dao chanh).
Do6n khong ké tén ai. Pon cho an twong rang Don khong phai 1a
ngudi ding sau moi chuyén. Pon 1a vi lanh dao bé ngoai théi.
bon chiu trach nhiém giai doan dau tién. Co nhiing ngudi khac
trong nhom s€ budc ra thuc hién céac giai doan khac.

Nhimng 151 Don n6i khong am chi gi vé mot ngudi nao hay
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mot sd nguoi nao s€ ding ra thuc hién céc giai doan khac. Pon
nhéc vé su kién réng VOA dang lam 16n ban tin vé viée Pai st
Tran Vin Chuong tir chtre. (LND: 6ng Chuong 13 cha rudt cua
Ba Nhu, tir chire Pai st VN ¢ Hoa Ky dé phan d6i nha Ngb dan
ap Phat Tir.) Pon lap lai ring cac ban tin VOA lam t6n thuong
quan lyc VNCH. Do6n néi dai nay khong t6t khi noi rang quan
luc VNCH dan ap Phat Tt va rang chinh phu My Ién an viéc
nay, va cung lic noi rang My s& tiép tuc vién tro. Pon khong
giai thich vé diéu nay dé 4m chi xem M¥ nén lam gi.

14. Don khong nhic téi Phé Téng Thong Tho hay bat ky
Bo Truong nao.

15. Pon ndi rang sau giai doan dau tién nay, chuyén
khong thé dao nguoce dé tré lai nhu trudc d6. Khi duoc hoi c6
phai 6ng ndi vé chinh phu, Doén tra 161, “Vang, t61 dang noi
chuyén vé chinh phu. Tong Thong phai thay d6i mot sé6 Bo
truong.” Pon khong ké tén bat ky Bo trudng nio cu thé.

Pon nodi céc sy kién dang kiém soat tinh hinh. Pén noi
néu ong phai chon gitra Téng Théng Di¢m va Nhu, 6ng s€ chon
TT Diém. Pon khong néi gi vé chuyén cac si quan khac co thé
suy nghi vé Nhu. Khi dugc hoi néu c6 chuyén xay ra, va Tong
Théng Diém khong con gitt quyén luc, Pon c6 sé& 1am viéc véi
Nhu, thi Pén néi, “Néu t6i phai lya chon giita Tong Thong
Diém va Nhu, nguoi phai ra di la Nhu.” Don khong mudn Nhu.

16. Vién chuc tuong trinh da nhén ra an tuong tir Don
rang TT Diém ng01 trén ngai hién dang bi Nhu kiém soat. An
tuong manh mé rang Tudng Pon khong hoan toan biét moi thir
chung quanh 6ng. Ttr nhing 161 néi cua Tudng Don, co vé rang
c6 mot thanh phan tré trong cac tuéng lanh dang lam Don ric
roi.

D6n am chi rang 6ng mudn sy bao dam cach nay hay cach
khac tir phia chinh pha My. Ong c¢6 vé khong biét phai lam gi
ké tiép. Pon hoan toan bi kiém soat bai tinh thé, va phéan tng,
cht khong Ién ké hoach cac viéc lam ké tiép. Nhu duong tu
Do6n cam thay Don khong di quyén luc dé [hay 14?] anh hudng
lén cac tuwéng lanh dé 1at d6 Tong Thong Diém. Tuy nhién,
Do6n khong cho 4n tuong rang Pon mudn tu ¥ quyét dinh 1at 46

84



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

TT Diém.

DPon mubn hoa giai voi cac Phat Tir va néi rang quan doi
nén héi phuc lai cac chua va cac pho tuong da bi pha huy & mot
s6 ngdi chua. Pon khong néi gi vé giai doan thtr nhi cua ké
hoach. Bon khong cho thdy bao lau giai doan dau s& kéo dai,
nhung ¢6 noi rang no s€ kéo dai tGi sau cudc bau cr Qudc Hoi.

17. An tuong cta ching t6i 1a ¢6 modt ¥ nghia dang ctu
xét trong 101 cua Tuéng Doén rang day chi 1a giai doan dau, va
su bi mat cua cac giai doan tuong lai khong phai 1a chuyén cua
ong dé noi ra. Chung t6i khong thé nhan ra rang c6 phai Don
mudn néi rang cac giai doan twong lai bao gém “su bi mat”
bi kiém soat tir bén trong quan doi hay, thi du, béi Nhu, hay b01
cac nhan vat dan su khac. Pon khong néi tén bat ky nhan vat
dan sy nao. Pon ndi muc ti€u chinh ctia quan doi la tac chién
chéng Cong. Pon ciing ndi rang khong hé c6 budi hop ngay 10
thang 8-1963 gitra cac tudng véi Ngd Dinh Nhu.

18. Pa gui thong tin vé cudc ndi chuyén nay toi Pai st
Lodge va Tudng Harkins (Tu Iénh Quan vién Hoa ky tai VN).

GHI CHU:
(1) Nguon: Library of Congress,
‘Harriman Papers, Vietnam Policy. Bi mit.
Ciing da guri t6i Honolulu. Ban vin ngudn 1a
phé ban do CIA giri vé Bo Ngoai Giao cho
Hilsman (Giam dbéc Phong Tinh Béo va
Nghién Ctru) va Hughes (Pho Giam dbc
Phong Tinh Bao va Nghién Ctru); cling gui toi
Bach Oc cho Bundy (Co van An ninh Quéc
gia) va téi JCS (B6 Tong Tham Muu Quan
Luc M¥) cho Tudng Krulak (Phu ta Bac biét
vé Chdng Phién Loan). Theo mot ghi cha vé
ban van ngudn, dién van nay phd bién theo
phan loai TDCS. Ban phiic trinh ghi ma sb
“TDCS DB-3/656,252, August 24,” da in
trong ho so giai mat Declassified Documents, 1977, 93C.
(2) Pon hdi twong vé cudc ndi chuyén nay, trong tac
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pham ctia Tran Van Poén, twa d¢ Our Endless War, pp. 90-91.

PHONG ANH DIEN VAN 275

275.  Telegram From the Central Intelligence Agency Station in
Saigon to the Agency'

Saigon, August 24, 1963—6:45 p.m.

0265. 1. [less than 1 line not declassified] had almost three hour
meeting with General Tran Van Don? evening 23 August in Don’s
office at General Staff. Following summarizes discussion.

2. Don was asked who was in control and replied President Diem
is in control through Counselor Ngo Dinh Nhu. All the Generals check
with Nhu prior to seeing Diem. Explained this by saying Diem uses
Nhu as his “thinkerand advisor but does not at all times follow Nhu's
advice. President is jealous of his authority and prerogatives. Don

' Source: Libeary of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam Policy. Secret. Also sent
10 Honobulu. The source text is & copy sent by the CIA to the Department of State for
Hilseman and Hughes; also sent to the White House for Bundy and to JCS for Krulak,
Accordirg 1o a note on the sousce sext, TDCS dissemination of this cable would follow.
That report, TDCS DB-3/656,252, Augest 24, is published In Declassified Docureents,
1972. 93¢,

* For Don's recollections of the discussion, see Tran Van Don, Our Endless War, pp,
90-9).
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gave an example. At midnight on 22 Aug, Generals Don, Ton That
Dinh and Tran Thien Khiem went to see Nhu about the students,
recommending that schools all be closed in Saigon by the martial law,
because they had information that on 23, 24, and 25 Aug there would
be student demonstrations in Saigon. Nhu concurred with Generals’
recommendation, told them he had to check with the President. Nhu
and Generals went to see Diem recommending closing of schools.
Diem said “no. The young people must have means of expressing
themselves.” Don repeated that Diem is the man who makes final
decisions.

3. Don went on to explain relationships in the Palace. Said it must
be remembered that for years President has been agitator against
colonialist regimes. During this time Diem did a lot of thinking him-
self. When he took over govt in 1954 he found it was different and he
would have to have people around him who think. He turned to his
brother Nhu who is a thinker, an individual who has theories, a
philosophy. As time went on, Diem has allowed Nhu to do most of the
thinking. This does not mean President will take all of Nhu's advice.
Diem likes Nhu to write presidential proclamations, speeches. Diem
prefers himself to meet the people and talk to people. In this way Nhu
has special power as a thinker for the President.

4. In describing relationship of Madame Nhu in the Palace, Don
said that in Diem’s mind Madame Nhu has status of being Diem’s
“wife”. President has never married and not used to having women
around him. For past nine years Diem has Madame Nhu to comfort
him after day’s work is done. She is charming, talks to him, relieves
his tension, argues with him, needles him and, like a Vietnamese wife,
she is dominant in the household. President and Madame Nhu live
two apartments apart. There are no sexual relations between Diem and
Madame Nhu. In Don’s opinion, President has never had sexual rela-
tions.

He likened the situation to that of Hitler and Eva Braun. Don also
said, the President likes good looking men around him. Don cited the
case of handsome young sergeant who planted a public garden in
Dalat. President asked who had planted the garden and when in-
formed, called the sergeant to the Palace and immediately promoted
him to Lt. Colonel and put him in charge of military agriculture. Diem
has intense passions. When he likes somebody, he likes them all the
way; when he hates someone, he hates completely. There is no in-
between. Madame Nhu uses her privileged position with President to
make him say yes when he wants to say no, but he is won by her
charm. Don said, “as I know, Madame Nhu can be extremely charm-
ing.” Don said it would be practically impossible to get rid of the Nhus
because of special positions they hold; Ngo Dinh Nhu being Presi-
dent’s thinker and Madame Nhu his platonic wife.
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5. The decision for the action of 20-21 August was reached by ten
Generals during the evening of 18 Aug: Tran Van Don, Ton That
Dinh, Do Cao Tri, Tran Thien Khiem, Nguyen Khanh, [less than 1 line
not declassified], Mai Huu Xuan, Nguyen Ngoc Le, Le Van Kim, and
Duong Van Minh. According to Don, they had not been encouraged to
reach this decision by Nhu. Only time Nhu had talked about any
planning was at meeting 11 July with all Generals present. Don did
not say who brought Generals together 18 Aug.

This planning included martial law and eventual taking of bonzes
who came from outside Saigon and returning them to their own prov-
inces and pagodas. Plan was presented by Generals to Nhu on 20 Aug.
Nhu told them to discuss plans with President. Nhu was not present
when Generals presented their plan to Diem. Generals present were:
Khiem, Tri, Khanh, Dinh, [less than 1 line not declassified], Kim and
Don. Don headed the group that presented the plan to the President.

6. Generals told President that morale of troops was deteriorating,
and in fact they feared that one military post was near state of deser-
tion. Generals said that wives of soldiers and junior officers were
getting upset. They explained to President the situation as the military
saw it vis-a-vis the Buddhists, Don claims he told Diem that 8 May
affair in Hue could have been settled but that the VC had penetrated
Buddhists in Xa Loi Pagoda. Don described tactics used in demonstra-
tions on 11 Aug when bonze Thich Tam Chau was haranguing the
crowd at Xa Loi. Chau held crowd spellbound with questions like “are
we going to march in streets”? Crowd would call back “yes”. Sud-
denly Chau would say “no, we will not march in the streets. The fact
that you have said we are going to march in streets is same as march-
ing in the streets.” Don felt that the bonze who spoke English, Thich
Duc Nghiep, was very dangerous and the Generals feared that if the
Buddhist leaders assembled a large enough crowd they could order a
march toward Gia Long Palace and the army would not stop them.

7. Don said the President made decision to establish martial law
after the Generals had recommended it. Diem made the decision to
bring in troops to occupy strategic points of Saigon/Cholon and ap-
proved the recommendation to move bonzes visiting Saigon back to
their provinces and their pagodas. President insisted however that
none of the bonzes be hurt. Don said this touched him very much that
the President should insist on their not harming the Buddhists. Diem
appointed General Don as temporary successor to General Le Van Ty.
Diem made Don responsible for all troops in SVN, the conduct of
martial law, and implementation of necessary measures. General Ton
That Dinh was appointed Military Governor of Saigon/Cholon. Colo-
nel Le Quang Tung’s troops of Special Forces High Command remain
under the control of the Presidency. Don pointed out that Dinh did not
command Tung’s troops even though he is Military Governor of Sai-
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gon/Cholon. Dinh as Military Governor coordinates with Don but
Don does not command Dinh. Dinh does ask General Staff for guid-
ance but he does not execute all General Staff orders. He receives his
orders as Military Governor from the Presidency just as Colonel Tung
does. Don said Col. Tung is dangerous because he is not subject to
military control and executes orders only from Presidency. Don also
said that the Generals hate Tung's guts. Tung is responsive to both
Diem and Nhu. Tung coordinates with Nhu, but when decision is
made, it comes from the President. General Don said that the other
Generals support him (Don) except some of the younger Generals.
These younger Generals are jealous of Don’s having assumed General
Ty’s command. Don did not name any of these younger Generals. Don
was criticized by these younger Generals for the action that was taken
against the Buddhists. Majority of Vietnamese Generals are Buddhist.
For example, Don said, “when I want to tell General Tran Tu Oai
something, Oai tells me he is a civilian; he has civilian responsibility”.
When asked specifically if General Nguyen Khanh supported Don,
Don replied that Khanh was 100 percent with him. Don said also that
Duong Van Minh, Tran Van Minh, Generals Tri, Khiem, Kim and
“even Xuan” were with him. When asked if General Van Thanh Cao,
the delegate, was in on any of the planning, Don said Cao was left
completely out. He is considered by the other Generals to be a civilian.

8. General Don said he was not aware that the Buddhists were
going to be attacked by the Police and Vietnamese Special Forces.
Dinh, as Military Governor, received his orders from the Presidency
and was told Colonel Tung'’s troops would be used to reinforce Police
because VNSF had “special means”. Don intimated but did not state
that the orders came from Nhu. First indication General Don had that
pagodas were attacked was when he received call on his command
radio. Generals Khiem and Don were at JGS when they heard that
pagodas had been attacked. Don went immediately from his command
post to Xa Loi. Police commissioner Tran Van Tu was in command at
Xa Loi Pagoda backed up by Colonel Tung’s Special Forces in the
periphery of the area. The Police were the first to enter the pageda.
When Don arrived at Xa Loi, a police lieutenant was already in charge
of a detail inside Xa Loi. The Xa Loi bonzes had already been taken
away when Don arrived. In the whole operation a total of thirty
people were wounded, five seriously, This figure includes GVN and
Buddhist casualties. No bonzes were killed at Xa Loi. At 0430 hours on
morning of 21 Aug the military operation had been completed as far as
the occupation of the strategic points by the military were concerned.
Don said that 1420 bonzes were under detention throughout SVN.,

9. General Don was very proud of the fact that the Generals had
been able to maintain secrecy prior to initiation of this operation. He
was also proud of the technique employed by the troops and he said
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“everybody always talks of colonels who will pull coups d’etat. They
are incapable. We have proven this by our planning and our tech-
nique”. He cited as an example the 11 November 1960 coup d’etat
which was planned by colonels and failed. Don did not express his
personal reaction to the attack on the pagodas. Don did say that he
wants to carry out his original plan to screen all the bonzes and return
them to their provinces and to their pagodas. Don also said that the
US is holding Thich Tri Quang in USOM. Don added that Tri Quang
was one of the the main agitators and the GVN wants to take him in
custody. (Field comment: Don apparently believes Tri Quang is one of
the two bonzes taking refuge in USOM. A CAS officer who knows Tri
Quang well saw both of the bonzes in USOM on 24 August and
confirmed that neither is Tri Quang.)

10. General Don has heard personally that the military is being
blamed by Vietnamese public for the attack on the pagodas. He said
that the US Govt is at fault for this misconception because VOA
announced that the military took action against the pagodas. Don
queried why VOA did not admit that Colonel Tung’s Special Forces
and the Police carried out the action. Don believes this would help the
military at this point. Don stated that the USA should now make its
position known. Don does not want Diem replaced, for example, by an
exile like Hoan (possibly Nguyen Ton Hoan) who is presently in the
US. He admitted that within the military there is no one who could
replace Diem. He cited, as an example, himself, saying, “I'm not smart
nor am I ambitious. 1 only took the job to keep the Generals together”.

11. Don implied he is aware of planned future developments. He
said “This is the first step, and the secret of what is going to happen is
not mine to give”. When asked how long he thought martial law
would last, Don said it depended on what is going to happen. When
asked if the National Assembly elections on 31 Aug would be held he
said the elections will probably be delayed, but there will be a relaxa-
tion of martial law on 24 Aug as far as curfew is concerned.

12. Don did not say anything about keeping Diem in power or
replacing him with someone inside SVN beyond his statement that he
did not want one of the Vietnamese exile politicians to achieve power
and that no military figure could do the job. CAS officer received the
impression, and it was an impression only, that Don and his group
wished to retain Diem in power for the present phase of their plan.

13. Don also said that he realizes he will probably be “sacrificed”
as a result of the martial law action but this is not too important
because there are other military leaders who will take his place. He did
not name them. Don gave the impression that he is not the man
behind the whole thing. He is the figurehead. He is responsible for the
first phase. There are others in the group who will take over other
phases. Nothing Don said implied who the man or men might be who
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would take over other phases. Don mentioned the fact that VOA is
playing up the resignation of Ambassador Chuong. He repeated that
VOA broadcasts are hurting the military. He said it does no good to
say that military action has been taken against the Buddhists and that
the U.S. Govt deplores this action and at the same time say that the
USA continues aid. He did not expand on this to indicate what action
the USA should take.

14. Don made no mention of Vice President Tho or of any other
Cabinet members.

15. Don said that after this first phase, things cannot revert back
to what was before. When asked if he referred to the government, Don
said, “'yes, I'm talking about the government. The President has got to
change some of his Ministers.  Don did not name any specific minis-
ters. He said events are controlling the situation. Don said if he had to
choose between President Diem and Nhu, he would choose the Presi-
dent. He gave no indication of what other officers might be thinking
about Nhu. When asked if something happens, and the President is no
longer in power, would Don 80 with Nhu, Don said “if I have the
choice between the President and Nhu, Nhu is going.” He doesn't
want Nhu.

16. Reporting officer received the impression from Don that al-
though the President is still in the saddle what is going on now is
being controlled by Nhu. The impression is strong that General Don is
not completely aware of everything that is going on around him. From
Don'’s statements it appears that there is a junior element among the
Generals causing him trouble. Don indicated that he wants assurances
one way or the other from the U.S. Govt, He appears not to know
what to do next. He is completely controlled by events and reacts
rather than plans next moves. It seems Don himself feels he does not
have the power of [0r?] enough influence over the Generals to over-
throw the President. However Don did not give the impression that he
wants by choice to overthrow the President. Don evidently wants to
conciliate the Buddhists and said that the military should restore the
pagodas and the holy statues that were destroyed in some of the
pagodas. Don made no statements on the second phase of the plan.
Don did not indicate how long the first phase would last but did
indicate it would last beyond the scheduled National Assembly elec-
tions.

17. Our impression is that there is considerable significance in
Don’s statement that this is only the first phase and the secret of future
phases is not his to tell. We cannot determine whether Don means that
future phases containing the “secret” will be controlled from within
the military or, for example, by Nhu, or by other civilian figures. Don
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made no comment on any civilians by name. He said the Army's
primary aim is to fight the Viet Cong. Don also said that there was no
10 August Generals’ meeting with Ngo Dinh Nhu,

18. Have disseminated to Lodge and Harkins.
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PIEN VAN 243 TOI MAT NGAY 24/8/1963

cua B Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
Cu si Nguyén Giac dich

Bén nhap soan ngay 24/8/1963, boi:

Roger Hilsman (Giam dc Phong Tinh bao va Nghién ciru)
Chép nhan dién van va xép loai hd so mat boi: Averell
Harriman
(Thtr Truéng Ngoai Giao vé Vién Dong Su Vu)

Giai mat ngay 20/4/1998

LOI NGUOI DICH: Ho so nay trong Ty Pién Bach Khoa Mé
Wikipedia goi bang nhiéu tén khac nhau — DEPTEL 243, con
goi la Telegram 243, hay August 24 Cable, hay ngan gon 1a
Cable 243. Phan 16n ndi dung ctia ho so nay ciing dugc ghi lai
vao The Pentagon Papers.

C¢ vai diém ghi nhan nhu sau:

e Dién vin 243 chi gui t6i cAp cao nhét, trong cac nha ngoai
giao My tai VN chi gui riéng tdi Pai st Henry Cabot Lodge;
con trong gidi quan su My chi giri riéng t6i P Péc Harry
Felt, Tu Lénh Quan Lyc My Thai Binh Duong.

e Chinh phu My uy quyén cho Pai st Lodge néi thang voi éng
Diém, ring My khong dong y viéc ong Nhu chi huy canh sat
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va Luc Luong Dic Biét tin cong cac chua.

e Uy quyén cho Lodge doi 6ng Diém tra tu do tic khic cho
tang ni, va x6a bo Dy S6 10 tirc khic. Noi théng, néu khong
lam, My s€ ngung moi vién trg quan sy va kinh té.

e Uy quyén cho Lodge noi véi cac tudng lanh Viét Nam rang
My s€ ung h{ trong thoi gian chuyen tiép quyen lwe dé go bod
ong ba Nhu, va néu Di¢ém ngoan ¢o, s& thay thé Diém ludn.

e Cho Dai st Lodge toan quyén soan ké hoach, thuc hién.

Dinh kém nguyén van ban PDF / .JPEG.
Bén dich thyc hién bdi Cu s Nguyén Giac
BAT PAU DICH

HANH DONG: Toa Pai St Hoa Ky ¢ Sai Gon - Xt Ly Tirc
Khic
CHI POC THOI -- PAI SU LODGE
CUNG GUT: CINCPAC/POLAD
(Bo Tu Lénh Quan Luc My Thai Binh Duong / Nhém C6 Véan
Chinh Sach Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky)
RIENG TOI BO BOC FELT
CAM PHAT TAN

Vé viéc: Pién vian 0265 tir co quan CIA tai Saigon béo
c40 vé quan diém Tudng Tran Vin Poén; Cac dién van Saigon
320, Saigon 316 va Saigon 329 (tr Toa Pai St Hoa Ky & Sai
Gon giri vé).

Bay gio di thdy 16 rang cho du 1a thiét quan luat do quan
d61 VNCH dé ra hay do Nhu gai bay ho dé ra luat nay, Nhu da
loi dung viéc ap dit thiét quan luat dé tin céng cac ngoi
chua véi sttc manh canh sat va Luc Luong Pac Biét cuia Dai Ta
Tung trung thanh véi Nhu, do vay da dat gdnh ning trach nhiém
trén quan doi trong mat nhin tir thé gidi va tir ngudi dan Viét.
Ciing thiy rd rang Nhu da tw dan dung dé chinh Nhu Ién vi
tri chi huy.
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Chinh pha My khong thé dung ting tinh hinh trong d6
quyén luc nam trong tay Nhu. Diém phai duoc co hoi dé tu gat
bo Nhu ra va cdc thu ha cia Nhu, va thay thé ho bing cac
nhan sy chinh tri va quan st tot nhét c6 thé cé.

Néu, bat ké moi nd luc cua ong (Lodge), Diém van ngoan
¢ va tir chdi, r0i chung ta phai d6i mit voi kha thé rang chinh
ban than Diém ciing khong giir lai dwge.

Bay gio chiing t6i tin rang hanh dong khan cdp can phai
thuc hién dé ngin can Nhu khong cing ¢b thém vi tri ciia Nhu.
Do vay, trur phi trong khi tham khao véi Tudng Harkins (Tu
Lénh MACV) nhén ra nhitng phan d6i cuc ky quan trong, 6ng
dugc iy quyén tién hanh cac viéc sau:

(1) Thir nhat, chung ta phai tiép tuc ap luc & mic do thich
nghi ddi véi chinh phit VNCH nhur sau:

(a) Chinh pht Hoa Ky khong thé chap nhin hanh vi
dan ap Phit Tw cia Nhu va tay chan dudi vé boc
thiét quan lut.

(b) Phai c6 hanh dong diéu chinh tinh hinh tirc khic,
bao gdm ca viéc g& b Du s6 10, tra tw do cho céc vi
su, cac ni cd, van van... dang bi giam.

(2) Chung ta phai cung luc, ndi véi céc lanh dao quén sy
VNCH rang Hoa Ky thiy la khong thé tiép tuc vién trg chinh
phi VN vé mit quan sy va kinh té, trir phi cac budc trén thuc
hién tirc khic, ma ching ta cong nhan doi hoi g& bo 6ng ba
Nhu ra khoi chinh truong. Ching ta wéc mong sé cho Diém co
hoi hop ly ('Ie g0’ b6 ong ba Nhu, nhung néu Diém ngoan cd,
roi chiing ta sin sang chap nhan két qua hién nhién rang chung
ta khong con tung h¢ Diém nira. Ong [Lodge] cling ¢o thé noi
véi cac cap chi huy quén sy thich hop cua VNCH rang chung ta
s€ ing ho ho truc tlep trong bat ky thoi khoang chuyen tlep
nao khi co ché chinh phu trung uong bi tan vo.

(3) Ching ta cong nhan sy can thiét g& bo tai tiéng cho
quan doi VNCH vé céc tran tin cong chua, va quy 16i truc tiép
vao Nhu. Ong [Lodge] dugc uy quyén dé tuyén bd nhu thé ngay
tai Sai Gon khi ong thiy can dé dat muc tiéu do. Chung toi noi
day [& thit d6 Washington DC] da san sang néi cung nhimg 15
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nhu thé, va s& yéu cau Pai Tiéng N6i Hoa Ky (VOA) noi cling
nhimg 101 nhu thé trong dién van duoc ghi s6 ké tlep, bét ctr khi
nao 6ng [Lodge] yéu cau, hin 1a cang sém cang tot.

Cung lic v6i nhitng diéu trén, Dai s [Lodge] va cac vién
chirc ngoai giao tai VN nén khan cip khao sat tat ca nhimng cap
lanh dao thay thé co thé duoc, va soan ké hoach chi tiét dé xem
chung ta 1am sao co thé thay thé Diém néu diéu nay can thiét.

Hay gia sir rang 6ng s& tham khao véi Tudng Harkins vé
bét ky viéc phong ngira ndo ma can thiét dé bao vé nhan vién
Hoa Ky trong thoi ky khung hoang.

Ong sé& hiéu rang chung toi khong thé tir Washington cho
1énh chi tiét dé ong tim céach thuc hi¢n chién dich nay, nhung
ong ciing s& biét rang chung t6i s& tng ho 6ng tdi da vé cac hanh
dong ong lam dé dat cac myc tiéu cta chung ta.

Khong can néi rang chiing ta giit kin dién van nay téi mirc
chi nhitng ngudi can thiét méi doc, va ong sé canh giac tuong tu
dé ngan can viéc 16 chuyén qua sém.

GP-2

BALL (Péng diu tén ctiia Thir Truong Ngoai Giao George
Ball)

HET

Nguyén vin hd so PDF =
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It is now clear that whether military proposed martial
law or whether Nhu tricked them into it, Nhu coolc advantage of
its imposition to smash pagodas with police and Tung's Special
Forces loyal to him, thus placing onus on military in eyes of
world and Viemgmese people. Also clear that Nhu has maneuvered
himself into commanding position,

US Government cannot tolerate situation im which power
lies in Nhu's hands, Diem must be glven chance to rid himself
of Nhuk¥ and his coterie and replace them with best military
and political personalities available.

If, in spite of all of your efforts, Diem remains obdurate
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S ¢

-7y fdge—2___of telegram to_Amembassy SATGON - QPERATIONAL IMMEDTATE

é%auifl:alwu

r_;nd refuseg,then we must face the possibility that Diem himself __l

cannot be preserved.

" We now beli:eve immediate action must be taken to prevent Nhu from
consolidating his position further, Therefore, unless you in consulta-
tion with Harkins perceive overriding objections you are authorized
to proceed along following lines:

(1) First, we must press on appropriate levels of GVN following
line:
' (a) USG cannot accept actions against Buddhists taken by
Nhu and his collaborators under cover martial law,
(b)  Prompt dramatic actions redress situation must be taken,
including repeal of decree 1'0, rele#se of arrested monks, nuns, ete.,
(2) We must at same ;ima also tell key military leaders that US
would find it impossible to continue support GVWN militarily and
economically unless above steps are taken immediately which we
. recognize requires removal of the Nhujc from the scene, ‘We wish give
Diem reasonable opportunity to remove Nhusj, but if he remains obdurate,
then we are prepared to accept the obvious !.n;.plication that we can nho~
' longer support Diem, You may also tell appropriate military commanders

we will give them direct support in any 1nt:erim period of breakdown

l_central government mechanism, Tl 5, ——}

Cla:é«f;:u:ion .
S R e e

COPY 180 um
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T Amenbassy_SATOON_— OPERATIONAL GMEDIATE

l” (3) We recognize the necessity of removing taint on military _-]
for pagoda raids( and placing blame squarely on Nhu, You are authorized
to have such statements made in Saigon- as you consider desirable to

to takz same line here and
achieve this objective, We are prepared/to have Voice of America make
statement along llnes contained in next numbered telegram whenever you
give the word, preferably as soon as possible,

Concurrently with above, Ambassador and country team should
urgently ‘examine all possible alternat.ive leadership and make detailed
plans as to how we might 'Bring about piem's replacement if this should
become necessary. 4 2 o

Assume you will consult with General Harkins re any precautions
necessary protect American personnel during crisis period.

You will understand that we cannot from Washington give you
detailed instructions as to how this operation should proceed, but
you will also know we will back you to the hilt on actions you take
to achieve our objectives.

Needless to say we have held knowledge of "this telegram to
minimum essential people and assume you will take similar precautioﬁs
to prevent prematura x.:;:*::i 7

§ . GP-2, . L 2 A & e
Lot ® 2o W5mess B g RO
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~ DIEN VAN 274: ‘
CHIEN DICH TAN CONG CHUA,
BAT 1426 TANG NI CU SI

LOI NGUOI DICH:

(Sau day 1a bic Pién vin sb 274 trong HO so dd giai mat
“Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963” (H6 So
- Pbi Ngoai Cua Hoa Ky, 1961-1963) giri tir
Dai St Hoa Ky Henry Cabot Lodge vé B¢
Ngoai Giao My. Dién van gui tw Sai Gon
ngay 24-8-1963, vai ngdy sau trdn tdn cong
hang loat cdc chia & Mién Nam VN. Dinh
kem noi ddy la phong anh cac trang 613 va
614 cua dién van nay.

Ghi nhan tir Dién van 274:

° Ong Nhu di bién stc manh Quan bdi va
Mat Vu lam thé luc riéng cho gia dinh ho
Ngb: triét tiéu quyén luc Quan do6i bang cach
tach rieng Luc Luong Dac Bi¢t va Canh sat
D3 chién lam canh tay dé dan 4p Phat Tu.

e Cac Tudng Lanh Quan Doi khong biét gi vé chién dich tin
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cong cac chua dém 20 rang ngay 21-8-1963, trong d6 linh ong
Nhu bt 1426 Tang Ni Cu Si, trong d6 hau hét 1a tu si cp lanh
dao cua Phat gido.

e Ong Nhu di gai vii khi, chat nd vao chua dé vu va.

e Dan chung db toi cho Quan D61, va sinh vién ty kéu goi biéu
tinh.

e Quan Doi cam thay bi té liét va co nguy mat kha ning chong
Cong. Ong Nhu d3 bién Quan do6i, mdt luc luong chéng Cong
dé bao vé mién Nam thanh lyc luong riéng bao vé gia dinh ho
Ng6 chéng lai dan chiing.

e Quan Doi nghi tdi giai phap day ong ba Nhu ra ngoai chinh
phu, giit 6ng Diém lam Tong Thong.

Ban dich toan van thuc hién boi Cu s Nguyén Giac)
Nhdan manh cua nguoi post tai liéu.

274. Pién Vin tir Toa Pai Sit Hoa Ky tai VN giri vé B
Ngoai Giao (1)

Sai Gon, ngay 24 thang 8 nam 1963, ltc 6 gio chiéu

320. CINCPAC for POLAD (H6 so 320. Tu Lénh Quan
Lyc Thai Binh Duong ghi chu toi Hoi Pong C6 Véan Chinh
Sach Ngoai Giao). Sau day 1a ban ghi nhé cudc no6i chuyén gilra
Rufus Phillips, Giam dc USOM Rural Affairs (Uy Ban Hoa
Ky vé Phat Trién Nong Thon), va Tudng Lé Vin Kim vao ngay
23-8-1963:

Bit dau ban vian: Sau day 1a 1o Tuong Lé Van Kim, nguoi
hién gitr chirc Pho S¢ Quan HE Cong Pdng ciia Tuéng Tran
Vin Dén, tuy én bd véi toi trong budi nodi chuyén véi Tudng
Kim hdm 23-8-1963. Tudng Kim 1a mdt ban than cii cua t6i, va
yéu cau cudc noi chuyén nay duoc giit bi mat.

Tudng Kim khoi dau cudc ndi chuyén bang 101, mot cach
cay dang, rang Quéan Doi VNCH bay gio' hanh dong nhuw bup
bé trong tay C6 Vin Ngo Pinh Nhu, nguoi déa lra gat quan
doi trong viéc ban hanh thiét quan luat. Quan bai, gom ca cac
Tuéng Toén That Pinh va Pon, khong biét gi vé cac ké hoach
tAn cong Chua X4 Loi va cac chua khac. Chién dich d6 thuc
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hién béi Luc Luwgng DPac Biét ciia DPai Ta Lé Quang Tung va
canh sat da chién theo 1énh bi mait ciia 6ng Nhu. Nhu hién
nam quyén kiém soat, va Tuéng Dong dang nhan 1énh truc tiép
tor Ong ta.

Theo 161 Kim, ¢6 1426 nguoi (Tang Ni Cu Si Phat Gido)
da bi bat. TAt ca chét nd va vii khi tim thiy trong cac chiia la
di dwa gai vao. Biy gid dan chung tin ring Quan Doi dang giir
trach nhiém dan 4p Phat Tt va dang chuyén du luan sang chong
d6i Quan Poi. Néu tinh hinh nay khong sira chita va néu dan
chung khong dugc biét sy that, Quan Dai s€ bi té liét mot cach
nghiém trong trong cudc chién chéng Cong.

Tudng Kim noéi, céc sinh viéen Pai Hoe Y Khoa va Dai
Hoc Duwgc Khoa di to chirc biéu tinh vao sang ngay 23-8-
1963. Kim cam thay nhitng cudc biéu tinh s€ lan rong, rang sinh
vién dang bén bd bao dong. Nhat 1énh vé kém ché bao dong
biéu tinh da trao cho cac cap chi huy Quan Doi VNCH vio sang
ngay 23, va ong hy vong bao luc gitra Quan DPoi va sinh vién
c6 thé tranh dugc. Tuy nhién, Nhu da ra lénh cho Cao Xuan V¥
(Téng Giam Pdc Thanh Nién) phai to chirc mdt cudc biéu tinh
khong 16 ciia Luc Luong Thanh Nién Cong Hoa voi khoang
hon 500,000 nguoi vao ngay 25-8-1963. Kim tin rang biéu tinh
16n nhu thé, néu co thé to chirc, s& dan t4i bao dong & muirc
khong hinh dung ndi va, do vay, phai duoc tranh né. Ong néi
6ng nghi ngo rang Nhu c6 chiu nghe bat ky 16i khuyén trai ¥
nao vé biéu tinh hay khong.

T6i hoi Tuéng Kim rang Quan Poi VNCH co doan két
hay khong. Ong néi rang Nhu da cb y chia ré quyén lanh dao
giita Pai T4 Tung, Tudng Dinh va Tudng Pon, va dang ddi phod
vo1 tung nguoi mot cach riéng €. Tudng Pon (1a anh/em vo ciia
6ng) khong nim duoc nhidu hd trg ty nhién trong cic si quan
nhung hau hét cac Tudng lanh va si quan cao cip khac, ong
cam thay, c6 thé duoc mdi goi ing hd quanh Tudng Poén. Cau
hoi chi yéu 13, lap truong cia My thé nao? Néu My c6 lap
truong minh bach chéng lai 6ng ba Nhu, va hd trg hanh dong
Quan Doi day ong ba Nhu ra khoi chinh phu, Quan Ddi (chi trir
Paj T4 Tung) s& doan két dé hau thudn hanh dong do6 va sé& co
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thé thuc hién duoc. Ong cam thiy rang giir ong Diém trén ngdi
Téng Théng, mdc du ca nhan ong khong wa dng Diém, s€ la
gidi phap nén lam véi d1eu kién rang thé lyc toan gia toc ho
Ngb c6 thé bj x6a sb thuc té, vinh vién. Ong noi, khoi ban vé
truong hop loai trir 6ng ba Nhu, vi khong nhiing phai loai trir
6ng ba Nhu ma con phai can dep bo ca tay chén cua ho nira.

Cubi cing, Tudng Kim noi rang ong va 7 tudng lanh khac
da bi budc ky 101 thé trung thanh véi Tong Théng Diém hom
22-8-1963 1a sé iing ho hanh dong ciia chinh phi chéng lai
cac Phat T C)ng nodi, Hoa Ky dung bi Itra gat bdi ban van do,
va rang dai da s6 Quan Doi va hau hét cic tudng lanh (nhing vi
da ky trén ban vin do) khong hé chap nhan viéc dan ap Phat
Tir, nhung cac tudng da phai ky ban vian luc d6, vi néu khong
s€biloray chéng dbi va roi s& bj C6 Van Ng6 Dinh Nhu triét
ha.

Lodge (ky tén Dai sir Henry Cabot Lodge)

(1) Nguodn: Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, H6 So Trung Uong,
SOC 14-1 S VIET. Mat; Xu 1y ho so tirc khic; Pho bién han
ché. Gui ban sao téi Tu Lénh Quan Lyc Hoa Ky Thai Binh
Duong. Hilsman di trich dan dién van nay trong cuén To Move
a Nation, cac trang 484-485, nhu mot phan trong mot phuong
phap ciia cac tudng lanh VNCH tiép can vai cac vién chiic My.

PHONG ANH PIEN VAN 274 >
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Raids on the Pagodas; A Possible Coup 613

274.  Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department
of State'’

Saigon, August 24, 1963—6 p.m,

320. CINCPAC for POLAD. Following is memorandum of conver-
sation between Rufus Phillips, Director of USOM Rural Affairs, and
General Le Van Kim held on August 23:

Begin Text: Following are statements made to me by General Le
Van Kim, currently acting as Deputy for Public Relations to General
Don, during course of a conversation with him on 23 August 1963,
General Kim is an old personal friend and asked that this conversation
be kept in closest personal confidence.

General Kim opened conversation by saying, bitterly, that Army is
now acting as puppet of Counselor Nhu, who tricked it into establish-
ing martial law. The Army, including Generals Dinh and Don knew
nothing of plans to raid Xa Loi and other pagodas. This was carried out
by Colonel Tung’s Special Forces and combat police on Nhu's secret
orders. Nhu is now in control and General Don is taking orders di-
rectly from him.

According to Kim, 1426 people (Buddhist monks and laymen)
have been arrested. All of explosives and arms found in pagodas were
planted. Now the population believes the Army was responsible for
repression of Buddhists and is turning against Army. Unless this situa-
tion is corrected and people are told truth, Army will be seriously
handicapped in its fight against Communists.

General Kim said students from Faculties of Medicine and Phar-
macy had held demonstrations on morning of 23rd. Kim felt these
demonstrations were bound to spread, that students were on verge of
violence. Riot control briefings had just been given to ARVN unit
leaders on moming of 23rd and he hoped violence between Army and
students could be avoided. However, Nhu had ordered Cao Xuan Vy
(Director General of Youth) to organize a massive demonstration of
Republican Youth involving over 500,000 people for 25th of August.
Kim believes that such a demonstration, if it could be organized,
would produce a riot of unimaginable proportions and, therefore, must
be avoided. He said he doubted that Nhu would listen to any contrary
advice about demonstrations.

I asked Kim if the Army was united. He said that Nhu had
deliberately split the command between Colonel Tung, General Dinh
and General Don and was dealing with each separately. Don (who is

' Source: Department of State. Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET. Secret: Operational
Immediate; Limit Distribution. Repeated to CINCPAC. Hilsman cites this telegram in To

:4‘0‘::: Nation, p. 484-48S, as part of an approach by Vietnamese Generals to American
Is.
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614 Foreign Relations, 1961-1963, Volume III

his brother-in-law) does not command much natural support among
officer corps but most of other Generals and senior officers, he felt,
could be rallied around him (Don). Key question was where did US
stand. If US took clear stand against Nhus and in support of Army
action to remove them from government, the Army (with exception of
Colonel Tung) would unite in support of such an action and would be
able to carry it out. He felt that retaining President, even though he
personally did not like him, would be preferable providing all Ngo
family influence could be permanently and effectively eradicated. It
was not just a question of getting rid of Nhus, he said, but of also
removing their followers from scene.

Finally, Kim said that he and seven other general officers had
been obliged on 22 August to sign an oath of loyalty to President Diem
which fully supported actions taken by government against Buddhists.
He said US must not be fooled by this document, that vast majority of
Army and most of Generals who signed document, did not approve of
repression of Buddhists but had to sign at this time or expose them-
selves to individual elimination by Counselor Nhu.

Lodge
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BAN PHUC TRINH
CUA PHAI POAN PIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QUOC
VE PAN AP PHAT GIAO
TAI NAM VIET NAM NAM 1963

DOCUMENT A/5630
Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission to South
Viet-Nam
[Original text: English, French and Spanish] [7 December 1963)

Ban Phuc Trinh A/5630 (Report of the United Nation
Fact-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam) nguyén gbc bang
tiéng Anh, tuong trinh cac 10i khai ctia cic nhan vat chinh c6
lién quan tryc tiép dén bién cd Phat gido nam 1963.

Ban vin cho biét Phai Poan LHQ bao gdm cac nha ngoai
giao Afghanistan, Brazil, Ceylon, Costaria, Dahomey, Morocco,
va Nepal. téi Sai Gon lac 12:30 am sang 24-10-1963, phong
van nhiéu nhan chimg tai Sai Gon cho dén sang 30-10-1963 di
Hué, hom sau tr¢ lai Sai Gon ... . Ho phong van nhiéu nguoi
lién h¢ t&1 cdo bude dan ap Phat Gido, nhung khong dugce phép
phong van Thuong Toa Thich Tri Quang va mot sé nguoi khac
bj chinh phu Ngé Dinh Diém cho 1a dbi 1ap chinh tri (political
opposition).

Té1 ngay 1-11-1963 xay ra cudc dao chanh. Cong vi¢c cua
phai doan téi ddy xem nhu chidm dut. Nghia 13, chi phong van
cac nhan ching c6 6 ngay (riéng 2 ngiy cudi tudn 1a 26 va
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27/10 phan 16n thoi gian phdi doan & khach san doc tai liéu).
Phéi doan ro1 Sai Gon ngay 3-11-1963.

Hb so dugc trinh 1én phién hop khoang dai Pai Hoi Béng
LHQ lan thr 1280 vao ngay Thtr Sau 13 thang 12-1963, nhung
LHQ quyét dinh khong ban hd so nay, vi 6ng Ngo Dinh Diém
da bi 1at do.

Dinh kém bai nay c6 2 hd so dang PDF va 1 h so danh
anh .jpg. HO so thtr nhét 12 ban bao céo dai 93 trang mang sb
AJ/5630, ho so thi nhi 13 vin ban budi hop ciia LHQ ngay 13-
12-1963 dai 4 trang, trong do c6 dé muc "Agenda Item 77", noi
rang Pai hoi dong (LHQ) thay khong can thiét dé tiép tuc xem
xét (xép ho so)

Ban Phtic Trinh gdm bon chuong, chuong dau néi vé thi
tir thoi gian hoat dong ctia phai doan chuong ké tuong trinh vé
cdo budc vi pham nhan quyén (boi chinh quyén Ngé Dinh
Diém) ciia 16 qudc gia thanh vién LHQ , chuong thi 3 13 lap
truong cua chinh quyén Ngoé Pinh Diém va chuong tht 4 1a
phan khao sat nhan ching va cac thu tir phai doan tiép nhan.
Trong chuong nay c6 phan y kién cta phai doan, ké nhitng gi
nhin thay bang mat khi t6i cac chiia va bénh vién. Phan cudi ban
phc trinh cho biét, “Tai phién hop khoang dai thir 1280 thong
qua ngay 13 Thang Muoi Hai 1963, Dai hoi dong quyét dinh
khong tiép tuc xem x€t vu viéc nay”.

Trong Ban Phuc Trinh LHQ, c6 ban dich ban Thong Cao
Chung Ngay 16/6/193 trén d6 c6 chir ky cua Hoa Thugng Thich
Tinh Khiét va Téng Théng Ngo Dinh Diém (xem trang 85), va
¢6 ban dich Du S6 10 do Qudc Truong Bao Pai ky nam 1950
(xem trang 86).

C6 mot sb chi tiét quan trong trong ban Bao Céo nay: ¢ 3
tinh Quang Ngai, Phi Yén, Binh Dinh tr nam 1956 t61 1963 c6
208,000 nguoti bi ep Vao bag Cong Gido.

Két luan 1& ra nim trong cudc thao luén ngay Thir Sau 13-
12-1963, qua thao luén vé "Agenda Item 77" nhung LHQ bac
bo, ndi khong can thiét nita, vi ong Ng6 DPinh Di¢m da bi 1at db.
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NHAN XET:

Theo LHQ, hd so nay la "inconclusive" vi chua dua ra
LHQ thao luan, va vi chi méi phong vin mot phan trong hai bén
thoi. Nguyén van cau d6 “It arrived in Saigon in late October
and heard a number of witness. Unfortunately for the scholar,
the affair ended inconclusively as a result of the successful
coup against President Diem that took place while the mission
was in Saigon”. [Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thang Muoi
va da nghe mot sé nhan ching. Khong may cho cac hoc gia,
cong viée bi két thiic dang dé vi cudc dao chanh Tong thong
Diém da thanh cong khi phai doan dang & Sai Gon]. Cau nay
ham y cudc diéu tra khong di dén dugc mot két luan nao vi
Tong Thong Ngo Pinh Diém bi 14t d6 chir khong phai vi
khong c¢6 dan ap Phat Gido (xem phdong anh trang 67 dinh
kém, trich tir cuén United Nations high commissioner for
human rights”, By Roger Stenson Clark, trang 67).

N6i tém lai 12 ban phic trinh khong hé cé két luin
"Khéng cé dan ap ton giso" nhw nhirng thé lyc thi nghich
véi Phat Gido da noi.

C6 mot diém can luu y 1a trong cude didu tra, phai doan
da khong phong van ba nhan vat quan trong trong bién cd Phat
Gido ndm 1963, Thuong Toa Thich Tri Quang, ngudi lanh dao
tinh than cua Phat gido nim 4y, 6ng C6 Van Ngo Pinh Can va
cuu Thiéu T4 Dang Si, Pho tinh truong ndi an, ngudi cd mat tai
dai phat thanh Hué dém 8/5/1963.

DINH KEM:

e Bin bio cdo dai 93 trang mang sé A/5630 (Ban gic
bang Anh ngir)

e Vin ban budi hop ciia LHQ ngay 13-12-1963 (Ban
gbc bang Anh ngir)

e Phong anh trang 67, trich tir cuén United Nations
high commissioner for human rights”

“PE MUC THAO LUAN SO 77” VA “TAI LIEU
A/5630”

Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission to
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South Viet-Nam — 7-12-1963

Ban Phiic Trinh nguyén gdc bang tiéng Anh, dai 93 trang,
gdm 4 chwong va 16 Phu lyc. Tat ca dwoc ding lai trong Dé
muc Thao ludn sb 77 cia Lién Hi¢p Quéc:

- Chuong I: Ghi chép theo trinh tu cac hoat dong cta Phéi
doan (Chronological Accounts of the Mission’s Activities).

- Chuong II: T céo truéc Hoi dong Khoang Pai (LHQ)
vé Vi pham Nhén quyén tai Viét nam Cong hoa (Allegations of
Violations of Human Rights in the Republic of Viet-Nam
brought Before the General Assembly).

- Chuong III: Lap truong cua Chinh phu (Position of the
Government)

- Chuong IV: Tham tra cic Nhan chimg va Thong tin ma
Phai doan nhan dugc (Examination of Witness and
Communications Received by the Mission).

Toan bg Tai li€éu A/5630 .
) Document A/5630 dugc dang lai trong Bé muc Thao luan
s0 77 (Agenda Item 77)

Tdam Diéu/Ban Bién Tap
www.thuvienhoasen.org

DOCUMENT A/5630
Report of the United Nations Fact-Fiading Mise
[Origi

text: English, French ond_Spanick]
[7 Decomber 1963)

(Phong anh cia dién van nay

xin xem ban 16n hon &

trang 115, bai “Phiic Trinh A/5630
ciia Phdi Dodn Diéu Tra LHQ...”
ctia TAm Diéu va Nguyén Kha)

fazt

YEE% 2 = & mesiy
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PHUC TRINH A/5630
CUA PHAI POAN PIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QUOC
VE PAN AP PHAT GIAO
TAI NAM VIET NAM NAM 1963
PA KET LUAN NHU THE NAO?

Tam Diéu va Nguyén Kha

1- BOI CANH

Sau cudc tu thiéu cua Hoa Thugng Thich Quang Duc
ngay 11-6-1963 lam rung dong luong tdm nhan loai, va sau
cudc ty tir bi hung nhung day thach d6 ciia vin hao Nhét Linh
Nguyén Tudng Tam vao dung ngay Song That 7/7/1963, chinh
quyén Ngb Dinh Diém (ma quyén binh qudc gia luc bay gio da
hoan toan thudc vé vo chdng ong ba C6 vin Ngb Pinh Nhu-
Tran Lé Xuan) quyét dinh dep tan phong trao doi hoi binh dang
ton gido ciia Phat gido, du ngoai mit van ru nga Phat gido va du
luan thé gidi véi mot Thong Cao Chung do chinh tay 6ng Diém
ky tir ngay 16-6-1963.

bém 20-8-1963, 6ng Nhu ra Iénh cho mét don vi quan doi
la Lyc Luong Pac Biét ciia Dai td Lé Quang Tung va Canh sat
D3 chién tong tAn cong cac chua trén toan qudc. Pic biét tai Sai
Gon, luc luong vo trang niy ma gido su Buttinger xem khong
khac gi nhém xung kich ciia Nazi (Nazi stormtrouper) di bat
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giam 1,426 Tang Ni va Cu si Phat gido (xem Dién vin so 274
cua Toa Dai sit My tai Sai Gon gui cho Bo Ngoai giao My ngay
24-8). Toan bd thanh phén lanh dao Phat gido coi nhu bi té 1iét,
nhwong lai cude ddu tranh chdng doc tai gido tri va gia dinh
trj cho sinh vién thanh nién, tri thtrc, va cac dang phai qudc gia,

Tham khao tir Wikipedia:

m Ngay 21/8/1963, sinh vién Trung Tam Quéc Gia Ky
Thuat Phu Tho bai khoa.

m Ngay 22/8/1963, khoa truéng Y Khoa Sai Gon bac si
Pham Biéu TAm tir chirc rdi bi bat. Ngay hom sau, sinh vién Y
khoa van dong sinh vién cac truong khac lién két thanh 1ap Uy
ban Chi dao Sinh vién Lién khoa. Uy ban nay phat dong sinh
vién tat ca cac truong dai hoc bai khod. Sau vai tuan le phong
trao bai khoa lan tGi tat ca cac cip trung hoc toan quoc.

m Cung ngay 22/8/1963, gi4o su Vii Vin Mau tir chirc Bo
truong Ngoai Giao va cao dﬁu nhu mot nha su dé phan ddi
chinh sach ky thi Phat gido cua dng Diém.

m Ciung ngay 22 thang 8 nam 1963, 6ng Trin Vin
Chuong, than phu cta ba Nhu, tur chic dai st Viét Nam Cong
Hoa tai My dé phan dbi chinh sach uu dai dao Thién Chda gido
La M4 ciia Tong thong Ngb Dinh Diém.

m Ngay 24/8/1963 trén 3.000 sinh vién va hgc sinh tap
hop tai truong Luat Khoa Sai Gon dé chao don Gido su Vil
Vian Méu. Uy ban Chi dao Sinh vién Lién khoa dugc ddi tén
thanh Ban Chi Pao Sinh Vién Va Hoc Sinh ra tuyén ngon ung
hd nhiing doi hoi chinh dang cua Phat giao.

m Sau ngay 24/8/1963, cac phan khoa dai hoc va truong
trung hoc 16n tai Sai Gon déu bi canh sat phong toa. Sinh vién
va hoc sinh bai khoa va van dong cac gido su tur chuc. Hoc sinh
cac truong trung hoc cong lap Gia Long, Trung Vwong va Vo
Trwong Toan to chirc meeting tai san trudng. Hoc sinh truong
Chu Van An x06 xat véi canh sat. Khoang 2.000 hoc sinh trung
hoc tai Sai Gon bi bat. S6 sinh vién va hoc sinh bj bit qua
nhiéu dén khong dii chd giam trong cac trai Canh Sat nén phai
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téng 1én xe GMC ch¢ vé giam ¢ Trung Tam Huin luyén Quang
Trung

m Ngay 25/8/1963, 300 sinh vién hoc sinh t6 chirc biéu
tinh tai Cong truong Dién Hong phia trudc chg Bén Thanh
trong luc chinh quyén dang ban b6 1énh gidi nghiém. Canh sat
ban vao doan biéu tinh giét chét nir sinh Quach Thi Trang.
Khoang 200 nguoi bi bit giir. Xac Quach Thi Trang bi canh sat
mang di. Chiéu hém d6, chinh quyén ra thong cdo cac luc luong
an ninh dwoc 1énh nd sung vao bat cir ddm dong nao ty hop noi
cong cong ma khong xin phép trudce.

2 =

Sinh vién Pai hoc Khoa hoc Sai Gon biéu tinh ung ho Phat giao
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Thanh nién sinh vién bi Canh sat bat dem vé Trung tam Hu
luyén Quang Trung

Trong khong khi cing thang do nhiing bién phap sit mau
d6 cua chinh quyén Ngo Pinh Diém, va gita mot mua he Sai
Gon néng bong véi nhiing tin dén vé ddo chanh va phan déo
chanh, vé chinh quyén ong Diém théa hiép voi Ha Noi, vé vai
trd cua tan Pai sit My Cabot Lodge (ké tir 26/8), vé kha ning
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ong Nhu s€ thay ong Diém, ... muoi ngay sau, ngay 4-9-1963,
14 nuéc bao gdm Afghanistan, Algeria, Cambodia, Ceylon,
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Mong C6, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Trinidad va Tobago (sau d6, thém hai
nude Mali va Nepal) dua van d& Phat giao Viét Nam ra trudc
Pai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quéc (LHQ) véi ndi dung cao budc
chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa vi pham cac nguyén tic clia
Hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudc.

Mot thang sau, ngay 4/10/1963, Viét Nam Cong hoa giri
thu 1én Pai Hoi déng Lién Hiép Quéc mo1 mot phai doan sang
Viét Nam diéu tra vé tinh hinh t6n gido tai Viét Nam. Cudi
thang Mudi, Lién Hiép Qudc cir phai doan gdm 16 thanh vién
dai dién 7 qudc gia Afghanistan (truong phai doan), Brazil,
Ceylon, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Morroco va Nepal sang Viét
Nam diéu tra tim hiéu sy that. Phai doan dén Phi truong Tan
Son Nhut tdi 24-10- 1963, va bét dau tr hom sau chi tiép xtic
céc gidi chirc chinh quyén va phong van cac nhan ching trong 6
ngay (ma riéng 2 ngay cudi tuan 1a 26 va 27/10 thi phan 1on
thoi gian phai doan & khach san doc tai liéu). Cudc diéu tra két
thiic som hon du liéu khi ché d6 Diém bi 14t d6 vao ding ngay
1é Cac Thanh (Toussaint, 1- 11) cua Cong gido, ngay ma tat cac
co quan chinh pht dugc nghi 1&. Va phai doan roi Sai Gon ngay
3-11-1963.

2- BON TAI LIEU CAN BAN

Co ba tai liéu chinh thuc ctua Lién Hiép Quoc va mot cong
trinh nghién ctru dai hoc lién quan dén cudc diéu tra vé dan ap
Phat gi4o tai Nam Viét Nam cua LHQ:

- Tai liéu A/5630 - Phuc trinh ciia Phai doan Diéu tra Lién
Hiép Quéc tai Nam Viét Nam, hoan tat ngay 7-12-1963.
(Document A/5630 - Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding
Mission to South Viet-Nam)

- P& muc Thao luin s6 77 (Agenda Item 77)

- Bién ban Budi hop Khosng dai thir 1280 ctia Pai Hoi
dong LHQ, Phién hop tha 18, ngay 13-12-1963 (United
Nations General Assembly, Eighteen Session, 1280"™ Plenary
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Meeting — Official Records)

- Khao luan in thanh sach “Mét Cao Uy Lién Hiép Quéc
vé Nhan Quyén” (A United Nations High Commissioner For
Human Rights) cua Giao su Roger Stenson Clark, do Martinus
Nijhoff (Hoa Lan), xuat ban nim 1972.

2.1- “DE MUC THAO LUAN SO 77° VA “TAI LIEU
A/5630”

Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission to
South Viet-Nam — 7-12-1963

Ban Phuc Trinh nguyén gbc bang tiéng Anh, dai 93 trang,
gdm 4 chwong va 16 Phu lyc. Tat ca dugc ding lai trong D&
muc Thao luan sé 77 cia Lién Hiép Qudc:

- Chuong I: Ghi chép theo trinh tu cac hoat dong cua Phai
doan (Chronological Accounts of the Mission’s Activities).

- Chuong II: Té céo truéc Hoi ddng Khoang Pai (LHQ)
vé Vi pham Nhan quyén tai Viét nam Cong hoa (Allegations of
Violations of Human Rights in the Republic of Viet-Nam
brought Before the General Assembly).

- Chuong III: Lap truong cua Chinh phu (Position of the
Government)

- Chwong IV: Tham tra cac Nhan chimg va Thong tin ma
Phai doan nhan dugc (Examination of Witness and
Communications Received by the Mission).

Toan b¢ Tai ligu A/5630 (Document A/5630) dugc dang
lai trong D& muc Thao luan sé 77 (Agenda ltem 77)

Lap truong chinh phi do Tudéng Tran T Oai trinh bay.
Phai doan con gdp cac ong Ngod Dinh Diém, Ngd Dinh Nhu,
Nguyen Ngoc Tho, Bui Van Luong, Nguyen Pinh Thuan, Vi
Vin Mau va mot so vién chirc tai Hué. L& di nhién, chinh phu
khiang khing cho rang khong c6 ky thi ton gido, khong co uu
dai Cong giao, khong c6 ngugc dai Phat gido. . .. didu ma thye té
9 nam cam quyén cua 6ng Di¢m da phu bac het Pén ndi Linh
muc Lé Quang O4nh da phai nhan danh Khéi gido si Dong Tam
lén dn “tdi bat cong” (cua dng Diém) dd giét hai dong bao vé
toi. That la tan bao, da man, phan dan chu, phan tw do, phan
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dao dirc, lam nhuc cho quoc thé Viét Nam, trong 1a thu giri Hoa
Thuong Hoi chu Téng Hoi Phat Giao Viét Nam ngay 12-5-1963
ngay sau bién c6 & Hué. Tham chi khi 6ng Ngé DPinh Thuc qua
Vatican ngay 7-9-1963, 6ng con khong dugc Gido hoang Paul 6
cho gip mit dé “giai doc”.

Agenda item 77

infiltrate, if vot to impose their own cadres who try
to take over the leadership. in

301

writh the B

taken by the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam

has no other

This results in ideological deviations, which in
practice are reflected in techniques of political agitation
and propaganda and in the crganization of riots and
coups d’élat for the benefit of foreign interests. This
is the tragedy of Buddhism in Viet-Nam ; it will no
d;.)uAb;{bc the tragedy of Buddhism in the other countries
0 2,

We hope that, instead of allowing themseives to be
poisoned by an international conspiracy of the East or
the West against the Republic of Viet-Nam, the
fraternal African and Asian countries will benefit from
the experience in our country and forestall the crises
which they will possibly have o face,

Every Government is in duty bound to uphold public
order and also to ensure that alien cadres both from
the East and the West, with their specific ideologies
and policies, do not mar the origical purity of Buddhism
and the other movements, In other words, the action

objective than to frec the Buddhist hierarchy from all
outside pressure and to shield the development of
Buddhism from any external influence that works
against the interests of the Buddhist religion and against
the higher interests of the State.

1 am also bappy to be able to inform you that a
solution has already been found to the Buddhist ques-
tion which bears witness to the merits of the policy
pursued by the Viet-Namese Government. Freed from
the evil influence of foreign agitators and adventurers,
the Buddhist hierarchy has resumed charge of the
Buddhist community and of the pegodas throughout
the territory of Viet-Nam,

I request you to be kind enough to comununicale
this to the rep ives of the African and
Asian States Members of the United Nations.

(Signed) Ngo Dinh Drex
Presideni of the Republic of Vist-Nam

DOCUMENT A/5630

Report of the United Nations Faet-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam
(Original text: English, French ond Spanish)

[7 Decomber 1963)

CONTENTS
Chspter Pavagraphs
I. Crzonacosical ACCOUNT oF wnE MissioN's ACTIVITIES .. .................. 1-63
A. Origin and establishment of the United Nations Fact-Fiading Mission
b’gz‘ulh Viet-Nam . 1-6
B. Preparation for the deperture f 7-1
S R R T R L L SO 12-17
D. First mectings with the Government and exchange of views on the
R M R B A R R TR Tl 11 =
E. Meeting with the Seceetary of State for Foreign Affairs on the work
of the Mission ..........cooiioian ces 27-36
F. Programme of work ............. 37-48
G, Cosduct of the hearings and examiration of petitlons ....... 40-50
H. Further meeting with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs .o 51.57
T. Thke coup d'état—Contact with the Military Revolutionary Council .... 58-63
II. ALLECATIONS OF VICLATIONS OF RUMAK RIGRTS 17 THE Repunuic or Vor-Nan
BROUCHT nafodt THE GENERAL ASSEMULY ....ocoeiiryeiriiirrarnarnins Lo 6471
A, Written by the G of sixteen Member States 64
B. Otber allegations brought before the General Assembly ........... 3 65
C. United Nations criteria for determining violations of human rights 66-71
5 . 728
A. Statement on the Buddhist problan in Viet-Nam by General Tran Tu Oai 73
B. Mesting with Mr. Ngo Dink Diem, President of the Republic.......... 74-7%
C. Meeting with Mr. Ngo Dinh Nho, Political Adviser to the Presidency. ... &0
D. Meeting with Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Tho, Vice-President of the Republic 81
B. Mesting with Mr. Bul Van Luang, Secretary of State for the Interior 82
F. Meeting with Mr. Nguyen Dinh Thuan, Secretary of State to the
e R R R A e e e S 82
G. Interview in Hné with the Government delegate, the Commanding Officer
of the First Cocps and other officials ... ....... e R e e 84
H. Regort of the Chairman of the Mission ¢a his meeting with the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs ......ocieiiiiiiii i a5
TV. EXAMINATION OF WITNRSSES AND COMMUNICATIONS BECSIVED BY THE Mission  86-191
A. Examination of witnesses v ieaare YR 86-148
B. Communications received by the Mission :dgzj?i
sraspais 72-19

C, General obscrvations
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Nguoc lai, c6 mot s6 chi tiét quan trong trong ban Phuc
trinh nay: Chi trong 3 tinh Quang Ngai, Phu Yén, Binh Dinh ma
thoi, tor ndm 1956 t61 1963 da c¢6 208,000 nguwoi bi ép vao Pag
Coéng Gido. Ngoai ra, con c6 ban dich ban Thong Cao Chung
ngay 16/6/193 trén d6 c6 chir ky cua Hoa thugng Thich Tinh
Khiét va Tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém (xem trang 85), va c6 ban
dich Du S6 10 do Qudc Trudéng Bao Pai ky nim 1950 (xem
trang 86).

Phan cudi Phuc trinh, tai Chuong IV, trong muc Nhan xét
Téng quat (General Observations) c6 néu ra 13 diéu ma Phai
doan ghi nhan (nhu cac chua, cac co quan nha nudc, khach san,
thai d§ cia nhan vién chinh quyén, cudc ddo chanh, ...) nhung
tuyét nhién khong c6 mét Két ludin Chung quyét, du so
khéi, vé tinh hinh dan 4p Phit gido tai Nam Viét Nam. Di
nhién, dang 1€ Phai doan con phai ¢ lai lau hon (4 ngay lam
viéc) dé diéu tra, va két luan dang 18 s& dugc thuc hién khi Phai
doan tro vé lai Nitu Udc, co thi gio dé khao sat lai cac tai liéu
da thu luom, roi thao luan va két luan dé trinh 1én Pai Hoi d@)ng
LHQ trong mot phién hop khoang dai. Rat tiéc diéu nay da
KHONG xay ra vi cudc chinh bién cua Quan doi da lat dd ché
d6 Diém vao ngay 1-11-1963.

That vay, & trang cudi cing, trang 93 ciia Phic Trinh,
c6 tong két nhitng hoat dong ma Pai Hoi Pong LHQ di tién
hanh (ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY)
nhu sau:

- Tai Phién hop Khoang dai thir 1234 vao ngay 8-10-1963,
LHQ quyét dinh thanh 1ap Phai doan Diéu tra dén Viét Nam.
Thanh vién s& do Chu tich Pai Hoi dong cong ctr.

- Tai Phién hop Khoang dai tht 1239 vao ngay 11-10-
1963, Chu tich Pai Hoi dong tuyén bd 7 thanh vién ciia Phai
doan.

- Tai Phién hop Khoang dai thir 1280 vao ngay 13-12-
1963, Dai Hoi dong quyét dinh khong tiép tuc ciru xét dé
muc niy nira (At the 1280" plenary session, the General
Assembly decided not to continue the consideration of this item)
Trang 93, trang cudi cua Phuc trinh, dong thai cubi cung cia
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Dai Hoi Pong 12 “Tai Phién hop Khoang dai thir 1280 vao
ngay 13-12-1963, Pai Hi Pong quyét dinh khong tiép tuc
clru xét dé muc ndy nira” (At the 1280™ plenary session, the
General Assembly decided not to continue the consideration of
this item)

— Agenda item 77 93
A _hw moments later the jeep drove off. I tock the hand-
kerchicf off my eyes. I was in a rubber plantaticn, I shouted

“‘Now I am just going to bandsge my wounds and thes
we shall go and look for our comrade”

at the top of my voice:
‘' ‘Halle ! Is anyone here?'
“A voice answered:
“*Hallo | Here we arel’

“I ran towards the voics. How happy I was to see two
studeszs! Without saying a word, we hugged ome another
warmly,

“My two friends’ shirts were torn and splashed with blood.

““How did you get like that?

“‘They tore my shirt,} explained one of my friends, ‘and
drew lines on my chest with their dagger. Look!”

“With that be unbuttoned his shirt. Drops of blood were
still oozing from his chest,

““Where is the other studest ' T asked them.
““We have no idea

“Applying the first-aid I had learned from scouting, 1 tore
up my pullover and locked for a few herbs to stanch the
flow of blood.

“When the bandages were in place, we set off to find the
fourth student, but in vain. There was 1o sign of him, The
sun began to sink behind the rubber-trees.

“““Perhaps our friend wss taken away by the soldiers, said
one of the others; ‘now we must get out of this plantatica’

“\r\"e walked due west along a plantaton track. An hour’s
walking brought =s to highway No. 15. We were 50 lan from
the capital om the Saigon-Cap Saint-Jacques road, A short
while later we met a bus and got aboard. When we reached
the bus terminal at Seigon we had not a piastre to pay our
farcs, for the Intelligence Cocps soldiers had taken all our
money by farce. In view of our plight, the bus-owner did nox
ask for our fares.

“When I reached home at 7 pm., I keow that a whole
erea of skin around my eyes was blue-black,”

DOCUMENTS A/L.425 AND ADD.1*
Chile and Costa Rica: draft resolution

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the letter dated 4 October 1963
from the Head of the Special Mission of the Republic
of Viet-Nam to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the General Assembly, in which the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Viet-Nam proposes that
representatives of States Members of the United
Nations should visit Viet-Nam for the purpose of
studying the situation regarding relations between the
Government and the Viet-Namese Buddhist community,

Considering that in present circumstances it would

[Original text: Spanish,

[7 October 1963
out its assij ts and report to the General As.
sembly at the eighteenth session, so as to emable the
Assembly to complete its consideration of the item
before the close of the sestion,

1. Imsiructs the President of the Genera] Assembly
to appoint a Commission of representatives of Member
States with a view to its proceeding forthwith to the
Republic of Viet-Nam and collecting as much informa-
tion as possible on the facts and circumstances to which
the item “The violation of hwman rights in South
Viet-Nam" refers;

2. that the said Commission subtnit to the

be useful for a P of rep
of States Members of the United Nations to proceed
to the Republic of Viet-Nam for the purpose of collect-
ing as much information as possible on the facts and
circumstances which prompted the item “The violation
of human rights in gouth Viet-Nam”,

Considering that it is desirable that the commission
referred to in the preceding paragraph should carry

* Document A/L.425/Add], dated 10 October 1963, forms
operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution,

General Assembly, at the eighteenth session, a report
o the results of its inquiries, so that the Assembly can
complete its ideration of the ioned item
before the close of the session;

3. Urges the Government of the Republic of Viet-
Nam to afford the Commission every facility to enable
it to carry out its terms of reference completely ;

4. Reguests the Secretary-Genersl to give the Com-
mission the necessary assistance to enable it to carry
out its assignment,

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

At its 1234th plenary meeting, on 8 October 1963, the General .{\ssembly
decided to estzblish a United Nations Fact-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam,
the members of which were to be appointed by the President of the Assembly.

At the 1239th plenary meeting, on 11 October 1963, the President of the
General Assembly announced that the Mission would be composed of the following

Member States: Afghanistan, Brazil, Ceylon,

and Negal.

Morocoo

Costa. Rica, Dahomey,

At its 1280th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1963, the General Assembly
decided not to continue the consideration of this item.
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2.2- BIEN BAN “BUOI HQP KHOANG DAI THU 1280
CUA PAI HQOI PONG LHQ” United Nations General
Assembly, Eighteen Session, 1280™ Plenary Meeting — Official
Records — 13-12-1963

bay 1a Bién ban chinh thuc ctia Phién hop thir 18 (18th
Session) thugc Budi hop Khoang dai ther 1280 (1280™ Plenary
Meeting) ctia Pai Hoi ddng LHQ dé théo luan 5 Dé muc Thao
luan (Agenda Item). Budi hop vé P& muc 77, Vi pham Nhan
quyén tai Nam Viét-Nam (Violations of human rights in South
Viet-Nam), do 6ng Carlos Sosa Rodriguez lam chu toa, da di
dén két luan nhu sau trong nghi quyét s6 5:

“Vi nhiing bién ¢ gan dady 6 Nam Viét Nam, cac vi deé
nghi D& muyc Thao luan s6 77 di thong bao cho t6i biét rang luc
nay, ho khong thiy hiru ich dé thio luin dé muc niy nira.
V6i tinh hinh nhu thé, lidu t6i c6 thé cho rang Pai Hoi dong
cam thiy 13 khong cin phai ciu xét Pé muc 77 nira hay
khong ? Dai Hoi dong da (dong ¥) quyét dinh nhu thé.”

(In the light of recent events in South Viet-Nam, those who
proposed Agenda Item 77 have informed me that they do not
feel it would be useful to discuss the item of this time. Can | take
it that, in the circumstances, the General Assembly feels it is not
necessary to continue the consideration of item 77 ?It was so
decided.)

Nghi quyét s6 5 ciia Pé muc Thio luin sb 77 trong Bién
ban Bu01 hop Khoang bai LHQ ngay 13-12-1963: “Vi nhitng
bién cé ' gan ddy o Nam Viét Nam, cdc vi_ dé nghi De muc Thao
lugn s6 77 da théng bdo cho t6i biét rang lic ndy ho khéng
thdy hitu ich dé thio lugn dé muc ndy nira. Véi tinh hinh nhu
thé, liéu t6i c6 thé cho rang Pai Hpi dong cam thdy la khdng
cdn phii citu xét Dé muc 77 nita hay khéng ?Pai Hoi dong da
(dong ¥) quyét dinh nhu thé.”
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United Nations
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

1280th
PLENARY MEETING

Friday, 13 December 1963,

Agenda item 84;

Actions on the regional level with a view fo
improving good neighbourly relations amang
European States having different sovial and
political systems . . . . . v i o v i iaian 3

Agenda item 47
Measures designed fo promote among youth the
Ideals of peace, mutual respect and under-
standing between peoples
Report of the Third Commifttee, , . .. .... 3

President: Mr. Carlos SOSA RODRIGUEZ
(Venezuela).

7/
AGENDA ITEM 77
The violation of human rights in South Viet=Nam
(congluded)* ™

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): As
the Members of the Genéral Assembly will recall,
at the 1232nd plenary meeting held on 7 October 1563
1 read out to the General Assembly the text of a lotter
dated 4 October in which the thes Government of
South Viet-Nam issued "an Invitation Lo representa-
tives of several Member States to visit Viet-Nam
in the very near future in order that they may find
out for th I the true regarding the
relations between the Government and the Viet-Namese
Buddhist community”.

2. Al the 1234th pienzry meeting, held on 8 October,
I the General A 1y on this matter and,
28 no formal proposal was made, I took 1t that the
Assembly wished me to take action on the basis of
the letter of 4 October 1963, As t.hen was noob)oo-

EICHTEENTH SESSION #1002
Official Records NEW YORK
CONTENTS Morocco and Nepal, to visitSouth Viet-Nam and report
Page Lo the Generul Assembly,
Agenda jtem T7: 3. At the 1230th plenary meeting, I notified the General
The violation of human rights in South Viet- Assembly of the creation and composition of the mis-
Nam (concluded). . « v oo v.. 8 A e 1 sion, Mr. Abdul Reh Pazhwak of Afg! acted
Chairman of the and Mr., M d Amor
Agenda item 28: g
of Morocco acted as Rapporteur, The mission left
hg”;ﬁ?ﬁx?ﬁ;ﬁ";"gg"gﬁ a"ﬁ"{m“:’, for Viet-Nam on 21 October and arrived there three
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space days later.
Report of the First Committee , ., ,..... 1 4. Its report has just been issued |A/5$30] Xn this
¥ ion 1 must si ly thank Mr, hwak and
A‘;;ud.lcfemz:ms(ion: report of the United Na= Mr, Awor and all the members of the mission for
tions Commission for the Uniffoation and ::mixu e aior SNRORY Witk Sy e o
Rehabilitation of Korea 4ad whick thoy. acopted manizonsly.
Report of the First Committee . . . ... ... 2 5. In the light of recent events in Viet-Nam, those

who preposed agenda itom 77 have informed me that
they do not fee) it would be useful to discuss the item
at this time, Can I take It that, in the circumstances,
the General Assembly feels it is not necessary o
continue the consideration of item 777

It was 8o declded.

AGENDA ITEM 28

International co-operation in the peoceful uses of outer
space: report of the Committes on the Peaceful Uses
of Quter Spoce.

REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/5656)

6, Mr. VOL!O JIMENEZ (Costa le) Rapporteur
of the First C (tr I
have the honour to introduce the report oiun First
Committee on item 28 of our agends [A/5656).

7. 'The debate in the First Commitiee on this impor—
tant item was constructive and it is noteworthy that
the two proposals submitted were adopted by acolama-
tlon, It is eucounm that mu almost two years of
consu and d was able
to adopt by scclamation the daclanum of legal prin-
oiples governing the activities of Stales in the expio-
ration and use of outer space. Although in the Com-
mittee some delegations expressed reservations about
these principles, comsidering, imter alia, that they
weére not stated with sufficfent clarity, ES:: they did
not cover some important aspects of the guestion
and thel they did not specifically prohibit the use of
outer space for non-peaceful purposes, there was a
genersl consensus of favour of the declaration, nm
was regarded as a signif and useful beginning.

8, The second proposal, which deais particularly
with the future activities of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space snd with the valuable

tion, I d to i
of uprenenxauvu of the lollowing Member States:
Afghanistan, Brazil, Ceylon, Costa Rica, Dahomey,

*Resumed from the 1239k meeting.

and work done lnmﬂeldbym specialized
aganci was also ad by i Conse~
quently, the I'irst Committee recommends the adop=
tion of draft utions [ and I tained in its
report |A/5856, para. 9).

~ 2.3- KHAO LUAN “MQT CAO UY LIEN HIEP QUOC
VE NHAN QUYEN”A United Nations High Commissioner For
Human Rights cua Gido su Roger Stenson Clark, do Martinus
Nijhoff (Hoa Lan) xuat ban nam 1972. S6 ISBN 90 247 12971
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Gido su Clark 1a nguoi Tan Tay
Lan, gidng su vé Luat hoc tai Pai
hoc  Victoria  University  of
Wellington. Ong nhan dugc mot hoc
béng nghién ctu cua Pai hoc Luat
Columbia tai New York trong hai
nam 1968 va 1969. Pay cling 1a thoi
gian ong quan tim dén mot co ché
bao vé Nhan quyén ¢ cap do Qudc té
(International Protection of Human
Rights) khi lam ndi tra tai co quan
Human Rights Division thudc Van
phong Tong Thu ky LHQ vao thang
8 nam 1968.

T do, ong thu thap tai liéu, nghién ctu, thdo luan véi
nhiéu ban déng nghiép va hoan thanh tic phdm A United
Nations High Commissioner For Human Rights. Nhimg ¥ kién
clia ong trong khao luan nay da dong gop phan nao vao sy hinh
thanh Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) vao ngay 20-12-1993, hon 20 nam
sau.

Cudn sach gébm 7 chuong. Trong Chuwong III (The
Function of the Commissioner), muc Subparagraph (a): advice
and assistance to UN organs, trang 67, 6ng c6 nhic dén Phai
doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Qudc tai Viét Nam vao nam 1963. Ong
két luan vé cong viéc ciia Phai doan:

“It arrived in Saigon in late October and heard a number
of witness. Unfortunately for the scholar, the affair ended
inconclusively as a result of the successful coup against
President Diem that took place while the Mission was in
Saigon”.

(Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thang Mudi va da nghe
mot sé nhan ching. Khong may cho cac hoc gia, cong viée bi
két thiic dang dé vi cudc dao chanh Tong théng Diém di thanh
cong khi Phai doan dang ¢ Sai Gon)

Tir “inconclusive” c¢6 nhiéu nghia trong tiéng Viét. “Do
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dang” 1a mot trong nhirng nghia do

[http://en.glosbe.com/en/vi/inconclusive] va phi hop nhét
v6i nglt canh cua cau van trén. Khi dich nguoc lai tu tiéng Viét
sang tiéng Anh, tir “d¢ dang” ciing lai cho ta tir “inconclusive”
[http://vdict.com/d3%20dang.2.0,0.html]

CAau van trén ham ¥ cudc diéu tra khong di dén dwgc mot
két luan nao vi Tong Théng Ngo Pinh Diém bi 14t dé (chir
khong phai vi khong cé dan ap Phat Giao) nhu da tirng duoc
xac nhan (tir 9 nam trude) trong Phuc trinh A/5630 va Bién ban
ciia Phién hop 1280 ciia Pai Hoi dong Lién Hiép Qudc.

Trang 67: “It arrived in Saigon in late October and heard
a number of witness. Unfortunately for the scholar, the affair
ended inconclusively as a result of the successful coup against
President Diem that took place while the Mission was in
Saigon”. (Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thang Muoi va da
nghe mot s6 nhan chimg. Khong may cho cac hoc gia, cong
viéc bi két thuc dang d¢ vi cudc ddo chanh Téng théng Diém da
thanh cong khi Phai doan dang ¢ Sai Gon)

FUNCTIONS OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 67

are reasonably typical of cases involving a question of human rights where
some sort of international role is possible but the exact nature of the ma-
chinery which would be acceptable and of its functions is doubtful. It is
also questionable whether the second of the examples is one in which it
would be feasible for the High Commissioner for Human Rights to operate.
The Vietnam Fact Finding Mission was a response to allegations made
concerning the Diem regime’s treatment of the Buddhists. In September
1963 sixteen members of the General A bly req d the incl
of an item on the question on the Agenda of the eighteenth session of that
body. Soon after the item had been taken up, the President of the Assembly
announced that he had received two letters from the Special Mission of the
Republic of Vietnam to the United Nations.2s One of these extended an
invitation to “the representatives of several Member States to visit Vietnam
in the near future so that they may see for themselves what the real situ-
ation is as regards the relations between Government and the Buddhist
community of Vietnam.” The invitation was accepted and a mission was
formed comprising representatives of Afghanistan, Brazil, Ceylon, Costa
Rica,? Dahomey, Morocco and Nepal. It arrived in Saigon late in October
and heard a number of witnesses. Unfortunately for the scholar, the affair
ended inconclusively as a result of the ful coup against Presid
Diem that took place while the Mission was in Saigon. However, the ap-
pointment of the Mission constituted a valuable precedent and its volumi-
nous report contains much on the Mission’s procedures that is of value to
any future international fact-finder.?” If the High Commissioner were
requested by the General Assembly to carry out such a mission he would
of course require the invitation, or at least the consent, of the State involved
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T nhidu ndm nay, di c6 nhimg ké khong biét nguong,
dung doan van trong khao luan nﬁy, ¢d tinh dich sai chir
“inconclusively” thanh “khéng két qud” hoic viét lung lo
“khong cé két ludn, the affair ended inconclusively” ma khong
thém 2 cau: “Unfortunately for the scholar” va “as a result of
the successful coup against President Diem” v&i ham y Phai
doan khong thdy c6 dan ap Phat gido, hau lac din ngudi doc dé
chdi t6i cho ché d¢ Diém.

Moi day, trude mua Phat dan 2013 ky niém 50 nam Phép
nan cua Phat gido Viét Nam, m{t 6ng cuu si quan Céanh sat
hung hang chong pha Phat gido, chic bi nhiém doc hay chinh
ong uéng ddc dugce loai thong tin nhu thé, da hdn lao thach thirc
mot Hoa Thuong doc lai Phuc trinh ndy, tudng rang sé rira duoc
cai to1 dan ap Phat gido dum cho 6ng Diém, ma that ra ong
Canh sat chang biét duoc rang Phuc trinh A/5630 ndy ciia LHQ
chang c6 két luan nao nhu thé ca.

3- KET LUAN

Noi tom lai, doc hét 93 trang ctia Phuc trinh A/5630, lai
dugc xac nhan boi Két luan cua Bién ban Budi hop thir 1280
cia Pai Hoi dong LHQ, rdi sau d6 duoc Gido su Roger
Stenson Clark tham chiéu trong tac pham A United Nations
High Commissioner For Human Rights cua ong, ta c6 thé khang
dinh rang Phuc trinh A/5630 khong hé két luan rang chinh phu
Diém "khong c6 dan 4p ton gido" nhu cai thé lyc da thu nghich
vol Phat gido tur thoi Cb dao Alexandre de Rhodes goi Phat
Thich Ca bang “thang” trong Phép Giang Tam Ngay, tim cach
xuyén tac tai liéu dé mao hoa lich sir tir may nim nay.

Tam Diéu va Nguyén Kha
4/7/2013
DINH KEM:
® Ban bdo cdo dai 93 trang mang sd A/5630
e Vin ban budi hop cuia LHQ ngay 13-12-1963
e Phong anh trang 67, trich tir cuén United Nations high
commissioner for human rights”
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_TINH HINH CHINH QUYEN
NGO DINH DIEM TRONG NAM 1963
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LINH MUC CUA TT DIEM
KE VOI GS FISHEL:
NHIEU NGAN ST QUAN VNCH
CAI PAO PE TIEN THAN

Nguyén Giéac dich

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume 11, Vietham, 1962, Document 24

Wesley R. Fishel (left) meets with Ngo Dinh Diem

Scanned from Forging A Fateful Alliance: Michigan State University
and the Vietnam War by John Ernst
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(LOI NGUOI DICH: Ban Ghi Nh¢ nay tir kho hd so da giai mat
ctia Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, ké vé cudc néi chuyén trong thang
1-1962 véi Tién ST Wesley Fishel, trong nhém chuyén gia cua
bai Hoc Michigan State University, noi vé tinh hinh ché do ong
Diém ngay cang xa lia dan téi mirc nguy hiém. Budi noi chuyén
tai nha 6ng Mendenhall, C6 van Chinh trj Toéa Pai St My, va
Bén ghi nhd nay viét lai boi Menhanhall. Ngudi thir 3 ¢6 mat 1a
ong Corcoran, thuoc Bo Tu Lénh Quan Luc Hoa Ky ¢ Thai
Binh Duong.

GS Fisehl 1a ban than ctia Tong Théng Ngo Dinh
Diém. Ong Diém khi séng luu vong & Hoa Ky cac nim
dau 1950s da gap va két than v6i GS Fishel, Pho gido
su Khoa hoc Chinh tri tai Michigan State University
(MSU). Mot thoi gian sau, khi giit chirc Pho Giam Ddc
Vién Nghién Ctru Coéng Quyén ctia MSU, GS Fishel
moi ong Ngo Pinh Diém giit chic tham vin Pong
Nam A cho vién.

Nho két than véi Fishel va trong chirc vu tham
van ¢ Pai hoc MSU, ong Diém tim duoc nhiéu hd trg
chinh tri tr quan hé Thién Chua Gido Hoa Ky va gidi
cong quyén dé duge dua vé lam Tha Tudéng Nam VN
vao thang 7-1954. Tra on, 6ng Diém moi GS Fishel
1am ¢6 van, va GS Fishel tré thanh ngudi than tin nhat
ctia ong Diém ngoai gia tdc.

Khi S¢& Hop Tac Qudc Té Hoa Ky (U.S. International
Cooperation Administration, USICA) vién trg, 6ng Diém yéu
cau phai c6 ‘vién tro k¥ thuat’ tir MSU, va GS Fishel da to chire
mét nhom chuyén gia sang giap VN 6 6n dinh kinh té, sap xép hé
thdng cong quyen, va ké ca huan luyén canh sat can vé va canh
sat chéng phién loan. Tir 1955 t6i 1962, nhom chuyén gia Pai
hoc MSU ¢ van cho nhiéu B, Nha, S¢ cia VNCH.

Vai diém vé tinh hinh 1962 tir ban vin “24. Memorandum
of Conversation” nay:

e Trong cac quan, can, chinh VNCH ma GS Fishel da quen
biét, ¢b van va huan luyén nhiéu nam trude, chi con 3% la ing
hd 6ng Diém.
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e Nhiéu vién chirc n6i véi GS Fishel ho sin sang chién dau
cho dat nudc, nhung khong mudn chién dau cho nha Ngb.

e Nhiéu ngan si quan quén lyc VNCH da cai dao, vao Thién
Chua Gigo dé tién than. Trong do6, chinh Linh Muc Giai Toi ctia
TT Diém ciing ké lai v6i ‘ndi budn 16’

o GS Fishel no6i, c6 3 BO Truong cai dao sang Thién Chua
Giéo.

Ban Anh van s€ kém theo dudi day. Ban dich Ban Ghi Nho
thyc hién boi Cu si Nguyén Gidac.)

BAN DICH BAT PAU
24. Ban Ghi Nhé vé Cudc Néi Chuyén (1)
Saigon, ngay 16 thang 1-1962
PE TAI: Tinh hinh tai Viét Nam

NGUOI THAM DU

e Tién si Wesley Fishel, Gido su Dai hoc Michigan State
University

e Thomas J. Corcoran, Phu t& C6 véan Chinh tri,
CINCPAC (B9 Tu 1énh Quan luc Hoa ky Thai Binh Duong)

e Joseph A. Mendenhall, C6 van Chinh tri

« Ong Corcoran va t6i (Mendenhall) c¢6 budi nodi chuyén
v6i Tién si Fisehl tai nha toi theo sau cudc néi chuyén -- ma toi
da ghi lai trong ban ghi nhé (2) — trong d6 t61 da no6i chuyén voi
TS Fishel vao ngay 5 thang 1-1962. Cac diém chinh trong cudc
nodi chuyén dugc ghi nhu sau:

1. TS Fishel néi rang, trong 2 tuan 1& ¢ ddy, 6ng di noi
chuyén véi khoang 100 ngudi Viét Nam, trong do bay gio chi
con ba nguoi ung ho chinh phu d6ng Diém, va 2 nguoi trong
nhom u ung ho nay noi 1a ho ung ho de dat.

Ong néi rang nhimg cudc nodi chuyén nay bao gdm nhirng
nguoi ong di nodi chuyén trong chuyén di dai 4 ngay vira két
thac ¢ ving Kontum, Quang Tri va khu vuc Vi Tuyén 17, va
khu vyc Nha Trang. Ngay ca ving ngoai 6 Sai Gon, 6ng ciing
thuong gap thai do, “Toi san sang chién ddu cho dit nudc 61,
nhung tai sao phai 1am thé cho gia dinh nha Ngo.”
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Ong noi 6ng da quen 90% nhitng ngudi 6ng di néi chuyén
trong thoi gian 5 nim ong sdng tai Viét Nam tir 1954 t&i 1958,
va nhiéu ngudi lic d6 da ung ho 6ng Diém manh mé. Ong noi
rang nhitng cudc noi chuyén d6 di tai xac nhan 4n twong ma
ong da bay to trong cudc ndi chuyén trude do cia chung toi vé
tinh hinh suy sup thé tham vé vj trf chinh trj cua ong Diém ké tir
lan viéng tham trude, luc d6 1a nam 1959. Fishel néi rang ong
rat budn vi tinh hinh d6, toi ndi 6ng gan nhu uéc mudn phai chi
ong da khong t6i tham Viét Nam.

2. Fishel da hoi 1 toi c6 biét hay khong vé chuyén nhiéu
ngan si quan quan lyc VNCH di cai dao dé theo Thién Chua
Gi4o, boi vi ho xem day 1a cach dé tién than dudi ché do Ngo
Dinh Diém. Téi tra 16i ong rang toi khong biét nhu thé, va ong
no6i 6ng nghe nhu thé 1a tir chinh 10i cia Pic Cha Giai Toi
(Father-Confessor) ctia 6ng Diém; vi tu si Thién Chtia Gido nay
da ung ho 6ng Diém ngay tir dau, va da néi voi TS Fishel thong
tin d6 véi mot ndi buon 16n.

Fishel di néi rang 6ng da c6 kinh nghiém tryc tiép veé
diém do trong nhirng chuyén di may ngay qua & ‘vung nong
thon, khi mot Thiéu T4 ma ong da quen trude do ké vai Fishel
vé viéc éng cai dao theo Thién Chua Giao va da bi hai no6i rang
day 1a cach dé tién than trong ché do Diém. Fishel néi 6ng ciing
da biét rang 3 ong Bo Trudng da cai dao theo Thién Chia Gido,
trong d6 c6 ong Thuan (LND: Bo Truéng Nguyén Dinh Thuan).

3. Fishel m6 ta vé bau khong khi chan nan, uu tram trong
cac nhan su c6 lién h¢ trong Tong Thong Phii, hau hét trong d6
ong da quen biét tir nhleu nam. Ong noi c6 2 ngudi trong d6 ké
lai trong khi (ra nu6e mat, khoc vi sy suy sup ciia chinh phi 6ng
Diém. Ong néi ho ké v6i 6ng rang ho tiép tuc tim cach ngan can
“ho” (nghia 1a gia dinh nha Ngb6 va than tin) khong chiém giir
hét moi tht, va trong hy vong ring s& c6 bién doi xay ra tuong
lai.

4. Fishel néi ring chuyen di cta Ong to1 vung noéng thon
da cho ong thiy c6 vai yéu t6 hy vong can ban veé tinh hinh
(dién hinh nhu, tinh hinh huan luyén xuét sic va tinh than cao
ctia cac Biét Pong Quéan ¢ Trung Tam Huan Luyén Biét Dong
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Quan ¢ Nha Trang, va ly tuong nhiét tinh thdy rd ctia nhiéu
chién binh ma éng gip trong chuyén di).

Tuy nhién, 6ng ndi rang cai cach kinh té va quan sy moi
thyc hién cua chinh phu s€ khong du khai sinh ra bat ky thay
do6i nen tang nao ddi v6i khuynh huéng bat man chinh phu.
Piéu can thém hién nay la mot cu chan dong tam ly. Khi duoc
hoi diéu gi 6ng nghi 1a can thiét, Fishel cho biét ong quyét dinh
xin gitt im ling (hién nhién, boi vi rat khé cho 6ng dua ra cac dé
nghi bat loi cho sttc manh chinh tri ctia 6ng Diém, ngudi ma
ong xem la ban than tir qua lau).

GHI CHU:

() Ngudn: Trung tdm van khd quéc gia Washington
National Records Center, RG 84, HO so Toa Dai st Sai Gon:
FRC 68 A 5159, 350-GVN. Hd so Mat. Soan bdi Mendenhall
ngay 17-1-1962. Budi gip nhau ¢ nha riéng cia Mendenhall.
Mot phd ban khic luu & Bo Ngoai Giao, trong kho hd so
“Vietnam Working Group Files: Lot 66 D 193, 14, GVN, 1962,
Political Situation, General.” Ban Ghi Nh¢& nay gui té1 Toa Pai
st My, B Tu Lénh Quan Luc Hoa Ky Thai Binh Duong, va
trinh Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky.

(® Khéng tim lai dugc.

Céac Ho so mat da dich luu & day:
http://tinyurl.com/HoSoMat

Ban Van Pinh Kém. =
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U.S. Military Command Structure 45

24, Memorandum of 2 Conversation, Mendenhall's Residence,
Saigon, January 16, 1962

SUBJECT
Situation in Viet-Nam
PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Wesley Fishel, Professor, Michigan State University
Mr. Thomas J. Corcoran, Deputy Political Advisor, CINCPAC
Joseph A. Mendenhall, Counselor for Political Affairs

Mr. Corcoran and I had a conversation with Dr. Fishel at my
house following up the conversation (already reported by memoran-
dum?) which I had with Fishel on January 5. The main points emerg-
ing from this conversation were as follows:

1. Dr. Fishel said that he had now talked, during his two weeks
here, with about 100 Vietnamese, of whom only three were supporters
of the Diem Government, and two of those supported it with reserva-
tions. He said that these conversations included persons he had talked
to on a 4-day trip he has just concluded to the Kontum area, Quang Tri
and the 17th Parallel, and the Nha Trang area. Even outside of Saigon
he said he often encountered the attitude, “I am willing to fight for my
country, but why do it for the Ngo family.” He said he knew 90% of
the persons talked to from his 5-year stay in Viet-Nam from 1954 to
1958, and many of them were at that time strong supporters of Diem.
He said that these conversations have reaffirmed the impression he
expressed during our previous talk about the grave deterioration of the
political position of Diem since his last visit in 1959. Fishel said he was
so depressed by this that he almost wished that he had not come to
visit Viet-Nam.

2. Fishel asked whether I was aware that thousands of officers in
the armed forces had been converted to Catholicism because they
consider this the way to get ahead under the Diem Government. I told
him I had not been aware of this, and he said he received this informa-
tion from Diem’s own Father-Confessor, who was one of the original
supporters of Diem and told Fishel this in great sorrow. Fishel said that
he had direct experience bearing on this point during his travels the
past few days in the countryside when a major he had known previ-
ously told Fishel about his conversion to Catholicism and cynically

' Source: Washington National Records Center, RG 84, Saigon Embassy Files: FRC
68 A 5159, 350~GVN. Confidential, Drafted by Mendenhall on January 17. Another
copy is in Department of State, Vietnam Working Group Files: Lot 66 D 193, 14, GVN,
1962, Political Situation, General. Distributed throughout the Embassy, to CINCPAC,
and to the Department of State.
: * Not found.
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indicated that this was the way to get ahead under this Government.
Fishel said he had also learned that three Cabinet ministers have taken
up Catholicism, including Thuan.

3. Fishel described the discouraging, depressing atmosphere
among the personnel of the Presidency, most of whom he has known
closely for years. He said two of them even described with tears in
their eyes the deterioration in the administration of the Government.
He said they indicated to him that they are continuing to hold on to
prevent “them” (meaning the Ngo family and close adherents) from
taking over everything, and in the hope that some kind of change will
oceur.
4, Fishel said that his trip through the countryside had shown him
that there are some basically hopeful factors in the situation (for exam-
ple, the excellent training and morale of the Rangers he saw at the
Ranger Training Center in Nha Trang, and the obvious dedication of
many of the military personnel whom he encountered on this trip). He
stated, however, that the military and economic reforms recently un-
dertaken by the Government will not alone produce any fundamental
change in the trend against the Government. What is needed in addi-
tion is a psychological shock. When asked just what he thought was
necessary he decided to remain discreetly silent (obviously because it
comes very hard for him to put forth suggestions adverse to the politi-
cal fortunes of Diem to whom he has been close for so long).
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\ 'BAN DPANH GIA
TINH BAO QUOC GIA PAC BIET

(Special National Intelligence Estimate)
. SQ Thir Tu: SNIE 53-2-63
TINH HINH TAI NAM VIET NAM

~ D¢ trinh béi
GIAM POC TINH BAO TRUNG UONG
D(‘)‘ng thuin dé¢ trinh béi
HOI DPONG TINH BAO HOA KY
Ngay ghi & bia ho so:
Ngay 10 thang 7, ndm 1963
Chip thuin giai mat:
Thang 1 nam 2005
Ban thir 354
Tén ho so: DOC_0001166414.pdf

Cac co quan tinh bao sau day da tham du vao viéc soan thio
ban danh gia nay:
e S¢ Tinh Béo Trung Uong (CIA) va céac so tinh bao cua
cac Bo Ngoai Giao, Quéc Phong,
e Luc Quan, Hai Quan, Khong Quan, va S& An Ninh
Quéc Gia (NSA).
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Pong thuin béi:
e Giam Pébc Nghién Ctru va Tinh Bdo, Bo Ngoai Giao
e Giam Pdc, S¢ Tinh Bao Quéc Phong (DIA)
e Phu Téa Chanh S¢ Tinh Bao, B6 Luc Quan
e Phu Téa Chanh S¢ Tinh Bao Hai Quan, B Hai Quan
e Phu T4 Chanh S¢ Tinh Bao, Khong Lyc Hoa Ky
e Giam Béc S¢ An Ninh Quéc Gia

Khéng c6 y kién cia:

e Pai Dién Uy Hoi Niang Luong Hat Nhan cua USIB, va

e Phy T4 Giam Pbc S¢ Piéu Tra Lién Bang (FBI) vi van

dé ngoai linh vuc hoat dong.

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Hb so mat nay co tdm murc quan trong
dic biét vi do tit ca cac so tinh biao Hoa Ky c6 pham vi hai
ngoai cting soan, hay duyét, va duc két, trinh 1én ngay 10 thang
7-1963, mot thang sau ngay Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Puc vi
phap thiéu than.

Piém ghi nhan tir ho so nay:

(1) Dan bat man ché do ong Diém tir 1au va rong khap
(xem cac doan A, doan 2, 4, 14);

(2) Ché d6 ong Diém di thién vi cho Thién Chua Gido
La Ma, chén ép cac ton gido khac (xem doan 2, 4, 14); Xem
thém chi tiét vé dan 4p Phat Gido & link
http://tinyurl.com/thuvienhoasen-NhatTu-TQD, vé dan 4p Pao
Cao Pai ¢ link http:/tinyurl.com/HoangNamGiao-CaoDai, vé
dan ap Phat Gido Hoa Hao o link
http://tinyurl.com/HoangNamGiao-PGHH,;

(3) Phat Giao khong phai la mot thé luc dbi lap, ciing
khong co ¥ mudn két hop thanh mot khéi ddi 1ap rong réi, va sé
hai Iong néu chinh phu ong Diém thyc hién cac cam két (xem
doan 3, 6, 9, 14);

(4) Phat Giao VN da duoc nhiéu chinh phu quéc té tng
ho cong khai, 1én tiéng trude Lién Hiép Qudc phan ddi ché do
ong Diém (xem doan 8);

(5) Ong Diém trao tré. Trong qua khir, ong Diém di timg
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htra va réi 14t nguoc (xem doan 9);

(6) Ong Nhu cimg rin, doi 6ng Diém dep bo cac cam két
v6i Phat Gido (xem doan 12, 13, 16);

(7) Tdéng Giam Muc Ngo Pinh Thuc 1a mot thé luc chinh
tri (xem doan 3, 13);

(8) Su kién ngay 8/5/1963, Phat Tu tu tap ¢ Dai Phat
Thanh Hué bi xe boc sit va linh nd stng lam nhiéu ngudi chét,
c6 vai tré em. Chinh quyén d6 16i c6 Viét Cong khing bd. HO
so mat nay cua tinh bao My néi, c6 ching cd do linh cta chinh
phu 6ng Diém tham sat (xem doan 3).

Cin ghi nhan boi canh ho so nay:

- Ngay 30/5/1963, canh sat va mat vu vay chua Xa Loi tai
Sai Gon, va cac chua Tur BPam, Bao Quéc, Linh Quang tai Hué.

- Ngay 31/5/1963 sinh vién tit ca cic phan khoa Vién Dai
Hoc Hué hop hoi nghi tai chua Tt Dam, kién nghi Téng théng
va Chinh phu giai quyét nim nguyén vong cua Phat gido, thuc
thi chinh sach ty do, dan chu va binh dang, chim dut dung thi
doan véi tin do Phat gido.

- Ngay 1/6/1963, tai Hué, mot cudc biéu tinh va tuyét thuc
16n dugc to chirc. Tai Sai Gon va céc tinh nhiéu cude bicu tinh,
tuyét thuc. Tai Chua An Quang va Chua X4 Loi, 800 nguoi
tuyét thyc.

- Ngay 3/6/1963, tai Hué, canh sat va quan doi ¢6 vii trang
chan duong khong cho doan biéu tinh dén chua. Quém ching
ngdi xudng duong, chip tay hudng vé chua Tir Dam cau nguyen
thi bi canh sat dung lyu dan cay va quan khuyén giai tan. Th1en
su Tri Thu t6i, kéu goi dan ngung biéu tinh. Khi doan nguoi ve
t6i Bén Ngu thi bi don vi canh sat khac tan cong bang Iyu dan
cay va lyu dan khoi.

- Ngay 4/6/1963 canh sat phong toa cac chua Tu Dam,
B4o Qudc va Linh Quang. Quan ching kéo 1én chua nhung bi
ngan lai. Pam dong ap dung chién thuat ngdi xuong duong cau
nguyén. Canh sat dung lyu dan cay va quan khuyén tin cong,
lam 142 nguoi bi thuong, trong d6 49 nguoi bi thuong nang.
Céc chua X4 Loi, An Quang, Gidc Minh, Ttr Quang, Bdo Quéc,
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Tur Pam va Linh Quang hoan toan bi ¢6 1ap va bi cit dién nude.
Chinh quyén dwa tai liéu Mit Tran Giai Phong Mién Nam vao
cac chua rdi luc soat dé vu céo cac thién su va phat tir theo
Cong San. Tai cac tinh, cac chua tru sé cua gido hoi Phat Gido
Viét Nam va Gido Hoi Tang Gia déu bi phong toa. Ong Diém
lap Uy ban Lién bo dé nghién ctru nguyén vong cua Phat gido,
do pho tong thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho dung dau. Uy Ban nay
hop v6i Uy Ban Lién Phai cua PG. Dbi thoai khong két qua,
trong khi chinh quyén van xiét chat, Uy Ban Lién Phai ra 1énh
tiép tuc d4u tranh.

- Ngay 27/5/1963, hoa thuong Thich Quang Puc 67 tudi,
tru tri chia Quan Am (Gia Dinh) viét mot 14 thu cho Gido Hoi
Tang Gia Toan Qudc tinh nguyén ty thiéu.

- Ngay 11/6/1963, tai nga tu duong L€ Van Duyét - Phan
Dinh Phung, dung 10 gid sang, hoa thugng Thich Quang Duc tu
thiéu trong tu thé kiét gia truéc sy ching kién cua hang tram
quan chung va Phat ttr. Chiéu 11/6/1963, chinh quyén phong téa
chua X4 Loi & Sai Gon, noi dé di thé cua thién su Quang Duc.

- Ngay 4/6/1963 dén 2 gio sang ngay 16/6/1963, Uy Ban
Lién Phai va Uy Ban Lién B¢ hop, dua ra Thong Cdo Chung
v6i su chap thuan cua Chu tich Tong Hoi Phat gido Viét Nam
Dai lio Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét va Tong théng Ngé Dinh
Diém. Ban vin quy dinh vé treo co ton gido, s& tach cac ton
gido ra khoi du s6 10 dé cho dao luat vé ton gido sé do Qudc hoi
thong qua cudi nim 1963 hodc dau nim 1964, hira tha cac Phat
Tir bi bat nhiing ngay qua, hira g& luat khat khe vé xay chuia d6i
voi Phat gi4o, hita trimg phat cac vién churc ¢ 16i trong su kién
Phat dan ngay 8/5/1963...

- Ngay 18/6/1963, Van phong Tong théng giri mat dién sd
1432/VP/TT cho céc nhitng ngudi ¢6 trach nhi¢ém ra 1énh tam
thoi nhuong bd phong trao Phat gido, chuan bi du luan dé phan
cong dong thoi thanh trimg nhitng nhan vién nha nudc ung hod
Phat gido. Mgt ban sao cuia mat dién lot vao tay cua Uy Ban
Lién Phai.

- Ngay 26/6/1963, PLHT Thich Tinh Khiét giri thu cho
Téng théng Ngb Pinh Diém t6 cao cac hanh dong ké trén 13 4m
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muu chéng Phat gido, t6 cao chinh quyén tiép tuc dan ap Phat
gido, t6 cao Ngd Pinh Nhu ¢ ¥ dinh t6 chirc cudc biéu tinh cua
Thanh Nién Cong Hoa dé yéu cau chinh phu duyét lai ban
Thoéng céo chung.

- Ngay 7/7/1963, chinh quyén dem nhitng ngudi tham gia
dao chinh ngay 11/11/1960 ra xét xir trong d6 c6 nha van Nhat
Linh Nguyén Tudng Tam. Trong ngay 7/7, nha vin Nhat Linh
da tu sat béng ruou pha doc duogc.

- Ngay 9/7/1963, bo6 Noi Vu ban hanh nghi dinh 358-
BNV/KS 4n dinh thé thuc treo c& Phat gido cho Téng Hoi Phat
Gido Viét Nam. Tuy nhién phia Phat gido lai két luan chinh phu
dang gay chia r& giita Téng Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam va céac
phéi Phat gido khac.

- Ngay 10/7/1963, Ban Danh Gia Tinh Bio Qubc Gia Dic
Biét SNIE 53-2-63 do tat ca cac so tinh bio c6 pham vi hoat
dong hai ngoai duc két.

Ho so mat nay duoc dich toan vin dudi diy boi Cuw si
Nguyén Giac.)

TINH HINH TAI NAM VIET NAM

GHI CHU VE PHAM VI

Ban vin “Cdc Vién Anh tai Viét Nam” (tic 1a Ban Danh
Gia Tinh B4o Qubc Gia, National Intelligence Estimate, ma s6
NIE 53-63) dé ngay 17 thang 4-1963 ghi quan ngai déc biét a6i
v6i tién trinh cua nd lyc chdng ndi day, va Vi cac yéu t6 quan
su va chinh tri hau nhu 1a s& anh huong nd luc d6. Muc tiéu
chinh yéu cta ban vin SNIE (Ban Panh Gia Tinh Bao Qudc
Gia Pic Biét) hom nay 1a khao sat vé nhitng can du ciia cac
dién bién mdi day tai Nam Viét Nam ddi v6i sy 6n dinh dat
nude, d6i véi kha nang sinh tdn cua ché do Ng6 Pinh Diém, va
dbi voi quan hé ddi v6i Hoa Ky.

KET LUAN
1. Khung hoang Phat Gido tai Nam Viét Nam da néu bat va
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lam cang thang thém sy bat man di c6 tir lau va rong khép
v6i ché d6 ong Diém va kiéu hoat dong ctia chinh phu nay.
Néu — nhu duong nhiéu phan s& xay ra — 6ng Diém khong
thue hién mot cach chan thuc va ding dan cac cam két 6 ong
da noi voi nhimg nguoi Phat Tu, su hén loan s& ¢ thé
bung 18n 1an nita, va x4c suit cia mot cudc dao chanh hay
am sat nhim vao ong Diém s& nhiéu phan c6 thé xay ra.
(Xem cac doan 4, 14)

Su khong thoai mai an tang cua ché d6 Diém vé muc do
Hoa Ky tham dy & Nam Viét Nam dé cing hon boi van dé
Phat Gido va quan diém ctng ran ciia My. Thai do nay s&
hau nhu khong ddi va nhidu phan s& c6 thém ap luc dé
giam sy hién dién Hoa Ky tai VN. (Xem cac doan 10-12).
Cho té1 gio, van dé Phat Gido van chua bi loi dung mot
cach hi¢u qua bdi nguoi Cong San, cling nhu chua c¢6 anh
huong kha lwong nao ddi nd luc chdng ndi day. Ching toi
khong nghi rang 6ng Diém c6 vé gi s& bi 1at d6 bai mot ca
dao chanh ctia Cong San. Chiing t6i ciing khong nghi rang
nguoi Cong San s& nhat thiét huong loi néu 6ng Diém bi
lat d6 boi mot vai thanh phan dbi lap khong-Cong-San.
Mot ché do ndi tiép (sau Diém) khong Cong San co thé luc
dau s& chong Cong kém hiéu qua, nhung véi hd trg tir Hoa
Ky, s& co thé tré thanh mot khdi lanh dao chinh quyén va
nd lyc chién tranh mot cach hiéu qua, hop 1y. (Xem cac
doan 7, 15-17).

THAO LUAN

I. GIOI THIEU

1. Hai van dé chinh yéu ma chinh pht Nam Viét Nam d6i

mat tir khi hién dién nim 1954 13: (a) dé hinh thanh cac co ché
va sy trung thanh can thiét && Viét Nam song con nhu mot qudc
gia doc lap, va (b) de chéng lai hiém hoa tir nd lyc xam ling va
lat d6 tir chinh quyén Ha Noi — nguyén di khoi dong tir nam
1960 boéi mot cude chién du kich dang lan rong. Trong nd luc
d6i pho v6i cac vain dé nay, VNCH d3 bi ngin tré boi sy thiéu
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tu tin va vi thiéu nang lyc dé tao ra sy cam thong va uing ho tr
phan 16n ngudi Viét -- ké ca nhiéu thanh phén_ tri thirc va nong
dan. Trong cic tudn gan day, nhitng khuyét diém va cing thang
nay tai khung chinh tri Nam VN cang 16 r0 hon va day dac hon.

IL. VAN PE PHAT GIAO

2. Toéng Théng Diém, gia dinh 6ng, va phan 16n quan
chte ché do 1a gido dan Céng Gido La M4, trong mot dan sb ¢o
70% t6i 80% 1a Phat Tir. Ché do da 10 han sy uwu dai Thién
Chta Gido trong viéc tuyén dung nhan sy va da thién vi cho
Gido Hoi Thién Chtia Gido. Nhung khong c6 han ché phap 1y
ddi véi tu do ton gido, va cho toi gﬁn day, hau hét Phat Tt ¢ vé
nhu thy dong trong viéc ing pho dbi véi vi tri dinh ché dic
quyén ciia Giao Hoi Thién Chua Gigo. Tuy nhién, dd c6 nhiéu
su ky thi hanh chanh nhdm vao Phat Tir, mic du dé c6 thé 1a tir
su vO tdm hay tur nhiét tdm dat sai chd cua cac vién chiic cép
thip nhu 14 tir chinh sich GVN c¢6 ¥ thic. Tinh hinh d6 hién
nhién da tao ra mot luéng cam xtc bat man, chung c& théy ro la
o muc do lan rong va day dac tur cac vu bung phat mai day.

3. Trong thang 4-1963, GVN ra Iénh cho cac vién chic
tinh thuc hién nghi dinh c6 tir 1au nhung phan 16n bi bo lo,
trong d6 néi vé viéce treo cd ton gido noi cong cong. Nhur di xay
ra, 1énh nay dua ra vua trude ngay Phat Pan (ngay 8 thang 5-
1963), mot 1& 16n cia Phat Gido, va vira moéi sau khi cac 14 co
cua Puc Gido Hoang (Thién Chtia Gido La Ma) da dugc treo
tran ngdp trong mot loat cac 18 hoi dugc chinh phiit GVN
khuyén khich d¢é ming 25 nim ngay 6ng Ngo Pinh Thyc, anh
cta 6ng Diém, nham chuc Tong Giam Muyc Hué. Mot cudc biéu
tinh phan khang xay ra ¢ Hué vao ngay 8 thang 5-1963, va bi
mdt don vi Dan Vé nd sting giai tan. Trong cudc x06 xat ke tlep,
nhiéu nguoi bi giét, trong d6 c¢6 vai tré em. Chinh phii Diém d6
t6i cac cai chét 1a do khing bd Viét Cong bat ké chimg ¢ cho
thy nguoc lai, va viéc hanh xur ki€u cang ké tiép vé chuyén nay
va vé hdu qua cua n6 da bung 1én thanh khung hoang toan quéc.
Nhitng nguoi Phat Tu, cho to1 lic d6 van chua co td chirc va
chua biéu 10 phéan khéang, da bay t6 sic manh va sy két hop 16n
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-- d dé dua ra mot nhom céc thoa hiép tir Tong Thong Diém
hom 16 thang 6-1963. Thém nira, sy kién cac lanh dao Phat
Gi4o da c6 thé thach thirc chinh phii cong khai ma khong dén
to1 sy tra thu nghiém trong da cho ho niém ty tin 16n.

4. Vao gidy phut nay, phong trao Phat Gido van con dugc
kiém soat hiéu qua boi cac vi su 6n hoa, nhitng nguoi tir chdi
nhan hd tro tir, hay sy hop tac mit ngoai voi bat ky ddi lap
chinh tri ndo ctia 6ng Diém, du Cong San hay khong Cong San,
va c6 vé nhu dang tim cach bao dam rang nguoi Phat Tur giir
dung cac cam két ciia ho [trong thoa hiép véi ong Diém]. Gidi
lanh dao Phat Gido nay da cho chinh phu 6ng Diém mdt thoi ky
an hué (ma két thuc vao cudi thang 6-1963) trong d6 dé cho
théy réng Phat Tt c6 thién chi thuc hién cam két, ma néu khong
thi biéu tinh s& tiép tuc. Cho t6i gio da khong c6 bicu tinh thém,
nhung gi6i lanh dao Phét Giao thay 10 la dang yén nghi.

5. Bat ké Phat To ty kém ché d6i voi viéc khai thac khia
canh chinh trj ctia van dé, da thay 1 c6 nhiing qua da chinh tri.
Vén dé nay da lam lan rong su ph?m nd va co thé tré thanh mot
tiéu diém dé gy rong khap bat méan véi ché do 6ng Diém. N6
cung cap mot chu d& ma hau hét nhing thanh phan déi 14p
khong-Cong-San (ngay ca mot sO gido dan Thién Chla Giao La
Ma) co the thay diém chung dé ddng y. Co6 chimg cd thiy rd
rang ty vin dé ndy, va ngay ca hon nira, viéc gia dinh 6ng Diém
XU tri té1 gio da co su 6n dinh tai hau nhu ¢ cac cép quan doi va
cong chirc cua chinh phi, trong khi gi6i quan dan cép trung va
cap thap hau hét 1a Phat Tu. Trong vai truong hop, cong chirc
nhu duong da bay to lam lo hay kinh lai cac chi thi cia chinh
phu 6ng Diém, con céc quan chtc cling c6 lac tranh né cong
vi¢c ban I¢nh chinh phu xuéng cho cép dudi cua ho, va thong
tin v& cac hanh dong sap téi cuia chinh phu lai hién nhién 14 b
16 dé cho cac nha su biét trudc. Trong bat ky trudng hop nao,
cac dién bién méi ddy dang lam cho nhiéu quan chirc chinh phu
phai tai xét lai quan hé cua ho véi, va mirc do cua sy trung
thanh cua ho voi ché @6 ong Diém; da co chung c6 rong khip
vé sy bat man nghiém trong va vé am muu déo chanh trong gi6i
chi huy quan su va cong chirc.
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6. Van dé Phat Gido c6 vé nhu da duoc ung ho 16n lao tir
nhiéu nhom dbi 14p khdng-Cong-San trong va ngoai lanh thd
Nam VN. Ciing ¢6 vé nhu da c6 mét cam gidc tang dan trong s6
nhimg nguoi ting ung ho ché do rang vi tri cua 6ng Diém co
thé da bi ton thwong mot cach nguy hiém va mot cach vinh vién.
Nhung cho t6i gid, chung t6i khong c6 chimg cé nao vé nhiing
nhom d6i 14p da dang co thé két hop thanh cac lién minh méi
hay hiéu qua véi nhau.

7. Van dé Phat Gido s& c6 vé nhu mot cu trang sd hién
nhién cho ngudi Cong San, nhung t6i gio van khong c6 ching
¢ nao rang ho da c6 thé loi dung mot cach hiéu qua. Ho c6 thé
da tra tron vao cac chtc sic Phat Gido & mot mirc do, nhung
khong dua ra dugc bat ky anh huong kha nhan nao, bat ké chinh
phi1 6ng Diém dang am chi nhu thé. Cho t6i gid, khung hoang
Phat Gido khong c6 vé nhu di c6 bat ky anh hudng kha luong
nao d6i véi nd luc chéng ndi day dang tién hanh, mac du tinh
than va hiéu ning cua cac lyc luong quan dan VNCH c6 vé s&
bi thiét hai néu van dé kéo dai.

8. Khung hoang Phat Gido ciing di lam ton thuong
VNCH vé mit qudc té, v6i anh huong quan trong co thé c6 dbi
v6i thanh cong tuwong lai ciia chinh sach My ddi vi Pong Nam
A Phan d6i dang lan rong tai cac qudc gia c6 Phat Tir chiém da
sO, v6i am chi rang hanh dong ctia My co thé gitp giai quyét
khung hoang. Cam Bot va Tich Lan da lén tiéng trudc Lién
Hi¢p Quoc, va ¢ thé nhiéu nudc nita s& 1am nhu thé. Tai céac
nude khac, ké ca tai Hoa Ky, khing hoang da cho mét kich
dong mai ddi voi viée chi trich chinh sich My véi 1y ¢6 ring
My dang ting ho mot ché do dan ap va mat long dan.

9. Hudng tuong lai cua van d& Phat Gido s& phan 16n
dugc quyét dinh boi hanh dong cia chinh pha VNCH trong thoi
gian gan. Nhiéu phan 1a cac van d& moi néu 1én gan day co thé
dugc giai quyét néu chinh phu thuc hién phan cam két trong
thuong luong dd 6. Tuy nhién, nhiing thanh phan co y thic
tinh vi v€ chinh tri cua xa hgi Nam VN, bao gém ca nhing
ngudi Phat T, déu biét vé nhitng hanh vi qua kht cia ong
Diém la thuong dung viée thuong thuyét dé kéo dai thoi gian,
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va thuong dua ra 10i hira dé 1am diu sy khing hoang tirc thi.
Nguy hiém thyc sy trong tinh hinh hién nay 13 6ng Diém c6 thé
mong mudn st dung k¥ thuat nhu thé, ky thuat ma trude kia da
gitip ong ta tét dep nhung lai c6 thé 1a tai hoa néu lan nay lai
lam nhu thé nita. Néu nhitng cudc biéu tinh tiép dién, nguoi ta
s& c6 thé doan 13 s& xuét hién mot gidi lanh dao Phat Gido co
tinh chinh tri hon va kém 6n hoa hon. Trat tu cong cong s€ bi de
doa. Pac bi¢t, chung ta khong thé biét chic 1a nhiing don vi
quan doi hay canh sat nao s& phan tng néu bi ra 1énh ban vao
nhiing cudc biéu tinh dan dau bai cac vi su Phat Gido.

III. ANH HUONG CAC DIEN BIEN MOI PAY VE QUAN
HE MY-VNCH

10. Chinh phu Sai Gon luén ludn bay to vai quan ngai vé
anh huong cac quan hé Hoa Ky trong van dé Nam VN, va dan
dan d3 cam théy phai han ché sy hién dién va hoat dong cua M¥y
tai Nam VN. Thai do nay khoi 1én vi, mot phan tir mot quan
ngai vé tinh chinh dang, c6 thé goi 1a qua nhay cam, d6i véi, vé
bé ngoai ciing nhu sy kién thuc té, vé nén chu quyén méi dat
duogc ciia VN. Tuy nhién, & mdt muc d¢ dugc suy xét, nd khoi
1én tir viéc chinh phu 6ng Diém nghi ngo vé y do ciia My doi
v6i chinh phti nay, va tir niém tin ctia chinh phu 6ng Diém rang
hién dién ctia My nhiéu hon s& tao thé Iyc cho cac nhom chinh
tri, va cac nhom nay co thé de doa wu thé chinh tri cua ong
Diém.

11. Van dé Phat Gido bung khéi vao mot trong nhimg
thoi diém nhay cam cua ché o ong Diém, va cang théng da bi
thuc ddy thém, boi cac sy kién tiép theo. Viéc xur 1y hoi ban
dau cua chinh phu Diém vé van dé [Phat Giao] dé lam cho My
khyng lai vi xau h6 nghiém trong va moOi quan ngai, ma, roi thi,
da dan t6i mot loat khang thu khan cdp manh mé tir phia My
(LND: ho so dung chir “forceful US démarches” trong d6 c6
chir Phap “démarches” dé chi mot thu tuc khan cip cua B
Ngoai Giao My, 1a ban vin phan dbi giri mot chinh pha nudc
khac va yéu cau tra 1o, Xem  Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9marche). Gia dinh 6ng
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Diém di cay dang bit man nhitng hanh dong nay ciia Hoa Ky,
va c6 thé cam thiy rang nhitng cudc biéu tinh cua Phat Gido da
it nhat, mot cach gian tiép vi co hién dién cia ngudi My. Trong
hoan canh d6, nhiéu phan s& co ting thém ap luc dé giam hién
dién ctua nguoi My.

12. Mot vai tro chinh trong chuyén nay s€ la em cua ong
Diém, 6ng Ngbé Pinh Nhu. Nhu Iuén luén 1a phu t4 chinh tri
chinh yéu cua ong Diém, nhung trong cac nam ké tir 1954 da co
mirc ting dan quyén lyc ca nhan va tham quyén ciia 6ng Nhu --
mot sy tang quyén, mot phan vi hoan canh, va chu yéu 1a do
6ng Nhu nd lyc nam thém quyén lyc. Ong Nhu ¢ tham vong
chinh tri riéng, va hau nhu chic chin ty xem 6ng 1a nguoi ndi
ngdi ong anh. Vi nhiéu 1y do, 6ng Nhu tir 1au trong chd riéng tu
déa nhin My v6i mot chat ngo' vue va kho chiu. Nhiing chi trich
tir phia My d6i v6i chinh phu VNCH déc biét lam 6ng Nhu no6i
gian, vi Nhu biét ring ong va vo 6ng thuong xuyén la muc tiéu
chinh. Trén hét, Nhu hau nhu chic chan ngd vuc rang khong o
sy ting ho cia My gianh cho Diém rdi ¢ s& chuyén sang tng
ho Nhu hay khong.

13. Trong nhiing cugc thuong thuyét voi Phat Gido, ong
Nhu thuc giye 6ng Diém gitr quan diém ctng rin va, bang chinh
10i tuyén bd cta Nhu 13, khong ung ho chit nao dbi voi cac
nhuong by da dat véi Phat Gido. Dya vao nhiing viéc da qua,
chiing t61 nghi 1a s€ khong c6 vé gi 1a Nhu s€ gitip thuc hién cac
cam két; anh huong cua 6ng Nhu ddi véi ong Diém du kién s&
trén chidu hudng tri hodn va ci nhay ddi v6i nhitng cam két,
mot khuynh huéng ma chinh ong Diém ciing da bac bo. Chuyén
nay nhiéu phan s& khong chi 6ng ba Nhu va 6ng Diém, nhung
cling s& c6 [can thiép cua] ong anh 13 Téng Giam Muc Ngo
Dinh Thyc va 6ng em 1a Ngb Dinh Cén, linh chua chinh tri cia
cac tinh Mién Trung, mdt cach hién nhién 1a tiép tuc ngd vuc
tinh chinh dang cta céc khiéu kién tir Phat T, va danh gia thép
mirc d6 cang thang cta khing hoang.

IV. VIEN ANH ,
14. Néu chinh phu Di¢m tién hanh thyc hi¢én mot cach
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hiéu qua cac cam két ngay 16-6-1963, phan nhiéu cac bat man
tir van dé Phat Gido c6 thé ém diju lai. Tuy nhién, ngay ca néu
quan hé gitta chinh phu 6ng Diém va Phat Tu lang xudng,
nhimg bit déng tong quat d6i voi ché do ong Diém (ma cudc
khung hoang nay lam bung 1én va dua ra phia tru6c) phan nhiéu
cling s& tOn tai. Thém nira, néu (va diéu ndy co thé 13) ché do
¢ ¥ tri hodn, vung vé va kém thanh thyc trong viéc img phé
van dé Phat Gido, s& co thé bung trd lai nhiing cudc biéu tinh,
va Nam VN s& c6 thé van ¢ trong trang thai cang thang chinh tri
noi dia. Trong nhimg hoan canh dé, xac suat s& cao hon bao gio
hét dé xay ra mot vu dao chanh hay 4m sat nham vao 6ng Diém
ma khong do Cong San chii muu. Ching ta khong thé loai trir
kha thé cia mot cu dao chanh do Coéng San muu toan, nhung
mdt &m muu cia Cong Sin s& udc doan dugc la khd thanh
cong, khi ndo ma da s nhitng nguoi ddi lap va chi trich chinh
phu 6ng Diém vin (nhu bay gio hién nay) canh giac dbi vai
hiém hoa Cong San.

15. Xac suét xdy ra s 16n hon d6i v6i mot ¢t dao chanh
khong do Cong San gay ra — va vé su thanh cong cuia no -- trong
truong hop lai cé sy kién kinh nhau tr¢ lai gitra chinh phu Diém
va Phat Gido va dan toi nhitng cudc biéu tinh rong 16n & Sai
Gon. Nhitng x6 xat kéo dai va cac hdn loan tong quat s&, nhiéu
hay it, han 1a s& xay ra — khi lyc lugng an ninh khong biét s&
nén ting ho phia nao. Trong hoan canh nhu thé, mot nhom nho,
dac biét 1a mot nhoém c6d nhirng ké hoach ung phé trude cho
truong hop do, co thé s& c6 kha ning lat d6 chinh phu. Nguoc
lai, mot thoa hiép kéo dai gitra chinh phu 6ng Di¢m va Phat Tw
s€ giup gidm co nguy ddo chanh.

16. Bét ky muu toan nao muén 14t d6 ong Di¢m s€ hau
nhu chic chin ciing phai 14t ¢6 6ng Nhu, nhung néu 6ng Diém
di ma ong Nhu con, thi chung t0i tin phan chic rang 6ng Nhu s&
tim cach 1én nim quyen — trong mét budce dau tién, c6 thé sé 1a
van dung qua gudéng may hién dinh. Chung t61 khong tin la nd
luc [tmg cir] ctia 6ng Nhu sé& thanh cong, bat ké nén tang chinh
tri ¢4 nhan ma 6ng Nhu dd vun trong xuyén qua Thanh Nién
Cong Hoa (ma ong 1a Téng Thu Lanh), chuong trinh 4p chién
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lugce (do Uy Ban Lién B6 thyc hién, ma 6ng Nhu 1a Chu Tich
Uy Ban nay), va trong quan doi. Ong Nhu va vg ong da tro
thanh nhimg biéu tugng sdng cua tat ca nhimng gi bi cim ghét
trong ché do hién nay, vi stc manh chinh tri riéng cua 6ng Nhu
s€ kéo dai hon 6ng Diém. S€ co thé c6 mot cudc tranh dau vai
bao luc khong nho, nhung du dé quan doi phén _cha"lc la s€ ra tri
an, hoic 1a s& ing ho ngudi ndi ngdi hién dinh dé dua Pho Tong
Théng Tho 1én [thay 6ng Diém], hodc 13 s& ung ho mét lanh tu
dan sy khong Cong San khac, hoac la ing ho mdt chinh phu
quan phigt.

17. Mot ché do ndi tiép khong Cong San co thé khong
hiéu qua hon ché do ong Diém trong viéc chién dau chéng lai
Viét Cong; thuc sy, it nhat, lic dau nd ¢6 thé kém hiéu qua, va
nd luc chéng ndi day co thé s& tam thoi rdi loan. Tuy nhién, c6
mot khéi 16n nhan sy day kinh nghiém va duoc huin luyén,
nhung chua dugc van dung hét, khong chi trong quan doi va luc
lugng cong chire cua chinh phu hién nay, nhung ciing dang c6
nhiéu ¢ ngoai chinh phu nay, téi mot mirc do ndo d6. Nhimng
phﬁn tor nay, khi dugc ung hd tiép tuc tir Hoa Ky, c6 thé tao ra
mdt sy lanh dao hiéu qua mot cach hop 1y dbi vai chinh phu va
nd lyc chién tranh.

. Bin}} kém:
Ho so mat ban so 354, dang PDF.>
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—SPERET—

THE SITUATION
IN SOUTH VIETNAM

SCOPE NOTE

NIE 53-63, “Prospects in South Vietnam,” dated 17 April 1963
was particularly concerned with the progress of the counterin-
surgency effort, and with the military and political factors most
likely to affect that effort. The primary purpose of the present
SNIE is to examine the implications of recent developments in
South Vietnam for the stability of the country, the viability of the
Diem regime, and its relationship with the US.

CONCLUSIONS

A. The Buddhist crisis in South Vietnam has highlighted and
intensified a widespread and longstanding dissatisfaction with
the Diem regime and its style of government. If—as is likely—
Diem fails to carry out truly and promptly the commitments he
has made to the Buddhists, disorders will probably flare again
and the chances of a coup or assassination attempts against him
will become better than even. (Paras. 4, 14)

B. The Diem regime’s underlying uneasiness about the extent
of the US involvement in South Vietnam has been sharpened
by the Buddhist affair and the firm line taken by the US. This
attitude will almost certainly persist and further pressure to
reduce the US presence in the country is likely. (Paras. 10-12).

C. Thus far, the Buddhist issue has not been effectively ex-
ploited by the Communists, nor does it appear to have had any
appreciable effect on the counterinsurgency effort. We do not
think Diem is likely to be overthrown by a Communist coup.
Nor do we think the Communists would necessarily profit if he
were overthrown by some combination of his non-Communist
opponents. A non-Communist successor regime might be ini-
tially less effective against the Viet Cong, but, given continued
support from the US, could provide reasonably effective leader-
ship for the government and the war effort. (Paras. 7, 15-17)

—— .
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DISCUSSION

L. INTRODUCTION

1. The two chief problems which have faced the Government of South
Vietnam (GVN) since its birth in 1954 have been: (a) to forge the
institutions and loyalties necessary to Vietnam’s survival as an inde-
pendent nation, and (b) to counter the menace of Hanoi's subversive
and aggressive designs—pursued since 1960 by a campaign of wide-
spread guerrilla warfare. In attempting to cope with these problems,
the G'VN has been hampered by its lack of confidence in and its inability
to engage the understanding and support of a considerable portion of
the Vietnamese people—including large segments of the educated
classes and the peasantry. In recent weeks these inadequacies and
tensions in the South Vietnamese body politic have been further revealed
and intensified.

Il. THE BUDDHIST AFFAIR

2. President Diem, his family, and a large proportion of the top
leaders of the regime are Roman Catholics, in a population that is 70
to 80 percent Buddhist. The regime has clearly accorded preferential
treatment to Catholics in its employment practices and has favored the
Catholic Church. But there have been no legal restrictions on religious
freedom and, until recently, most Buddhists appeared passive in their
response to the privileged institutional position occupied by the Catholic
Church. There have, however, been various administrative discrimi-
nations against the Buddhists, though these may have resulted as much
from thoughtlessness or misplaced zeal on the part of minor officials
as from conscious GVN policy. These have obviously created an under-
current of resentment, as is evidenced by the extent and intensity of the
recent outbreaks.

3. In April 1963, the GVN ordered its provincial officials to enforce
a longstanding but generally ignored edict regulating the public display
of religious flags. As it happened, this order was issued just prior to
Buddha’s birthday (8 May), a major Buddhist festival, and just after
Papal flags had been prominently flown during a series of officially
encouraged celebrations commemorating the 25th anniversary of the
ordination of Ngo dinh Thue, Diem’s brother, the Archbishop of Hue.
A protest demonstration developed in Hue on 8 May, which was dis-
persed by fire from a Civil Guard unit. In the ensuing melee
several persons were killed, including some children. The GVN has
blamed the deaths on Viet Cong terrorists despite evidence to the
contrary, and its subsequent stiff-necked handling of this incident
and its aftermath has sparked a national erisis. The Buddhists, hith-
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erto disorganized and nonprotesting, have shown considerable cohesion
and force—enough to elicit a set of “compromise” agreements from
President Diem on 16 June. Moreover, the fact that the Buddhist
leaders have been able to challenge the povernment openly without
evoking serious government retaliation has presumably given them
considerable confidence,

4. ¥or the moment, the Buddhist movement remains under the effec-
tive control of moderate bonzes who have refused to accept
support from or countenance ccoperation with any of Diem’s political
opponents, Communist or non-Communist, and appear to be trying to
insure that the Buddhists live up to their part of the bargain. This
leadership gave the GVN a period of grace (which expired about the end
of June) in which to show that it was moving in good faith to carry
out its undertakings, failing which protests would resume. So far
there have been no further demonstrations, but the Buddhist leadership
is clearly restive.

5. Despite Buddhist restraint in the political exploitation of the affair,
it has obvious political overtones. It has apparently aroused wide-
spread popuiar indignation and could well become a focal point of
general disaffection with the Diem government. It provides an issue
on which most of Diem’s non-Communist opponents (even including
some Catholics) can find common ground of agreement. There is con-
siderable evidence that the issue itself and, even more, the Diem family’s
handling of it to date has occasioned restiveness at virtually all levels
of the GVN’s military and civil establishments, both of whose lower
and middle echelons are largely staffed by Buddhists. In some cases,
civil servants seem to have ignored or tempered GVN instructions,
superiors have on occasion evaded their assigned task of propounding
the official GVN line to their subordinates, and information on impend-
ing government actions has obviously leaked to Buddhist leaders. In
any case, recent developments are causing many GVN officials to re-
examine their relations with and the limits of their loyalty to the Diem
regime; there is accumulating evidence of serious disaffection and coup
plotting in high military and civilian circles.

6. The Buddhist affair appears to have given considerable heart to
the various non-Communist political opposition splinter groups in and
out of South Vietnam. There also appears to be a growing feeling
among former supporters of the regime that Diem’s position may have
been permanently and dangerously impaired. Thus far, however, we
have no evidence that the diverse opposition groups have been able
to form new or effective alliances with one another.

7. The Buddhist issue would appear to be an obvious windfall for
the Communists, but so far there is no evidence that they have been
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able to exploit it effectively. They may have penetrated the Buddhist
clergy to some extent, but are not presently exerting any discernible
influence, despite the suggestions to the contrary in GVN pronounce-
ments. To date the Buddhist crisis does not appear to have had any
appreciable effect on the continuing counterinsurgency effort, though
the morale and efficiency of the GVN’s military and civil forces are
likely to be impaired if the issue is prolonged.

8. The Buddhist crisis has also hurt the GVN internationally, with
potentially important effects upon the future success of US policy
towards southeast Asia. Protests are growing in other predominantly
Buddhist countries, with the implication that US action could help
resolve the crisis. Cambodia and Ceylon have made representations
to the UN and more may be forthcoming. In other countries, includ-
ing the US, the crisis has given new stimulus to eriticism of US policy
on the grounds that the US is supporting an oppressive and unrepre-
sentative regime.

9. The future course of the Buddhist affair will be largely determined
by the GVN’s actions in the near term. It is likely that the issues
recently raised can be resolved if the GVN executes its portion of the
negotiated bargain. However, politically sophisticated segments of
South Vietnamese society, Buddhists included, are mindful of Diem’s
past practice of often using negotiations as a stall for time and of
making promises in order to weather an immediate crisis. The real
danger in the present situation is that Diem may be tempted to employ
such tactics which have served him well in the past but could prove
disastrous if essayed this time. If demonstrations should be resumed,
they would probably assume an increasingly political cast, and less
moderate Buddhist leadership would be likely to come to the fore.
Public order would be threatened. In particular, we cannot be sure
how various army or police units would react if ordered to fire on demon-
strations headed by Buddhist bonzes.

Ill. THE EFFECT OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ON US-GVN RELATIONS

10. The GVN has always shown some concern over the implications
of US involvement in South Vietnamese affairs and from time to time
has felt moved to restrict US activities and presence in South Vietnam,
This attitude springs partly from legitimate, if hypersensitive, concern
for the appearance as well as the fact of Vietnam’s recently acquired
sovereignty. To a considerable degree, however, it springs from the
Diem government’s suspicion of US intentions toward it, and from its
belief that the extensive US presence is setting in motion political
forces which could eventually threaten Diem’s political primacy.

11. The Buddhist affairs erupted at one of these periods of GVN sensi-
tivity, and the strain has been aggravated by subsequent events. The
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GVN’s initial handling of the issue gave the US ground for serious em-
barrassment and concern which, in turn, produced a succession of force-
ful US démarches. The Diem family has bitterly resented these US
actions and may well feel that the Buddhist protests were at least in-
directly due to the US presence. Under the circumstances, further pres-
surc to reduce that presence is likely.

12. A key role in this regard will be played by Diem’s brother, Ngo
dinh Nhu. He has always been Diem’s chief political leutenant, but
the years since 1954 have witnessed a steady accretion of Nhu’s personal
power and authority—an aceretion due partly to circumstance and
primarily to deliberate effort on Nhu’s part. Nhu has political ambitions
of his own and almost certainly envisages himself as his brother’s suc-
cessor. For a variety of reasons, Nhu has long privately viewed the
US with some hostility and suspicion. American criticism of the GVN
has especially irritated Nhu, for he is aware that he and his wife are
often its primary targets. Above all, Nhu almost certainly doubts
whether the support which the US has given to his brother would be
transferred to him.

13. In the negotiations with the Buddhists, Nhu urged his brother
to take a firm line and is, by his own statement, wholly out of sympathy
with the concessions made. On the basis of past performance, we think
it unlikely that he will help to implement the settlement; his influence
on Diem will be rather in the direction of delaying and hedging on
commitments, a tendency to which Diem himself is already disposed.
This will be the more likely since not only the Nhus and Diem, but
also his brothers Archbishop Thue and Ngo dinh Can, the political boss
of the central provinces, obviously confinue to doubt the legitimacy of
Buddhist complaints and to underestimate the intensity of the crisis.

IV. THE OUTLOOK

14. If the Diem government moves effectively to fulfill its 16 June
commitments, much of the resentment aroused by the Buddhist con-
troversy could be allayed. However, even if relations between the GVN
and the Buddhists are smoothed over, the general discontent with the
Diem regime which the crisis has exacerbated and brought to the fore
is likely to persist. Further, if—as is probable—the regime is dilatory,
inept, and insincere in handling Buddhist matters, there will probably
be renewed demonstrations, and South Vietnam will probably remain
in a state of domestic political tension. Under these circumstances,
the chances of a non-Communist assassination or coup attempt against
Diem will be better than even. We cannot exclude the possibility of
an attempted Communist coup, but a Communist attempt will have
appreciably less likelihood of success so long as the majority of the
government’s opponents and critics remain—as they are now—alert
to the Communist peril.

TSPGRERNE 5
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15. The chances of a non-Communist coup—and of its success—would
become greater in the event renewed GVN/Buddhist confrontation should
lead to large-scale demonstrations in Saigon. More or less prolonged
riot and general disorder would probably result—with the security forces
confused over which side to support. Under such circumstances, a
small group, particularly one with prior contingency plans for such an
eventuality, might prove able to topple the government. Conversely,
a continued or resumed truce between the GVN and the Buddhists
would serve to reduce the likelihood of such an overthrow.

16. Any attempt to remove Diem will almost certainly be directed
against Nhu as well, but should Nhu survive Diem, we are virtually
certain that he would attempt to gain power—in the first instance prob-
ably by manipulating the constitutional machinery. We do not believe
that Nhu’s bid would succeed, despite the personal political base he has
sought to build through the Republican Youth (of which he is the overt,
uniformed head), the strategic hamlet program (whose directing Inter-
ministerial Committee he chairs), and in the army. He and his wife
have become too much the living symbols of all that is disliked in the
present regime for Nhu’s personal political power to long outlive his
brother. There might be a struggle with no little violence, but enough
of the army would almost certainly move to take charge of the situation,
either rallying behind the constitutional successor to install Vice Presi-
dent Tho or backing another non-Communist civil leader or a military
junta.

17. A non-Communist successor regime might prove no more effective
than Diem in fighting the Viet Cong; indeed at least initially it might
well prove considerably less effective, and the counterinsurgency effort
would probably be temporarily disrupted. However, there is a reason-
ably large pool of under-utilized but experienced and trained manpower
not only within the military and civilian sectors of the present govern-
ment but also, to some extent, outside. These elements, given continued
support from the US, could provide reasonably effective leadership for
the government and the war effort.
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NAM 1962 MY PA THAY MAT VIET NAM
Mot Ly Do Chinh La Vi Nha Ngé Lam Hong
Ap Chién Lugc

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume II, Vietnam, 1962, Document 268
Cu ST Nguyén Gidc dich

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Ban Ghi Nhé nay, tir cac hd so da giai
mat, do Joseph A. Mendenhall viét. Ong 14 ¢ véan chinh phu
Kennedy vé chinh sich My ¢ Viét Nam va Lao. Ban Ghi nhé sb
268 cho théy tinh hinh VNCH bi dat tor nam 1962, dac biét
chinh sach ap chién lugc bi hong vi nha Ngo.

Ban Ghi nhé nay dugc viét vao giita thang 8 nim 1962,
sau Tuyén Ngon “Caravelle” 1én 4an ché do (26-4-1960), sau vu
Binh bién ctia binh chung Nhay Du (11-11-1960) va sau Cudc
oanh kich Dinh Poc Lap dé muu sat toan gia ho Ngo (27-2-
1962), nén tac gia ciing da khuyén nghi (recommendation) giai
phap loai bo (get rid of) ong Diém va vo chong ong Nhu. Pic
biét, luc d6, chwa xay ra bién ¢ dan ap Phat giao & Hué (8-5-
1963) dan dén cudc khung hoang chinh tri toan dién tai mién
Nam.

Ghi nhén tir Ban Ghi Nhé céac diém sau:

e Nam 1959, quan ddi Viét Nam Cong Hoa kiém soat toan bd
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Mién Nam Viét Nam, trir Dong Thap Muoi. Nam 1962, chi con
kiém soat cac thanh thi, vi quin Viét Cong da kiém soat
phin I6n nong thén.

e Tai noi héo lanh, chi duy mot mo hinh an ninh thanh céng la
Gido x1r ciia Linh Muc Nguyén Lac Hoa, dugc 6ng Diém phong
cap Thiéu T4, bién thanh Biét Khu Hai Yén, cho 1ap quan ddi
riéng.

e My thiy vién anh tit yéu s& mat Viét Nam vé tay Viét Cong,
vi gia dinh ong Ngé DPinh Diém da nghi, kém hiéu qua, mat
Iong dan. '

e Chinh sach Ap Chién Luoc bi l1am sai tir cin ban: chay theo
théng ké, khong lo cai thién muc séng cta dan, bau cu gian lan,
cudng ép dan lao dong vo ich...

e Mendenhall dé nghi dédo chanh ong Diém 1a cach duy nhat;
néu khong, truéc sau gi My ciing thua, va Viét Nam sé bi
nhufm do.

Pho ban Ban Ghi Nhé 268 s€ dinh kém dudi ban dich nay. Ban
Viét dich do Cw si Nguyén Gidc.)

BAT PAU BAN DICH

268. Ban Ghi Nhé Tir Cyu C6 Van Chinh Tri Toa
Pai Sir Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam (Joseph A. Mendenhall)
M Trinh Lén Phu T4 Tho Trudng Ngoai Giao Dac Trach
Vién Pong Vu Edward E. Rice. (1)

Washington, Ngay 16 Thang 8 Nam 1962

DE TAI Viét Nam — Danh gia va Khuyen nghi

T6i viét ban ghi nhé nay theo 101 yéu cau cia ngai
dé ghi lai nhitng gi toi nhin thdy vé van d& VN. Noi day
chi noi nhitng diém cin ban thdi, va khong co ¥ nhin vé
nhirng khia canh khac c6 tinh quan trong tuong doi.

1. Tinh Hinh

Thoi ky 1959-1962. Viét Cong di ting quan sb
trong luc lugng vii trang thuong truc tai Nam VN tu
khoang 2.000 trong cubi nim 1959 téi khoang 20.000
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bd doi bay gio. Con sb sau nay twong dbi khong ddi trong nam
1962, nhung theo giai thich cuia VNCH la VC thuong vong
nang né mdi thang thi VC hién nhién tiép tuc c6 kha niing thay
quan dé bu dip cac thiét hai 16n. Xam nhép tur Bic VN khong
bi xem la nh6, nhu mét ngudn cua sirc manh nay, nhung da so
quan VC da dugc tuyén md tir dia phuong va tlep tuc nhu thé.

Vao cudi nam 1959, quan VNCH di kiém soat hiéu qua
hau hét ving Nam VN (ngoai trir cac can ctit CS cil, nhu trong
Pong Thap Muoi). Lic do, ngudi ta c6 thé du lich, t nhat 13
ban ngay, gan nhu & moi noi tai Nam VN ma khong can an ninh
ho tong; va & Mién Trung VN, an ninh gan nhu tuyét hao.
[Nhung] Bay gio, VC di kiém soat hi¢u qua da s khu vyc nong
thon ngoai trir khi quan VNCH tién véao véi sd luong 16n, va da
s6 phan con lai & mién qué 1a lic lu dao dong giita hai bén.
VNCH kiém soat thuc su phan 16n 1a ¢ cac thanh thi.

Khuynh Huong Hién Nay. Trong khi su suy sup nhanh
chong hoi thang 9 va thang 10-1961, dic biét vé tinh than chong
Cong, dugc chan lai nho sy tang vién quén sy cua My va sy cai
tlen kha nang quan sy VNCH, khuynh huéng an ninh hién nay
van tiép tuc suy sup dén.

Tai cac tinh dong bang Mién Trung VN, an ninh suy sup
t¢ hai trong nam 1962. Mat
khac, cac tinh cao nguyén Mién
Trung VN tinh hinh d& hon vao
cubi nam 1961, nhung nhu thé
¢6 thé vi, mot phan, do VC
chuyén tap trung tir cac noi nay
xudng ving dong bang, noi tim
lwong thuc va tuyén bo doi tir
sdc toc Kinh dé dang.

Tai Mién Nam VN (cac
tinh phia nam va giap phia bic
Sai Gon) tinh hinh quan su bé
ngoai la ngang ngtra, nhung
thuc sy van bét lgi cho chiing
ta khi cac trin do VC khéi ra
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tiép tuc & mirc dd cao va dan chung khong duoc quan VNCH
bao vé hiéu qua. Cac khu vuc héo lanh (nhu vung cua Cha Hoa
¢ Ca Mau, mom phia nam cua VN) da cai thién, nhung d6 la
truong hop ngoai 1€, khéng phai quy I¢.

[LND: Nhan vat “Cha Hoéa” trong bio céo nay la Linh
Muc Augustind Nguyen Lac Hoa, sinh nam 1908 ¢ Quang
Ninh, cai quan mot sO giad xtr & Mién Béic VN. Nam 1954, LM
Hoéa cing mot s6 tan quan Trung Hoa Qubc Dan Pang di tan
sang Cam B6t, 1ap chién khu; nam 1957, bi Vua Sihanouk truc
xuat, LM Hoa dua dan trong gido xir vé Ca Mau, dugc 6ng
Diém gitip 1ap Biét Khu Hai Yén, cho 1ap quan doi riéng, dao
dong khoang 1.200-1.800 quan. Ong Diém phong LM Hoa la
Thiéu T4 Tu Lénh Biét Khu Hai Yén. Quan Biét Khu Hai Yén
bi VC danh bai nim 1966; sau d6, LM Hoéa vé Sai Gon lam muc
vu. LM Héa vé Pai Loan nam 1972, va tir trAn nam 1989.

Father Nguyen Lac Hoa, with an American Air Force officer, holding a
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Cha Hoéa dang tuan tiéu trong Biét Khu Hai Yén - Véi sy tro
gilp cua quan doi My]

Vién Anh. Khuynh huéng tuong lai c6 vé nhu sé tiép tuc
suy sup dan dan, v6i c6 18 thinh thoang 1a mot tran danh 16n do
VC tung ra c6 myc dich tuyén truyén. Khong c¢o vién anh gan
nao cho thiy VC s& chuyen quan du kich sang quan quy udc
chién, nhung ho ¢ thé cam thay diéu d6 khong can thiét cho
viéc chiém gon Mién Nam VN.

Thay vao d6, ho c6 thé quyét dinh s& dwa vao sy mét moi
chién tranh tai Nam VN va/hodc tai Hoa Ky. Néu chién tranh
kéo dai v6i suy sup dan dan va khong co hy vong chién thing,
nguy hiém 13 s& dan téi cam thirc chinh tri trong gidi tri thic
Nam VN tur 1ap truong chong Cong manh me sang doi hoi trung
1ap nhu cach duy nhat dé ngimg cudc chién. Tl quan diém Hoa
Ky, t6i (Mendenhall) thiy nhu thé s& 12 tai hoa, vi trung 1ap hoa
rieng Nam VN s& mau chong dan t6i viéc Bac VN nhudm do ca
nudc VN.

2. Tai Sao Chung Ta Thua?

Yéu T6 Can Ban. Téong Thong Diém va nhitng nhuoc diém
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clia 6ng ta tiéu biéu cho 1y do nén tang cia khuynh hudng
chéng lai ching ta trong cudc chlen nay. Trong hoan canh hién
nay, pham chat xuit sic cta ong vé sy thong minh va can dam
da bi dé bep bsi 2 nhuoc diém 16n: a) kém hiéu qua vé mat to
chirc trong chinh phi gay ra tir viéc 6ng cd tinh bét quyet tur
chdi trao quyén cho nhédn vién thuc hién, thiéu chudi quyén luc
(hang doc), khong chiu nhan 13i, khong tin ngudi khac; va b)
6ng khong c6 kha ning huy dong quin ching hd tre, vi yéu
kém trong vai tro mét chinh tri gia.

Dé chién thfmg Cong san, chinh phit Nam VN phai hoac 1a
¢6 hiéu qua hoic 14 duge quan chung ung ho, nhung chinh phu
ctia Tong Théng Diém khong cé duoc diém nao nhu thé.

Ai ciing biét rang can phai c6 ung ho tir dan, chung ta méi
thing ndi cudc chién. Boi vi chinh phi Nam VN hién nay
khong dugce dian ung h§, nén khong cé du tin tinh bdo tir dan
ching dé danh bai VC, va quén dich van tiép tuc duy tri duge
sttc manh xuyén qua tuyén mo bo doi tir dan.

Dé pha v& vong tron khic nghiét nay, VNCH phai tim
duoc ung ho tir dan lang bang cach cho ho su bao vé thich nghi
va gitp ho cai thién mirc séng. Chwong trinh 4p chién lugc nay
lap ra dé 1am nhu thé, nhung chinh phii 6ng Diém khong t6
chirc hidu qua va phuong phap chinh tri yéu kém chi di cho mot
chit hta hen rang chuong trinh s& thuc hién hiéu qua boi chinh
phu cua 6ng.

Bit ké Hoa Ky thudong xuyén hdi thac nhiéu thang qua, da
khong c¢é wu tién thue sy nao cho viée thiét 1ap cac ap chlen
lwgee dugce dua ra, va viéc phan ph01 thiéu hé thong cac ngudn
tal nguyén quan su va dan sy nham hd trg chuong trinh. Thay
vao do, cac quan chuc dang thuc diy moi noi cung mot lac,
nham hoan tit s6 li¢u cin thiét dé 1am hai long ap lwe tir Sai
Gon, bat ké 1a vé hau hét cac phuong dién quan trong, nhiéu
ngdi lang nay — co 1€ nén nobi la hang loat ngoi lang nay — khéng
thich nghi dé dat myc tiéu cia ho va din chiing thwong bi
cudng ép lao dong vo ich.

Phuong phap chinh tri ap dung theo chi thi cua 6ng Nhu
tai cac ap chién luoc (1ap cac to chirc quan ching va dwa vao “ti
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luc’, tirc 13, lao dong cudng ép) nhiéu phan thudong 13 mét long
dan, hon 1a duoc 1ong dan, va viéc bau ctr cac quan chirc dp
chién lugc bang phiéu bau bi mat trong bau khong khi & VN chi
la tro gian lan thoi.

Thanh t5 x3 hoi va kinh té ctia chuong trinh — quan yéu dé
duoc ung ho tich cuc tir dan -- t61 gid van hau nhu khong duoc
chinh phu 6ng Diém chii trong, chi trir trong vai ap chién lugc
kiéu mau, va trong hai ving ma chung ta di tao thanh va binh
dinh, noi chung ta hop tac can ké voi nguoi Viét.

Tét ca nhimng ly do do la co nguy nghiém trong dang lam
héng chwong trinh ap chién lwoc, dudi mat cia moi ngudi.

Khong ¢6 co may nao thay doi phuong phap chinh tri cua
6ng Diém va Nhu, hay phuong phap t6 chtrc va quan tri cong
quyen cta ho. Ong Diém da qua gia, va dinh cu’ng vao kiéu
quan triéu phong kién. Ca 6ng va Nhu déu tin rang ho hiéu
Viét Nam nhiéu hon bt ky ai khac, va do vy chi thinh ‘thoang
moi nghe 161 khuyén. Ca hai nguoi déu khong tin ciy bat ky ai
ngoai gia dinh cia ho t6i n6i ho hoan toan khéng muén thay
d6i phuong phap quan tri chinh pha bang cach “chia dé tri.”

3. Két luin va Khuyén nghi

Két Luan: Rang ching ta khong thé thing cudc chién
nay voi cac phwong phap Diém-Nhu, va chung ta lai khong
thé thay d6i cac phuong phap nay, bat ké bao nhiéu ap luc
chiing ta thuc day ho.

Khuyén Nghi: Loai trir 6ng Diém, ca 6ng ba Nhu va phan
con lai trong gia dinh nha Ngo.

Giai phap khac:

1. Phé Tong Thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Tudng Duong
Vin Minh nhu mot lién minh, voi 6ng Tho thang cir hop
hién vao ngdi Tong Thong va Tudng Minh, vi Tudng
dugc dan ching wa chudng nhét, chi huy quan lyc. Giai
phap nay nén chon nhit. Ong Tho c6 pham chit cua
mot chinh khach va sy linh dong cua 6ng s€ danh bat
cac nhugc diém cua ong. Ciing quan trong twong duong,
1a tuy chinh phti ctia Tho va Minh c6 thé s& khong hiéu
qué nhu chinh phi 6ng Diém, ho s& cho phép cb van My
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hoat dong sat can voi quan va dan VNCH, va nhu thé s&
cho chiing ta co hdi (ma phan 16n co hdi nay da bi Diém
va Nhu bac bo) dé ting hiéu qua hoat dong cia VNCH.
Tuéng Lé Van Kim va Tuéng Dwong Vin Minh. Néu
Ph6 Téng Théng Tho tir chdi hop tac trong viéc lat dé
ong Diém (va khong ai c6 thé noi 1a 6ng Tho s€ quyét
dinh thé nao vé viéc do, trir phi 6ng ta ndi ra), roi thi su
két hop Tuéng Kim (vién twéng thong minh nhét trong
cac vién tuéng VNCH) va Tudng Minh s€ 1a gidi phap
thtr nhi. Hién nay, Tuéng Kim lam phu ta cho Tudng
Minh & B6 Tong Tham Muu, va Tuéng Minh c6 thé
dong y cho Tudéng Kim nam chinh phu va Tuéng Minh
nam quan doi.

Tran Quéc Biru. Chu Tich Tong Lién Poan Cong Nhan
Thién Chla Gi4o (LND: Mendenhall ghi nham, doan thé
cua 6ng Buu khong c6 tinh ton gido du cé nguodi cho
rang hai chit “Lao Cong” ham ¥ “Lao dong Cong giao” ,
tén dung phai 12 Tong lién doan Lao cong Viét Nam).
Chi huy t6 chirc quan trong duy nhét tai VN ndm ngoai
kiém soét clia chinh phii, 6ng Biru c6 phiam chat ctia mot
chinh khach tai nang, biét cach van dung quan ching.
Sat canh v6i ong Nhu trong viée to chirc Pang Can Lao
thoi ky dau, 6ng Biru khong con than can véi nha Ngb
nita, nhung cling chua dut lia hoan toan. Chung ta khong
rd quan hé cua o6ng Buru voi quan doi VNCH, nhung
khong ai biét diéu gi cho téi khi thim do xem y 6ng c6
san sang lanh dao mot cudc dao chanh hay khong.

Cdc rii ro doi chiéu: Cac rii ro trong viéc chuyén tir

Diém sang mot giai phap thay thé s& 12 16n, vi quan Cong san c6
thé manh hon trong lic rdi loan (ddc biét néu khung hoang kéo
dai). Nhung diéu nay co thé ngin can, it nhat 1a mot phan, béng
cach dé quan My can thiép tam thoi trong khi khung hoang de
khong cho VC chiém cac thi trén.

Ciing c6 rui ro ddao chanh that bai, v6i anh hudng xau

trong quan hé twong lai cia ching ta v&i Diém. Nhung ong
Diém khong c6 cho nao dé dua, chi trur tim My dé ho tro.
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Va rui ro tran ngép can thay 1a: phan chic 1 s& mat VN
vao tay Cong san néu ching ta gin b6 voi ong Diém.

4. Cach Nao Pé Thuc Hién Pao Chanh (2)

(To1 chua bao gio thyc hién mdt cu ddo chanh, va ciing
khong phai chuyén gia linh vuc nay. Toi khuyén nghi mét cach
c6 thé 1am nhu thé -- cach tot nhat theo t6i thdy — nhung c6 thé
c¢6 cach khac tt hon.)

Nén gidu ban tay ctia My t&i murc t6i da co thé, trong cudce
dao chanh d6. Chung ta mudn tranh bat ky cai nhin cong chiing
nao rang tan chinh phu 1a bup-bé cua chang ta. Tuy nhién,
khong nén dé ndi so bi 16 ngan can sy lién hé an tang cua chiing
ta. Chung ta s& ludn ludn bi t6 cdo boi mot s6 lién hé (y hét nhu
ching ta da bi quy chup vé nd luc ddo chanh thang 11-1960 va
vu doi bom Dinh Toéng Thong thang 2-1962) (3). Quy luat ¢o
tinh nguyen tac 14, s& khong thi nhan cong khai vé su 1ién hé.

Céc vién chtrc Hoa Ky thich nghi s& lang 18 tiét 16 véi vai
vién chtrc VN da chon cén trong (nhu 6ng Tho va Tudng Minh)
vé kha thé cua cudc dao chanh, va néu can s& bay to long san
sang hd tro cudc dao chanh vao lic thich hop. Véi khuyen
khich nhu thé, mot sé vién chirc VN d6 s& moi mot sb nguoi
Viét khac tham dy. Lién lac cia My s€ rat han ché dé gidu vai
tro cua chung ta. Chung ta s& ¢ van sau hiu truong vé viée to
chure, va s& dé nguoi Viét thuc hién toan bo.

Muc tiéu s& 1a bat giit toan bo anh em nha Ngo va ba Nhu,
va dé ho tuc khic ra khoi VN néu ho khong bi bét gitl. Tién
trinh bat gitr s& c6 thé d& dang hon, khi Diém va Nhu rdi Dinh
trong khi di lai trong VN. Viéc thuc hi¢n s& t6t hon, khi anh em
ong Ngo Pinh Thuc (Téng Giam Muc) va Ngoé Dinh Luyén
(Pai st VN tai Anh) dang ¢ ngoai VN, bdi vi ho s& don gidn bi
tir chdi nhap canh vé lai VN. Nguyén Dinh Thuan (B Trudng
Phu Téng Théng) va Tran Kim Tuyén (Chi huy Mét Vu) s& bi
bét giit dé khoi chdng lai dao chanh, nhung c6 thé duoc tha ra
sau khi ddo chanh hoan tit boi vi khong chéc ho s& nguy hiém
thuc cho chinh phu méi hay khong.

Boi vi quan doi 1a quyén lyc thuc sy duy nhat tai VN, nén
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s& can sdp xép trude dé hd tro dao chanh cang nhiéu don vi
chinh yéu cang tét. Can dé dat khi tim qua rong rai su hd tro [tir
nhiéu don vi nhu thé], nhung vi cac ké hoach bt giir gia dinh
ho Ng6 ¢6 thé bj hong tir dau, viéc dé dit nén quan binh véi nhu
cau sir dung quén luc rong 16n va dé dat muyc tiéu 1 khong cho
gia dinh nha Ngé co hoi kéu goi cac don vi quin doi chinh yéu
vé giai ctru.

Hoa Ky nén sin sang dua quan tac chién vao Nam VN dé
ngin can viéc VC chiém cac thanh phd trong khi khung hoang.
Néu can thyuc hién budce nay, Hoa Ky nén cong khai loan béo su
trung 1ap, khong thién léch vé ai trong céc luc luong chdng
Cong & VN. Chung ta khong nén bi ngdn can khoi budc nay chi
vi khdng c6 yéu cau tir phia chinh phi VN.

Thoi diém dao chanh cuc ky quan trong. Cudc ddo chanh
nén thyc hién khi c¢6 khuynh huéng hién 16 «cong khai kinh
chéng chinh phu 6 ong Diém trong cudc chién chong Cong, boi vi
c¢6 thém nhiéu ngudi Viét vé mit tam 1y da san sang dé tng ho
ddo chanh trong hoan canh nay. Cling khong nén kéo dai thoi
gian gitta viéc 1ap ké hoach ddo chanh rong rai véi viéc thuc
hién ddo chanh, vi co nguy bi 1. Tuy nhién, nhu thé khong co
nghia la M c6 thé khong lam viéc bi mat voi mot ) nguoi Viét
trong viéc soan ké hoach dao chanh mot thoi gian trude khi lién
lac rOng rai va vi¢c thyc hién.

Than nhén cua céac vién chirc My nén di tan ra khéi VN
truée khi thuc hién ké hoach dao chanh. Néu khong, ching ta
c6 thé théy ho bi bt 1am con tin béi chinh pht Diém, va ho s&
khong do dy khi dung con tin dé ap luc ching ta.

GHI CHU:

(1) Ngudn: Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, HO so Trung uong,
751K.00/8-1662. Mat. Bugc soan va trinh 1én bdi Mendenhall.

(2) K& bén tiéu d& muc nay c6 ghi thém “(Nghe nhu mot
viéc rat phtrc tap va kho gitr bi mat. ER).” (LND: Chir viét tit
ER la tén 6ng Edward Rice)

(3) Vé vu tha bom thang 2 vao Dinh Téng Théng, nén
xem cac HO so 87-97; vé hd so déo chanh thang 11-1960, nén

162



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

xem & kho dir kién Foreign Relations, 1958-1960, vol. I, pp.
631 ff.

HET BAN DICH

PINH KEM >
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268. Memorandum From the Former Political Counselor of
Embassy in Vietnam (Mendenhall) to the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs (Rice)’

Washington, August 16, 1962.
SUBJECT

Viet-Nam—A ment and R imendati

I have prepared this memorandum in accordance with your re-
quest that I set down my views on the Viet-Nam problem. It is con-
fined to fundamentals, and makes no attempt to deal with other as-
pects of relative importance.

1. Situation

1959-1962. The Viet Cong have increased their armed regulars in
South Viet-Nam from roughly 2,000 in late 1959 to about 20,000
today. The latter figure has remained fairly stationary during 1962, but
in view of GVN claims of heavy Viet Cong casualties each month the
Viet Cong obviously continue to be readily able to replace large losses.
Infiltration from North Viet-Nam is not to be belittled as a source of
this strength, but the majority of VC forces have been locally recruited
and continue to be so.

In late 1959 the GVN had effective control over almost all of
South Viet-Nam (except for old Communist base areas like the Plaine
des Joncs). One could travel, at least by day, almost anywhere in Viet-
Nam without escort, and in Central Viet-Nam security was virtually
absolute. Today the Viet Cong effectively control large areas of the
countryside except when GVN security forces enter in adequate num-
bers, and much of the rest of the countryside oscillates between the
two sides. Real government control is largely confined to the cities and
towns.

Current Trend. While the rapid deterioration of Septem-
ber-October, 1961, especially in anti-Communist morale, was stopped
by increased U.S. military aid and improvements in GVN military
capabilities, the present overall security trend continues gradually
against us. In the Central Viet-Nam lowlands provinces security has
seriously deteriorated during 1962. The Central Viet-Nam highlands
provinces are, on the other hand, in better shape than at the end

! Source: z:rmmt of State, Central Files, 751K.00/8-1662. Secret. Drafted and
initialed by Mendenhall.
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of 1961, but this seems attributable, in part at any rate, to Viet Cong
shift in focus from that area to the lowlands where ethnic Vietnamese
recruits and food are available.

In southern Viet-Nam (the provinces south and immediately to
the north of Saigon) the military situation is superficially a stand-off,
but it is actually somewhat in our disfavor as Communist-initiated
incidents continue at a high level and the populace is thus not getting
effective government protection. Isolated areas (like Father Hoa’s area
at the southern tip of Viet-Nam) have improved, but they represent
the exception rather than the rule.

Prospect. The future trend is likely to continue to be gradual dete-
rioration, with perhaps an occasional dramatic large-scale Communist
incident carried out for psychological purposes. There is no immediate
prospect of Communist conversion of their guerrillas into conventional
forces, but they may feel this will not be necessary for their take-over
of South Viet-Nam. They may instead decide to depend upon war
fatigue in South Viet-Nam and /or the U.S.

If the war drags on with gradual deterioration and no hope of
victory, the danger will arise of a switch in political sentiment among
the South Vietnamese educated class from strong anti-Communism to
neutralism as the only way to stop the war. From the U.S. standpoint I
believe this would be disastrous as neutralization of South Viet-Nam
alone would shortly lead to Communist take-over from North Viet-
Nam.

2. Why Are We Losing?

Fundamental Factor. President Diem and his weaknesses represent
the basic underlying reason for the trend against us in the war. Under
present circumstances his excellent qualities of intelligence and cour-
age are outweighed by two great weaknesses: a) the organizational
inefficiency of his government resulting from his failure to take deci-
sions, refusal to delegate, lack of chain-of-command, refusal to permit
errors and distrust; and b) his inability to rally the masses to his
support because of his defects as a politician. To win against the
Communists, the Government of Viet-Nam should be either efficient
or popular, but the Diem Government is neither.

There is common agreement on the essentiality of support of the
population if our side is to win the war. Since the GVN does not now
have this support, it cannot get adequate intelligence from the people
to rout the enemy, and the enemy continues to be able to maintain its
strength through recruitment from the population.

To break this vicious circle, the government must win the support
of the villagers by providing adequate protection and helping them
improve their lot. This the strategic hamlet program is designed in
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theory to do, but the Diem Government’s organizational inefficiency
and poor political approach give little promise that the program will be
effectively implemented by that government.

Despite frequent U.S. prodding over many months no real priori-
ties for the establishment of strategic hamlets have been set up, and no
systematic allocation of limited civilian and military resources has
been made in support of the program. Instead prominent officials are
pushing forth everywhere at once to complete the number which will
satisfy the pressures from Saigon, even though in almost all essential
respects many—probably the bulk—of these hamlets will be inade-
quate to achieve their purposes and the people will often have been
forced to labor in vain.

The political approach used under Nhu's tutelage in the strategic

hamlets (establishment of mass organizations and reliance on “self-

help”, i.e., forced labor) is more likely to alienate than win the people,
and the election of hamlet officials by secret ballot is likely in Viet-
Nam'’s atmosphere to be a sham. The economic and social component
of the program—vital to gaining active support of the people—has
received virtually no GVN emphasis to date except in a few model
hamlets and the two clear-and-hold areas where we have been operat-
ing closely with the Vietnamese. For all these reasons there is a serious
risk of compromising the strategic hamlet program in the eyes of the

people.

There is no chance of changing Diem and Nhu’s political ways or

methods of organization and governing. Diem is too old and set in his
mandarinal ways. Both he and Nhu are convinced they know Viet-
Nam better than anyone else, and thus infrequently accept advice.
Both likewise so basically distrust almost everyone outside the family
that they are completely disinclined to change their “divide and rule”
method of governing,.

3. Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusion: That we cannot win the war with the Diem-Nhu

methods, and we cannot change those methods no matter how much
pressure we put on them.

Recommendation: Get rid of Diem, Mr. and Mrs. Nhu and the rest

of the Ngo family.
Alternatives:

a. Vice President Tho and General “Big” Minh as a duumvirate,
with Tho succeeding constitutionally to the Presidency and Minh, the
most popular general, in charge of the armed forces. This would be the
preferred alternative. Tho's qualities as a politician and flexibility out-
weigh his weaknesses. Equally important, while a government by him
and Minh might per se not be much more efficient than the Diem
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Government, they would permit U.S. advisors to operate closely on
the civilian as well as the military side, and thus give us the chance
largely refused by Diem and Nhu of infusing efficiency into the GVN'’s
operations.

b. General Le Van Kim and General “Big” Minh. If Vice President
Tho refuses to cooperate in the overthrow of Diem (and no one can
say whether he would until he is sounded), then a combination of Kim
(the most intelligent of all the generals) and Minh would be the second
alternative. At present Kim is Minh’s deputy in the Field Command,
and it would probably be acceptable to Minh for Kim to run the
Government and Minh the armed forces.

¢. Tran Quoc Buu, President of the Vietnamese Confederation of
Christian Workers. Head of the only important organization in Viet-
Nam not under government control, Buu has the qualities of a good
politician, and knows how to influence the people. An early close
colleague of Nhu's in organizing the Can Lao Party, he is no longer
close to the Ngo family, but has not broken completely with it. What
Buu’s relations with the military would be are not known, nor could
one be sure without sounding him of his willingness to head a coup
effort.

Comparative Risks: The risk involved in switching from Diem to an
alternative would be substantial because of possible Communist mili-
tary gains in the attendant confusion (especially if the crisis were
prolonged). But this can be counteracted, at least in part, by temporary
U.S. military intervention during the crisis to prevent Communist
seizure of towns.

There is also the risk of failure of a coup, with its adverse effects
on our future relations with Diem. But Diem has no place else to turn
except to the U.S. for support.

And the overriding risk is the likelihood of the loss of Viet-Nam to
the Communists if we stick with Diem.

4. How the Coup Might Be Carried Out?

(I have never carried out a coup, and am no expert in this field. I
am suggesting a possible means of doing it—the best that has occurred
to me—but there may be better ways.)

It would be desirable to keep the U.S. hand in the coup concealed
to the maximum extent feasible. We would want to avoid any public
connotation that the new government was our puppet. However fear
of exposure should not deter our discreet involvement. We shall al-
ways be accused by some of involvement (just as we were with respect
to the November, 1960, coup attempt and the February, 1962, palace

Next to this heading is written: “(Sounds like a very complicated job & hard to
keep secret beforehand. ER).”
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bombing). * The cardinal rule would be not to admit involvement pub-
licly.

The appropriate U.S. officials would quietly sound out a few
carefully selected Vietnamese (such as Tho and Minh) about a coup
possibility, and would if indicated make known its readiness to sup-
port a coup at the proper time. With this encouragement these few
Vietnamese would contact other Vietnamese about participation. U.S.
contacts would be kept very limited to restrict knowledge of our role,
We would advise behind the scenes on organization, and let the
Vietnamese do all of the implementing.

The aim would be immediate seizure of all of the Ngo brothers
and Mme. Nhu and their immediate removal from Viet-Nam if they
survived the process of seizure. The physical process of seizure would
probably be easier when Diem and the Nhus are out of the palace
traveling around the country. It would preferably be carried out when
brothers Thuc (the Archbishop) and Luyen (Ambassador to the UK.
are out of the country since they would be taken care of simply by
preventing re-entry. Thuan (Secretary of State for the Presidency) and
Tuyen (head of the secret police) would be detained to prevent
counter-plotting, but could probably be released after the coup was
over since it is doubtful they would pose any real danger to a new
regime.

Since the armed forces represent the only real power force in Viet-
Nam, it would be necessary to line up in advance in support of the
coup as many of their key elements as feasible. Discretion would
dictate caution in too wide an approach, but since plans for seizure of
the Ngo family could miscarry at first, discretion should be balanced
against the possible need to use the armed forces extensively and the
desirability of denying the Ngo family the possibility of rallying a
significant segment of the armed forces.

The U.S. should be prepared to introduce combat military forces
into South Viet-Nam to prevent Communist seizure of provincial
towns during the crisis. If necessary to execute this step, the U.S.
should publicly announce its neutrality between the contending anti-
Communist forces in Viet-Nam. We should not be deterred from the
step by the absence of a request from the GVN.

Timing of a coup would be extremely important. Preferably the
coup should be carried out when there is publicly clear trend against
the GVN in the war with the Communists since many more
Vietnamese would be psychologically prepared to support a coup
under these circumstances. It would be preferable also to keep the

* Regarding the February bombing of the palace, see Documents 87-97; for docu-
mentation on the November 1960 coup attempt, see Foreign Relations, 1958-1960, vol.1,
pp. 631 ff.
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interval between widespread planning and execution short because of
the danger of leaks. This does not mean, however, that the U.S. might
not discreetly work with selected Vietnamese on the development of
coup plans well in advance of widespread contacts and execution.

American dependents should have been evacuated from Viet-
Nam in advance of execution of the coup plans. Otherwise we might
well find them hostages in the hands of the Diem Government which
would not hesitate to use them to pressure us.
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NGO PINH NHU MUON THAY THE ONG
NGO DINH DIEM LAM TONG THONG
VIET NAM CONG HOA VAO NAM 1963

Nguyén Kha dich

P4nh gi4 ciia CIA (theo Ban Ghi nhé FRUS-1963.256)

Théng 8 nam 1963, mot s6 bién dong chim va ndi da déy
cudc khung hoang chinh tri tai mién Nam Viét Nam vao mét
khiic quanh méi tram trong va phirc tap hon.

“N6i” 14 chién dich Nuéc Lii ciia ong Ngo Dinh Nhu nham
ti€u diét toan bo cép lanh dao cta phong trao d4u tranh cua Phat
gido d6. Trong dém 20 rang ngay 21/8, ong Nhu ra 1énh cho
Luc luong Pac bi¢t (cua DPai td Lé Quang Tung) va Canh sat
Chién diu mic quin phuc binh ching Nhiy Du (cia Giam
dbc Canh sat D6 thanh Tran Van Tu) 6 at va hung bao tong tan
cong cac chua tai Sai Gon. Két qua 1a chinh quyén bat giam hon
1,400 tang Ni va Phat tor.[Xem FRUS 1961-1963, Vietnam,
Dién van 274, trang 613 va 614], va quan doi bi dai VOA cling
nhu dan ching mién Nam hiéu 1dm nén 1én an hanh dong hung
bao nﬁy. Sau dém d6, cudc diu tranh cua Phat gido tai Sai Gon
hau nhu bi té liét, nhwong diu truwong cho quan ching ma
tién phong la luc lwgng thanh nién sinh vién hoc sinh va giéi
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tri thire thu dé6.

“Chim” 12 mot mat 6ng Nhu tién hanh cac dong thai
théa hiép véi Ha Noi qua trung gian Pai dién Ba Lan
Mieczylaw Maneli trong Uy hoi Quéc té Kiém Soat Pinh Chién
ICC; mat khac, trude cd dém kinh hoang “Nudc Lii”, ong Nhu
da 1én ké hoach thuc hién mot cudc phan diao chanh gia, dat
tén la Bravo 2, dung Luc lugng Pac biét va vai don vi trung
thanh dé chdng lai cudc dao chanh that (cling dang trong qua
trinh hinh thanh va dugc 6ng Nhu ky hi¢u 1a Bravo 1) ctua cac
Tudng lanh dé cudi cing sé vira vo hiéu hoéa cac Twéng lanh
vira dua 6ng Nhu 1én thay thé 6 ong Diém lam Tong thong. D6
1a cach chuyén giao quyén luc bat chdp Hién Phap cua ché do
Pé Nhat Cong Hoa theo “kiéu Ngé Pinh Nhu” ! Nhu viy, trong
nim 1963, ong Diém chi 1a mot Téng théng bu nhin sip mat
chtic, va ngudi thyc sy “cai tri” Dé Nhat Cong Hoa chinh 1a
ong em “cd van” Ngo Dinh Nhu dang “bj van dé tam than” vay.

L€ di nhién la cac Tudng lanh va gidi chinh tri Sai Gon da
phong phanh biét dugc 4m muu “cudp ngdi” nay. Ciing 1& di
nhién 1a cdc co quan tinh bdo nudc ngoai cua Phap, Dai Loan,
Vatican, ... déu c6 it nhiéu thong tin. Nhung nhiéu dir kién va
thong tin xac thuc nhat la cua My. Va ké hoach ndy cua ong
Nhu nghiém trong dén ndi co quan CIA tai Sai Gon phai theo

ddi va lién tuc tham dinh dé bao cao vé
“Washington.

Duéi day 1a phan Viét dich cia Bdn Ghi
nhé dé ngay 16 thang 8 nam 1963 ma Phé
Gidm doc Ké hoach CIA (Richard Helms) giri
cho Phu td Ngoai trudng ddc trach Vién dong
Sw vu (Roger Hilsman) dé luong gia vé tinh
hinh tai Nam Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 dinh kém
hai Ban Phy Dinh (Attachment), phan tich kha
ning ong Nhu c6 thé 1én thay thé 6ng Diém,
va tir 6 mo ta bd may quyén lwe hon loan
cta ba anh em nha Ng6.

Ban Ghi nh¢ nay duoc luu lai trong HO
so Luu trt FRUS cua BO Ngoai giao My
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[Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963, Volume IlI,
Vietnam, 1963, Document 256], tir trang 569 dén 571.

Ban Ghi Nhé 256 (Memorandum) cé hai Phu DPinh
(attachments):

1- “Phu dinh 17 viét v& cac diéu luat va quy tic caa Hién
Phép khi xay ra cac truong hop thay thé chic vu Toéng
théng Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa, do do s€ khong dugce dich
nguyén van vi chi diung dé 1am nén tham chiéu cho
“Phu dinh 2”, v6n 13 phan phan tich va luong gia cta
CIA tai Sai Gon, s€ duogc dich toan bg.

2- Pé doc 5 Cude cha (footnotes) trong vin ban, xin xem
nguyén van Anh ngit trong phong anh Ban Ghi Nhé &
cudi bai dich.

PHAN DICH BAT PAU:

256 Ban Ghi nhé do Pho Giam dbc Ké hoach CIA
(Helms) gtri cho Phu t4 Ngoai truong dac trach Vien dong Su
vu (Hilsman)

Washington, ngay 16 thang 8 nam 1963

DE MUC: Kinh chuyén Nhitng Panh gia vé Tinh hinh
tai Nam Viét Nam.

binh kém la nhimmg danh gia do CIA Sai Gon soan thao vé
tinh hinh bat 6n dinh ctia Chinh phu Viét Nam, va kha nang c6
mét cugc dao chanh do cudc khung hoang Phat giao Van tiép
dién. Nhitng thao luan trong budi hop ngay 14 thang 8 2 dua
trén co s¢ ciia nhitng phic trinh ndy.

Thira 1énh Phé Giam déc (Ké hoach)

W.E.Colby.

Phu dinh 1 ° [Ban vé cac diéu 32, 33, 34 va 41, 42 cia
Hién Phiap VNCH - khong dich]

Phy dinh 2 *

PE MUC: Kha ning Ngé Pinh Nhu ké vi Tong thong
Ngd6 Dinh Diém
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1- Nhimng tinh hudng khi Téng théng Ngdé DPinh Diém roi
khoi chinh truong s€ la nhimng tién dé cuc ky quan trong cho
chuyén Ng6 Dinh Nhu ké vi lam Tong théng Nam Viét Nam.
Nhitng kha ning d6 goém:

a- Tuchuc

b-  Chét ty nhién hay chét vi tai nan

c- Biam sat

d- Bjdao chanh. C6 thé bi giét nhung khong hén s& xay
ra nhu thé.

2- Nhu, di nhién, 1a mét thanh vién cta Qudc Hoi, don vi
nha 1a tinh Khanh Hoa. Véi sy loai trir Diém, Nhu c6 the khong
vi pham Hién Phép bang cach din dleu 34 dé tir 46 nim quyén
Tong thong khong qua hai thang, néu tir dau ong ta thuyét phuc
dugc Pho Tong théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Chu tich Qudc Hoi
Truong Vinh L& tir nhiém chie vu hién tai va xép dat dé ong ta
1én thay thé Chi tich Truong Vinh L&. Sau d6, Nhu s& c¢6 thém
hai thang dé chuan bi va chién thing mot cudc bau cir toan qudc
dé dua 6ng ta 1én chirc vu Tong thong mot cach hop phap.

Trong kich ban nay, Pho Tong théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho 1a
mot yéu td khong luong duoc. Du chua bao gid duoc xem nhu
1a mot ngudi dic biét ¢ thé gia, ong ta co 1& khong phai 1a mot
ngudi tim thudng (cipher) nhu Chu tich Trwong Vinh L& va
ong ta chua bao gio co dip dé chung to khi phach (mettle) cua
minh. Trong mdt cudgc khing hoang cua Chinh phu VN, Tho ¢6
thé 1dy sang kién tao ra du lyc ho tro dé ngan chdn tham vong
cia Nhu, ngay ca néu ong ta (Tho) cudi cing khoéng du stc dé
duy tri chirc Tong thong [theo hién dinh] da 1au dé hét nhiém ky
theo quy dinh ctia Hién Phap.

D rét kho thém dinh xem Nhu c6 thanh cong trong van
co thi (gambit) nay hay khong, trén 1y thuyét, Nhu co thé thanh
cong va tién hanh nude cd cta minh theo dung luat phap, it nhat
la theo tinh than cta luat phap, voi diéu kién Diém tir chirc chir
khong phai bi ddo chanh. RO rang 1a Nhu, nguoi thir nhi sau
Diém, hién nay la quyén luc chinh tri manh nhét tai Viét Nam.

3- Hau qua cua kha ning thir tu, nghia 1a Diém bi 1at d6
bang bao luc, thi co hoi dé Nhu 1én ké vi sé& rat thap du ong ta
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dung phuong cach cach hop hién hay vi hién. Mic dau c6 thé
thira nhin rang Nhu c6 kha ning & chirc vu lanh dao, trén
phuong dién kinh nghiém, ky nang t6 chuc, va 1a dong luc dang
sau chuong trinh Ap Chién luoc, v.v... 6ng ta lai co qua nh1eu
nguoi chong dbi trong gidi tri thic va gioi ¢o hoc trong quéan
chung, ké ca gi01 quan nhan. Diéu khong thé tranh cii 1 cuc ng
(liability) 16n nhit cta ong Nhu chinh 13 ba Nhu, ma cac thanh
phan quan chang néi trén ciing da biéu 16 mot thai do thu
nghich c4 nhan gay gat vi ho cho rang ba ta doi bai (vicious),
nhiéu su (meddlesome), loan 6c (neurotic), hay c6 khi té hon
nira.

Du su chéng dbi vo chong Nhu can ctr trén thudn tiy logic
hay trén cam tinh bong bot thi diéu ndy ciing khong quan trong
Vi céi chinh 1a sy chdng @i d6 hién hitu, c6 that. S& rat kho, néu
khong mudn néi 1a bat kha, @& Nhu nim duoc quyén binh, du
br:ing cach nao, néu anh ong ta bi ddo chanh lat do. Vo ché)ng
ong Nhu thoat chét 1a may man 1am roi, vi that ra di co it nhat
1a mot 4m muu mudn am sat hai vg chong ong ta v6i dng Diém
duoc gitr lai dé chu tri mot chinh phu Viét Nam duoc tai dinh
hudng.

4- Trong mdt budi nodi chuyén v6i mot quan sat vién My
vao ngay 25 thang 6 vira qua (TDCSDB-3/655,297 va CSDB-
3/655,373), ° Nhu dén din ty du minh vao mét tinh trang tdm
than v&i xuc dong cao do (highly emotional state of mind). Mot
trong nhitng tinh trang d6 12 Nhu da biéu 10 sw chéng doi
manh li€t ong Diém va chinh phu cia dng ta, (he expressed
strong opposition to Diem and his government) dén ndi ta s&
thiéu khon ngoan néu loai trir hoan toan kha ning Nhu s& du
strc thir tién hanh mot cude ddo chanh chdng lai Diém (Nhu
would be capable of attempting a coup d’etat against Diem).

Day khong phai 14 1an dau tién Nhu biéu 16 mot cach hung
bao nhu thé. Trong mot budi néi chuyén hai thang truée d6 ma
Dang Dtrc Khoéi lam thong dich cho Nhu noi chuyén véi hai
bién tap vién cua bao Time/Life, Nhu tring tron néi rang ché do
hién tai (ma khong bat budc véi Diém trong ché d6 do) phai bi
tiéu huay (the present regime must be destroyed). Nhu lap di lap
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lai 101 n6i d6 nhiéu 1an va dé nhin manh, 6ng ta con thét ra cau
no6i bang tiéng La-tinh “Carthago delenda est” [LND: Loi hiéu
triéu “Nuoc Carthage phai bi tiéu di¢r” cua Cong hoa La Ma
trong tran chién tranh Punic vao thé ky tht nhi]. P4 nhiéu lan
trong qua khir, Nhu xac dinh rd nhirng nhan xét cua minh bang
cach noi rang ong ta xem ché d¢ Diém chi nhu mot giai doan
chuyén tiép va chi nhu mot dtra bé ctia nhu cau lich sir (Diem
regime as a transitional stage and the child of historical
necessity), nhung cho ca hai bién tap vién ctuia Time/Life ciing
nhu cho quan sat vién My hom 25 thang 6, Nhu dé khong trinh
bay quan diém trung gian [chuyén tiép] do 1a gi.

Mot cach téng quat, co may Nhu ké vi Tong thong s&
giam thiéu khi cudng d6 bao luc thay thé Diém gia ting, nhung
Nhu van con mot kha ning 1én 1am Tong théng ngay ca trong
mot tinh hudng bao loan, ké ca khi c6 thé Diém bi am sat, d6 1a
tinh huéng chinh Nhu t6 chtrc va kiém soat cudc bao loan néy.

5-  Piém then chdt ctia moi ké hoach nhdm ngin can Nhu
1én 1am Toéng thong chinh 1a Phé Téng thdng Nguyén Ngoc
Tho, va ké hoach hay nhat 13 tao ra mot uy ban hanh dong dugc
ca nudc ung hg, nam ngoai chinh quyen hién hitu, ma nhiém vu
1a trong truong hop Diém ra di thi yém trg Nguyén Ngoc Tho
1én lam Tong théng va duy tri quyén lyc d6 cho 6ng ta theo
dung quy dinh cua Hién Phép.

6- Chung toi bi quan vé kha nang cai tién hinh anh d6i
nodi ciing nhu ddi ngoai cho Nhu bang bat ky phuong tién nao
ma chiing toi ¢6 thé hinh dung ra. Ong ta da 1a d6i twong cta vo
s6 101 binh phém bat loi tai Viét Nam cling nhu ¢ nudc ngoai,
va chuyén ba Nhu nhu mét cuc ng thi cling rat quan trong nhu
dd nhic dén trén day. Con ddi véi Quan luc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa (ARVN), thi chi ¢6 Thiéu tuong Huynh Van Cao, Tu 1énh
Quan Doan 4, la vi tuéng duy nhat ndi tiéng tng hd Nhu rd rang
— nhung ngay ca diéu nay cing phai dinh gia lai vi d6 1a mot
diém can tranh luan, khong biét liéu binh si ctia hai Su doan ma
Cao chi huy c¢6 trung thanh véi Cao khong.

Do d6, that kho dé nang tam voc cua Nhu 1én duoc trudce
miét Quén lyc VNCH ciing nhu trude mit ciia quan ching Viét
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Nam va cua thé gioi. Nhu cac cip chi huy ctia Quan do1i VNCH
déu 13, 6ng Diém luén luén ty minh kiém soét viéc bo nhiém
cac chi huy cao cép trong quan doi, va vi vy ma trong muc
nay, ho khong c6 1y do théi thuc gi dé trung thanh sdu dam véi
Nhu ca.

7- Quan hé giita Nhu va Ngé Pinh Can gébm mot s diéu
phirc tap. Tir nhiéu nam, hai anh em da khac nhau trén nhiéu
van d¢, va da khai sinh ra nhiéu to chirc chinh tri ndi by dé
thudng tranh chép nhau trén nhimg chuyén nhu bd nhiém ngudi
vao cac vi tri trung cAp va cép thip, hoac nhing dac quyén kinh
te béo bd. Ba Nhu lai ciing 13 mot yéu td vi ba ta va ong Can
von ghét nhau. Thém nira, Cén thuong biéu 16 su ché bai vé 6c
phan doan va tinh thyc tién ciia kha ning lanh dao cua Nhu.
Tuy nhién, trong mot cudc khung hoang ma Nhu nhim lam
To6ng thong, thi sau khi va chi sau khi Diém bién mat, thi chi luc
d6, ¢6 18 Nhu c6 thé trong cdy vao su yém tro ctia Cén, va Nhu
s& hiam ho nd lyc nho cay Can.

Phan 16n quyén lyc cua C'fin & mién Trung 1a dén tir Sai
Gon, va dé duy tri quyén lyc nay trong mot khoang thoi gian lau
dai, Can da cAn mot sy yém tro lién tyc. Can s& ly luén rang voi
Nhu lam Tong théng & Sai Gon, Can s& c6 nhiéu co may nhan
duoc yem trg hon 14 voi mot tdp doan lanh dao khac. Anh
huong ctia Can trong mot cude khung hoang that ra doc 1ap véi
Sai Gon vi chinh quyén dan su va quén sy tai cac tinh [mién
Trung], von duge Can ban cho va luu giit, nén ho duong nhién
dung vé phia Can rdi (identification with him). Can nam giir thii
ha khong phai vi ho trung thanh voi Céan ma vi ho y thire duge
rang khong c6 Can, ho sé rat c¢6 thé bi mat chue (without him,
they could very likely lose their own positions).

Trong khi suy doan vé quan hé ctia Can d6i v6i Nhu, va
mg xtr ciia Can néu Nhu tién chiém quyén lyc, kinh nghiém
qua khtr cho thay trong mot cudc khung hoang, khong thé ludn
ludn trong cdy Can s& dong mot vai tro thuan 1y (cannot always
be counted upon to play a rational role), ngay ca khi c6 dinh liu
dén quyén loi thiét than ciia Can. Tuy 1a mét chinh trj gia khon
ngoan, Can di nhiéu 1in t6 ra co6 xu huéng hoang hot trong
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truong hop khan cép, hay chi don gian tranh dbi dién véi tinh
hudng ma Can cho 14 s& gip nhiing van dé kho khan.

8- Tém lai, co may dé Nhu 1én 1am Téng théng duoc wéc
dinh nhu sau:

a- Trong tinh hudng khong phai mot cudc dao chanh
chéng lai Diém, co may dé Nhu 1én 1am Téng théng
tir dau 1a kha thudn loi (fair)

b- Trong mét cudc dao chanh chéng lai Di€ém, chuyén
Nhu 1én lam Tong théng hau nhu khong thé duoc
(impossible). Khong nhimng thé, Nhu va vo rat co
thé tré thanh nan nhan cua cudc dao chanh.

c- Néu chinh Nhu ty minh chiém 1dy chic Tdng
thng, co may ciing ¢6 vi thé va duy tri quyén luc
trong mot thot gian dai 1a kém (poor).

Nguyén Kha
(Nguoi dich)

Phong anh chup lai tr FRUS
[Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963,
Volume Il1, Vietnam, 1963, Document 256],
tir trang 569 dén 574

9
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NGO PINHNHU
THUONG THUYET VOI HA NOI

Dich theo sach
Death of a Generation:
How the Assassinations of
Diem and JFK Prolonged the Vietham War

_Tac gia: GS Howard Jones
Nha xuat ban Oxford University Press, 2003
Dich Viét: Cuw si Nguyén Gidc

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Bai nay sé
tap trung dich vé nhiing cudc moc
ndi, thuong thuyét mat gitra Ha
Noi va ong Ngb Dinh Nhu, qua su
trung gian gitra Dai st Ba Lan,
Kham st Vatican, Pai st Phap va
Chu tich Uy hoi ICC. Phan duogc
dich s€ 1a cac trang 310-314, 344-
345, 362-364, va 406.

Tac pham nay duoc viét rat
muyc cong phu trong 15 ndm, bdi
Howard Jones, Gido su Pai hoc
University of Alabama, khac tat
cd nhitng sach trudc do, vi su
dung rat nhidu ngudn, trong d6 c6 nhimg cudc diéu tran chua
duoc in trén sach, bao nao.

Ban thao dugc Jones dua cho 3 vi gido su ban — David
Beito, Ron Robel, Tony Freyer, Forrest McDonald -- cung trong
dai hoc nay, doc, kiém soat va gop .

Jones ciing dua cho nhiéu gido su va hoc gia khac --
James K. Galbraith, & University of Texas; Paul Hendrickson, &

HOW THE ASSASSINATIONS OF

DiIEM AND JFK

PROLONGED THE VIETNAM WAR
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bao Washington Post va 1a tac gia mot tac pham vé B Trudng
Quéc Phong Robert McNamara; Ken Hughes, ¢ University of
Virginia; Don Rakestraw, & Georgia Southern University; Pete
Maslowski, University of Nebraska -- doc ban thao va gop y.

Dic biét, Jones dd phong van nhiéu ngudi lién hé toi thoi
ky 1963 tai Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 Daniel Ellsberg, John
Kenneth Galbraith, Roger Hilsman, Jack Langguth, Robert
McNamara, Walt Rostow, va Dean Rusk.

Jones cling dugc gitp tai li¢u tr hang chuc hoc gia khac
tai cac Thu Vién Tong Thong John F. Kennedy Library, Gerald
R. Ford Library, Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Trung Tam Vian
Khé Qubc Gia. Trong d6 c6 nhiing cudc diéu tran chua timg
pho bién.

Co thé ké, mot dién hinh cho su nghién ctru cong phu cua
tac pham nay nhu chu thich sé 47 cua trang 314, trong d6 dan
t6i 7 ngudn khac nhau. Nhitng chu thich khac da dan 4 ngudn,
hay 5 nguon 1a binh thuong. Tét ca cac cha thich noi day déu sé
khong dich ra Viét ngir, & nguoi nghién ctru c6 thé dua vao
chu thich s& d& dang tim ra tai liéu gbc Anh ngir.

Co thé ghi nhan mot s6 din bién noi day:

e Ngay 25-8-1963, Tuong Nguyén Khanh n6i v6i mot vién
chirc My ring ong Ngo6 binh Nhu dang lién lac voi Ha Noi, va
bay t6 quan ngai, ndi rang cac tudéng sé chong toi cung cac giai
phap thuong lwong Nam-Bic va trung 1ap hoa Mién Nam, vi
cac tuong sg s€ bi tra thu.

e Chinh phu Kennedy xem viéc Nhu tim hi¢p udc vai Ha Noi la
phan boi long tin cia My.

e Dai sir Nolting néi 1a c6 biét cac dai dién Viét Cong t6i thiang
Dinh Toéng Théng, vao hop va di ra binh an.

e C6 nhiéu tin trong miia hé 1963 rang Nhu lién lac véi Ha Noi
qua trung gian Khdm s Vatican, Dai dien Ba Lan ¢ ICC
(Maneli), Pai st Phap, Dai st An, Dai s Y.

e Phap mudn trung 1ap hoa Nam VN.

e Dau nam 1963, Nhu da gip mot dai dién Viét Cong & Hué.

e Dai di¢n Ba Lan ¢ ICC la Maneli, thang 8-1963 bao cdo vé
chinh phit Ba Lan rang trong khi anh em Diém-Nhu dan ap
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Phat Gido dir doi, Ha Noi va Viét Cong qua nhiing cudc thuong
thuyét da hy vong s& hd trg Diém-Nhu dé yéu cau ngudi My rat
khoi VN.
e Nhu noi trong mot budi hop 15 tuéng lanh rang Nhu dang
thuong thuyet v6i Ha Noi, va khong so chuyén My cit vién tro,
vi cudc chién s& ngung.
e Nhu viét bai trén bao Times of Vietnam 4n ban dau thang 9-
1963 ndi rang My dang 4m muu dao chanh anh em Diém-Nhu.
e Nhu hut nha phién, va mang bénh 4o tudong vé “su vi dai cta
Nhu.” Ngon ngit Nhu ndi trong mot budi gip Maneli c6 diu
hiéu Nhu bénh tAm than.
e Trong thang 9-1963, Nhu ciing khoe véi Alsop, mdt nha binh
luan Hoa Ky, rang Nhu dang néi chuyén voi Ha Noi.
e Tinh bao My nhén ra trong thang 10-1963, tai Sai Gon co 10
am muu ddo chanh, muén 1at ¢6 anh em nha Ngo, nhung chi
nhom céc tudng lanh 1a c6 ké hoach kha thi.
e Dai st Lodge n6i rang My khong cé cach nao ngin cudc diao
chanh dugc, vi céc tudéng lanh tu théy s& bi tra thi, mat hét
duong séng khi Nhu bat tay Ha Noi.
e Tuéng Ton That Dinh noéi rang Nhu da hop véi Tuéng VC
Vin Tién Diing qua Uy hoi ICC.
e Xem chu thich 38: Gidi ngoai giao tai Sai Gon chuyén cho
nhau mot tim hinh va nghi 1a ¢6 dan diu tinh cam bat chinh
gitra Maneli va Ba Nhu, nhung Maneli bac bo.

Keém ban Viét ngtr 1a cac ban Anh ngir chup lai tir ban
chinh dé ngudi quan tdm c6 thé d6i chiéu, doc ban géc Anh
van. Toan van dich bdi Cu s Nguyén Giac.)

BAT PAU BAN DICH

Trang 310:

Gan nhu tat ca cac ngudn tin déu nhan dinh 6ng Nhu la
nan dé chinh, va Pai su Lodge van dé dit, canh giac Bach Oc
Va0 ngay 24-8-1963 riang chuwa toi luc dé dung vé phia cac
tuéng lanh VNCH. Lodge khong dong ¥ véi CIA, co quan tinh
bao nay goi 6ng Nhu 1a “nhan vat nim quyén, c6 1& v6i ung
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thuan cta Tong Théng Diém.”

Dua vao nhiing cudc noéi chuyén riéng r€ voi Bo Trudng
Nguyén Dinh Thuan, Chanh Vin Phong Phu Téng Théng Vo
Van Hai, Tuong Tran Vin Pon va Tuong L€ Van Kim, Pai st
Lodge khang dinh rang ong Nhu (“néu 6ng nay khong hoan
toan vé& ra ké hoach moi thu””) c6 1€ da c6 ung hd tir 6ng Di¢m
trong viéc soan ké hoach tong tin cong cac chua (dém 20-8 rang
ngay 21-8-1963). Nhiéu phan c6 1& rang quan d6i VNCH khong
tham dy tin cong chua, va phia gy toi 1a canh sat va Luc
Luong Dac Biét cia Dai Ta L€ Quang Tung.

Pai stt Lodge nhdn manh rang diéu quan trong nhét 13, ca
3 s quan chi huy quan su quyen lyc nhét tai Sai Gon -- Tuéng
Tran Van Doén, Tuéng Ton That Dinh, va Pai Ta Lé Quang
Tung -- van giir long trung thanh véi hodc 6ng Diém hoic ong
Nhu. Bat ky nd luc ndo tir phia My muén van dung cac tuéng sé
1a “phat dan trong bong dém.” (35)

Vao thoi diém quan trong nay, Tuéng Nguyén Khanh
thong bao cho John Richardson (Truong Phong CIA tai Sai
Gon) vao ngay Chu Nhat 25-8-1963 vé mot dién bién bt tuong:
Nhu dang xem xét mdt hiép udc voi Ha Noi dé s& két thuc chién
tranh. Bén canh viéc lam mat mit cac tudng lanh trong tran
tong tin cong cac chiia, c6 phai Nhu ciing mudn tim mot thuong
luong giita Bic VN va Nam VN dé budc ngudi My ra khoi VN?

Chinh phu Kennedy chi trich hanh vi phan bdi long tin
nay, mac du mgt ndm trudc d6 My da lang 1€ dua Thir Truong
Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky vé Chinh Tri Vu William Averell Harriman
tham do vé mot kha nang tuong tu véi cac dai dién nha nudc Ha
Noi tai Geneva. Nhiéu nam sau, Thir Truong Ngoai Giao Hoa
Ky Vién Pong Vu Roger Hilsman néi rang Bach Oc di xem cac
cudc ndi chuyén nhu thé nhu 1a nd luc cia ché d6 Diém mudn
lam 4p luc Hoa Ky.

Nhung cac 16i khing dinh cia Tuéng Khanh thu hut su
chu y tirc khic tai Bo Ngoai Giao My, noi xem Tudng Khanh 13
“mot trong cac tudng lanh xudt sic, vira can dam, vira phic
tap.”

Diéu quan trong nhét 13, cic tudng linh VNCH tin vao
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chuyén d6. Tudéng Khanh noéi véi mot vién chic CIA tai Sai
Gon réng ho lo s¢ cho sinh mang cua ho, va “s€ tat yéu ndi day”
néu Nhu tim mot hiép wéc voi hodc Ha Noi, hodc vdi Cong San
Trung Quéc dé trung 1ap hoa Nam VN. Cac tuéng lanh nghi
réng, sau do, Nhu s€ chia miii dui sang ho. Ho “s€ khang cy di
doi néu cac chinh khach hién nim quyén lyc lai di sai 161.” Boi
vi gior khac biét (& My va VN), birc dién vin ké vé budi hop cua
Tuong Khanh véi Richardson (Trudng Phong CIA tai Sai Gon)
to1 Washington vao Thir Bay 24-8-1963, luc 9:30 gi¢ sang. (36)

Chuyén Tuéng Khanh no6i khong gay ngac nhién nhiéu &
Washington. Cyu Pai st My tai VN Frederick Nolting trude do
da tuong trinh vé nhiéu cudc lién lac ngo sau do Nhu thuc hién
v6i ngudi CS ma 6ng Diém “déu biét ca.”

Tuy nhién, Phé DPai S&¢ My William Trueheart bac bd
thong tin rang Nhu dang bi mat thuong thuyét v4i Bac Viét va
bac bo ban tin [Nhu] mudén Hoa Ky rat khoi VN. “Téi thuc sy
nghi d6 phan nhiéu 1a tin nham.”

Nhung r0i, nhidu nim sau, Nolting hdi tuong lai rang
“Cac lanh tu Viét Cong t6i thang van phong cua Nhu trong
Dinh Tong Théng... véi thoa thuan rang ho s& khong bi bat
trong khi ho ¢ d6.”

Nolting n6i, “T6i da biét chuyén d6. Va toi biét chic rang
ho dé noi, ‘Dung dé nguoi My vao sau ¢ day.” Va [biét] Nhu da

6i, ‘Dimg dé nguoi Tau dinh vao may chuyén nay.””

Trang 311:

Nolting ghi nhan rang chinh phi M¥ chi trich hanh dong
cia anh em Diém-Nhu nhu la phan bdi. “T6i da roi vao canh
kho khin khi tim cach néi, ‘Chd mot chut. Co thé chuyén nay
khong phai la phan boi. Hay cho ho [Diém-Nhu] mét co hoi. Ho
khong qua ngu ngdc thé, va ho khong dang phan bdi chung ta.”
Nhu dang tim cach thuyét phuc Viét Cong hdy ‘ban dimg, vé
mat hiu qua, cho chinh phu [VNCH].”

Bach Oc di quyét dinh khong can thiép, dé moi chuyén
dién tién khi ndo ma ché do Diém chua ban ding Mién Nam
cho CS. Nolting thi khong biét chic 1a ai da tra 10i cac dién vin
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cua 6ng, nhung chir ky cia B§ Truéong Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
Dean Rusk ghi tén tt ca cac dién van phic dap do. (37)

Loi ké cta Nolting phi hop v6i nhiéu tin nghe duoc trong
mua hé 1963, rang Pai dién Ba Lan cua Uy Hoi Kiém Soat
Qudc Té ICC, Mieczylaw Maneli, dong vai trung gian hoa binh
gitra Nhu va Ha Néi.

Maneli, ngudi timg song sot qua trai tap trung Auschwitz
trong Thé Chién 2, 1am gido su luat & dai hoc University of
Warsaw va la dang vién Cong San, sau d6 xac nhan rang 6ng da
hai 1an hop v&i 6ng Nhu. Lan dau 1a ngay 25-8-1963, trong mot
budi tiép tan & Sai Gon c6 tham du cua nhiéu dai dién ngoai
giao, va lan thir nhi 1a gap bi mat tai Dinh Gia Long vao ngay 2-
9-1963.

Dai st Phép tai Sai Gon, Roger Lalouette, da thu Xép budi
hop dau tién v6i sy hd tro tir Pai st An D6 va 1a Chu tich ICC
Ramchundur Goburdhun, Pai st Y Giovanni Orlandi, va Kham
st Vatican 1a Ptic Ong Salvatore d’Asta.

Theo 161 Maneli, Lalouette da tim cach phat trién mot
cudc trao d6i van héa va kinh té giita nhitng nguoi Viét thu
nghich nhau dé s& dat nén tang cho su théng nhat VN va do vay
s& “dua ché do Diém vé lai than Phap va tach khoi phia nguoi
MY vo0 tinh.”

Két thiic cudc chién VN s& cho VN trung lap hoa theo
duong hudng ciia Tong Thong Phap Charles de Gaulle, ngudi
c¢6 y dinh két hop Viét Nam véi hai nuéc trung 1ap Lao va Cam
Bot dé bién ving nay mot lan nira trd thanh “vién ngoc trong
hao quang vi dai cua nudc Phéap.”

Thoi diém cta budi hop dau tién giita Nhu va Maneli
trung hop voi 101 bdo dong néu Ién tr Tudng Khanh va cho tinh
xac thuc vé ndi lo sg clia Tudng nay. (38)

Khi Maneli 1an dau dua ra ké hoach hoa binh nay cho Ha
No§i xem vao mua xuan 1963, Thu Tudng Bic VN Pham Vin
Pdng 1ap lai 101 khang dinh trudc d6 cua 6ng HO Chi Minh rang
Bic VN di san sang thwong thuyét vao bat ky lac ndo. Ngoai
Truéng Xuan Thuay da c6 mot danh sach cac hang hoa trong do
c6 cd than va cac vat li¢u k¥ ngh¢ khac, ma chinh phu Bic VN
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s& trao d6i v6i Nam VN dbi 4y gao va nhidu luong thyc khac.

Ca 2 lanh tu Bic VN nay déu cong khai chi trich ché do
Diém nhung néi van san sang thuong thuyét. Ho Hd trudc do
cling da ndi voi Goburdhun rang Diém la “mot nguoi yéu nude
kiéu cua ong ay” va rang giao thuong la co6 thé. Ong Ho noi,
“Khi 6ng gip ong Diém, hdy bét tay 6ng Diém gium t6i voi.”
(39)

Vao thang 7- 1963, Maneli tham Ha Noi lan nita, sau do
noi rang quan tdm mudn thuong thuyét cia 6ng H6 da tac dong
quyét dinh ctia NLF (Mit tran Dan toc Giai phong mién Nam
Viét Nam) dé khong leo thang hanh dong trong khi chinh phii
6ng Diém cing thang v6i Phat Gido.

Trang 312:

Thuc sy, Bac VN da cho thidy rang ong Diém c6 thé trd
thanh mdt nguyén tha co thé chép nhan dugc cua chinh phu Sai
Gon. Lalouette da nghi rang Diém s& song sét néu Diém ch'?ip
nhan thuong thuyét chinh tri. “Ong ta [Diém] 1€ ra phai thay d01
hé théng (LND: ngung dan ap PG) néu ong ta van giit quyén
luc, nhung 6ng ta da c6 chinh phu va nha nudc, va ong ta cé
nhén su tot.”

Mua h¢ d6, HO cong khai kéu goi ngung ban rang, lan
nay, nhu dudng [kéu goi] chan thyuc vi quan tim cua Bic VN vé
viéc My mé rong tham du quan sy. Maneli ciing thiy hy vong
cho viéc Diém van nim quyén dugc — it nhat 13 mot thoi gian
nira. “Néu chinh phit Ha Noi khong nd lyc tan cong nham lat d6
Diém va Nhu tir Sai Gon, diéu nay chic chin vi Ha Noi mudn
Diém-Nhu nim quyén thém mot thoi gian nita -- du 1au dé dat
mot théa udc véi ho sau lung ngudi My.”

Nhan dugc thong tin tr Ha Noi, Nhu c6 1€ da ndi chuyén
v6i ong HO “xuyén qua cac dic st truc tiép tir Ha Noi, v6i giup
do tu nguoi Phép.” Maneli da chinh xac. Vai ndm sau do, theo
bao Hoa Binh c6 toa soan & Sai Gon, 6ng Nhu da gdp céac dai
dién Viét Cong tai Hué, thanh phd qué nha cua 6ng, vao dau
nam 1963.

Nhu Iuc d6 no6i chuyén voi nguodi anh/em ctia mot dai st
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Bic Viét, va thwong thuyét da khoi sy vao thang 7-1963, nhu
Maneli ngi ngo. Va, ding nhu sy suy nghi cua Lalouette,
nhitng cudc thuong thuyét bi mat nay giup giai thich tai sao
Viét Cong khong loi dung thoi co trong khi 6ng Diém cang
thang v&i My dé tung ra mot tran tan cong 16n vao cudi thang 8-
1963. (40)

Khi Maneli héi Pham Vin Dong (Thu Tudng Bic Viét) va
Xuan Thuy (B Truong Ngoai Giao Bic Viét) rang diéu gi ong
nén no6i néu 6ng Nhu moi thuong thuyét, ho da tra 10i: “Bit ctr
nhitng gi ngai biét vé lap truong chung t6i vé hop tac va trao
d6i kinh té va vin hoa, vé hoa binh va thong nhat dat nude. Mot
diéu chic chin rang: ngudi My phai ra di. Trén can ban chinh
tri ndy, ching ta c6 thé thuong thuyét vé moi thir.”

Maneli d4 hoi Pham Vian Dong (v6i 6ng Ho Chi Minh lac
d6 dung trong phong, “ling 1&, nhu duong bi cudng ép”) rang
Ha Noi s€ c6 hay khong ctru xét “mot hinh thic lién bang véi
Diém-Nhu hay mot thir gi trong ban chat vé mot chinh phii lién
hiép.”

Thu Tuéng Pham Vin Pong tuyén bd: “Moi thtr déu ¢
thé thuong thuyét dugc dua vao nén tang doc lap va chu quyén
cho VN. Hi¢p udc Geneva cung cap nén tang phap ly va chinh
tri cho diéu nay: khong 1ap doanh trai hay dé linh nuéc ngoai
trén lanh thé VN. Chung t6i c6 thé dat t&i mot hi€p udc voi bat
ky ngudi VN nao.”

Maneli canh béo ring cic cudng qudc Tdy phuong s&
chéng mot chinh phu lién hiép va [s&] doi an toan cho anh em
Diém-Nhu. Pham Vin Pdng lap lai: “Moi thir déu c6 thé 1a dé
tai thwong thuyét. Chung t6i ¢ wéc mudn chan thyc cham dut
tranh chap, dé thiét 1ap hoa binh va théng nhat trén cin ban thuc
té hoan toan. Chang t6i 1a nhitng ngudi thyc té.” (41)

Maneli két thic trong ban phuc trinh giri cap chi huy cua
ong tai Warsaw ngay 10-7-1963 rang ca 2 chinh phi VN muén
dat thoa uée theo kiéu riéng cua ho. Ho mudn 1am nhu thé ma
“khong c6 tham dy cua cac Siéu Cuong Qudc, khong cb
Moscow, khong c6 Washington, va chic chan 1a khong c6 Béc
Kinh; ¢4 2 chinh phti uéc mudn c6 nhitng cudc nédi chuyén t6i
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mat va phai gitt mdt mat ngoai chinh thirc nao d6.” Ha No6i da
don nhan sang kién nay, ma lan dau tién khong xin sy cho phép
cua Bac Kinh.

Trang 313:

Néu Diém va Nhu mudn séng con, Maneli lién tuc bédo cao
vé chinh phii ctia 6ng [Ba Lan] trong dau thang 8-1963 rang, ho
hodc phai roi khoi Viét Nam hodc dan ap Phat Tu. Ha Noi va
Viét Cong da chon 1ap truong “chd cho mot cude ndi chién’
mai va trong co hdi dau tién nay, CS sé hd trg Diém dé chéng
lai nguoi My.”

Ca Pham Vin Ddng va HO Chi Minh da néu lap truong rd
rang: “Muc tiéu va viéc 1am tdi quan trong cua ching t6i 13 dep
b6 ngudi M. Va roi chiing ta s& thiy.” Maneli khong ngd vuc
rang “mot hiéu biét tbi mat” da c6 gitta “Diém-Nhu va Ha Noi”
-- rang “khi nao Diém-Nhu con tham dy chdng lai phia nguoi
My va déng minh [cia My], Ha Noi sé¢ dé cho Diém-Nhu
sdng.” (42)

Maneli nhan dinh, viéc b6 nhiém Lodge lam tan Dai st
My da khoi dong ra cac sy kién dan t4i viée ong lan d?}u gap
ong Nhu hom 25-8-1963. Thuyc sy, hanh dong ctia Bach Oc “da
khoi sy két thiic ché do ong Diém” va budc ho tin cong nhiing
nguoi Phat Tu “than My” trude khi Lodge t61 VN. Anh em
Diém-Nhu d3 tung ra tran tong tin cong nha chua, theo Maneli
1y luén, l1a dé “tu ctru ho khoi bi dao chanh do M7 thuc day,”
nhung hanh vi tin cong chiia hoa ra lai lam mat uy tin ché do
trude ngudi dan Viét va thé gioi.

Bay gid, trong tim thirc tuyét vong, Nhu sip xép dé tan
Ngoai Truong Truong Cong Cuu moi Maneli vao du bira tiéc
chi méi 4 ngay sau tran tong tin cong cac chua, trong d6 c6 Pai
su Lodge trong danh sach khach moi cua cac vién chirc ngoai
giao. D6 1a mot quyet dinh chuyén hudng. Sy hién dién cua
Maneli ghi dau lan dau mot nha ngoai giao Cong San tham du
mot budi hop mat cap cao nhu thé & Sai Gon. Noi do, trong mét
ctr chi dan dung san, Lalouette (Pai st Phap), Orlandi (Pai st
Y), d’Asta (Kham st Vatican), va Goburdhun (Chu tich ICC)
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da mang Maneili va Nhu hoi ngg. (43)

Nhu néi véi Maneli trong khi nhém nha ngoai giao nay
quan sat hai ngudi, “T6i dd nghe nhiéu vé ngai tir cac ban chung
cta chung ta. Trong déan toc Vi€t co sy nhay cam vé chu quyén
va su bat tin khong chi d6i v6i nguoi Trung Quc nhung con
dbi voi tat ca nhirng ngudi chiém dong va thuc dan, tit ca.” (44)

Maneli va, tit nhién 13, ca nhitng nguoi khac dang trong
cudc nodi chuyén, nghi trong dau rang c6 phai Nhu bao gém ca
nguoi My [trong cau n6i d6]?

Nhu khang dinh, “Bdy gi¢' chiing ta mu6n hoa binh, va chi
mudn hoa binh théi... Téi tin rang Uy Hoi Qudc Té ¢o thé va
nén dong mot vai quan trong trong viéc tai lap hoa binh tai Viét
Nam.”

Maneli cin trong bao dam véi Nhu rﬁng tt ca nhiing
thanh vién Uy Hoi da nghi rang Uy Hoi “co thé giit vai trd xay
dung néu ca hai phia mong mudn.’

Nhu nh4n manh, “Chinh phu Viét Nam wdc mubn hanh
dong theo tinh than cua Hi¢p Pinh Geneva.”

Maneli tra 10i rang, d6 1a cach duy nhat dé dat hoa binh va
thdng nhat. (45)

Lodge da gap Maneli trong bira ti€c, nhung bi 161 di trong
phan giita ctia mot cudc ddi thoai, tinh hinh nay cho thiy danh
gi4 ban dau cia Maneli vé tinh kiéu hanh cta Pai sit Lodge.
Néu Lodge ¢ lai thém mot chut, thay vi vé som, Lodge c6 thé
da nhan ra cudc thao luan cua Maneli vi Nhu.

Trang 314:

Két hop véi nhiing gi Bach Oc da biét vé lién lac ctia Nhu
v6i Viét Cong va véi Bic Viét, nhiing trao d6i cong khai gitra
Maneli va Nhu c6 thé da khuyén khich chinh phu My xem xét
Ve cac tac dong chinh tri. Co phai budi gip g& nay cung cb cho
ndi nghi ngd da lan rong rang Maneli da tr¢ thanh trung gian
giita hai mién Viét Nam? Anh hudng nao da co tir cac cudc lién
lac Nam-Bic ddi véi quan diém céc tudéng lanh VNCH vé mot
cudc dao chanh? (46)
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Nb luc cua Dai sit Lodge dé tri hodn bat ky hanh dong nao
da khong co anh huong: Dién van ngay 24-8-1963 cua ong da
to1 Washington vao luc 2:05 gio chleu Thir Bay, khi do, nhu
dinh ménh di sip xép, chi c6 vai cd van lam viéc va ho 1a
nhitng ngudi cong khai chi trich ché do 6ng Diém. Forrestal
(Phu ta C6 vAn An ninh), Hilsman (Tht Truéng Ngoai Giao
Vién Pong Vu), va Harriman (Thir Truéng Ngoai Giao Chinh
Tri Vu) doc ban dién van cua Lodge mét cach quan ngai, ghi
nhan rang dién van da xac minh no6i nghi ngo cua ho v€ nhiing
thii doan bat lwong ctia Nhu trong cudc tong tan cong cac chua.

C6 phai tin nay cing c¢o cho ban di¢n van sang hom doé tir
Sai Gon c6 ghi 16 Tuéng Khanh cao budc rang Nhu dang bi
mat thuong thuyét véi Ha Noi? Co 1& ngay ca phéng vién
Halberstam di chinh x4c trong 4n ban ngay hom do cua to' New
York Times, khi 6ng tuong trinh rang nhidu quan sat vién tai
Sai Gon da goi cudc tong tan cong nha chia 1a ‘ci danh cta
Nhu.’

Khong kiém ching truée véi Phy ta C6 Van An Ninh
Quéc gia McGoerge Bundy, Forrestal kém mot 14 thu “chi dé
doc thoi” vao mot dién van giri Tong Théng vao lic 4:50 gio
chiéu, thong bao vé thu ciia Lodge va kém mot dé nghi dap tmg
v6i Sai Gon, ma ba c¢b van — Forrestal, Harriman va Hilsman —
da soan thao voi su chap thuan cia Ball (Thtr Truéng Ngoai
Giao) va D6 Poc Felt (Tu Lénh Quan Luc My ¢ Thai Binh
Duong) va mubn giri ngay dém hém do.

Lodge khuyén cao 1a “hdy chd xem” cho t6i khi ong c6
thé quyét dinh xem quan d6i VNCH c6 hanh dong nao chéng
Nhu hay khong.

Harriman, Hilsman, va Forrestal thi mudn hanh dong trc
khic vi tinh hinh tai Sai Gon c¢é thé khong “linh hoat 1au nita.”
Hilsman goi birc dién vin ciia Lodge 1a “c6 1& phan doan thuyét
phuc nhét true gio™ cho thdy cac tuéng lanh VNCH khong hai
long véi vige 6ng ba Nhu hung bao voi Phat Tu.

Néu Nhu con nim quyén, “ché d6 s& tiép tuc di theo
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chinh sach ty sat ma khong chi kéo Viét Nam xubng chd xau hd
va tham hoa nhung ciing kéo ca My nhu thé.” Harriman va
Hilsman muén rang My phai “hanh dong trude khi tinh hinh tai
Sai Gon dong bang.” (47)

Sy that da tro thanh khong thé chdi bo: Nhu 1a ngudi trach
nhiém cudc téng tin céng cac chua. Pién vin 243, soan boi
Harriman, Hilsman, va Forrestal (v6i gitip do tur Mendenhall)
kéu goi Lodge phai cong khai t6 cao Nhu vé vu tan cong chua,
trong khi Washington va dai VOA cung lam nhu thé khi nao
Dai sir Lodge cho théy thoi diém thich nghi 1én tiéng

Nhu di sip xép dé cong ching c6 an tuong rang quéan doi
VNCH trach nhiém tran tim mau d6 va nhu thé tu dua Nhu vao
vi tri 1anh dao... (S& nhay t6i trang 344 dé noi tiép phan Nhu
lién lac véi Ha N6i).

Trang 344

Ngoai Truong Rusk dong y véi khuyén céo cua Pai st
Lodge dé tiép tuc ap lyc 6ng Diém phai tién hanh thay d6i chinh
pht. Van con giit 1y luan gia tri rang thdy can cho mot cudc dao
chanh khong c6 nghia la dong 15a, Ngoai Truong khang dinh
rang Bach Oc s& hd trg cho mot nd lyc dao chanh cia nguoi
Viét, nhung Bach Oc “khong nén va s& khong khoi dy va diéu
hanh mot cudc dao chanh.”

Trong mdt c¢b gang giai thich ciing dao dong nhu thé dé
phéan biét gitra dong co Hoa Ky va hanh dong Hoa Ky, Rusk
tuyén bd rang Diém phai hiéu rang My tim kiém “dé cai thién
chinh phu [cua Diém] chir khong phai lat d6.”

Ha Vién My méi day da cat chuong trinh vién trg, “phﬁn
16n vi that vong trong toan bd cic nd luc tai Viét Nam.” Néu
khong co thay doi chinh phii, My c6 thé s& ngung tat ca vién
tro.

Diém phai chimg minh cho Quoc Hoi My va cho du luan
thay rang “chung t6i khong yeu cau nguoi My toi dé bi hy sinh
nham hd trg cho khat vong cia Ba Nhu muon nudng thit cac vi
su.”

Céc bién phap cimg rin bay gid co co hoi tbt, vi da thay
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ong Diém “c6 thé ciing da biét so trong nhitng ngdy gan day.”
(55)

Tinh bat kha tién doan cua tinh hinh Viét Nam tiép tuc
1am rbi tri Bach Oc khi, vao ngay 1 thang 9-1963, Pai st Lodge
c¢6 budi hop 1au 2 gior v6i Nhu, trong do cho thay chuyén ngac
nhién 13 Nhu dong ¥ tir chirc ra khoi chinh pha nhu mét dau
hién cua su thanh cong trong cudc chién. Trude mit Pai st Y
va Kham st Vatican, Nhu tuyén b rang ong khong con duoc
can ti nita va s& vé huu ¢ Da Lat sau khi chinh pha Sai Gon g&
thiét quén lut.

Nhiing vi khach ling nghe kinh ngac trong khi Nhu khang
dinh mot cach bi hai réng Nhu wa thich chd doi cho t61 khi “céac
diép vién M¥ ndo d6” nhitng ngudi van con dang am trg mot
cudc dao chanh chéng lai gia dinh ong da roi khoi Viét Nam.
“Moi ngudi déu biét ho 12 ai.”

Ba Nhu sé& roi Viét Nam ngay 17-9-1963 dé du Hoi Nghi
Lién Quoc Ho1 (Interparliamentary Union) tai Nam Tu, sau d6
s& di t6i Y Pai Loi va co thé t6i My, noi ba c6 mot 1oi moi dé
n6i chuyén truéc Cau Lac BO B4do Chi Hai Ngoai (Overseas
Press Club) tai New York.

Kham st Vatican s& sip xép dé Téng Giam Muc Ngo
binh Thuc ra khoi Viét Nam.

Tuy nhién, Nhu tir chdi roi Viét Nam vi céc lién lac cua
Nhu véi céc can bo Viét Cong, nhitng thanh phan da xudng tinh
than vi su tiép tro khong du tir Bic Viét va di sin sang roi bo
cudc chién vii trang. (56)

Pai st Lodge chic chan di nhan ra rang Nhu khong that
tha vé chuyén rat khoi chinh pht va ring Nhu di gidu cac dong
co. Co chimg cé nao vé thanh coéng ctia quan lyc VNCH?
Nhiing lién lac nao Nhu da thuc hién voi Viét Cong? Con vé
nhimg tin don vé Nhu néi chuyén véi Ha Noi? CIA da goi do la
“bi mat hién 16 trong gio1 ngoai giao ¢ Sai Gon rang Nhu da
lién lac voi Ha Noi va rang ngudi Phép dang tim kiém hoa giai
giita Nam va Béc VN.

193



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

Trang 345:

Nhu moi déy da noéi voi 15 tuong lanh tai bo tong tham
muu Quén lyc VNCH la dimg lo ngai vé chuyén nguoi My ham
doa cit vién trg; Nhu “di lién lac véi cac anh em Mién Bic va
c6 thé c6 dip nghi ngoi bang cach yéu cau Béc Viét chi thi cho
cac du kich Mién Nam tam ngung hoat dong trong khi thuong
thuyét cho mot thuong lwong lau dai.” Nhu di t6 cdo ring CIA
mudn Nhu “budc sang mot bén,” va [CIA] dang lam viéc véi
cac “phan tir bi mat” trong chinh phit My dé 1at d6 ché o Diém.
Chi c6 Pai st Lodge dua téi hy vong, theo Nhu khang dinh
trong mot 1oi tuyén bd va 1oi nay hién 16 40 vong cua Nhu.
“Chung ta c6 thé van dung sai sit Lodge — Lodge s& dong ¥
hoan toan voi nhiing suy nghi va nhitng hanh ddng cta chiing
ta.” (57)

Thai do sai lam cua Nhu cir tlep dién mai khi Maneli gap
Nhu hém 2-9-1963 (ma diéu nay nhiéu ndm sau moi duge biét)
trong khi dang c6 sy phan nd vé mot bai viét noi trang nhat ciia
to Times of Vietnam trong dé cho thiy ran v& giita ché d6 Diém
va Hoa Ky. Dong tua dé néu rd, “CIA tai tro mdt 4m muu dao
chénh.”

Bai ndy do Nhu viét, ban gbc cia bai da ké ra tén nhiéu
vién chuc CIA ding sau &m muu, trong d6 c6 Trudong phong
CIA tai Sai Gon la Richardson. C6 mdt vai nguoi sau do ké lai
rang, Ba Nhu d4 x6a tén 6ng Nhu trén bai viét do.

Maneli t6i Dinh, vao ngdi v6i Nhu ¢ mot chiéc ban nho
trong mot cin phong rai rac d6 dac dé lan 16c “trong nhu mot
khdi rac.” Nhu nhanh chéong khéi su doc thoai trong do cod
nhitng ngdn ngit va y tudng Méc-xit, diéu nay lam cho Maneli
strng s0. (58)

“T6i dang thuc hién mot cudc chién dé két thuc chién
tranh vinh vién tai Viét Nam; Toi dang thyuc su tac chiénc hong
cht nghia Cong San dé két thuc chil nghia tu ban vat chat. Toi
dang tam thoi xiét lai ty do dé s& cho né trong mot hinh thirc vo
han. T6i dang cing c¢b k¥ luat dé khai tir nhitng tréi budc ngoai
tai. T61 dang tap trung hoa dat nuéc dé s& dan chu hoa va s&
phan tan quyén luc noi... Cac ap chién luoc 1a dinh ché cin ban
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ctia nén déan chu tryc tiép. Khi ngudi dan phat trién va thinh
vuong, ho s€ trd thanh hat nhan chinh cua mat td chure quéc gia,
va 10i chinh ban than nha nudc — nhu Karl Marx di noi — s&
bién mat.” (59)

Nhu nhin théy cai nhin kinh ngac ctia Maneli, va lap lai
tuyén bd d6. “Dung vay. Toi déng ¥ véi két luan cudi cung cua
Marx: nha nudc phai bién mét — d6 1a mot diéu kién cho chién
thing cudi cing cta dan chi. Y nghia cta doi t6i 1a 1am viéc dé
cho t6i co thé tro thanh khong can thiét. Toi khong chéng lai
nhiing cudc thuong thuyét va hop tac véi Mién Bic... Noi day,
Uy hoi Quéc té -- va ban than ngai—co6 thé dong mot vai trd
tich cuc.” (60)

Maneli 1ap lai 101 bao dam trudc d6 cua 6ng ddi voi Nhu
rﬁng Uy hoi Kiém soat Quéc té ICC s& lam moi viéc c6 thé dé
két thiic chién tranh, ghi nhan rang Sai Gon dang ram ran nhiing
tin don vé nhitng cudc thuong thuyét bi mat. Maneli tin ring
Diém va Nhu da nghi raing néu ho tach lia nguoi My, ho ¢ thé
trong vi tri dé sip xép cudc thuong lwong véi Ha Noi. Do d6 ho
str dung ndi so lan rong nay “dé gay kinh hoang va dé bat chet
cac dong minh chdng Cong cia ho.” (61)

Sau d6 trong ngay, Maneli noi chuyén voi Lalouette, dugc
Lalouette nhin manh lan nita rang cach duy nhat dé c6 hoa binh
tai VN la xuyén qua ché do Diém. Maneli chua bao gio chap
nhan 161 khang dinh nhu thé. (Nhay tdi trang 362)

Trang 362, tir gitra trang:

Céc ngudn tin tinh bao cung cb niém tin cua Pai st Lodge
rang d toi luc phai hanh dong quyét liét, dic biét boi vi cac ban
tin lién tiép cho thiy Nhu dang thuong thuyét véi Ha Noi, “co
hay khong co6 su xti dai cuia nguoi Phap.”

Do Gaulle méi trude d6 da lap lai 10i khiang dinh rang chi
c6 trung 1ap hoa Nam Viét Nam méi c6 thé ngan can lan song
Cong San xam chiém. Ong noi thé ciing c6 loi ich riéng:
phuong cach d6 sé trao mot co hdi dé tai 1ap vi tri cta Phap
trong khu vuc. Thyc sy, tham vong ctia de Gaulle vuot xa hon
Viét Nam. Ong da thu hat sy ung hd rong rai tir dan Phép vi da
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thiét 1ap Phap Qudc nhu cudng qubc trung gian chinh trong viée
1am giam cing thang Chién Tranh Lanh.

Mot chinh phu trung 18p tai VN s€ 1am tang anh huong de
Gaulle nhu mot 1anh tu thé gidi, va két hop voi viéc de Gaulle
ung ho cho Trung Qudc vao Lién Hiép Qudc, s& 1am khyng lai
nhirng budc 16n dbi voi chinh sach My tai Chau A va Chau Au.

De Gaulle biét rang chi can c6 nhimng cudc thuong thuyét
gitta Nhu va Ha Noi 1a s€ hop thire hoa duge Mat tran Dan toc
Giai phong m1en Nam Viét Nam (NLF) va s tang ap luc cho
mot hoi nghi quéc té vé Viét Nam ma nguoi Phap co thé dong
vai chii toa. Lién X6 s& hd tro, Trung Qudc ciing s& hd trg néu
cac nudc tham du kéu goi Hoa Ky roi bo Nam Viét Nam.

Dai stir Lodge nhén dinh rang co hdi duy nhat ctia Nhu dé
sdng con nam trong viée sap xép voi Bic Viét dé budc My ra di.

Trang 363 — 364:

Ca McCone (Giam Déc CIA) va Harriman (Tht Trudng
Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky vé Chinh Tri Vu) déu biét 101 canh bao cua
Robert Thompson (Chuyén gia vé chdng du kich, di xda sb
cudc chién cia Cong San Ma Lai, va 1a Truong Phai Doan Co
Vén Anh Qudc dé giup Hoa Ky & VN) rang “la bai doc ma Nhu
c6 1a viéc My rit quan. Dé co la bai dua ra nhu thA ” Thompson
nhan dinh, “Béc Viét s& tra gan nhu v4i moi gia.’ (33)

CIA ciing nhén thiy rang nhiéu phan 1a ché do Diém, Ha
Noi va nguoi Phap dang thuc giuc dé dan téi hoa giai hai mién
Nam-Bic. Phai thi nhan rang, sy thong nhat Viét Nam khong
phai la giai phap thay thé kha thi trong tinh hinh c6 nhirng cam
thu cay dang hién nay. Nhung mét cugc ngung ban c6 thé cung
cd doi hoi ctia Ha Noi rang My phai rat hoan toan khoi Viét
Nam, sau d6 la su thiét 1ap mot chinh phu lién hiép & Mién Nam
VN trong d6 don nhan tat ca cac nhom chinh tri, ké ca Viét
Cong.

Nguoi Phap da dimg hanh dong nhu vai tro lién lac cta
Ha Noi voi Tay Phuong. Méc du Nhu sé d6i dién sy chdng dbi
gay gat tir cac tudng lanh VNCH ddi véi bat ky thoa hiép nao
v6i Mién Bic, Nhu c6 thé nghi chuyén nay kha thi nhd ung ho
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tur nguoi Phap.

Nha binh ludn Joseph Alsop trong bai \(iét ngay 18-9-1963
trén to Washington Post da lam cho Bach Oc thém quan ngai.
Va viét twa dé “Very Ugly Stuff” (Chuyén Cuc Ky Xéu Xa),
Alsop céo budc rang, 1an dau tién Nhu thi nhan d3 lién lac véi
Ha Noi. (34)

Néu nhu thé, hanh vi ctia Nhu hira hen hau qua nghiém
trong d6i voi chinh sach M. Nhu nhén dinh rang thuong luong
Nam-Bic 1a rai ro, nhung dang chap nhan néu co rui ro. Lam
sao Nhu c6 thé biét chic rang Nhu (va 6ng anh) s& sdng sot voi
sap xép moi chir?

CIA nhan dinh rang théng nhét tirc khac 14 khong co vé gi
dugc, vi Ha Noi trude d6 da cong khai tuyén ngdn y dinh sap
nhép Nam VN. Nhung Bic VN tat phai kién nhan, va s& mubn
1am diu cudc chién trudc khi Hoa Ky ting su tham du.

Sai Gon c6 18 s& c6 thé chap nhan ngung ban va mot vai
hinh thirc ctia su trung 1ap tir su ty bao ton. Nhu da noi 1d 1ap
truong roi. Ca cong khai va ca noi riéng tu, Nhu té cao My da
dua Nam VN vao vi tri thudc dia. Tuy nhién, & mot mat khac,
viéc Nhu néi rang c6 sy ung hd cia My di 1am suy yéu nhiing
ngudi d6i 1ap véi ché do Diém tai Nam VN trong khi lam ting
uy tin Nhu.

Bénh hoang tudng quyén lyc cia Nhu da 16 han ra trong
l(‘yi khoe khoang rang duy c6 Nhu c6 thé ctru Nam VN. Téi 1a

“xuong séng duy nhat” cua cudc chién chdng Cong, Nhu khoe
v6i Alsop. “Ngay ca néu ngudi My quy vi c6 rat di, toi sé van
thang cudc chién véi cwong vi lanh tu ctia phong trao du kich vi
dai cua t61.”

Ca Bo Truong Nguyén Dinh Thuan va Chanh Vian Phong
V& Vin Hai (thu ky riéng cua Diém) déu noi rang Nhu da hut
nha phién trong hai nim qua, nhu thé gii thich cho bénh hoang
tuong vé tinh vi dai ciia Nhu. (35)

Con 16¢ nhitng su kién d3 1am cho mua thu nim 1963 tré
thanh thoi ky nghiém trong tai VN. Ché do Diém da g& thiét
quan luat vao ngay 16-9-1963, nhung chinh sach dan ap Phat
T van khong ngimg. Trong mot ban tin phat thanh cliing ngay,
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NLF 1én 4n ché d6 Diém vi da dan ap Phat Tir va “tap doan My
hiéu chién” dang tién “vao mot dudng h_ém khong 16i ra.” Rang
tat ca nhitng dong bao Nam VN hiy ndi ddy chéng “bon xam
lugc My va cac con ché san cua ching — gia dinh Ng6é Pinh
Dié¢m.”

Ca nhitng ngudn tin tinh bdo My va the Country Team in
South Vietnam (cum tir ndy c¢6 nghia: cac vién chirc Toa Dai Su
M¥) két luan ring nhitng ngudi chéng Nhu c¢6 mit & moi cap
trong chinh phu, ciing nhu trong quan d61 VNCH va trong gidi
tri thirc thanh thi. MACV nhan dinh rang cac s quan cao cap
nhat cua quin lyc VNCH bac bo vai tro ldnh dao cua Nhu
“trong bat ky diéu kién nao.”

Néu nhitng nhan dinh nay la chinh xac, hé Nhu cang hanh
dong, 1a cang bao dam s& roi khoi quyén luc.

Trang 406:

Pai sit Lodge dd chinh xac khi khang dinh riang khong
ngudi My nao c6 thé ngin can cac tuéng VNCH dé chan cudc
dao chéanh.

Nhitng lyc manh mé da thuc giuc ho hanh dong, dang ghi
nhan nhét 13 viéc chinh phi Kennedy da cit giam vién trg mot
phan sy ung ho thay 16 cua Lodge, va hau qua tham tur chic
chin xdy ra cho ho néu c6 bat ky thuong lwong nao dat dugc
gitta Nhu va Ha Noi.

Tudng Toén That Dinh vé sau gidi thich vé cudc dao chanh
trong nhiéu cach, truc tiép nhat 1a viéc Nhu moi lién lac véi
Tudng Viét Cong Vian Tién Diing xuyén qua dai dién Ba Lan
trong Uy Hoi Kiém Soat Qubc Té ICC.

Nhu c6 vé nhu gén thu xép xong viéc két thiic cudc chién,
s& gift gin duoc ché d6 Diém, va sé& t6i cao diém 1a cac ban an
tir hinh cho nhiimg nguoi &m muu dao chanh. Gidy phut ot tay
da t6i khi cac tudng lanh chdng dbi nhan ra ndi nguy h1em chét
choc 16n hon trong viée tri hodn dao chanh thay vi tién hanh
ludn. (70)

Vao cudi thang 10-1963, mot cudc dao chanh 14n nita théy
nhu dudng tit yéu. Pai st Lodge bao cdo rang c6 it nhat 10
nhom noéi vé chuyén déo chanh, nhung nhom chinh yéu, di

198



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

nhién, 14 cac tuéng lanh cao cap cua quan luc VNCH.

Lan nay khac mét troi mot vuc véi kinh nghiém hoi thang
8-1963. Chinh phu Kennedy di ra ddu hiéu ung hd, Tudng
Duong Vin Minh va cc ban tudng linh cta ong c6 mot ké
hoach, va vi¢c Nhu thuong thuyét vo1 Ha Noi da x6a bo moi do
du cua ho.

Bach Oc néu chinh sach hoi thang 8-1963 14 s& ung ho cac
tuéng néu ho thanh cong va s& khong bao gid biét t6i néu ho
that bai. Nhung tinh hinh qudc ndi va qudc ngoai VN da suy
sup t€ hai trong 2 thang qua, toi ndi mot cude déao chanh tro
thanh mot 16i kha thi duy nhat cho chinh phii Kennedy dé g rdi
cho quan My ra khoi Viét Nam.

Chi ¢6 su thay doi chinh phit Nam VN, ma Hoa Ky c6 thé
tuyén bd ¢ su tién bo can va du trong nd lyc vién tro dé [rat
b6t quan My va] tré vé mirc chi duy tri ¢cb vin My cap thap va
mirc d6 vién trg tuong dwong hoi dau nam 1961.

Mot luc lugng déc nhiém Hoa Ky, ca Hai quan va Khong
quén, da tién vao khoi st bd bién Nam VN d¢é san sang di tan
ngudi My. Pai st Lodge duogc 1énh tir chdi bat ky 101 nai ni xin
gilip ndo tir bat ky phe nao trong cudc dao chanh. Nhu c6 vé
nhu sin sang thuong thuyét dé dat thuwong luong véi Ha Noi.
Pbi véi cac tudng lanh VNCH, bay gio hodc s& khong bao
gio... (71)
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PIEN VAN 68 NGAY 6-9-1963:
NHU LAP DANH SACH AM SAT VIEN CHUC MY

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Dién vin 68 do tinh bao My tir Sai Gon
giri vé Bo Truong Ngoai Giao My, dé ngay 6 thang 9-1963 —
tie 12 gan 3 thang sau ngay B6 Tat Thich Quang Puc vi phap
thiéu than, va 2 tuan sau ngay ba me ba Nhu I 6ng ba Tran Vin
Chuong tur chuc Pai st VN tai My va tor chic Quan sat vién
VNCH ¢ LHQ — két hop 2 ban phuc trinh tinh bao, cho thiy
tinh hinh nhu sau:

e Ong ba Nhu cong khai bay té long cim thu My qua 16i noi va
bai viét;

e Khiém, em ba Nhu, dugc giao chi huy mot don vi canh sat
dac biét cho ba Nhu;

e Nhu 13p danh sach dé du tinh s& 4m sat cac vién chirc My;

e Mot bai viét trén bao qudc doanh VNCH té cdo MJ/CIA am
muu dao chanh, va ba Nhu ty nhan 1a da viét hau hét cac phén
trong bai do;

e Ba Nhu nhiéu lan cong khai ché 6ng Diém yéu dudi, dua vao
ba dé chdng Cong.

Nhu thé, qua dién vin 68, chiing ta c6 thé thay:

e chirc ¢ van cua 6ng Nhu, chirc Dan biéu cia ba Nhu di co
quyen chi huy ca quan d0i, canh sat, tu 1ap don vi mat vu riéng,
bét ké Hién phap va Qudc hoi;
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e cong khai xem My 1a ké thu, sir dung bién phap con db 1a lap
danh sach am sat, cho du chi I1a hu doa cling da vi pham cong
phap qudc té vé quyén dic mién ngoai giao, va 14 t6i cha muu
sat nhan. Khi d3 ngang nguoc voi My nhu thé, c6 thé hiéu la
nha Ngo 4m sat cic nha ddi 14p VN 1a chuyén nho -
nhu d3 4m sat cic chic sic Phat Gido Hoa Hao, xem
http://tinyurl.com/HoangNamGiao-PGHH; hay 4m sat chirc séc
Cao Dbai, xem http://tinyurl.com/HoangNamGiao-CaoDai;

e v6i hanh vi ciia ba Nhu kiéu ddi xir véi nguoi 16n trong nha
nhu churi cha, méng me, ché anh... nhu thé, thi nguoi dan binh
thudng bi d6i xir ra sao?

Dinh kém duéi ddy 1a ban gbc bang Anh ngi. Dich toan vin bai
Cu si Nguyén Giac.)

BAN DICH

68. Ban Ghi Nhé tir Giam Ddc Phong Tinh Bao va
Nghién Ctru (Thomas Hughes) Trinh Lén Ngoai Truéng Hoa
Ky (1)

Washington, ngay 6 thang 9-1963

PE TAI: Muu tinh ciia ong ba Ngd Dinh Nhu

Hai ban phuc trinh tinh bdo nhan dugc hdm nay (2) cho
thy thai d6 cam ghét va coi thuong ma 6ng Ngoé Pinh Nhu, vo
ong va cac thudc ha than tin cua gia dinh ho Ngo bay to ddi voi
Hoa Ky khoi phat tir cac dién bién méi day & Nam Viét Nam.

1. Ban phuc trinh dau tién (TDCS DB-3/656 /446) lién
hé t6i mot cude phong van ngudi em cia ba Nhu, 6ng Tran Vin
Khiém, vao ngay 31-8-1963 thuc hién bdi Denis Warner, mot
phong vién ngudi Uc kha tin. Warner thong bao cho mét vién
chttc My rang Khiém dua cho xem mét danh sach cac nhan vién
Hoa Ky trong Toa bai S&@ My, USIS (S¢ Thong Tin Hoa Ky),
USOM (S¢ Cong Tac Hoa Ky), va MACV (Trung Tam Vién
Trg Quén Sy Tai VN) ma oOng ta dang lén ké hoach am st
Warner noi rang, viéc 4am sat nguoi My s& dan téi viéc Thuy
Quén Lyc Chién My d6 bd ngay trong vong vai gio, va Khiém
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tra 101 rang dang c6 20,000 chién binh VN dong & Sai Gon dé
dbi pho chuyén d6. Tuy nhién, Khiém 10 vé 4n tuong khi
Warner tra 16i tiép rang mot su doan linh TQLC My s& nhanh
chong quét sach bat ky luc lwong chéng ddi nao.

Chung t6i khéng nghi rang chinh pha VN lac nay mubn
1am nhirng chuyén nhu thé dbi véi cac vién chic Hoa Ky. Tuy
nhién, chiing t6i c6 thé duy kién rang chién dich chéng My hién
nay nhu di thy trén béo chi qudc doanh va trong cac ban tuyén
b6 chinh thire s& van tiép dién; nhitng cudc tu hop hay biéu tinh
chéng My ciing c6 thé tiép tuc. Khiém 1a em ctia ba Nhu, va cha
ctia y 1a ong Tran Vin Chuong, cyu Pai st My tai Hoa Ky, da
chi trich y 1a bt tai, tham nhiing va hén nhat. Lan gan nhat
chung t6i nghe vé Khiém 1a ngdy 11 thang 8-1963, khi Thuan
(B6 Truong Phu Téng Thong) thong bao véi Dai sit Nolting
rang ba Nhu trudc d6 di t6 chirc mot biét do1 canh sat riéng cua
ba, chi huy boi Khiém. Thuan tuyén bd rang ban than Nhu c6
thé cling lién hé vu sap xép biét doi d6. Nolting sau d6 néu diém
nay ra véi 6ng Diém, va ong Diém bac bo chuyén do. Ban phutc
trinh trén cho théy réng Khiém c6 thé thuc su c6 mét sb trach
nhiém “an ninh dac biét” va réng, hodc Diém noi doi, hodc
khong dugc thong bao dién tién do.

2. Ban phuc trinh thir nhi (TDCS DB-3/656,445) lién hé
t61 bai viét ngay 2 thang 9-1963 trén bao Times of Vietnam (3)
trong do cdo budc My, va dac biét 1a S¢ Tinh Bao Trung Uong
CIA, @m muu kich dong mot cudc dao chanh. Vao ngay 5 thang
9-1963, B¢ Nhat Thu Ky cua Toa Pai St Pirc Qudc -- duoc
chuyén thong tin tir mot phong vién bao Der Spiegel nguoi
trudc d6 da phong van ba Nhu -- noi voi mét vién chirc My
rang ba Nhu nhin nhan ba da viét hau hét, néu khong phai toan
b, bai bao d6. C6 tin 1a ba ciing da tuyén bd rang hau hét cac
rdc rdi cuia Nam VN 1a do tir cach tuong thuat tin trc sai lac cua
bao chi My va tir sy can thiép cua nguoi My. Ba cling cao budce
rang Dai St Lodge dang lén ké hoach g& bo ba hay am sat ba.
Ba thém rang Diém qua yéu dudi va 1¢ thudc vao ba dé c6 hd
tro va stitc manh nham thuc hién cudc chién chong Cong va cac
ké thu khac.
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Chung toi nghi ngd rang bai viét trén to Times of
Vietnam (Viét Nam Thoi Bao) duoc viét, hay it nhat 1a dugc goi
¥, boi 6ng ba Nhu. Di nhién, ba Nhu biét ring chung ta mu6n ba
ra di, va ba c6 1& cam thiy rang ba s& 1a muc tiéu chinh trong bat
ky nd lyc dao chanh nao nhiam vao ché do. Loi tuyén bd cua ba
vé 6ng Diém goi nhé nhing 101 tuyén b cong khai tuwong tu ba
da no6i khoang mét thang trude, va la 161 dung cham 6ng Diém &
diém rit muc nhay cam.

NOTES:

1 Ngudn: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers,
Vietnam-Policy. Mat; Han ché phé bién; Khong phé bién cho
ngudi ngoai qudc/khong phd bién ra ngoai Hoa Ky/Chi ding dé
khao sat. Dién van soan bdi Allen S. Whiting, Gidm DPéc S&
Nghién Ctru va Phan Tich vé Vién Pong, va Leo G. Sarris cia
So nay.

2 Ca hai déu dé ngay 5 thang 9, ca hai déu chua dwoc in.
(Kennedy Library, National Security Files, Vietnam Country
Series, CIA Cables)

3 vao ngay 2 thadng 9, t& Times of Vietnam in mdt bai &
trang nhat dudi tya dé& “CIA Financing Planned Coup D'Etat”
(CIA Tai Tro Mot Am Muu Pao Chéanh) trong d6 c¢6 ndi dung
chinh néi rang CIA két hop véi Viét Cong chi nhiéu tri¢u dola
dé tim cach 1at d6 chinh phii Diém vao ngay 28-8-1963. Xem
Mecklin, Mission in Torment, cac trang 201-203, vé vai tro cua
bao Times of Vietnam va quyén Chii Bt 1a Ann Gregory trong
chinh tri VN.

NGUYEN VAN: =
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122 Foreign Relations, 1961-1963, Volume IV

68. Memorandum From the Director of the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research (Hughes) to the Secretary of
State’

Washington, September 6, 1963.
SUBJECT
State of Mind of the Nhus

Two intelligence reports received today? reflect the heightened
contempt which Ngo Dinh Nhu, his wife, and other close confidants
of the Ngo family hold for the United States as a result of recent
developments in South Vietnam.

1. The first report (TDCS DB-3/656,446) relates to an interview of
Madame Nhu's brother, Tran Van Khiem, on August 31 by Denis
Wamer, a reliable Australian correspondent. Wamer informed an
American official that Khiem showed him a list of United States Em-
bassy, USIS, USOM, and MACYV personnel he was planning to assas-
sinate. Warner indicated that the assassination of Americans would
result in the landing of United States Marines within hours to which
Khiem replied that there are 20,000 Vietnamese troops in Saigon to
meet this eventuality. However, Khiem seemed impressed with
Warner’s counter that a division of Marines would quickly wipe out

any opposing forces.

We do not think that the Vietnamese Government would at this
time sanction such acts against American officials. However, we can
expect that the current anti-American campaign as reflected in the
government-controlled press and in official statements will continue;
anti-American rallies or demonstrations are also possible. Khiem is the
brother of Madame Nhu, and his own father, the former Vietnamese
Ambassador to Washington, Tran Van Chuong, has denounced him as
incompetent, corrupted, and cowardly. The last we have heard of
Khiem was on August 11 when Secretary of State for the Presidency
Thuan informed Ambassador Nolting that Madame Nhu had orga-
nized her own secret police squad headed by Khiem. Thuan stated that
Nhu himself was possibly also involved. Nolting subsequently raised
this point with Diem—the latter denied it flatly. The above report

' Source: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam—Policy. Secret; Limit
Distribution; No Foreign Dissem/No Dissem Abroad /Background Use Only. Drafted by
Allen S, Whiting, Director of the Office of Research and Analysis for the Far East, and
Leo G. Sarris of that office.

Both dated September 5, neither printed. (Kennedy Library, National Security
Files, Vietnam Country Series, CIA Cables)
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would indicate that Khiem may actually have some “special security”
responsibilities and that Diem was either lying or had been kept igno-
rant of the development.

2. The second report (TDCS DB-3/656,445) relates to the Sep-
tember 2 article in Times of Vietnam? which charged the United States,
and specifically the Central Intelligence Agency, with an attempt to
inspire a coup. On September 5, the First Secretary of the German
Embassy, passing on information given to him by a Der Spiegel corre-
spondent who had interviewed Madame Nhu, told an American offi-
cial that Madame Nhu admitted she had written most, if not all, of the
article. She is reported to have also stated that most of South Viet-
nam’s troubles resulted from false reporting by the American press
and from American interference. She even charged that Ambassador
Lodge was planning to have her removed or murdered. She added that
Diem was too weak and was dependent upon her for support and
strength to carry out the struggle against the Viet Cong and other
enemies.

We have suspected that the Times of Vietnam article was written,
or at least inspired, by the Nhus. Of course, Madame Nhu is aware
that we want her to leave, and she probably feels she would be a main
target in any coup attempt against the regime. Her statement on Diem
recalls a similar public statement of hers about a month ago and one
which touched Diem on a very sensitive point.

' On September 2 the Times of Vietnam published a front-page story under a head-

line entitled “CIA Financing Planned Coup D’Etat,”” which had as its central premise
that the CIA in conjunction with the Viet Cong spent millions of dollars to try to
overthrow the Diem government on August 28. See Mecklin, Mission in Torment, pp.
201-203, regarding the role of the Times of Vietnam and lts acting editor, Ann Gregory,
in Vietnamese politics.
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MY: LINH VA DAN VIET NAM PHAN NO,
AP CHIEN LUQC TRI TRE, VNCH SE SUP Vi NHU
Cw st Nguyén Gidc dich

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume 1V, Vietnam, August-December 1963, Document
110

(LOI NGUOI DICH: H6 so t6i mat nay duoc co quan tinh bao
My trinh 1én Ngoai Truong Hoa Ky vao ngay 15-9-1963, hon 3
tuan sau ngay 6ng Ngo Pinh Nhu chi huy tran tong tn cong cac
chua, cho thay tinh hinh sau:

e Tong Thong Ngo Pinh Di¢m tré thanh bup bé ciia Nhu;

e Nhu d3 béu xau, ddy cac nhan sy tai ning va trung thanh xa
khoi 6ng Diém;

e Nhu chi huy Mat Vu va Luc Lugong Dac Biét, gai hé théng
mat bao khe‘ip noi;

e Nhu dung ching cé nguy tao, chup mii Phat Tir 1a Cong
san,

e Nhu cam tha My, t6 My cdu két v6i thuc dan, phong kién dé
bién VN thanh vé tinh;

e Nhu néi phai chéng My, bit tay véi Ha Noi, 1am quén ddi
Nam VN mét tinh than;

e Chuong trinh ép chién luoc tri tré sudt 3 thang lién;
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e Tu Lénh L& Poan Nhay Du VNCH, va Chanh van phong cia
ong Diém no6i Nhu phai di;

e Nhu hat thuéc phién nhiéu nim, va di hoang twéng tim
th?ln;

e Long dan VN cim thi Nhu, va CS sé chién thing néu con
Nhu lanh dao Nam VN.

Cudi ban dich s& dinh kém ban scan. Ban dich thuc hién béi Cu
si Nguyén Giac.)

BAT DAU BAN DICH

110. Ban ghi nhé tir Giam Dbc So Tinh Bao
= va Nghién Ciru (Thomas Hughes) trinh 1én Ngoai
i Truong (1)

Washlngton ngay 15 thang 9 nam1963

PE TAI

Vin dé 6ng Nhu

Ng6 binh Nhu dé dong vai tro chu yéu trong
viéc thuc hién cude chién chong lai Viét Cong. Ong la
dl luc ning dong phia sau chuong trinh ap chién luoc.
Ong da anh hudng 16n téi viée phdi tri cac khai niém
quéan sy VN tir chién tranh quy udc toi phan du kich
chién. Ong d3 1ap ra cac doan thé dé kich dong thanh
nién va céac gidi khac véi y thire chinh tri.

Tuy nhién, ké tir ngay 8 thang 5-1963 (LND:
Khi Phat Tt bi chinh quyén Hué nd sung va ném lyu dan, lam
chét 9 nguoi trong d6 c6 mot sé thibu nién, xem:
http://tinyurl.com/HoSoMat), Nhu da tr¢ thanh mot yéu té cha
cht 1am bi tham cudc tranh chiap Phat Gido tré va la
nguyén nhan cia cudc khiing hoing cong quyén tiém 4n co
nguy bung n6. Vi cac 1y do néu sau ddy, Nhu 1a tr¢ ngai 16n cho
bat ky giai phap chén thyc nao d6i v6i khing hoang nay.

Nhu kiém sodt éng Diém

Nhu nim ong Diém véi anh hwéng tran ngip, bat
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kha thay ddi. Nhu d3 béu x4u, v6 hiéu hoa, hay g& bo nhiéu cb
van tai gioi va trung thanh voi Diém. Nguyén Pinh Thudn, Bo
Truong Tong Théng Phu, néi Nhu 1a ngudi duy nhit 6ng Diém
tin twong. V6 Van Hai, Chanh van phong cua Diém va la tham
quyén kha tin nhat trong giéi 1am viéc & Phii Tong Thong, dong
y voi Thuan rang Nhu néi thay cho Diém trong cac budi hop,
viét thu tra 101 bao chi thay cho Di¢m, va bién Diém tré thanh
tiéng vong cho quan diém riéng ciia Nhu.

Do vay, Diém tin 15i Nhu két toi rang van dé Phat gido
cin ban 1a do Viét Cong giy ra. Didu nay lam mét uy tin ciia
Di¢m trong mit nhirng ngudi ting h trung thanh cia Di¢m.
Vii Van Mdu, cyu Bo Truong Ngoai Giao VNCH, va Tudng Lé
Van Kim, quyén Pho Tham Muu Truéng quan lyc VNCH, noi
rang Nhu bay gid 1a sttc manh khéng ché & Nam VN. Béan danh
gia tinh hinh do Toa Pai St My thuc hién két luan réng trong
cac cap lanh dao chinh phu ciing nhu linh dao ¢ cdp tinh va
huyén, cing nhan ra rang quyén lwe thue sw trong tay Nhu,
chir khong phai ¢ Diém. Thém nira, ban danh gia chi ra ngay
cang thém nhiéu nguoi thiy raing Diém khong san long cho Nhu
v€ vuon, voi mot vai nhom ngo vuc rang Diém c6 thé khong cai
trj 1au thém cht nao néu khéng c6 Nhu.

Quyén Luc Riéng cua Nhu: Mdt Vu va Luc Lwong Dac
Biet

Nhu ciing ¢6 ngudn quyén lyc riéng. Nhu chi huy mat
vu va Can Lao, mot doan thé kiém soat chinh tri nira bi mat nua
cong khai. H¢ thong mat bao vién tran ngap trong cong quyen
quan doi va cac to chuc ngoai chinh phu quan trong. H¢ thong
do tham ctia Nhu giy ra noi s¢' va cam thu xuyén khap cac
nhom nay. Sttc manh ciia Nhu trong viée béu x4u uy tin doi tha
da dan t6i viéc ddy ra cac nhan sy tn tAm va tai ning.

Nhu kiém soat Luc Luong Pic Biét ctia quan ddi, ma
don vi nay, cung vdi dao binh mat vy, da hanh dong theo 1énh
Nhu trong céac tran tin cong cac chua, bt gitt cac nha su, cic
sinh vién, va nhitng nguoi ddi lap, va trong viéc nguy tao ra
“chiing c¢” dé “chimg t0” ¢6 mot am muu Cong san phia sau
cac nhom bi Nhu chdng pha. Chinh cic hanh dong nhu thé da

212



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

lam cay dang thém nhiing cing thang duong hitu t6i muc can ké
ndi loan.

Nhu cam thu Hoa Ky

Nhu dé thuc hién mot chién dich cay doc chéng My, ca
cong khai va bi mat. Nhu da t6 cao My 4m muu véi “bon thuc
dan” va “bon phong kién” dé bién Nam VN lam mdt vé tinh
[cho M¥]. Nhu d3 phong ra cic ban tin ring mt sé vién chirc
Hoa Ky cu thé dia nam trong danh sach sé bi Nhu am sat.
Nhu dé thuong xuyén noi rang hién dién Hoa Ky phai giam bét
vi nhu thé de doa nén doc 14p cia Nam VN. Nhu da lién tuc noi
déi v6i Pai sit My va Truong phong CIA tai Sai Gon vé vai tro
ctia Nhu trong cac dién bién tir sau ngay 8 thang 5-1963.

Tinh hinh d6 da lam thiét hai vi tri cia chung ta tai Nam
VN. Dagi ta Lac, ngudi trach nhiém thuc hién chuong trinh ép
chién lugc, nhan dinh rang tién trinh nay da cham lai trong ba
thang qua vi thai do chdng My cua “mot s6 phan tir” tai Sai
Gon. Cung lic d6, Nhu lai khoe khoang riang Nhu nim giir
cac iing hd cin ban tir Hoa Ky -- dé vira lam khyng lai cac d6i
thil ctia Nhu va 1am ting uy tin ctia Nhu bang cach béu xau céac
vién chtic cao cap.

Quan hé ciia Nhu véi Bac VN.

Nhu néi trong chd riéng tu rang néu My cat vién trg,
Nhu s& tim giup d& tir noi khac. Néu diéu d6 lai hong, Nhu
khing dinh 12 Nhu sé thwong thuyét mét théa hiép véi Ha
Noi. Nhu di thuyét phuc ca cic nha quan sat ngoai quoc va
nguoi Viét ring vién anh d6 nhiéu phan s& xay ra. Cac ban phiic
trinh no6i rang Nhu da lién lac véi Ha Noi 1a rat kha tin va lan
rong toi mirc thyc té da 1am suy giam tinh than quan ddi va
gidi cong chirc, bt ké su chinh xac hién nay [cua céc ban phuic
trinh].

Nhu c6 kha ning dé tin rang Nhu c6 thé Iéo 14i tinh hinh
dé 1am loi cho Nhu, du 1a qua viéc chién ddu chéng Cong hay
thuong thuyét voi Cong san. Trang thai tAm than hoang tudng
ctia Nhu da hién 16 trong 16i Nhu khoe khoang la chi ¢6 Nhu
méi 6 thé ciru Viét Nam. Ca Neuyén Dinh Thuan Vva Vo Vin
Hdi x4c nhan rang Nhu hiit thudc phién trong hai nim qua,
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cho thdy giai thich mot phan vé trang thai ty tin qua do va
hoang tudng quyén luc cua Nhu.

Nguweoi dan Viét muon Nhu vé vueon

Theo 101 Tuéng Paul Harkins (Tu Lénh MACV), ca vé
nhirng cam xuc va thuc trang tai Nam VN da phan cuc manh
mé va déu chdng lai 6ng ba Nhu. Tudéng Harkins tin ring Nam
VN sé& “tdn tai va thinh vuong” néu ong ba Nhu ra di va ong
Diém van gitt chirc Téng Thong. Chung t6i (S¢ Tinh Béo va
Nghién Cuu -- Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and
Research) dong ¥ hoan toan vé6i quan diém ciia Tudng Harkins
vé ong ba Nhu.

Tudng Victor Krulak (Phu T4 Dac Biét vé Chéng No6i
Day, Bo Tong Tham Muu Hoa Ky) bao co rang viéc Nhu ra di
sé duwge hoan ho béi cac si quan quan dgi. Tudng Krulak
duge L Doan Truong Lir Boan Nhay Du VN noi vé sy cam
ghet glan dir vo1 Nhu. Dai td Lac ndi rang Nhu s€ khong ding
noi 24 gio néu My néi 14 rang My khong chap nhan tinh hinh
nay. Tran Quéc Biru, chi huy to chirc Cong Doan 16n nhit &
VN, néi rang cac doan vién ciia ong tin rang Nhu phai ra di.
Biru s rang néu Nhu chién thing dugc tir cude khing hoang
hién nay, nhitng sai 1am tai hai tit xay ra, cho phép Cong quan
chiém duge toan bd VN. V3 Van Hai tin réng Diém khong ¢6
thé tim lai dwoc niém tin cia dan ching khi nao Nhu con
trong chinh phu.

Chung toi dong y v6i ban dénh gia tinh hinh cia Toa
Dai St rang (1) Nhu bi cim ghét, bi cim thu, bi s¢' hii, va bi
bat tin & moi cip trong céng quyén, trong quin ddi va trong
gi6i tri thirc thanh thi, va (2) cam xtic chéng Nhu di lan rong,
da kéo dai bay gio dang diy dic thém va co dong dé tro
thanh nhiing 15i quy 18i cho cic bién phap dan ap cua ché do.
Chung t6i ciing dong v voi ban lugng dinh MACV rang nhiéu si
quan cao cap nhu dudng duoc thuyét phuc ring Nhu c6 thé
thuong luong voi Ha Noi va “dai da s6 trong qudn doi khong
thé chdp nhdn Nhu vao cdp linh dao Nam VN trong bat ky diéu
kién nao.”
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GHI CHU:

() Ngudn: Thu Vién Kennedy Library, Hb so An ninh
Qudc gia, Vietnam Country Series, K& hoach Hanh dong. Tdi
Mat; Chi Boc Thoi. Ciing da dua vao HO So Giai Mat, 1982,
593 A.

HET BAN DICH

Dinh kém nguyén vin Ban Ghi Nhé 110, gdm bén trang 212,
213, 214 va 215

110. Memorandum From the Director of the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research (Hughes) to the Secretary of
State'

Washington, September 15, 1963.
SUBJECT
The Problem of Nhu

Ngo Dinh Nhu has played a key role in prosecuting the war
against the Viet Cong. He has been the dynamic force behind the
strategic hamlet program. He has significantly influenced the re-
orientation of Vietnamese military concepts from conventional to
counterguerrilla warfare. He has developed mass organizations to in-
fuse the youth and others with political consciousness.

Since May 8, however, Nhu has become the primary factor exac-
erbating the Buddhist controversy and is the cause of a potentially
explosive governmental crisis. For the reasons listed below, he is the
major obstacle to any genuine resolution of this crisis.

! Source: Kennedy Library, National Security Files, Vietnam Country Series, Action
Plan. Top Secret; Eyes Only. Also published in Declassified Documents, 1982, 593 A.
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His Hold on Diem

Nhu exercises an overriding, immutable influence over Diem. He
has discredited, neutralized, or caused the removal of many competent
and loyal advisors to Diem. Nguyen Dinh Thuan, Secretary of State
for the Presidency, claims Nhu is the only person whom Diem trusts.
Vo Van Hai, chief of Diem’s private cabinet and the most reliable
authority on the inner workings of the Presidency, agrees with Thuan
that Nhu speaks for Diem at meetings, writes Diem’s responses to
press queries, and has reduced Diem to echoing his own views.

As a result Diem believes Nhu's charge that the Buddhist problem
is basically Viet Cong created. This has degraded Diem in the eyes of
his loyal supporters. Vu Van Mau, former Foreign Minister, and Gen-
eral Le Van Kim, deputy acting chief of the armed forces, claim Nhu is
now the dominant power in South Vietnam. Our Country Team as-
sessment concludes that at top echelons of government as well as
among provindal and district officials, the consensus is that actual
power rests with Nhu rather than Diem. Moreover the assessment
points to the spreading conviction that Diem is unwilling to dismiss
Nhu, with some groups doubting Diem is even able to rule any longer
without him.

Nhu's Independent Power: Secret Police and Special Forces

Nhu also has independent sources of power. He directs the secret
police and the Can Lao, the semicovert political control organization.
This apparatus of informants permeates bureaucratic, military, and key
non-governmental groups. Nhu's surveillance system generates fear
and hatred throughout these groups. His power to discredit opponents
has led to the removal of competent and dedicated personnel.

Nhu controls the army’s Special Forces which, together with the
secret police, act as his agents in raids on pagodas, arrests of monks,
students, and oppositionists, and the manufacture of “evidence” to
“prove” the Communist conspiracy behind these disaffected groups. It

is such actions which have exacerbated existing tensions to the point
of near revolt.

His Hatred of the United States

Nhu has conducted a virulent public and private anti-American
campaign. He has accused the United States of plotting with “colonial-
ists” and “feudalists” to tum South Vietnam into a satellite. He has
spread reports that specific United States officials are marked for as-
sassination. He has frequently claimed that the American presence
must be reduced because it threatens South Vietnam’s independence.
He has repeatedly lied to our Ambassador and the CAS station chief
concerning his role in developments since May 8.
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214 Foreign Relations, 1961-1963, Volume IV

This has impaired our position in South Vietnam. Colonel Lac,
responsible for implementing the strategic hamlet program, claims that
progress has slowed in the last three months because of the anti-
American attitude of “certain elements” in Saigon. At the same time,
Nhu's boast that he commands the basic support of the United States
both inhibits his opponents and expands his prestige by humiliating
high officials.

His Relations With North Vietnam

Nhu has claimed privately that should United States aid be cut he
would seek help elsewhere. Should that fail, Nhu asserts he would
negotiate a settlement with Hanoi. Nhu has convinced both
Vietnamese and foreign observers that such a prospect is likely. Re-
ports that Nhu is already in contact with Hanoi are so credible and
widespread as eventually to undermine morale in the army and bu-
reaucracy, regardless of their current accuracy.

Nhu is capable of believing he could manipulate the situation to

_ his advantage, whether through fighting or negotiating with the com-
munists. His megalomania is manifest in his claim that only he can
save Vietnam. Both Nguyen Dinh Thuan and Vo Van Hai testify to
Nhu's opium smoking during the past two years, providing at least
partial explanation for his excess of self-confidence and fantasies of

power.
The Vietnamese Want Nhu Out

According to General Harkins, both sentiment and reality in
South Vietnam have polarized strongly and properly against the
Nhus. He believes that the country would “survive and flourish” with
them gone and Diem still President. We concur fully in General Har-
kins’ view of the Nhus.

General Knilak reports that Nhu's departure would be hailed by
military officers. He was told by the Vietnamese Airborne Brigade
Commander of strong dissatisfaction with Nhu. Colonel Lac indicated
that Nhu would not last 24 hours if the United States made clear it
would not tolerate this situation. Tran Quoc Buu, head of the largest
labor organization in Vietnam, claims that his followers believe that
Nhu must go. He fears that should Nhu emerge victorious from the
present crisis, worse blunders will ensue, permitting an eventual Com-
munist takeover. Vo Van Hai believes that Diem cannot regain the
confidence of his people so long as Nhu remains.

We agree with the Country Team assessment that (1) Nhu is
disliked, hated, feared, or distrusted at all levels in the bureaucracy,
the military establishment and urban elite circles, and (2) longstanding
and widespread anti-Nhu feelings have now intensified and crystal-
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lized into blame for the regime’s repressive measures. We also agree
with the MACV assessment that many top level military officers seem
convinced that he could deal with Hanoi and the “great bulk of the

military cannot accept Nhu as leader of South Vietnam under any
conditions”.
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PIEN VAN 118:
THAN PHU & THAN MAU BA NHU
KEU GOQI LAT PO NHA NGO
Foreign Relations of the United States,
1961-1963 Volume 1V, Vietnam, August—-December 1963,
Document 118

(LOT NGU'OI DICH: Ban Ghi Nhé nay, tir cac hd so
da giai mat, viét bai Paul M. Kattenburg, Pho Giam
Péc bPong Nam A Sy Vu tai Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky.
Cudc néi chuyén nay dién ra 3 tudn sau khi LS Tran
o8 Vian Chuong (than phu cta ba Nhu) tir chuc DPai str
3 VN tai Hoa Ky va ba Tran Van Chuong (than miu cua
ba Nhu) tir chirc Quan sat vién VNCH tai LHQ.

Ghi nhan tir 161 ba Chuong néi véoi Kattenburg cac

o diém sau:

e Toan dan Viét Nam déu cim ghét ché do ong Diém;
e Ba Chuong di to chuc biéu tinh chdng nha Ngo
trude Toa Bach Oc;

e Ba Chuong kéu goi cong ddong viét khi thdy ba Nhu
1a 14y xe tong lién, néu khong thi ciing nén ném trimg
va ca chua;

e Ba Chuong goi ba Nhu 1a “dd quy vat” (monster), goi 6ng
Nhu 14 “hung n6” (un barbare) va goi ong Diém 1a ké bat tai
(incompetent);
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e Ong Chuong va nhiéu nha hoat dong dang ban tinh vé mot
chinh phu luu vong dé 1at d6 nha Ngo.

Ban dién van 118 kém voi ban dich nay. Ban Viét dich thuc
hién bdi Cu s Nguyén Giac.)

BAT PAU BAN DICH

118. Ban Ghi Nh¢ vé Cude Noi Chuyén giita Giam Doc
Nhom Vietnam Working Group (Paul Kattenburg) va Ba Tran
Vian Chuong (1)

Hoa Thinh Dén, ngay 16-9-1963, luc 8 gio tdi

Ba Chuong (ND: thin mau ciia ba Nhu) goi toi nhiéu lan
trong ngay, va bao to1 t6i tham ngéi nha moi cua ba dé ban mot

“van dé rat quan trong” ddi voi ba. Khi toi toi d6 luc 8 gio t6i,
t6i thdy mot minh ba thoi. Toi khong thiy 0 ong Dai str Tran Vin
Chuong, du 6ng da goi t6i hdi sang vé mot van dé lién hé.

Chinh phu Bi mat

Ba Chuong ndi véi t6i bang giong an mat rang “nhiéu
nguoi Viét tir tt ca cac phia” da yéu cau chong ba hiy lanh dao
mot chinh phu doan két qudc gia. Khi t6i hoi cu thé tén ngudi,
ba nhéc téi tén ong Nguyén Ton Hoan (Pai Viét, Paris), Pham
Huy Co (luu vong, Paris), va sau d6 ¢6 Bui Van Thinh (cyu Bo
Trudng NOi Vu va Dai st VN tai Nhat Ban).

Ba noi réng chong ba khong bao giod mudn dinh vao

“chinh tri luu vong” nhung bay gio ap luc vao vo chdng ba qua
lon tir qua nhiéu nguoi Viet dé phai am diéu gi ma ba dang xem
xét ¥ kién d6 va mudn c6 10i khuyén cua t6i “nhu mot nguoi
ban.”

T6i n6i di nhién rang toi khong c6 161 nao dé ¢ vén,
ngay ca voi tu cach ca nhan dé dua ra, nhung t6i nghi chung toi
mubn duoc théng bao vé cac dién bién nay. Toi noi rang to1 gia
sir nhu bét ky “chinh pht nao” dwoc dung nén ciing can duy tri
bi mat.

Ba hoi rang My c6 s& tng hd mot chinh phi nhu thé
khong. Toi khong tra 10i thang, chi noi rang toi nghi mot chinh
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phu ra mat s€ cé dugc bat ky su cong nhédn nao trong khi chinh
pha Ong Diém van nim quyén & Sai Gon. Ba néi ba dang noi
vé mot chinh phii bi mAt va sy hd tro bi mat. Toi khong tra 16i
ba gi het ma chi noéi rang mong mudn dugc ba théng bao cac
dién tién.

Ba Nhu

ROi Ba Chwong ndi rang trudc dé ba da tuyén bd véi
cong dong nguoi Viét & New York va Washington (nhiing
ngudi thudng xuyén t6i gip ba dé xin hudng dan va tu van)
rﬁng khi “vg 6ng Nhu” t61, ho nén “lai xe can lén ba Nhu”
(nguyén vin: run her over with a car), va rang néu ho khong c6
thé lam nhu thé, ho nén ném trimg va ca chua vao ba Nhu bat
ctr khi nao ba Nhu xuat hién & cong ching.

Ba Chuong trude do da td chire mot cude biéu tinh trude
Toda Bach Oc voi nhiéu nguoi Viét tham du moi day, va ba co
kha nang t6 chuc biéu tinh chdng “dd quy vat d6” (nguyén van:
monster).

(Dai st Tran Vin Chuong trudc d6 da goi toi hom nay
dé nhan manh rang Ba Nhu khong ¢6 1y do gi dé duogc cac vién
chtrc cao cap Hoa Ky t1ep don, dac biét la Tong Théng My. Néu
ba Nhu biét bay gio rang ba s€ khong dugc tiép don, ba Nhu s&
khéng c6 veé gi mubn toi. Ly do ba Nhu t61 chi la néi chuyén
véi cac vién chuc cap cao; con bao chi va TV chi 1a thr yéu.)

Thém mot diém nita duge tiét 10, tuy c6 vé nhu gian
tiép, boi ba Chuong: Hoa Ky dang mat ban nhanh chong & Viét
Nam va dang phan tmg qua cham dé d6i phé tinh hinh & VN.
Chi c6 mot giai phap duy nhat: loai bé ca Diém va Nhu. My ¢6
trach nhiém phéi lam nhu thé vi ché do ong Diém chi ton tai
duy nhit nhd My hd tro. Tt ca ngudi dan Viét déu ghét ché do
6ng Diém. Nhu I “mot thing hung n6” (nguyén vin ba Chuong
n6i tiéng Phap: un barbare) va Diém 1a mot ké bat tai
(incompetent). Thi My cho cai gi nita?

T6i tim 161 kém ché ba khéo 1éo trong khi gitt duoc su
tin cdy cua ba.

NOTE:

1 Ngudn: B Ngoai Giao My, H6 So Trung Uong, POL
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1 S VIET. Bi Mat. Viét boi Kattenburg vao ngay 17-9-1963.
Trén mot phd ban cua ban ghi nhé nay giri 1én Toa Bach Oc,
Michael Forrestal (thanh vién Hoi Pong An Ninh Qudc Gia)
viét: “Doi sdng gia dinh tai VN”, va viét ké bén 10i ba Chuong
de doa lai xe can 1én con gai cuia ba: “Tinh me.” (Kennedy
Library, National Security Files, Vietnam Country Series,
Memos and Miscellaneous, Part I1)

HET BAN DICH

NGUYEN VAN: >
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118. Memorandum of a Conversation Between the Director of page 237, 238
the Vietnam Working Group (Kattenburg) and Madame
Tran Van Chuong, Washington, September 16, 1963, 8 p.m.’ Foreign Relations of
the United States,

Madame Chuong called me several times during the day and ~ 1961-1963
asked me to come to her new house to discuss a “vital matter” with ~ Volume g’r Viet:am,
her. When I got there at 8:00 p.m., I saw her alone. Ambassador :;g;‘s:o:‘c:‘e'“ntelrm
Chuong was nowhere in sight, although he called me this moming on !

a related matter.

Clandestine Government

Madame Chuong told me in conspiratorial tones that “many
Vietnamese of all parties” had asked her husband to head up a gov-
ernment of national unity. When I asked for specific names, she men-
tioned Nguyen Ton Hoan (Dai Viet, Paris), Pham Huy Co (exile,

! Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 1 S VIET. Secret. Drafted by
Kattenburg on September 17, On a copy of this memorandum sent to the White House,
Forrestal wrote: “Family life in Vietnam”, and next to Madame Chuong's threat to run
over her daughter: “Mother love.” (Kennedy Library, National S y Files, Vietnam
Country Series, Memos and Miscellaneous, Part I)

238 Foreign Relations, 1961-1963, Volume IV

Paris), and later also Bui Van Tinh (former Minister of Interior and
Ambassador to Japan). She said that her husband had never wanted to
get mixed up in “exile politics” but now the pressure on the Chuongs
was so great from so many Vietnamese to do something that she was
considering the idea and wanted my advice “as a friend”".

I said of course I had no advice, not even personal, to offer, but 1
thought we would like to be kept informed of the progress of this
development. I said [ assumed whatever “government” was created
would remain clandestine. She asked whether the U.S. would support
such a government. I did not respond to this but said I thought a
surfaced government could hardly obtain any form of recognition
while the Diem Government remained in power in Saigon. She said
she was speaking of a clandestine government and clandestine sup-
port. I left her further queries unanswered other than to indicate again
desire to be kept informed.

Madame Nhu

Madame Chuong then said that she had told the Vietnamese
community in New York and Washington (who constantly came to her
for guidance and advice) that when the “wife of Nhu” came they
should “run her over with a car” (sic), and that if they could not do
that they should throw eggs and tomatoes at her every time she
appeared in public. She, Madame Chuong, had organized the White
House picket demonstration of Vietnamese recently and she was quite
capable of organizing against this “monster”.

(Ambassador Chuong called me first thing today to stress that
Madame Nhu should under no circumstances be received by high
level U.S. officials, in particular the President. If she knew now that
she would not be received, she would be much less likely to come. Her
reason in coming is primarily to talk to top officials; the press and TV
are only a secondary concern.)

One more point conveyed, though somewhat indirectly, by Ma-
dame Chuong: the U.S. is rapidly losing friends in Viet-Nam and is
moving awfully slowly in coping with the situation. There is only one
solution; get rid of both Diem and Nhu. The U.S. is responsible for
doing it because it is only through U.S. support that the government
holds together. All Vietnamese cordially hate it. Nhu is “un barbare”
and Diem is an incompetent. What is the U.S. waiting for?

[ tried to handle her as tactfully as possible while retaining her

annBlRAsca s
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BO TRUONG MCNAMARA VIET‘TU SAI GON:
DIEM-NHU PAN AP TOAN DAN
Cuw si Nguyén Gidc dich

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963
Volume 1V, Vietnam, August-December 1963,
Document 150

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Ho so nay la cudc phong van ngay 26-9-
1963 tai Sai Gon, do Gido su Bromley Smith tra 161 BO Trudng
Qudc Phong My McNamara luc d6 dang thim VN. Ho so B
Ngoai Giao My ghi rang GS Smith 1a ‘Executive Secretary of
the National Security Council’ -- Thu ky diéu hanh Hoi Pong
An Ninh Quéc Gia -- thuce ra, 1a mot nha vin Hoa Ky da tng ho
ong Diém nhiéu nam, cho téi khi that vong vi cac chinh siach
anh em ong Diém-Nhu truy birc Phat Gido va cac thanh phan
dan chdng.

Ghi nhén tir ho so nay:

e Khong hé c6 chuyén xo xat gitta Thién Chtia Gido va Phat
Giao.

e Ca giao dan Thién Chtia Gido va Phat Tt déu bat man ché do
ong Diém.

e Ché d6 khong duy tri bang 1y tuong tu do, ma chi bang ban
phat 4n hué va bit bg -- nha ti & Nam VN da chat.

e Dai hoc khong ddm md ctra lai, vi ti€én doan sinh vién s€
xudng duong -- ca Khoa Truéng Pai Hoc Vian Khoa ciing s&
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biéu tinh.
e Vi¢t Cong chua loi dung duogc thoi ky bt 6n chinh trj nay, vi
lanh dao chinh tri ctia ho yéu kém.

Ban dich thuc hién boi Cw si Nguyén Gidc.)

BAT PAU BAN DICH

150. Phiic trinh do B6 Truéng Qudc Phong McNamara
viét (1)

Sai Gon, ngay 26 thang 9 ndm 1963

Bo Truong McNamara phong van Gido su Smith (2)
ngay 26-9-1963

Smith, mét gido su tai mot dai hoc Hoa Ky hang dau,
noi tiéng Viét luu loat, 1a mdt hoc gia vé bong Phuong Hoc, ¢
lién hé rong voi nhiéu lanh dao ca Bic VN va Nam VN, va
trong viéc 1am hang ngay dugc doc nhiéu ban chép xudng cac
bubi phat thanh tir Bic VN va thw ca nhin va cic ho so khac
dwoe bi mat dwa ra khéi Bic VN.

GS Smith vira hoan tit mot chuyén thim Nam VN,
trude d6 da tirng tham noi nay trong nam 1960 va 1953. Trong
chuyén di 1963 nay, GS Smith khong di nhiéu ra ngoai Sai Gon.
Trong mot budi phong van dai véi Bo Truong McNamara, GS
Smith noi:

1. Khi téi Nam VN, ong ta tin 1a Hoa Ky c6 thé lam viéc
chung v6i Diém dugc va s& nguy hiém néu thay d6i gi. Sau
nhiéu tuan 18 & day, 6ng ta da phai ddi y.

2. Diém da gia kinh khing so voi nim 1960. Diém dau
6c cham roi.

3. Nhu 1a nguoi cé lung bi dua sat twuong; Nhu da gay
ndi sg bi bat trong ca nhimg ngudi ngoai gisi chinh tri thudce
moi thanh phan & Sai Gon; Nhu dang t6i mirc hét hoang va da
to1 giai doan tuyét vong.

4. Diém s& khong ton tai qua 24 gio néu khong c¢6 Nhu,
nguoi phy trach cac mén hdi 16 (LND: nguyén vin “Nhu who
handles the bribes and...” ¢6 thé hiéu ring Nhu ban phat 4n hué
vat chat dé ché do ton tai, chir khong con néu 1én chinh nghia
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thé gidi tw do nita.) va van dung nhitng ngudi ung ho can thiét
dé ton tai. Nhu s& khong tho ndi qua 24 gio néu khéng cé chiée
40 choang uy tin ciia Diém. Hai anh em biét 13 ho cin nhau.

5. Khong c6 cach nao dé tw do héa ché dd nay. Diém
khong c6 kha ning thay dbi. Do vy ching ta (Hoa Ky) phai
chon lya, hodc 14 chién théng cung ché do nady, hodc 1a ho trg dé
thay d6i ché do.

6. Trong nhidu nam, cong chung di chi trich ché do
nhung chi lam nhu thé sau ban tay cua ho. Bay gio thi chi trich
cong khai roi, tir dan ching trén dudng phd, va tir ca cac chién
binh va canh sat.

7. Céch ché do déi xir voi Phat Tir da déic biét lam nghén
hong moi giai cap nguoi Viét. Ho kinh hoang vi chuyén dung
quan doi tan cong noi tho phuong. Viée d6 danh sau hon bét cir
gi ma ché d6 da 1am va hanh ddng d6é giy bat man tir ca gido
dan Thién Chia Giaé va Phat Ti. Khong c6 chuyén x6 xat
gitta Thién Chtia Gido va Phat Gido. Trong qua khir khong hé
¢6 to chirc chinh thitc Phit Gido nao; dot nhién dan ching
dugc t6 chirc v6i cac ban tin phat ra, van van. Trudc gio ¢ su
chdng d6i an tang d6i véi ché do va rdi hién 10 ra trong gidi
Phat T sau su kién Hué. D6 hién nhién 1a mot chuyén dong
chinh tri, khong phai ton gido.

8. Piém dau tién dé nghién ctru can trong la: Ching ta
c¢6 thé chién thing voi ché do nay khong? GS Smith tin la
khong thé chién thing néi. Roi thi, chiing ta d6i dién véi cau
hoi 1a phai thay d6i ché do. Bat ky chuyén dong nao ra khoi ché
d6 nay déu cuc ky rui ro. Vi sinh vién, cling nhu Phat Tir déu
khong 14t d6 ndi ché do nay. Chi cé ddo chanh quén sy hay
mot ci am sat méi hiéu qui, va mot trong hai chuyén nay
nhiéu phan thdy sap xay ra. Trong truong hop nhu thé, chung ta
(Hoa K¥) ¢6 50% co hoi s& thay sang stia hon.

9. Chinh sach giit im liang ciia Dai st di dwoc chip
thuan tir moi noi, chi trir tir Phu Téng Thong Nam VN.

10. Tudéng Thompson néi tuan trudc rang chuong trinh
ap chién lugc cho thiy s& thanh cong. Pai phat thanh tir Bic VN
da chi trich nang né nhét 1a chuong trinh 4p chién luoc.
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11. Xuyén qua cic nguodn tin doc lap, GS Smith xac
nhan rang Nhu d3 néi v6i nha bao Joseph Alsop nhitng gi ma
Alsop viét bai n6i rang Nhu dd noi (3) va riang Bic VN di tim
t6i Nhu xuyén qua nguwoi Phap, nhu Nhu da noi.

12. Mot dai ta quan doi [Hoa Ky], mgt ban chung cua ca
Nhu va GS Smith, may hom trudc béo céo rang Nhu héi thim
do rang Quan ddi sé phan &ng thé nao ddi véi nhirng cudc
thwong thuyét véi Bic VN. Dai td nay noi véi Nhu rang ong
ta s€ khong song t&i 24 gid sau khi khoi su thuong thuyét nhu
the.

13. Néu Cong san kiém soét toan bd Nam VN, s& khong
con lanh tu chinh tri nao trén toan vung Chau A dit niém tin
vao thé giéi Tay Phuong nita. Thyc sy, mat niém tin s& khong
chi & trong cac linh dag Chau A.

14. Chinh pha My khong thé lam bét ctr gi khac hon 13,
hodc cong khai ung ho Diém hodc giir im ling. Néu chiing ta
giir chinh sach im lang, mot cudc dio chanh cé 1€ sé xdy ra
trong vong 4 tuin 1& DAy ciing & canh bac xem ai s& nim
quyén sau chinh phu quan sy tam thoi.

15. Cac giao su tai Vién Pai Hoc Sai Gon néi rang hoan
canh bay gio' y hét nhw dia nguc; néu Pai hoc mé ctra lai, cac
sinh vién lai s& xudng duong va s& c6 tham du cia Khoa
Truéng Pai Hoc Van Khoa ( “Dean of the Literary School”).

16. Nhu dang bat giam thém nhiéu ngudi, va cing thiang
ngay cang ting. Va khi cing thang ting thém, tinh than binh si
bi anh huong. Viéc g& bo gii nghiém va thiét quan luat da di
kém v6i hién twong ntra dém vao nha bit nguoi. C4c nha tu
chua bao gio chiat nhw hién nay.

17. Cudc dao chanh do My hé tro s& lam hong muc tiéu
ctia chinh n6. Chiing ta s& c6 thé gap mot chinh phii mang tiéng
Ia bup-bé cia My.

18. Viét Cong chua lgi dung duogc thoi ky bat 6n chinh
tri nay, vi 1anh dao chinh tri cua ho yéu kém va vi Bic VN trong
khi dang gap nan déi trim trong lai wdc mudn thuong thuyét voi
Nam VN.

19. S& 1a mo mang néu tin rang “dan chu” s& hiéu qua
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trong hoan canh hién nay & Nam VN. Nhiéu bién phap dan ap
ciia ché do Diém s& tiép tuc boi ché do ké tiép. Nhung dan
ching s& chap nhan nhu thé mot thoi gian, néu chinh phu giai
thich tai sao ap dung nhu thé va khi nao s& c6 thé g6 bo bicn
phap manh. Nhidu nguoi & Nam VN hién nay néi vé sw lra
chon giira viéc dan ap bét tin cia Diém hay la viéc dan ap
bt tin ciia nguwdi Cong san.

20.Nhiéu ngudi tai Nam VN thiy kho hiéu vé thai do
cia My. Chinh phu [M§y] khong ndi chung mot tiéng noi. Néu
chinh phu My, sau khi t61 [Bo Truong Quoc Phong McNamara]
vé nude, khong noi gi vé viéc ing ho ché do Diém, mét cudce
bung nd sé xay ra trong vong 2 hay 3, hay 4 tuan 1& nita.

Ky tén: Robert S. McNamara (4)

GHI CHU:

(1) Ngudn: Trung tim Vin khé Qudc gia Washington National
Record Center, RG 330, Hd so vé McNamara: FRC 71-A-3470,
H6 so va Ghi chii luu trit 9/25/63—Chuyén di t6i Nam VN. Bi
mat.

(2) Theo loi William P. Bundy, nguoi di kém B Trudng
McNamara téi Nam VN, Gido su Smith 13 tén gia. Bundy ké
rang “Smith,” ngudi lic d6 dang ¢ Sai Gon, “la mot sinh vién
dai han va 1a nha van viét vé& Viét Nam nguoi trude d6 ung hod
manh mé& 6ng Diém cho t6i thoi ky d6.” Bundy nghi rang y kién
cua Smith ¢6 “suc nang dac biét” vi trudc do6 Smith ung ho
Diém. Bundy nhd rang 6ng c6 4n tuong luc d6 rang 1oi khai ciia
Smith ¢6 “strc ning 16n ddi v6i McNamara.” (B6 Ngoai Giao
Hoa Ky, Phong Sir Gia, Cac cudc phong van vé VN, William R
Bundy, June 26, 1984)

(3) Xem ghi cha footnote 2, Document 151.

(4) DBuoc in tir mot pho ban c6 chit ky danh may.

HET BAN DICH

Hinh chup 3 trang 293, 294 va 295 )
trong FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume IV, Vietnam, Tai liéu so 150.
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150. Report by the Secretary of Defense (McNamara)'

Saigon, September 26, 1963.

REPORT OF McNAMARA 26 SEPTEMBER 63 INTERVIEW WITH
PROFESSOR SMITH?

Smith, a professor at a leading American University, speaks
Vietnamese fluently, is an oriental scholar, possesses wide contact
among the leaders of both North and South Vietnam, and in the
course of his daily work has access to transcripts of NVN radio broad-
casts and to personal letters and other documents smuggled out of
NVN. He is just completing a visit to SVN, having last visited the
country in 1960 and 1953. During this trip he did not travel exten-
sively outside of Saigon. In a long interview with McNamara he
stated:

1. He brought with him to SVN a belief that we could probably
manage to get along with Diem and it would be dangerous to make a
change. After several weeks here, he has changed his mind.

2. Diem has aged terribly since 1960. He is slow mentally.

3. Nhu is a person with his back to the wall; he has spread the
fear of arrest in non-political figures throughout all segments of Sai-
gon; he is in a panic and has reached a stage of desperation.

4. Diem would not last 24 hours without Nhu who handles the
bribes and manipulates the power base necessary for his survival. Nhu
would not last 24 hours without the cloak of Diem’s prestige. Each
knows his need for the other.

5. It is impossible to liberalize the regime. Diem is incapable of
changing. Therefore we must choose between winning with the re-
gime as it is or supporting a change to another.

6. For years the public has been criticizing the regime but has
done so behind their hands. Now the criticism is open, by people in
the streets, and participated in by soldiers and policemen.

7. The treatment of the Buddhists has particularly stuck in the
gullets of all class of Vietnamese. They are shocked by the use of
troops on sacred ground. It has struck deeper than anything else the

: Washington National Record Center, RG 330, McNamara Files: FRC
71-A'-2N70, Back-up Documents and Notes, 9/25/63—Trip to SVN. Secret.

According to William P. Bundy, who accompanied McNamara to Vietnam, Profes-
sor Smith is a pseudonym. Bundy recalls that “Smith,” who was also In Saigon at the
time, “was a long-standing uulmt and writer on Vietnam who had been a totally
strong supporter of Diem up to that point.” Bundy thinks that “Smith's” opinions
carried “special weight” because of his previous support for Diem. He remembers that it
was his impression at the time that “Smith’s” testimony had “considerable weight with
McNamara.” (Department of State, Office of the Historian, Vietnam Interviews, William
P. Bundy, June 26, 1984)
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regime has done and the action disgusts Catholics and Buddhists alike.
There is no Buddhist-Catholic clash. There has been no formal Bud-
dhist organization in the past; suddenly people have been organized
with press handouts, etc. There was latent opposition to the regime
throughout the country which crystalized around the Buddhists after
the Hue incident. It is clearly a political and not a religious movement.

8. The first point to study carefully is: Can we win with this
regime. He believes we cannot. Then we must face the question of
what is going to replace it. Any movement away from the regime is
extremely risky. Neither the students nor the Buddhists can overthrow
the government. Only a military coup or an assassination will be
effective and one or the other is likely to occur soon. In such circum-
stances we have a 50% chance of getting something better.

9. The Ambassador’s policy of silence has won approval every-
where except in the palace,

10. Thompson said last week the strategic hamlet program has
proven it will work. The NVN broadcasts have attacked nothing as
much as the hamlet program,

11. Through independent sources he has confirmed that Nhu told
Alsop what Alsop reported Nhu said® and that the NVN have ap-
proached Nhu through the French as Nhu reported.

12. A colonel in the Army, a mutual friend of Nhu and the
professor, reports that a few days ago Nhu inquired how the Army
would react to negotiations with the NVN. The colonel told Nhu that
he would not live 24 hours after the start of such negotiations.

13. If the Communists take over control of SVN, not another
political leader in all of Asia will place any confidence in the world of
the West. Indeed, the loss of confidence will not be limited to Asian
leaders.

14. The American government cannot do anything other than to
either publicly support Diem or keep our mouths shut. If we follow the
latter policy, a coup will probably take place within four weeks. It will
be a gamble as to who will take over power after an interim military
government.

15. Professors at the University in Saigon report life has been hell;
if the University is reopened the students will be out on the streets and
the Dean of the Literary School will be with them.

16. Nhu is putting more and more people into jail and tension is
continuing to rise. As tension rises it will eventually affect the morale
of the troops. The elimination of the curfew and martial law have been
accompanied by increasing arrests in the middle of the night. The jails
have never been as full.

? See footnote 2, infra.
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17. Coup plotting by the US would defeat its own end. We would
end up with a government tarred with the reputation of an American

t.

18. The VC have not taken advantage of the period of political
instability because their political leadership is poor and NVN facing a
disastrous food shortage wishes an accommodation with SVN.

19. It is soft-headed to believe that “democracy” will work under
today’s conditions in SVN. Many of the Diem regime’s repressive
measures would be continued by a successor regime. But the people
will tolerate them for a time if the government will explain why they
are imposed and when they may be lifted. Many in SVN today talk of
a choice between perpetual repression under Diem or perpetual re-
pression under Communists.

20. Many in SVN have been puzzled by the US attitude. The
government has not spoken with one voice. If the US government,
following my return, says nothing to support the Diem regime, an
explosion will occur within 2, 3, or 4 weeks.

Robert S. McNamara*

* Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature.
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_ “VUA LE” NGO PINH DIEM
VA “CHUA TRINH” NGO PINH NHU

Nguyén Kha

Trong dién vin ma s6 “POL 15S VIET” danh di tir Sai
Gon, gii cho Bd Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky lic 7 gio t6i ngiy
7/10/1963, Pai st Cabot Lodge di chuyén vé Washington mdt
sd thong tin dé tim cach giai thich thai do chdng My cua ong
Nhu. Trong mét phan ciia dién van d6, Pai st Lodge d trich
dan hai phat bleu cia ong Nhu tra 161 nha bao Gambino trong
cudc phong van cua Tuan bao L Expresso tai Y vao ngay
3/10/1963 (Ban dich Anh ngi cta bai phong van nay dugc kém
chung véi Memo ngay 24/10 clia chuyén gia Pong Nam A Paul
Kattenburg giri cho 6ng Michael Forrestal, phu ta cua C6 van
An ninh Qudc gia McGeorge Bundy). Nguyén vin tiéng Anh
hai phét biéu d6 la:

“If the Americans were to interrupt their help, it may
not be a bad thing after all” (“Neu ngwoi My ngung hé tro,
thi d6 chwa hin 13 mét diéu xiu dau”)

2. He said that if his father-in-law, former Ambassador
Chuong, were to “come to Saigon, I will have his head cut off. 1
will hang him in the center of a square and to let him dangle
there. My wife will make the knot on the rope because she is
proud of being a Vietnamese and she is a good patriot” (Ong
Nhu néi rang néu vi B6 vo ciia éng ta, cwu Pai st [Tran
Vin] Chwong, ma “vé Sai Gon, tdi sé cho cit dau ong ta. Toi
s€ treo ¢6 ong ta giira mdt quang truwong va dé cho xac dng
ta treo liing ling & d6. [Chinh] Vo t6i sé budc niit gidy thong
long vi v t6i hanh dién 1a m§t ngudi Viét Nam va vi vo toi
12 mdt nguoi yéu nuée tét lanh”)
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the revolutionary transformation of society which is the prerequisite of
vnct.orﬁ. Then come these words: “If the Americans were to interrupt
their help, it may not be a bad thing after all.” He said that if his
father-in-law, former Ambassador Chuong, were to “come to Saigon, I
will have his head cut off. I will hang him in the center of a square and
let him dangle there. My wife will make the knot on the rope because
she is proud of being a Vietnamese and she is a good patriot.”

bién van nc”iy dwoc luu trir tai 2 trang 385 va 386 cua Tdp
FRUS (Foreign Relations of the United States) ciia Bo Ngoai
Giao My, 1961-1963, Tap 1V, duoi dé muc 186, tieu muc
652.2.b.

Dao phu chinh tri

Phat biéu thir nhat 1a dé ong Nhu gian tiép nhin nhe véi
ngudi My va cac “nguoi anh em” vé trién vong mot thé cd méi
néu My rat khoi mién Nam Viét Nam. Ha Noi va Washington
ma nghe cdu danh gia hoang tudng ndy ciia mot ké mang bénh
cudng vi chic s& dién dau ...Chinh 6ng Mieczylaw Maneli,
vi dai dién Ba Lan tirng lam trung gian cho Ha Ngi va ong Nhu
lién lac v6i nhau, sau ndy khi hoi twong lai, cling da phai phé
phan rang: "Cdp lanh dao cia ché dé Diém-Nhu da bi bénh cdn
thi nang né ma téi ¢é thé so sanh véi can bénh cia gioi
13nh dao Cong san kiéu Xit-ta-lin" [The leaders of the Diem-
Nhu regime suffered from definite myopia which | might
compare with the myopia of the Stalinist-type Communist
leaders (Mieczylaw Maneli, War of The Vanquished, Harper &
Row, New York 1972, trang 150)].

Va phat biéu thtr nhi 12 dé 6ng trit ndi cam thu cta vo
chdng 6ng 1én hanh dong cta ong bd vo / bd rudt Tran Vin
Chuong dam tir chirc Dai st tai My (22-8-1963) dé “phdn doi
chinh sdch nhiéu nguoi cho la wu ddi dao Thién Chla gido La
Ma& ciia Tong thong Ngé Pinh Diém” (theo New York Times)
va sau d6 dd van dong chinh giéi My dé loai trir cap vo chong
Ng6 Pinh Nhu-Tran Lé Xuan ra khoi chinh truong hau giup
ong Diém vuot qua cudc khung hoang tai mién Nam Viét Nam.
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Ngoai ra, 6ng Nhu di chung to rat tim dau ¥ hiép voi vo
minh khi don phrong n6i dum cho ba Nhu ring dén B ruot ma
ba s& con giup chong budc nut gidy treo ¢d, va 1y hanh dong dé
de “hanh dién la mot nguoi Viét Nam”, thi chuyén ba thich tha
VO tay va san sang “cung cap thém xang > 3 nhin cac nha su bi

“nwéng song” chang co gilala ca. Vidung la * ‘ndi nao thi ap
vung d6”! Chi la 1a cai niém “hanh dién” bénh hoan v6 dao dutic
va phi nhan tinh d6 khong biét ong ba Nhu di tim dugc ¢ dau
trong “ngudi Viét Nam”? Hay la trong dan toc Vi¢t Nam, vao
thoi diém d6 tai mién Nam, da c6 rdi mot thiéu s6 bi “thdi hon”
dé tro thanh bénh hoan nhu thé?

Dung 1a phong cach va ngén ngir cia mdt tén dao phu
hiéu sat trén phap truong chinh tri, giét ngudi khong gom tay!
Vi (ngudi than nhung nay da trd thanh) dbi lap chinh tri ma
6ng Nhu con cong khai doi "cat dau, treo ¢6" nhu thé thi “dan
chu” ¢ dau, “ty do” & dau trong cai goi la nén D¢ Nhat Cong
hoa “Nhdn vi Duy linh”? Cho nén ta khong ngac nhién khi tur
ngdi cao CH van Chinh tri trong dinh Toéng théng day quyén
binh, ké "dao phu chinh tri" d6 da hoac chu muu, hodc ra Iénh,
hodc cho phép, hodc dong y diéu dong mot bay thu ha mat vy
Can Lao 4c 6n nhu Lé Quang Tung, Duong Vin Hiéu, Nguyén
Vin Y, Nguyén Vin Hay, Khuu Van Hai, Tran Baru Liém, xem
mang nguol nhu cé rac, xay nhiing nha tu biét giam vo ludt
phap nhu P42, thiét 1ap danh sach ngudi My s& bi am sat dé hu
doa nan nhan, ra Iénh cho DPai Gy Phi cong Huynh Minh Puong
tha bom danh chim chién ham HQ 401 dang ché tu nhén quan
sy va chinh tri trén duong ra Con bao, gai bay thanh vién Phéi
doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Qudc choi gai diém dé chup hinh lam
chantage, va xudng tay thu tiéu (dao dam, sing béan, nhét vao
bao b tha troi song, ...) khong biét bao nhiéu ngudi yéu nudc
nhu Vii Tam Anh, Ta Chi Diép, HO Héan Son, Ung Béo Toan,
Truong Tt An, Nguyén Tan Qué ...
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Nhat bao El Paso Herald Post tai Tiéu bang Texas, sé ra ngay thi Bay, 5 thang 10
ném 1963 trang 6, tua dé “Sixth Viet Nam Buddhist Burns” c6 mét doan dang tin vé

“... Dissatisfaction with the regime of President Ngo Dinh Diem also appeared to be
spreading to the armed forces. Vietnamese pilot Capt Huynh Minh Duong landed at
Pochentong Airport at Phnom Penh, Cambodia, today and asked for political asylum to
protest Diem’s policies. Duong was the third Vietnamese pilot to ask for asylum
recently.”

lan tran dén q_u_.a"h iﬁt.m Ei”,_"u_y_ Phi céng Viét Nam Huynh Mmh"ﬂuong da ha canh
xu6ng Phi tru()ng Pochentong tai Phnom Pénh (o} Cam 86t h6m nay vé xin ti nan

Nam thu, ba xin ti nan gan day”

[Nguén: http://newspaperarchive.com/el-paso-herald-post/1963-10-05/page-6 ]

& | Jt wiwp

Virginia Tumer ™= == i Sith Viet Nam
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$33-0343

Nhdt bdo El Paso Herald Post (EI Paso, Texas) ra ngay 5 thang
10 nam 1963, tra ng 6,dang tin Dai uy Phi cong Viét Nam
Hupnh Minh Puong ha canh xudng phi trirong Pochentong tai
Phnom  Penh xin ti nan  chinh  tri. ﬂ\fguon
http://newspaperarchive.com/el-paso-herald-post/1963-10-

05/page-6)

Can luu y rang cudc phong van voi bao L ‘Expresso
nay duoc dién ra vao dau thang 10 nim 1963, khi mién Nam
khong con phan khai va an ninh nhu tir nim 1955 dén 1959
ntia.

Ba nam khiing hoédng

m That vay, tir diu nim 1960, ngay 26- 1, lyc luong vi
trang cua dich di chiém don Trang Sap va gay ton that nang né
cho Su doan 21. Tét Canh Ti nam d6, bia bao Tw Do sb Xuan
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in hinh biém hoa v& 5 con chudt gam nhdm trai dua hiu mién
Nam dé "tha vat hoa" va ché diéu 5 anh em nha Ngo, khién
Dinh Bgc Lap dién 1én, cho méat vu dap pha toa soan va tich thu
nhimg s6 bao con lai. Roi ngay 26-4, mot tap hop 18 vi nhan si
tri thirc thudc Khdi Tw Do Tién B (con goi la nhom Caravelle),
tiéu biéu cho thanh phan chinh tri vu to cua mién Nam, ra
tuyén ngdn td cdo chinh quyén doc tai bat Iyc va doi cai to
chinh sach. Hé quéa cua tuyén ngdn nay 1a 4 bo truong than tin
tir chtre ra di (Lam L& Trinh - Noi Vu, Tran Trung Dung - Qudc
Phong, Tran Chanh Thanh - Thong Tin, va Nguyén Van Si - Tu
Phép). Hai tuan sau, ngay 11-11, lyc lugng Nhiy Du (Nguyén
Chanh Thi, Vuong Van DPong, Hoang Co Thuy, Phan Quang
Pan) tan cong va bao vay Dinh DPoc 1ap doi thay ddi lanh dao.
Vao cudi nam, ngay 20-12-1960, Mt Tran Dan Toc Giai Phong
Mién Nam ra doi tai TAy Ninh, thach thtc tinh chinh danh cta
chinh phu Ng6 Pinh Diém trén vii dai chinh tri trong va ngoai
nudc.

m Niam 1961 13 ndm té nhat vé mat chinh tri nhung lai
cuc ky t& hai vé tinh hinh an ninh tai nhiéu tinh. Ngay 28-4,
toan dan di bau Tong théng nhiém ky II véi két qua ma ai ciing
biét trude: Lién danh Ngo Dinh Diém-Nguyén Ngoc Tho thing
88% s& phiéu cir tri (hai lién danh kia chiém 7% va 4%).
Khoéng giita nam, ngay 2-7, Hoi nghi “Bai Poan Két Toan Dén
Chong Cong” do 6ng Nhu thiét ké va chu tri nhdm tom thau va
khdng ché céc sinh hoat chinh tri tai Sai Gon. Nhung Hoi Nghi
da bi tan v& ngay tir dau vi ¥ d0 ctia 6ng Nhu bi phat hién nén
cac dang phai thi dung ngoai va gidi sinh hoat chinh tri thi
khong hop téc.

Trong khi d6, Viét Cong tin coéng va lam cha nhiéu
quan huyén, thdm chi con chiém dong trung tam tinh ly Kién
Hoa (1-4). Bac cong Viét Cong dat bom va ném lyu dan ngay
tai Sai Gon, xua 2,500 dan biéu tinh pha réi cudc bau cit Tong
thdng nhiém ky II (9-4) tai thii d6. Pich khéng ché Cong truong
Pa Nhim nhiéu ngay, bit va ha sat Quan truong Pon Duong.
Ngay 28-6, danh bai quan do6i tai T6 Hap (Khanh Hoa); va ngay
16-7, Tiéu doan 502 cua dich danh bai mot Tiéu doan Du tai
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Kién Phong. Ngay 18-9, Viét Cong dbt pha tinh ly Phudc
Thanh, ha sat Thiéu t4 Tinh truong Nguyén Minh Man, va ngay
1-10, bat coc rdi ha sat Pai ta Nguyén Thuy Nam, Truéng Phai
doan Viét Nam lién lac Uy Ban Kiém Soat Pinh chién. ..

Truge tinh hinh nguy ngap nay, ngay 10- 10, 6ng Diém
ky Séc 1énh 209-TTP ban bd “tinh trang khan cap trén toan
lanh the”, yéu cau Qudc Hoi danh cho Tong thdng quyén duoc
ban nhirng sdc luat ddc biét vé an ninh, va ngay 7-12, 6ng Diém
guri thu cau ctru v6i Tong théng Kennedy.

m Nam 1962 md man vao sang 27-2 véi mot trai bom tu
ch1ec khu truc A-1H Skyrider ctia Trung 0y Nguyen Van Cur tha
Xuong canh trai Dinh Dc Lép, noi c6 phong 6c¢ sinh sdng va
lam viéc cua gia dinh 6ng Nhu. Vuy nay do mot s6 thanh vién
ctia Viét Nam Qudc Dan Dang va Viét Qudc t6 chtrc. Phi cong
ctia chiéc khu truc thir nhi 1 Trung ay Pham Phi Quéc bi bat,
va bi phat hién thu¢c dong doi danh gia cia cu Pham Phi Thtr ¢
Quang Nam (noi 6ng anh truéng Ngd Pinh Khoi tung la
mot Tong Ddc tham nhiing), lai cang lam cho anh em nha Ngo

. dau nhoi. Pa thé, tinh hinh chién sy thé tham dén ndi ngay
31 3, 6ng Diém da phai gui thong diép chinh thirc cho nguyén
thu cua 92 quoc gia trén thé giéi yéu cau yém trg Viét Nam
Cong Hoa chdng lai xdm lang cta Cong san tir mién Béc. Tinh
hinh kinh té ciing chang sang siia gi: Bernard Nalty (trong Rival
Ideologies in Divided Nations) cho biét “Kinh té Viét Nam déu
phu thudc vao Kinh vién va Quan vién cua My”, va diéu tra cua
Robert Scigliano (trong Vietnam, A Country At War) xac nhan
“Viet Cong da chiém dwoc 80% nong thon cua Viét Nam Cong
Hoa”.

Gan cubi nim, Bac si Pham Huy Co, mdt chinh khach
tén tudi, cong khai da kich chinh sach doc tai gia dinh tri, da
cung mot s6 chinh trj gia thanh 1ap Héi dong Céch Mang Qubc
gia r01 thuyet phuc Hoa Ky ngung ting ho ong Diém. Ong lap
luan rang nén doc tai gia dinh tri ciia ché d6 Diém chi lam loi
cho Cong San Ha N§i va Mat tran Gidi phong. D nhién, 6ng da
bi bat giam ngay.
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Vua Lé Chuia Trinh

Tinh hinh trdm trong, don dap va phtrc tap trong ba nim
1960, 1961 va 1962 nay da cang ngay cang boc 16 nhitng khuyét
diém vé kha nang lanh dao cia 6ng ‘quan Thuong thu Ng6 Dinh
Diém nhung ciing dong thoi 1am diy 1én nhitng tham vong ctia
ong siéu c6 van Ngo6 Dinh Nhu. That vay, ngay tir khi ong Diém
1én lam Tong thong mot nudc Cong hoa hién dai cho dén dau
thap nién 60, tim chét va ky ning cua 6ng Diém nhu mot 6ng
quan dau tinh triéu Nguyén hinh nhu van khong kha hon duoc
chdt nao. Chinh vi Pong Ly Vin Phong gan giii ciia 6ng Diém
mo ta rang “Tri ndo ong Diém khong quen ly hoi sw gi truu
tiong va tong quat. Ong chi wa viéc cu the ma ong hinh dung
dwogc ro moi chiu la can, ong xet dinh vé ‘tung tru’ong hop va
firng cong tac dé hon la vé toan dién van dé. Ong c6 thé chi lam
dwoc mét tong thanh tra tan man, suc sqo nhuw vién ky su
Bigorne thoi Phéap thudc: Gid éng lam tong thanh tra nhw
Bigorne khéng chirng lam dwoc vigc hon mét Tong thong ...”
(Poan Thém, Nhitng Ngay Chua Quén, nxb Dai Nam, Sai Gon
1969, trang 200). Cho nén choang ngop trudce nhiéu bién dong
phirc tap va don déap cta 3 nam qua, Vua Lé nhu nhugc va bét
tai dang tir tir phai chia sé quyén luc va nuong dua nhiéu hon
vao mot Chiia Trinh cang ldc cang tham quyén. Cac sir gia
nghién ciru vé giai doan 3 nim dau cta thap nién 60°, xin chu ¥
dén hién tugng chuyén quyén 1y thi nay dé danh gia cho ding
hai 6ng Nhu Diém t0i ai nang tdi ai nhe. Tai vi 6ng Nhu mai
chinh 1a kién trac su va ciing 1a nha thau c6 ging chdng
do nhung cudi cung lai phd natngdi nha Dé Nhat Cong
Hoa da toi ta trong khoang thoi gian dy giong bio nay.

Qua dén nam 1963, thi tinh trang “Vua Lé Chua Trinh”
cang rd nét song song voi nhiing bién cb soi dong trong nim
nay:

Ngay 2-1 dau nam la thét bai thé tham ¢ tran Ap Bic,
tinh Dinh Tuong (trong qua trinh trién khai chién lugc Tryc
thing van va Thiét xa van do My vién tro) khién nhiéu giéi
chtrc trong va ngoai chinh quyén My dit lai van dé hiéu qua cua
cac chuong trinh quan vién.
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Thang 2, nham Tet Quy Mio, 1a lic nhitng mau thuan
quyén luc va quyén loi n6 16n giita cac anh em Ngé Dinh: Hai
ong Diém-Nhu mot bén, hai 6ng Thuc- Can mot bén, voi ba Nhu
nhay nhot tung tang d6 dau vao lira... Thang 5 cho dén thang 8
1a phong trao dau tranh doi binh dang ton gido clia Phat tir voi
vu nd sung giét nguoi & Hué, cude tu thiéu cua Hoa thuong
Thich Quang Pirc & Sai Gon, va cudc tdn cong "Nude Li" cac
chua toan qudc bit giam hon 1,400 Tang Ni va Cu si cta Luc
luong Dic biét. Ngay 23/8, trong khi sinh vién hoc sinh thay thé
Tang Ni Phat tir (da bi bat giam) xudng duong ram rd thi Chanh
Van phong Phu Tong thong V& Van Hai va Bo truong Phu
Tong Thong Nguyén DPinh Thuan doi loai bo 6ng Nhu ra khoi
chinh quyén. Mot loat cc vién chiic cao cap khac nhu Ngoai
truong Vii Van MAu, Dai st Tran Van Chuong ciing tir chic
(hoic bi dudi nhu Giam ddc S& Nghién ctru Chinh tri Bac si
Tran Kim Tuyén, Chu tich Quan iy Dang Can Lao Trung ta
Nguyén Vin Chau).

‘... Tw luc do tro di, nhitng phan khang cua Phdt tu
tang truong thanh mot phong trao lon manh va co goc ré véi sw
yém tro rong rai trong gioi sinh vién, tri thwc va ngay cd val
nguoi trong cong dong Céng gido. Biét rang tinh trang bat o6n
dd lan tran dén gidi quan sy va vai si quan dang lén ké hoach
dao chanh, ong Nhu da ngam ngam duw dinh mot ké hoach cuc
ky rdc roi dé nghzén nat phong trao Phdt ti, dé 16i cho qudn doi
va chiém doat quyén klem soat chinh phu cua 6ng Diém. Ong ta
dd di dén két lugn rang anh minh [ong Diém] qud mém yéu
nén khéng cai tri dwoc nita. Ong Nhu da kéu am lén voi
[Truong] van phong CIA [tai Sai Gon la] John Richardson vao
thang 6 rang “TOi chang thém coi dng anh t6i /Diém] ra gi
niva. Néu mot chinh phu khong du svc ap dung ludt lé duoc
nita, chinh phii @6 sé do”. Ong Nhu con néi thém rang ché do
ndy thi “quan lai va phong kién” dén mirc vé phwong ciru
chita.”

[From that point, the Buddhist protests grew a powerful
deeply rooted movement with broad support among students,
intellectuals, and even some among Catholic community.
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Aware that unrest had spread to the military and certain officers
were planning a coup, Nhu hatched a byzantine plan to crush
the Buddhist movement, blame the military and seize the
control of the government from Diem. He had concluded that
his brother become too weak to rule. “I don’t give a damn about
my brother,” Nhu exclaimed to CIA station John Richardson in
June, “If a government is incapable to apply the law, it should
fall.” The regime, he said, was incurably “mandarin and
feudal”. (Randall B. Woods, Shadow Warrior, William Egan
Colby and The CIA, nxb Basic Books, New York 2013, trang
219)].

Thai d6 6ng Nhu xem thuong 6ng Diém “khdng ra gi”
d6, chinh ba Nhu, gan 20 nim sau, trong mdt cudc phong van
vao nam 1982, khi so sanh tuong quan gitra ong anh Tong
thong Di¢m va chong ba cling dé xac nhan rang “Ong ta bzet rat
ré rang chong t6i cé thé cai tri [ddt nwéc] ma khéng can éng
ta, nhung 6ng ta khong thé cai tri néu khéng cé chong téi”
[Because he knew very well that my husband can do without
him but he could not do without my husband (Chuong trinh
“Vietnam: A Television History”, dai truyén hinh PBS, phét
hinh nam 1983)]

TRANSCR MY

Bdn chép lai (Transcript) cudc phong vin ba Ngé Dinh
Nhutrong Chuong trinh “Vietnam: A Television History ”, dai
truyén hinh PBS phat hinh nam 1983

Cho nén, dé hoan tat mot trong nhirng mat xich cua
chién lugc chong My - phé Diém ciua minh, ngay 25/8, sau
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nhiéu van dong cua Phap va An Do, lan dau tién, trong mot
budi tiéc tai Bo Ngoai giao, o6ng Nhu gap dai dién ctua Bic Viét
1a Truéng doan Ba Lan Mieczyslaw Maneli tai ICC. Lan gip
thi nhi vao ngay 2/9, Qudc Khanh cua VNDCCH, 6ng Nhu moi
6ng Maneli vao Dinh Gia Long... d6 1a chua ké nhiing trao ddi
bi mat khac qua hai "special envoy" Pham Hung va Tran Vin
Dinh. Nhitng bién c6 don dép, phirc tap va tram trong do, tich
lay tir 3 nam trude va 1én dén cao diém vao cudi Hé nim 1963,
da vuot khoi kha nang cai tri va y chi 1anh dao cua con ngudi
tho lai khan déng 4o dai Ngo Dinh Diém. Ong chi con biét quay
vé voi chuyén ong gioi nhat va thich nhat: ciu nguyén véi
Chua va hat thude 14 lién mién. V3 lai, 6ng ba Nhu da thay ong
diéu dong viéc nude tir 1au roi. Nhitng ngay dau thang 10 nim
1963, khong can nhitng ké hoach ddo chanh gia “Bravol/
Bravo2” cuc ky ric réi dé cudp quyén ong Diém, khong can
cho nhan vién thay chén dung to 16n cua 6ng Diém tai Toa Do
sanh bang chén dung cua minh, 6ng Nhu ciing dé la, trén thuc te
va bat chap Hién Phap, Tong thong Viét Nam Cong Hoa rdi.
Mot tong thong vo1 tam dia cua mot tén “dao phu chinh tr1”.

And the rest is history ... !

Ong Nguyén Dinh Thuan, Bo truéng Phy ta Qudc Phong
roi BO truong tai Phii Tong Thong ciia Dé Nhat Cong Hoa,
ngudi ra vao Dinh Gia Long hau nhu hang ngay, di ké lai rang
‘... Vao giai doan d@6, Nhu sa vao vong nghién ngdp va diéu do
da day ong ta dén nhitng trang thdi cuc doan... Nguwoi ta bat
dau thdy nhitng ddu hiéu dién loan trén mdt éng ta, nhin bdt
dong nhw ke mong du, voi mot nu cwoi lanh lung co hitu ...
(theo Rogers Hillman, To Move A Nation, Doubleday Inc. and
Co., New York 1967, trang 480)
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4 ] = 0
Dé Nhat Cong Hoa, 1960-1963
““Vua L& Ngoé Dinh Diém nhu nhuoc an pi’zdn
va ‘Chta Trinh® Ngé Dinh Nhu gian hung hiéeu sat

Thé co bi oan nghiét - Mot post-mortem Khi ciing 6ng
Nhu trén ra khoi Dinh Gia Long ngay 2-11-1963, 6ng Diém
nghi rang clng di v6i nhau, ong Nhu sé& an toan hon. Ong Diém
da nghi dung mot nura vi trude do, ban cling nhu thu, cong tac
vién cling nhu d6i 1ap, déu chi doi hoi ong ba Nhu roi khoi nude
va gilt 6ng Diém lam Qudc trudong (bu nhin). Nhung mot nira
khac ma 6ng Diém nghi khong tdi 1a theo da cudc khung hoang
kéo dai tor nam 1960 chtr khong phai tir vu Phat gido (5/1963),
Chiia Trinh Ngé Pinh Nhu doc ac di “tiém quyén” Vua L& Ngb
Pinh Diém nhu nhuoc, thi tinh cdm cta quan dan mién Nam di
tr& nén cam thu va uat han ong Nhu nhu thé nao? Ngay 2-11 d6
1a ngay ho, ca nguoi sébng 1an ngudi chét, doi ng mau ciia 7 nim
bao tri! Gia ma tai nha 6ng ba Tau lam kinh tai cho dang Can
Lao tén 12 M3 Tuyén ¢ Chg Ldn, khi toan by nhiing cong cu
bao lyc cua gia dinh 6ng déu tu té liét hodc tan rd nhu bot song,
ong Diém dé 6ng Nhu “nhay nti” mot minh, theo duong giao
lién vao mat khu cua Mat tran Giai phong Mién Nam rdi ra Ha
Noi, con 6ng vé nha thd cha Tam dé lién lac véi cac Tuong lanh
thi c6 phai co may dé ca hai 6ng van toan thiy c6 phai 16n hon
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khoéng? Nhung lich sir khong lam bang nhiing “gia ma”, va sd
phan da lam cho “Diém vo Nhu, Diém héo - Nhu vo Diém, Nhu
tan” nén ho da khong boé dugc nhau. Bo 6c “muu luge ba dao”
Ngb DPinh Nhu dd khong nghi ra dugc cach giai thé co bi oan
nghi¢t cia chinh anh em minh bay ra. Vi Nhan Qua 1a quy luat
hang hitu cta kiép nhan sinh, hay d6 ciing 14 nhiém ¥ cta Thién
Chua chang? Cho nén chinh nhitng anh em dong ho Ngé Dinh
da ty hai nhau ma khong biét! Va lich sir sang trang trong tiéng

reo mung thoat nan cua toan dan thu do Sai Gon trua ngay 2-
11-1963.

Nguyén Kha 8/2013
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MY DA THAY MAT NAM VIET NAM
~_ TU CUOINAM 1961:
LOI LON LA DO CHE PQ ONG DIEM

(Ban Ghi nhé NSAM 263 ciia Hoi Pong An Ninh Quéc Gia
ve quyét dinh rat 1,000 quan My vao cudi nam 1963)
Cu Si Nguyén Giac dich

(LOI NGUOI DICH: Mot sb nguoi trong cong ddng ngudi Viét
¢ hai ngoai da néu lén 1y ludn rang, Tong Théng Hoa Ky John
F. Kennedy trong nam 1963 da yéu cau dua quan My vao Viét
Nam, nhung bi Téng Théng Diém phan ddi, nén Hoa Ky moi
thiic day cac cudc bicu tinh cua Phat Gido dé l1at d6 6ng Diém
hau d& dua chién binh My vao mién Nam VN duoc. Tu do, dé
“giai t01” cho ong Diém, ho da phong to thanh kich ban “6ng
Diém bao vé quyén tu quyét” nén bi My xui giuc cac tudng
lanh d4o chanh!

Ly luan trén hoan toan sai, hoan toan khong ding. Cac
hd o gial mat gan day cho thdy TT Kennedy da thdy thua tir
cudi 1961, nén thu xEp tur mua xuan 1962 dé giam sy tham dy
quén sy Hoa Ky tré vé muc tuong duong véi dau nam 1961. Va
vao ngay 11 thang 10-1963, TT Kennedy da ra mot 1énh bi mat
dé 1ap ké hoach rut 1,000 ¢ vén (trén tong sb gan 17,000) tir
VN vé My vao cubi naim 1963; ho so mat nay co ky hiéu 1a
NSAM 263. Nhu vay, TT Kennedy khong nhirng da khong
muén dem quan vao Viét Nam, ma ngugc lai, con quyét
dinh bit du rat quan khéi mién Nam.

Ngoai ra, Phat Gido da khong tham du gi voi cac dién
bién chinh tri quan sy quan trong trong quan hé My-Viét do, vi
tran tong tAn cong cac chua do 6ng Nhu thuc hién dém 20 rang
21-8-1963 da bét hau hét c4c vi su lanh dao Phat Gido.

Sau ddy 1a ban Viét dich 5 trang trong cudn bién khao
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“Death of A Generation” ctia GS Howard Jones, xuit ban béi
NXB Oxford University Press nam 2003, va ca ban Viét dich ho
so NSAM 263. Cudn bién khao viét trong 15 nam, duyét va gop
¥ boi nhiéu hoc gia, ghi lai thong tin co tur nhiéu hd so giai mat
va cac cudc phong van riéng, cung véi cac ban khai hiru thé
chua phd bién tir ba thu vién Téng Théng va Trung Tam Vin
Khé Quéc Gia.

Séach nay viét cong phu va cin trong vi tham khao nhiéu
ngudn; Thi du, doc gia c6 thé xem cudi ban dich nay, trong chu
thich s (9) — khi noi vé chién lugc Rostow trinh l1én TT
Kennedy — da dan ra téi 7 ngudn khac nhau. Tat ca cac chu
thich noi ddy déu s& khong dich ra Viét ngir, giup nguoi can
nghién ctru c6 thé dya vao cha thich dé dé dang tim ra tai liéu
gbc Anh ngir.

Qua cac tai liéu va phén tich trong 5 trang nay, ta c6 thé
nhan ra cac su kién sau:

e Nim 1960, John F. Kennedy nham chitc Tong Thong M.
Théng 4 nam 1961, 6ng chap thuan dua du kich quan (L Doan
2506, do CIA huan luyén) vao Vinh Con Heo dé 1at d6 Fidel
Castro va dé chiém Cuba nhung hoan toan that bai. Sau tham
bai nay, TT Kennedy khéng hoan toan tin vao cac nhian dinh
cua cac twong Hoa Ky va CIA nira.

e Nim 1962, TT Kenney sap xép dé sé rat bot quan My tai VN
(xem trang 8). Kennedy tin rang cai cach chinh trj & Viét Nam
quan trong hon 13 chién thiang & chién truong. Nhung Viét Nam
tat phai thua vi chinh sich ciia TT Ngé Dinh Diém lam mit
Iong dan (xem chu thich 16).

e Ban vin NSAM 263 dé ngay 11 thang 10-1963, do C6 véan
An ninh Quéc gia (NSC) McGeorge Bundy chi thj sé rit quin
My ké tir thang 12-1963.

e Kennedy ho trg cudc ddo chanh cua cac tuéng lanh VNCH,
nhung mudn dua 6ng Diém ra luu vong.

e Dong ho Ngé Pinh Diém kiéu ky va kho chiu tdi noi, Toa
Pai Sir My chi thi cho tat ca cac nhan vién st quan khong dugc
udng bt ctr thir gi trong 3 gio ddng hd trude khi vao Dinh Tong
Théng dé khoi phai dung nha vé sinh (xem trang 9).
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e Thit bai trong Cudc Chién Viét Nam 1a do Toéng Théong
Diém va gia toc ho Ngo (xem trang 9).

e Kennedy da thay M3 va chinh phu 6ng Diém tat phai thua
cudc chién tir cu6i ndm 1961 (xem trang 11).

e Kennedy sip xép viéc rut quin bang cach du tinh g& chirc
Ngoai Trudéng cua Rusk (xem trang 11) va giit thé dién cho
Pang Dan Chu khi thua cudc & Nam VN bang cach dua Lodge
(Cong Hoa) vao chuc bai St My & VN (xem trang 12).

Cubi ban dich nay s€ dinh kém ban scan cua cac trang 8-12 va
ban goc ho so mat NSAM 263. Toan van dich bdi Cu si Nguyén
Giac.)

BAT DAU BAN DICH HO SO NSAM 263

Bach Oc
7 . Washington
CHI POC THOI Ngay 11 thang 10 1963

BAN GHI NHO HANH BONG AN NINH QUOC GIA SO 263

GUI TOI: B6 Truong Ngoai Giao
B§ Trudng Qudc Phong
Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan

CHU DE: Nam Viét Nam

Trong mot budi hop ngay 5 thang 10-1963, Tong Théng
[Kennedy] xem xét cac khuyén nghi trong ban phuc trinh cia
Bo Truong McNamara va Tuéng Taylor trong chuyén di khao
sat cua ho & Nam VN,

Téng Théng chap thuan khuyén nghi quan sy trong Phan
I B (I-3) cuia ban phutc trinh, nhung ra 1énh rang khong dua ra
loan bao chinh thirc nao vé viée thuc hién ké hoach rat 1,000
chién binh M¥ vé vao cudi nim 1963.

Sau khi thao luan vé cac khuyén nghi con lai trong ban
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phuc trinh, TT Kennedy chip thuin ban chi thi cho Pai st

Lodge nguyén di ghi trong birc dién van sé 534 do Bo Ngoai

Giao My giri (LND: Dién vin 534 nay dé ngay 5 thang 10-
1963).

Ky tén:

McGeorge Bundy

(C6 van An ninh Qudc gia)

Pho ban giri d¢ thyc hign:
Giam doc S¢ Tinh Béo Trung Uong CIA
Giam doc So Phat Trién Quoc Te AID

Pho ban gii dé biét: )
Ong Bundy, Ong Forrestal, Ong Johnson,
Ho6 so lvu Hoi dong An ninh Quoc gia NSC.

Ho so giai mdt ngay 15 thang 7-1977

Hét Ban Dich NSAM 263

NGUYEN VAN: >
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e ' a2

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

POF-SRONINN - EYES ONLY October 11, 1963

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 263

TO: Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

SUBJECT: South Vietnam

At a meeting on October 5, 1963, the President considered the

r dati ined in the report of Secretary McNamara
and General Taylor on their mission to South Vietnam.

The President approved the military recommendations contained
in Section I B {1-3) of the report, but directed that no formal
announcement be made of the implementation of plans to with-
draw 1,000 U,S. miltitary personnel by the end of 1963.

ESS—

After di ion of the r ining recommendations of the report,
the President approved an instruction to Ambassador Lodge which
is set forth in State Department telegram No. 534 to Saigon.

%
McGeorge Bundy

Copy furnished:
Director of Central Intelligence
Administrator, Agency for International Development

ce:
~ Mr., Bundy'/
Mr. Forrestal
Mr. Johnson
Y NSC Files

DECLASSTIED

B am e e R e
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BAT QAU BAN DICH TRANG 8-12
ctia tic pham DEATH OF A GENERATION

m Trang 8:

...Chu nghia Cong san vo lay
§ cac nudc chua phat trién bang cach tra
tron, ndi loan, va mé ra cudc chién du
kich. Dé ddi phé “bénh” nay, Rostow
(Phuy t4 C6 van An ninh Quoc gia cua
TT Kennedy) dua ra chién luoc phan
kich da ting, tdp trung vao viéc ting
tinh di dong nhanh hon dé danh cac
tran han ché, va mot chuong trinh kinh
SRS ¢ (¢ ra dé ngin can phién quan Cong
san xuyén qua cac chuong trinh xay
dung dat nudc.

Phuong phép rong 16n nhu thé doi cac bién phap ca
quan su va dan su dé cung cép cho s6 lwong nhiéu nong dan tai
Lao va Viét Nam “mot ché dimg trong hé thong, mot cam thirc
ve vai tré cua ho trong d6, va mét quyét tam dé hé thong nay
ton tai.”

Mot phuong phap linh dong va ty ché nhu thé co thé
hoan tat 10i hira néu lén trong bai dién vin dang quang cua
Tong Théng Kennedy dé gitp “nhitng nguoi song trong cdc tup
léu va cdc ngdi lang ciia mot niva dia cau dang gian nan trong
viéc phd vo' cac tai ach nghéo kho tdp thé.” Chi khi 1am duoc
nhu thé, Hoa Ky méi tranh ndi viéc tham chién tryuc tiép. (9)

Nhung sy lac quan trong gidy phut dang quang da nhat
dan di. Vao thoi dlem Tong Thong Kennedy bi am sat, ong da
sip hoan tit mot tién trinh dé rit hau hét linh My ra khéi
Viét Nam theo ké hoach ¢ tén “Comprehensive Plan for South
Vietnam.” (Ké Hoach Toan Dién cho Nam Viét Nam -- viét tt,
CPSV)

Thuec sy, 1,000 chién binh My dau tién sé khéi sy theo
lich trinh rit khéi VN vao diu thang 12-1963. (10)
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Nén biét rang, cach tiép can cia TT Kennedy d6i voi
Nam VN [cho dén nim 1963] da dan t6i viéc dwa gan 17,000
linh My vao Nam VN, nhung khong chién binh nao c¢6 quyén
tac chién trir khi bi tdn cong. Muc tiéu chinh thtrc ctia ho van la
¢d vAn, hd tro, va hién dién biéu tugng, ngay ca khi ho c6 mat
nhu thé da dan t6i mot s linh M roi vao truong hop téc chién,
cho di1 14 v&i tu cach ¢d van quén s, chuyén gia vé t6 chic, phi
cong, hay chi don gian la nhan vién trong cén cu.

Bach Oc da co gang che gidu cudc chién bi mat tai VN
nham ngan can bat on trong ndi bd Hoa Ky va dé giir murc han
ché ddi véi cude chién thuc giita nhimg nguodi Cong san va Thé
Gi6i Tu Do. Néu Quan luc VNCH déy lui duge Vigt Cong, va
néu Kennedy thang cir 1an nira vao nim 1964, éng dw dinh tiép
tuc chwong trinh rit quin My vé tirng giai doan, nham dua
hau hét linh My tir VN vé My trong nim 1965. Nhiing linh
My con lai du kién s& chi con 1,500 nguoi, gé)m toan 1a ¢6 van
va nhu thé s& gan véi con s6 an dinh trong Hiép Pinh Geneva.

Nhung, khi tinh hinh Nam VN t€ hai di vao mua thu
1961, TT Kennedy tin rang, it nhat €6 mot luc nhu thé, ong phai
nhin manh liéu phap quén sy co san trong 1y thuyét chéng nodi
loan. TT Kennedy cb gang duy tri lan ranh moéng gitra nhiém
vu hd tro va tac chién truc dién véi Viét Cong. Nhung lan ranh
nay mo dan di khi chién binh My tai Nam VN dong thém va
gip nguy hiém hang ngay.

Lam thé nao mot cap chi huy quan sy My ¢ thé kém
ché linh cta ong trong khi bi tan cong? Co thé nao ma viéc tu
vé s& khong dan t6i mot cude tin cong, ma viée tin cong do da
M¥ hoa cudc chién tranh nay?

Vao mua xuin 1962, Tong Thong Kennedy tim cich
giam mirc tham dy quén sy cia My tré vé ngang mirc ciia
dau nim 1961. NJ lyc rat quan My vé nhu thé da khung lai tir
sau nhirng cudc biéu tinh cta Phat Tt vao thang 5-1963, va roi
ngung han sau khi TT Kennedy bi 4m sat 6 thang sau do.

m Trang 9:

Thit bai tai Viét Nam phan 16m 1a do Téng Théng
Diém va gia dinh ciia ong ta. La mot giao dan Thién Chda
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Gido La Ma trong mdt dat nude da sd 1a Phat T, Diém théy
kho ma cii lai cac cdo budc 6ng vé 13i truy birc ton gido.

V6i kiéu cach lanh lung, kiéu ky va thién vi, Diém
khong bao gid 16 ra bat ky khuynh hudng nao cho dan chu, va
da chi wa nim quyén lwc trong tay riéng cho dng va gia dinh
ong. Thyc su, 6ng Diém thudc loai quéa kho dé noi chuyén, dén
ndi, dé tranh viéc phai sir dung nha vé sinh, Toa Dai St My da
chi thi cho cac vién chirc 13 dirng c6 udng bat ky nuée gi trong 3
gid dong hd trude khi giap 6ng Diém.

Niém tin cta ong Diém vao “Chu nghia Nhan vi,” phan
anh cai nén tang quan cach, thuong luu ctia 6ng, va phan anh
cai nghi ngd tham siu ctia Diém ddi voi nhimg ngudi & ngoai
gia toc nha Ngo -- ké ca [nghi ngd] ngudi My.

Khi céc si quan bat man thét bai trong cudc ddo chanh
dang d& cudi nam 1960, c6 phai ding 1a gia dinh cta Diém van
giit 1ong trung thanh v&i nhau hay sao? Cé phai 1a khong chéc
chan rang (it nhat 1a véi 6ng Diém) Toa Pai St My va CIA
truc d6 di chip nhan [dio chanh] mién dung sat hai 6ng
Diém?

Do vay, 6ng Diém (khong c6 vo) da tim o1 ¢ van hau
nhu chi riéng tir ngudi em 1a Ngd Pinh Nhu, cling lanh lung xa
cach va nhu dudng vo cam nhu 6ng, von 13 nguoi khong giir
chtrc vu hanh phap nao trong chinh quyén, va c¢6 em dau la ba
Ngé Pinh Nhu, ngudi di trd thanh “Dé Nhit Phu Nhan” cia
ong Diém.

Ba Nhu 1a ngudi chi trich cac nd lyc d6i méi ciia My tai
Nam VN bfmg 161 cay doc va sinh dong; Ba Nhu 1a mdt cyu
Phat Tu, da cai dao sang Thién Chua Gido La M3, va ua thich
mot xa hoi khép kinh dua vao tidu chuan dao dirc nghiém khic
ma riéng ba dinh ra. Ba Nhu da noi, “Khong chi anh sang mat
troi toi [khi mé cira], ma ca nhiéu thir té hai ciing bay vao.” (11)

Khi Kennedy 1én ngdi Tong Thong, Diém trudc do da
thoat nhiéu cudc khung hoang tir khi gitr chirc 1anh dap Nam
VN nam 1954, khi Hoa Ky 4o dau ché do cua Diém véi vién tro
kinh t& va quan su 16n lao, vira sau khi quan Phap tham bai &
tran Dién Bién Phu.
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Trong mot dong thai sai myc tiéu bi tham, chinh phu
Kennedy vao nim 1963 di hd trg cudc ddo chanh cua céc
tudng lanh chéng ong Diém, nghi rang thay di chinh phi sé
cai tién nd lwc chién tranh va tir d6 sé don dwong dé My rat
khéi Viét Nam. Khi cac tuéng 1anh Quan lyc VNCH stra soan
dao chanh dau thang 11-1963, ho biét rat rd 13 dwoc Hoa Ky
tan thanh, du khong cé hep tic va tham dy truc tiép. DU
vy, Toa Bach Oc van mang trach nhiém 16n. Tong Théng
Kennedy da tro thanh dong 18a trong cudc ddo chanh bang cach
t6 ddu hiéu cho cac twéng lanh nay thdy rang ong Diém s&
khong dugc My giup do.

Nhing tiép can trudc d6 tir cac twéng lanh VNCH véi
Hoa Ky xuyén qua CIA di khong dugc bao dam nhu thé, lam
cho ho khung lai ké hoach hoi thang 8-1963. Nhung roi céc
thong tin 16 ra cho thdy Nhu da bi mat lién lac véi Bac VN vé
viéc két thiic chién tranh ma khong tham khao cic québc gia siéu
cuong nao hét. S6 ménh cac tudng lanh s& ra sao, khi ho da 16
lidu bat man voi nha Ngb nhu thé? Ban tay tan bao cia dng
Di¢m khi dan ap Phat Tir cudi cung két hop véi tinh hinh
quin d9i VNCH dao dong trong nd e chién tranh, véi viée
chinh phii Kennedy cong khai chi trich ché d Sai Gon, va
nhiing tin dén lién tuc vé nhirng cudc thwong thuyét bi mat
ciia Nhu véi Ha Noi di thic ddy cac twéng lanh phai dao
chanh va da dan toi cai chét ctia ca ong Diém va Nhu.

m Trang 10:

Nhiing 1& hoi tung bing doén mung cac tudng lanh & Sai
Gon, khi dan chiing bay té long biét on va ca ngoi ho da lat
d6 dwoc nha Ngb dang ghét. Su 6n dinh ndi bo nhu dudng da
tro lai voi Nam VN. Cudc dan quan ddo chanh cua cac tudng
linh da cho thy hiéu qua, cho thdy niém tin rong rdi rang ho s&
dé dang danh bai Viét Cong.

Nhung niém vui nay chi kéo dai khoanh khic. Quyét
dinh cua cac tudng lanh trong viéc giét Diém va Nhu d3 lam
chinh ho chia r& tham sau, va dan t6i hdn loan cay dang ¢ Sai
Gon. Roi thi, ba tuan sau d6, TT Kennedy bi giét — va chon
cling v6i ong 1a CPSV (Ké Hoach Toan Dién cho Nam VN).
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Céc vién chirc than can cua TT Kennedy da xac dinh y
dinh cta 6ng mudn giam sw tham dy cua My tai VN. John
Kenneth Galbraith, Dai sit My tai An D6 va la ban 1au ndm va
1a nguoi than tin cia TT Kennedy, néi rang Kennedy da quyét
dinh duva lyc lugng quan sy dac biét cia My ra khdi VN.
Hilsman (Thi Truong Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky Vién Pong Vu) va
McNamara (Bé Trudong Qudc Phong) ciing ndi thé, va nhu thé
da lam tang murc bi kich cho vu am sat TT Kennedy. (12)

Dic biét thém 13, 16i khang dinh cta Galbraith rang, dé
xuc tién viéc rit quan My ra khoi VN, TT Kennedy di 1én ké
hoach dua McNamara thay Rusk trong chirc vu Ngoai Trudng
MY, sau cudc bau ctr Tong Thong My vao nam 1964. Galbraith
tin rang Kennedy c¢6 y dinh “Viét Nam hoa” cuge chién sau
cudc tai thang cu dy kién cta 6ng — dé giam sy tham dy cua
M¥ tré vé muc c6 van nhu thoi khi 6ng méi vao Bach Oc.

Tré ngai 16n nhit caa TT Kennedy 1a quan doi. TT
Kennedy bi ‘phong’ vi cac vién chirc Bo Qudc Phong (va CIA)
trong tham bai & Vinh Con Heo, va sau d6 da ludng lu khong
con tin tuong ho. Vao cudi ndm 1962, TT Kennedy da tim ra
mot cach dé duy tri sy kiém soat quan doi My trong khi giam
tir tir vién tro’ quin sy dic biét ciia My tai VN. Mot cach dé
lam nhu thé, theo 10i Galbraith, 1a d6i lanh dao & B Ngoai
Giao My.

TT Kennedy da xem Ngoai Trudéng Rusk nhu 1a “mot
chién si lanh ling, quyét tim, va duogc trao cho, nhu ¢ Viét
Nam, mot giai phap quan su, hay, noi chinh xac hon, 1a khong-
gidi-phap.” Thuc sy, quan diém cta Rusk vé dong thac xam lan
cia Cong san tdi tir kinh nghiém cua Tay Phuong ¢ Munich
nam 1938.

Rusk viét trong hodi ky, “Khi nguweoi ta nhin cdac sw kién
buon trong thdp nién 1930°s tai Chdu Au, t6i nghi rang Hoa Ky
va cdc nén dan chi Tdy Phwong, véi chii nghia chii hoa va chi
nghia ty o ldp cua ching ta, va v6i sw lanh nhat cia chiing ta
doi véi dong thdc xam lan do, déu cé tdi dé cira cho bon cudp
vao.”

Do dy duy nhit cia TT Kennedy vé du dinh chuyén
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McNamara [thay Rusk] 13, khi B Qudc Phong My khéng con
McNamara nita, giéi quan doi co thé s& 1¢o lai cudc chién.
Galbraith n6i rang. Kennedy xem McNamara 1a ngudi duy nhat
c6 kha ning 1éo 1ai Tham Muu Truéng Hoa Ky va Bo Quéc
Phong My. (13)

Cac nhan dinh d6 cua Galbraith c6 gia tri. Hilsman,
ciing thé, noi rang Kennedy “ré rang sdp rit khéi VN va ring
Kennedy du dinh binh thuong hdéa quan hé véi Nam VN.
Hilsman no6i, mot phuong tién dé lam nhu thé 1a phai g Rusk
di [khéi chue Ngoai Trudng].

m Trang 11:

Mic du Rostow d ra khoi Bach Oc vao cudi nam 1961,
Rostow ciling di biét vé mot ké hoach rat linh My vé nudc mot
thoi gian sau d6. Thuc su, McNamara trudge d6 da tin réng vao
mua thu 1963, My s& rit nhiéu ngan “c6 van” vé lai My.

Thyc su, theo 161 Galbraith, mot su that 16n lao khong
dugc noi 1én trong vong cao cap nhat cta chinh phu Kennedy
13, Hoa Ky khong thé thang néi cudc chién, va nén thu vé
toan bd cac tro gitip dic biét da dwa vao VN ké tir thang 1-
1961.

Khi duoc hoi vé 161 khiang dinh cia Galbraith rang TT
Kennedy da quyét dinh thay d6i nguoi giit chic vu Ngoai
Truéng, Cuu BO Truong Qudc Phong [McNamara] tra 10i rang
TT Kennedy khong yéu cau 6ng vao thay chirc [Ngoai Truong
ciia Rusk] nhung rang “Robert Kennedy di yéu cau nhu thé.”
(14)

(LND: Robert Kennedy 1a em rudt cia Tong Théng Kennedy,
giit chitc B6 Truong Tu Phap My tir 1961-1964, dong thoi 1a
C6 van Bach Oc cho TT Kennedy tir 1961-1963.)

Tiét 16 cua Galbraith dd dua McNamara vao sdu thém
vao bong mo cua Viét Nam. Mac du B6 Trudng Quéc Phong
McNamara da kéu goi rut quan My vé trong nim 1963, 6ng
khong néu y kién do khi Téng Théng Johnson leo thang cudc
chién sau d6 vao cudi nam do.

McNamara giai thich vé6i t6i (GS Howard Jones) rang vi
Viét Cong tang tdc hoat dong va vi chi c6 hanh dong quan sy
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méi c¢6 thé giai quyét tinh hinh nguy cdp d6. Tuy nhién,
Hilsman n6i rang McNamara mang tam thirc “bat dinh” va “lan
16n” va khong bao gio cé y dinh rut lui. (15)

Vao thang 12-1963, Tong Thong Johnson d 1am nhimg
gi ma ngudi tién nhiém da khéo 1éo tranh né: Ong gin bo sat
hon véi quan diém cia Bé Téng Tham Muu Quan Luc My vé
van d& Viét Nam.

Khi con 1a Pho Téng Théng, Johnson dé khong co6 mat
trong cac budi hop bi mat & Bach Oc vé dién tién cudc dao
chanh & Nam VN, va khi biét sy lién hé bi mét cua chinh phu
Kennedy, Johnson da manh mé& 1én an quyét dinh d6. Khi lén
git chirc Tong Thdng, Johnson mudn cudc chién dimg ric roi
qua dé khoi ngan trd viée 6ng thuc hién chuong trinh cai cach
trén nuoc My.

Pé 1y luan, cac st gia s€ do du khi gia thiét vé nhiing gi
c6 thé xay ra tai VN néu TT Kennedy con séng. Roi thi, tai sao
khao sat van dé nay? Nhiing ngudi bi quan noéi, Kennedy da
chét & Dallas, nhu thé that 1a 1a vo nghia khi ching ta ban vé
Kennedy c6 thé co chinh sach gi khac tai VN dé c¢6 thé ngin can
cai chét clia nhiéu triéu nguoi.

Tuy nhién, khong phai 1a chuyén gia thiét khi khao sat
chinh sach ctia TT Kennedy vé VN trong n lyc mudn tim xem
c¢6 hay khong dién ra mot mé hinh rat lui quan My vé. La mot
nhan vét chi yéu trong v bi kich nay, Kennedy 1y luan rang
chi c6 ngwoi Nam VN méi cé thé chién thing (hay thit bai)
& cudc chién nay. Chinh Kennedy da lap di lap lai ring ong
dinh nghia thanh cong nhu 1a vi¢c giam kha nang cua loan quan
Viét Cong vé muc do ma chinh phu Sai Gon c6 thé ty minh
kiém soat duoc dé giir an ninh.

Céc ho so cung ¢d cho cudc nghién ciru nay cho thiy
rang TT Kennedy d4 c6 y dinh rit bét sw tham dw quan su
dic bi¢t ciia My tai Nam VN vé con mirc twong dwong diu
nam 1961 thoi. (16)

Sau khi lién tuc nhan cac ban bao cdo lan 10n
(thang/thua) vé dién tién cudc chién, TT Kennedy di chon giai
phép rat bét quan My, du Kién khéi sw tir cudi 1963 va, sau
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khi tai dic cir vao mua thu 1964, sé dwa s6 quan My giam
con twong dwong mirc c¢6 vin quin sy ciia nim 1961 vao
cudi nim 1965. Viéc Kennedy bo nhiém Henry Cabot Lodge
lam Pai st tai Nam VN vao mua thu 1963 1a su kién dang noi.

m Trang 11:

La mot nhan vat hang dau cia Pang Cong Hoa, Lodge
va Pang Cong Hoa s& chia sé trach nhiém chinh tri néu c6 that
bai tai Viét Nam. Thuc su, Lodge tr¢ thanh ngudi ung ho manh
mé cho cudc dao chanh [tai Sai Gon], lién lac truc tiép v6i TT
Kennedy va 1am cho viéc nay trong ban chét tr¢ thanh viéc cia
ludng dang [tirc, Dan Cha va Cong Hoa].

Nghi ngo kha nang cua Nam VN [trc, chinh phd nha
Ngd] va chdéng lai viéc quian My phai tham chién, TT
Kennedy di tim cich ngung viéc My héa cudc chién trong
mot tién trinh ma TT Richard M. Nixon s& dit tén 1a “Viét Nam
héa” chién tranh.

Khong phai ai ciing chip nhan cac kham pha trong cudc
nghién ctru nay (LND: ma két qua 1a sich “Death of a
Generation™). Cau chuyén ké lai trong cic trang gidy nay van
con chua lang xuéng, va khé ma bac bo. TT Kennedy luc dau
da cung nhitg nguoi khac tham du chién luoc tranh cai 1a rit
lui xuyén qua viéc leo thang chién tranh, nhung d3 sé'm nhén
ra rang g& dian quan hé quan sy méi dwa ra con duong kha
thi duy nhit dé ra khéi viing lay. TT Kennedy liic d6 hé tro
cudc dio chanh trong mot nd lyc tinh nham dé day téi ké
hoach rit quan My vé, ma, vi cac 1y do chinh tri, vi¢c rit quan
do6 s€ thyc hién trong nhi€ém ky tht nhi ctia 6ng & cuong vi
Tong Théng My.

TT Kennedy khong don ddc chiu trach nhi¢m cho cac su
kién nay. Tham du cua My tai VN trong nhiéu nam trudc khi
ong vao Bach Oc di diy Hoa Ky vao cac van dé& ddi ngoai va
débi no6i cia Nam VN.

Emmet John Hughes, cuu ¢d van chinh tri va 13 nguoi
viét dién van cho TT Eisenhower, ghi nhan rang Hoa Ky voi tu
cach quéc gia can thiép khong co thé “ciru nén tw do chin thuc
ciia nude khiac ma khong tré thanh lién hé mot cach chii yéu
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trong toan bé hanh vi va dinh ménh cia quoc gia d6.” Khong
¢6 cach nao khac dé tach biét sy lién hé vé cac van dé doi ngoai
va d6i noi. “Diém can thiy rang dé sip xép tir xa vao doi song
chinh tri ndi bd cua mot nudc déng minh chinh 1a ‘can thiép’.
Do 1a su can thi¢p ctia sy ung thuan ling 18.” Sy lién hé cua
Hoa Ky [véi Viét Nam] di qua siu t6i ndi My khong thé thoat
trach nhiém vé cudc déo chanh do, bt ké nhimg gi My da lam
hay da khong lam. (17)

Du vay, TT Kennedy khong xuat hién phu hop véi hinh
anh 1y tuong nhu trong vo bi kich Camelot. Kennedy da khuyén
khich mét cudc dao chanh ra ngoai vong kiém soat va dan t6i
cai chét cua ong Diém chir khong nhu dy tinh 1a ddy Diém ra
hai ngoai. Mot sb st gia hi¢n dai nghi ngo sy lién hé cua
Kennedy véi cudc ddo chanh, nhung ho khong day xa van dé vi
chang bao 1au sau d6 TT Kennedy lai bi 4m sét.

Néu Kennedy thoat chét va thang cir nhiém ky nira, s&
khong c6 1y do nao dé tin rang ong sé& thay d6i quan diém cua
ong vé viéc muon rat ra khoi mot cude chién vbn da tré thanh
mot tham bai tt yéu (to get out of a war that had become a lost
cause — Dictionary.com dich ‘lost cause’ la ‘whose defeat is
inevitable; a cause with no chance of success’).

C6 cong bang khong, khi chi trich TT Kennedy da hoan
mot cude rut quan My vi 1y do chinh tri? Co phai Kennedy lam
dung khi nhan dinh rang rat quan My trudc cudc bau cir s& bao
dam cho Pang Cong Hoa chién thing vi céo budc rang Pang
Dan Chu dd 1am mat VN ciing nhu truée d6 ho 1am mét Trung
Qubc?

Trong v bi kich cia T.S. Eliot, tua dé Murder in the
Cathedral (Am sat trong thanh dwong), Tong Giam Muyc ngudi
Anh & Toéng Giao Phan Canterbury la Thomas Becket (LND:
chtic nay ciing 13 Gido Chit Anh Gido) tuyén bé, “Cam do cudi
cung 1a phan bdi 16n nhat; Dé lam diéu dang vi mot 1y do sai
1am.” (18)

Nhung dong co c¢6 dang noi khong, néu két qua co thé
ctru dugc mot thé hé [thanh nién M¥]?
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Sau day 1a ban dich trang 222, tir kho luu trit hd so cua
Uy Ban Dic Tuyén Thuong Vién Hoa Ky. Ban phic trinh c6
tira dé “Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders
— An Interim Report of the Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations, November 1975” — tiic 13 “Cac Am
Muu Am Sat Lién Hé Cac Lanh Tu Ngoai Quéc — Ban Phuc
Trinh Lam Thoi caa Uy Ban Dic Tuyén dé Nghién Ctru Hoat
Dong Chinh Phu, Thang 11-1975.

Vai ghi nhan tir ban phuc trinh thang 11 ndm 1975 nay:
e Tudng Stillwell ngay 17-10-1963 yéu cau chinh pha 6ng
Diém dbi cach lam viéc, ap luc cu thé 1a s& ngung vién tro cho
cac don vi Luc Lugng Pac Bi¢t cho té1 khi cidc don vi nay
chuyén vé tryc thuoc Tong Tham Muu Truéng va dwge ding
ngoai chién truomg thay vi diung dé dan ap Phat Gizo.
e Dai st Lodge ngay 27-10-1963 da truc tiép ndi v6i ong Diém,
nhung ong Diém khong cam két gi.
e Tudng Tran Vin Pon hira sé& tiét 16 ké hoach dao chanh cho
Dai st Lodge biét 4 gio dong hd trudc khi ddo chanh khoi
dong. Tuy nhién, vao ngay 1-11-1963, Toa Pai st My chi duogc
bao trudc 4 phat ma thoi.
e Dai st Lodge dién vin vé My ngay 30-10-1963 néi rang
chuyén dio chanh hoan toan nim trong tay phia nguoi Viét,
con My khong can ngin gi duge.
e Tudong Tu Lénh MACV la Harkins 1ap tirc cung ngay 30-10-
1963 tir Sai Gon guii dién van vé My phan ddi tit ca nhimng
am muu ddo chanh 6ng Diém.
e Hai dién vin ciing ngay 30-10-1963 tir C5 van An ninh Qudc
gia My khuyén céo Dai sir Lodge, bay t6 quan ngai va noi
Lodge c6 thé nén khuyén cdo hity bé ddo chanh.
e Khoan tién 42,000 My Kim da do CIA trao trudc d6 dé dung
mua thue phiam cho chién binh VNCH va dung lam tién tir
tuit cho gia dinh tir si trong cudc dao chanh.
e Tuéng Duong Vin Minh hai lan dién thoai t6i ong Diém, dé
nghi hai anh em Di¢m-Nhu dau hang s¢ dugc an toan Xuét
ngoai. Ong Diém hai lan tir chéi.

Ngoai ra, trong phan Tong Két Nhimg Phat hién va Két
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luin Vé Nhitng Am Muu (Summary of Findings and
Conclusions On The Plots) tai 5 nudc la Cuba (Fidel Castro),
Congo (Patrice Lummumba), Dominica Republic (Rafael
Trujillo), Chile (Rene Schneider), va South Vietnam (Ng6 Dinh
Diém), két luan vé truong hop Ngé Pinh Diém & trang 5 1 nhu
Sau:

Ng6 Dinh Di¢m (Nam Viét Nam) — Diém va em Ong ta,
Nhu, bi giét vao ngay 2 thang 11 nam 1963, trong qua trinh dién
bién cta mot cudc dao chanh cia cic Tudng lanh Nam Viét
Nam. Méc du Chinh phi My ung hd cudc dao chéanh, [Uy ban
chung t6i] da khong tim thdy chtng c& nio cho thiy quan chiic
My déng ¥y v6i cudc am sat. That vay, c6 vé nhu viéc am sat
Diém da khong nam trong ké hoach trudc khi dao chanh ctia cac
Tudng lanh, nhung lai 1a mdt hanh dong tu phat xdy ra trong
cudc dao chanh va da duoc tién hanh khéng c6 sy can du va
ung hg cta Hoa Ky.

cerning whether the weapons were knowingly supplied for use in the
assassination and whether any of them were present at the scene.

Ngo Dinh Diem (South Vietnam).—Diem and his brother, Nhu,
were killed on November 2, 1963, in the course of a South Vietnamese
Generals’ coup. Although the United States Government supported
the coup, there is no evidence that American officials favored the
assassination. Indeed, it appears that the assassination of Diem was not
part of the Generals’ pre-coup planning but was instead a spontaneous
act which occurred during the coup and was carried out without
United States involvement or support.

General Rene Schneider (Chile). —On October 25, 1970, General
Schneider died of gunshot wounds inflicted three days earlier while re-

’ _ Trang 5 cua Phic Trinh 94-465
Ket lugn veé truong hop Ngé Pinh Diém cua Nam Viét Nam

Ban dich dudi day do Cu si Nguyén Giac thuc hién)
Nguyén van toan by Phuc trinh 94-465 c6 thé ha tai o:
http://www.intelligence.senate.gov/pdfs94th/94465.pdf
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BAT PAU BAN DICH

Hoa Ky di tang ap lyc 1én Tong Thong Ngo Pinh Diém
dé diéu chinh phuong cach lam viéc cta ong ta. Vao ngay 17-
10-1963, Tuéng Richard Stillwell (Chi huy truéng vé hoat dong
cua MACV, co quan diéu hop vién trg quan sy Hoa Ky & VN,
viét tit cua “Military Assistance Command, Vietnam”) thong
béo cho B Truéng Nguyén Pinh Thuin rang Hoa Ky s& ngung
vién trg cho cac don vi Luc Luong Pic Biét da tin cong céc
ngdi chuia cho t&i khi ndo cac don vi nay chuyén ra chién truong
va dit duéi quyén cua Téong Tham Muu Trudng. (Theo
Pentagon Papers, trang 217)

Vao ngay 27-10-1963, Dai st Lodge cung vdi 6ng Diém
toi tham Pa Lat, nhung khong nhan dugc cam két nao tur ong
Diém dé thuc hién theo yéu cau cua My. (Pentagon Papers,
trang 219)

Vao ngay 28-10-1963, Conein (LND: tinh bao CIA) gap
Tudng Tran Vin Dén; Tuong nay truée d6 da nhan dugc bao
dam tu Dai sir Lodge rang Conein dd no6i nhan danh cho Hoa
Ky. Tuéng Don noéi rang 6ng s& tiét 16 ké hoach dao chanh cho
Dai st Lodge biét bon gid dong hd trude khi xdy ra, va dé nghi
rang Dai sir Lodge dimg ddi ké hoach bay sang My du kién vao
ngay 31-10-1963. (Ban phic trinh I.G. Report, phan C, trang
37; Pentagon Papers, trang 219)

Vao ngay 30-10-1963, Pai st Lodge bao cdo vé
Washington rang ong khong c6 cach nao ngan can cudc dao
chanh nira, va rang chuyén nay hoan toan nam trong tay nguoi
Viét rdi. Tuéng Harkins (LND: Tu 1énh MACV) khéng dong v,
va gui dién van bay to 14p trudng chéng dao chanh cia ong 1én
Tudng Maxwell Taylor (LND: Tong Tham Muu Truéng Quén
Luc Hoa Ky) (Pentagon Papers, trang 220)

Mot dién van tir Bundy (LND: C6 van An ninh Quéc gia
Hoa Ky) giri cho Pai st Lodge dé ngay 30- 10-1963 bay t6 quan
ngai cua Toa Bach Oc va chi thi rang “Ching ta khong thé
chdp nhdn két lugn rang ching ta khong cé sitc manh dé tri
hodn hay khuyén cdo hity bo cude dio chanh.” (Dién vin,
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Bundy gtri Lodge, 30/10/63)

Mot dién vin ké tiép trong cing ngay tir Washington giri
cho Dai st Lodge ra 1énh Lodge van dong cac tuéng lanh
VNCH huy bo cudc dao chanh néu Lodge khong tin 1a cudc dao
chanh s& thanh cong. Chi thi nay yéu cdu Lodge “tuyét doi
khong lién hé gi [toi dao chanh] va gitr thai do trung ldp mot
cach nao do.” (Pentagon Papers, trang 220)

Vao budi sang ngay 1-11-1963, cac don vi dau tién lién
hé t6i cudc ddo chanh bat dau vay quanh Sai Gon. Toa Pai St
M¥ chi dugc thong bao co 4 phut dong hd trude khi cude dao
chanh khéi su. (Pién vin, MACV guri Tong Tham Muu Trudng
Quéan Lyc Hoa Ky, ngay 1/11/63)

Mot phu ta cua Tuong DBon ndi voi Conein 1a hdy mang
tién c6 sin t6i Bo Tong Tham Muu Quan Lyc VNCH. Conein
mang 3 triéu dong VN (twong duong khoang 42,000 My kim)
t6i B6 Tong Tham Muu, trao cho Tuong Don dé mua thyc
pham cho chién binh va dé tra tién tir tut cho cac chién binh hy
sinh trong cudc ddo chanh. (Conein, ngay 20/6/75, trang 72) (1)

Conein ¢6 mat & doanh trai cua Bo Téng Tham Muu
Quan Luyc VNCH trong hau hét thoi gian dao chanh. (Ban phuc
trinh 1.G. Report, C, trang 41-42)

Vao lic 1:40 gio trua ngay 1-11-1963, cac tuéng lanh dé
nghi rang 6ng Diém hay tir chic tic khac, va hira s& bao dam
cho hai 6ng Diém va Nhu an toan ra di [khoi VN]. (Conein, ban
phuc trinh Conein After-Action, trang 15)

Dinh Tong Thong bi bao vay lién sau do, va vao khoang
4:30 gio chleu cac tudng tuyén bd dao chanh trén dai phat
thanh va yéu cau hai 6ng Diém va Nhu tir chtrc.

Ong Diém dién thoai cho Dai su Lodge va hoi vé lap
truong Hoa Ky. Dai sir Lodge tra 1oi rang My khong co quan
diém nao, va bay t0 quan ngai vé an toan cua 6ng Diém.
(Pentagon Papers, trang 221)

Theo ban phuc trinh cua Conein, Tuéng Duong Van
Minh néi véi ong Ngo Dinh Nhu ring néu 6ng Diém va Nhu
khong tir chtrc trong vong 5 phut dong hd, Dinh Toéng Thong s&
bi doi bom. Rdi Tuéng Minh dién thoai cho ong Diém. Ong
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Diém tir chbi n6i chuyén voi Tuéng Minh, va tuéng nay ra 1énh
ddi bom vao Dinh. Chién binh tién vao Dinh, nhung 6ng Diém
van tir chdi diéu dinh. Tuéng Minh dé nghi cho 6ng Diém co
hoi thir nhi dé dau hang nira gid sau do...

GHI CHU:

(1) Chuyén sé tién nay cho cac lanh dao cudc dao chanh
da dugc dé cap dén tir trudc cude dao chanh. Vao ngay 29-10-
1963, Dai St Lodge gui dién van noi rang nén doan trudc rang
can c6 tién tro gitp. (Dién van, Pai st Lodge giri BO Ngoai
Giao My, ngay 29/10/1963 va ngay 30/10/1963) Conein da
nhan tién ndy vao ngay 24-10-1963, va giit tién ndy trong tu st
tai nha riéng cua ong.

-HET TRANG 222 —

biINH KEM >
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222

The United States increased pressure on Diem to mend his ways.
On October 17, General Richard Stillwell (MACYV operations chief)
informed Secretary Thuan that the United States was suspending aid
tothe Special Forces units responsible for the pagoda raids until they
were transferred to the field and placed under Joint General Staff
(JGS) command. (Pentagon Papers, p. 217 ) On October 27, Lodge
traveled to Dalat with Diem, but did not. receive any commitment from
Diem to comply with American requests. (Pentagon Papers, p. 219)

On October 28, Conein met with General Don, who had received
assurance from Lodge that Conein spoke for the United States. Don
said that he would make the plans for the coup available to the Am-
bassador four hours before it took place, and suggested that Lodge not
change his plans to go to the United States on October 31. (LG. Re-
port, G, p. 37; Pentagon Papers, p. 219)

On October 30, Lodge reported to Washington that he was power-
less to stop the coup, and t}gat the matter was entirely in Vietnamese
hands. General Harkins disagreed and cabled his oppositign to the
coup to General Taylor. (Pentagon Papers, p. 220) A cable from
Bundy to Lodge dated October 30 expressed White House concern
and stated that “[w]e cannot accept conclusion that we have no power
~ to delay or discourage a coup.” (Cable, Bundy to Lodge, 10/30/63)
A subsequent cable on that same day from Washington instructed
Lodge to intercede with the Generals to call off the coup if he did
not believe it would succeed. The instructions prescribed “strict non-
invo]v;*,ment and somewhat less strict neutrality.” (Pentagon Papers,
p. 220

| HW, .
Late in the morning of November 1, the first units involved in the
coup began to deploy around Saigon. The Embassy was given only
four minutes warning before the coup began. (Cable, MACV to Joint
Chiefs of Staff, 11/ 1/63) An aide to Don told Conein to bring all
available money to the Joint General Staff headquarters. Conein
brought 3 million piasters (approximately $42,000) to the headquar-
ters, which was given to Don to procure food for his troops and to pay
death benefits to those killed in the coup. (Conein, 6/20/75, p. 72)*
Conein was at the Joint General Staff headquarters during most of
the coup. (LG. Report, C, pp. 41-42) At 1:40 p.m., the Generals pro-
posed that Diem resign immediately, and guaranteed him and Nhu safe
departure. (Conein A fter-Action Report, p. 15) The palace was sur-
rounded shortly afterwards, and at 4:30 p.mn. the Generals announced
the coup on the radio and demanded the resignation of Diem and Nhu.
Diem called Lodge and inquired about the United States’ position.
Lodge responded that the United States did not, yet have a view, and
expressed concern for Diem’s safety. (Pentagon Papers, p. 221)
According to Conein’s report, Minh told Nhu that if he and Diem
did not resign within five minutes, the palace would be bombed. Minh
then phoned Diem. Diem refused to talk with him and Minh ordered
the bombing of the palace. Troops moved in on the palace, but Diem
still refused to capitulate. Minh offered Diem a second chance to sur-

———

* Passing money to the coup leaders was considered sometime prior to the coup. On
October 29. Lodge cabled that a request for funds should he antieipated. (Cables, ge to
st?.t(i 1[1(2/2.;19/63, and 10/80/68) Coneln recelved the money on October 24, and kept it in a
safe in his house,
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’ Ban ’Ghi Nh¢ Tinh Bao:
THICH TRI QUANG va Muc Tiéu
Chinh Tri Phat Giao tai Nam Viét Nam

VAN PHONG GIAM POC TINH BAO

Ho So Mt
Viét ngay 20 thang 4 nim 1966
H6 so s6 No. 0806/66
Bén thir 213
Giai Mat Ngay 15 thang 1 ndm 2004
Tén hd so: CIA-RDP80B01676R000100050011-6.pdf

(LOI NGUOI DICH: H6 so nay da giai mat theo luat Hoa Ky
— tuy van con xda tring 2 dong & trang 1, va x6a trang hai
trang 3 va 4 — s& cho thay cach nhin tir chinh pha My vé tinh
hinh Viét Nam trong thap nién 1960s. Ho so nay cho thay danh
gi4 tir phia tinh bao Hoa Ky vé Thay Thich Tri Quang va hoat
dong cua Phat Gido VN trong ndm 1966, tirc 1a ba nam sau khi
Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Ptc vi phap thi€u than. Mot vai
danh gia trong ban vin nay bay gid da thay 1a khong chinh xac,
khi My dya vao suy doan dé gan ghép mot muc tiéu chinh tri
nao d6 cho mot hay nhiéu vi su. Tuy nhién, ban vin nay cho
thdy cai nhin tir phia tinh bdo Hoa Ky d6i v6i Phat Gido trong
tinh hinh lic d6 dang gay gat, va s& chiéu roi thém mot phan
vao lich st phong trao Phat Gido.
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Piém ghi nhan tir ho so danh gia nay:

(1) Phat Gido dimg vé quyén loi dan toc, khong hé bi chi
phdi boi ngudi Cong san hay boi nguoi My;

(2) Thoi ky Phat Gido hdi phuc gin lién véi phong trao
khéang Phép;

(3) Nguoi Phéap cing cb quyén luc cai tri phan 16n 1a nho
cac gido s,

(4) Ban van CIA nay con qua so sai, khong nhin dang tinh
hinh ché d6 cua Tong Thong Diém da gay git dan ap ton gido,
nhu ddi véi Pao Cao Dai

[http://hoangnamgiao.blogspot.com/2013/02/ao-cao-ai-bi-
nha-ngo-ap-ra-sao-tran-van.html] hay d6i voi Phat Gido Hoa
Hao [http://hoangnamgiao.blogspot.com/2013/02/phat-giao-
hoa-hao-bi-nha-ngo-ap-ra-sao.html], d6 1a chua néi tdi truong
hop Phat Gido;

(5) Ban than Thay Thich Tri Quang khong lién hé gi t6i
CIA hay Cong san, chi la mdt nguoi chu nghia dan toc;

(6) Theo CIA danh gia, Phat Gido 1a cam xuc sdu thim
nhit cta da sé dan VN (xem doan van 27), chinh phii Phat Gido
néu co s& co thé 1a kinh dich manh nhat ma Viét Cong co thé
d6i dién (xem doan 30), va Phat Gido mudn thay ngudi My roi
Viét Nam (xem doan 31).

Cin ghi nhén bbi canh nay:

- Thang 3 nam 1966, Phat Tir biéu tinh tai Pa Ning va
Hué, tong dinh cong, chiém dai Phat thanh & Hué va Da Nang.

- Ngay 17-3-1966, tai Sai Gon dai sit Hoa Ky tai VNCH,
Cabot Lodge gip Thay Thich Tri Quang, trong khi cac tuong
Nguyén Vin Thiéu, Nguyén Cao Ky gip Thiy Thich Tam
Chau.

- Ngay 19-3-1966, Vién Hoa dao Giao hoi Phat gido Viét
Nam Théng nhét tuyén bd khong chdng ddi chinh phit ma chi
doi hoi bau cir va thanh 1ap chinh phu dan sy. Bicu tinh tiép
dién.

- Ngay 5-4-1966, tudng Nguyen Cao Ky dem theo hang
ngan binh si ra Da Ning bang cau khong van My, nhung bi binh
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linh dia phuong ngéan chan, khong cho ra khoi san bay.

- Ngay 8-4-1966, chinh phu giri tiép hai tiéu doan Thuy
Quan Lyc Chién ra Da Ning nhung Bo Ngoai giao My phan d6i
va yéu cau chinh phu giai quyét tranh chip bang thuong luong.

- Ngay 14-4- 1966, trung tudng Nguyen Van Thi¢u
nhuong by, cong b séc luat sb 14/66, t6 chirc bau cir Qubc hoi
Lap hién dé soan thao va biéu quyét hién phap VNCH. Phat
gido tuyén bd tam ngung dau tranh.

- Ngay 17-4-1966, Thay Thich Tri Quang tir Sai Gon ra
Hué dan xép va kéu goi ngung biéu tinh.

- Va ngay 20-4-1966, ho so tinh béo nay dugc soan théo. ..

Trong ban dich nay, chir “Catholic” s€ dich 1a “Thién
Chua gido,” hiéu 1a thuéc hé “Thién Chua gido La ma” cua
Vatican. Sau day la ban dich toan van, thyc hién boi Cu Si
Nguyén Giac.)

TOM LUGC:

Mot chién thang chinh trj Phat Gido xuat phat tir khing
hoang chinh tri hién nay & Nam Viét Nam s& dan t6i mot bude
khung lai tam thoi dbi v6i muc tiéu va cac chuong trinh Hoa
Ky, nhung s€ khong c6 nghia 1a tham hoa hoan toan. Nhing
muc tiéu duoc néu 1én tir cac vi l1anh dao Phat Gido nhan manh
té1 vige gin git sy doc 1ap cua Nam Viét Nam va sy tu do
khong bi Cong San ché ngy. (Nguoi dich: Téi day 1a hai dong
trong ban van giai mat bi co quan giai mat xoa trang. Nhiing
ngudi Phat Tir 14 mot yéu td chinh tri ¢ suc manh ma bat ky
chinh phi ndo ciing phai thuong luong néu muén dat on dinh.

Céc vi su chinh tri, nhu Thich Tri Quang, khong nhat
thiét 1én tiéng cho, hay dai dién cho, udc mudn chan thuc cia
tat ca Phat Ta Nam Viét Nam, nhung ho c6 mot t6 chuc chinh
trj hiéu qua, dua vao s6 dong quan ching, hon bét ky ai khéc
khong phai ngudi Cong san. Hé théng t6 chie Phat Gido khong
phai la Cong san, mac du cac hoat dong cua cac vi lanh dao to
churc nay thuong trg giup cho chinh nghia Cong san. Thai do va
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cac hanh xir ciia nhitng vi nay, va su tiép nhan cia cong ching
VN d6i v6i anh hudng chinh tri cia ho, da bi diéu kién héa boi
cac yéu td t6n gido, chinh tri va xa hoi xuyén qua lich st VN.

Néu cac Phat T thanh cong trong viéc nim chinh
quyén, Hoa Ky s& bi truc dién véi cac vin dé chinh tri té nhi.
Tuy nhién, vé 1au dai, mot chinh phu do Phat T chiém da sb ¢6
thé c6 hiéu qua on dinh tinh hinh VN.

Khéng c6 vé gi 1a mot chinh pha Phat Gido sé& ¢b y trao
Nam VN cho ngudi Cong san. Mic di cac Phat Tir mong mudn
két thac sy hién dién va anh huéng cua My, cac vi lanh dao
Phat Gido chinh yéu cong nhan rang sy hd trg kinh té va quan
su cua My s€ con can t6i mot thoi gian nita. Mac du ho c6 vé
mong mudn mot Nam VN doc 1ap trong kiém soat cua Phat
Giao, ho co 1€ nhan ra réng muc tiéu nay kh()ng c6 thé thanh dat
néu khong c6 My ting ho dé chong lai nguoi Cong san.

Mot chinh phu do Phat Giao kiém soat s& bi nhin véi bat
man va nhiéu ngd vuc tir cac to chirc ton gido khac va chinh trj
khac tai Nam VN, va mot sb to chirc nay co thé s& tim cach lat
d6 chinh phua (ctia PG). Tuy nhién, d6i dién v6i lwa chon giita
nguoi Phat T va Viét Cong, hau hét cac t6 chirc khac s& co thé
s& di chung voi PG, hy vong diéu t6t nhat nhung cho doi diéu té
nhét.

Néu PG nim dugc quyén lyc chinh tri cling s& gay cang
thang 16n trong quan luc Nam VN. V& ngén han, sy doan két va
tinh hi€u qua cua quan doi s€ co6 1€ bi thiét hai. Tuy nhién, cé
thé it nhat 1a mirc d6 tiém tang ung ho PG trong khap quan doi
Nam VN c¢6 thé din toi su doan két tot hon va mot y nghia 16n
hon vé mot cin cude gitra quan ddi va quan chiing.

Sw Thich Tri Quang

1. Néu ngudi PG thanh cong trong viéc 1t d6 chinh phu
hién nay 6 Nam VN va dung 1én mét chinh phu nhu ho mubn,
két qua s& 1a mot chién thing cho Su Thich Tri Quang, nguoi s&
tro thanh, it nhat tam thoi 13, khuon mit chinh tri quyén lyc nhat
tai Nam VN. Su Thich Tri Quang la mdt ngudi Viét Nam doc
déo, va rat phuec tap. Ong 16 vé mo nhat, tu d@)ng nhét “y mudn
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quan ching” véi cua riéng ong, va ky ludng choi tro chinh tri.
Ong 1a nguoi theo chii nghia dan toc toi mirc khong ua ngoai
qudc; ong 1a bac thdy cua nghé thuat kich dong va ap luc, va 1a
chinh khach hiéu qua nhat hién hoat dong & Nam VN. Khong ai
thuc su biét ong mubn gicu thé, va ong c6 1€ khong thé noi ra
cac muyc ti€u tich cyc cia ong voi bat ky mtrc do chinh xac

. (T6i déy, c6 2 trang bi x6a trang, khong bi giai mat.) ...
can téi su hd tro cua M7 trong viéc chién dau chéng lai Viét
Cong va d6i véi su bat kha cia viéc thuong thuyét voi nguoi
Cong san cho toi khi ho bi danh bai, s€ co rat it ngo vuc rang
6ng mudn thady My rit khoi Nam VN cang som cang tot. Ong
6 1€ c6 kha nang ty lam dong minh vd&i nguoi Cong san néu
ong xem xét diéu nay 1a loi thé dé dat cac muc tiéu chinh trj va
ton giao cua 6ng, va 6ng tu tin tGi mic nghi 1a 6ng c6 thé 16i
kéo ho 1am ddng minh khi ho trudc d6 da 1am lgi cho muc tiéu
cua 6ng. Thuong khi, 6ng nhu duong da xem nguoi Thién Chua
gido VN nhu 13 mot hiém hoa 16n hon ddi v6i cha nghia dan toc
va d6i voi Phat Gio, hon 1a nguoi Cong san.

Bbi Canh Phong Trao Phat Gido

7. Su phat trién lich st ciia Phat Gido tai VN da giup tao
ra quan diém chinh tri ctia Su Thich Tri Quang, va ngay ca quan
trong hon, da cho 6ng mot quﬁn ching don nhan rdng 16n. Phat
Gi4o vao VN tir Trung Qudc trong thoi ky TQ d6 ho, chiém
dong VN hon mot ngan ndm theo Tay lich. Cung vo1 Phat Giao,
nguodi TQ da dua nhitng 1y thuyét va khai niém ton giao khac,
ké ca Khong Gido va Pao Gido, tat ca tich hop tai VN véi tin
nguong bai vat va tho td tién von da rong 16n, dac biét 1a trong
dan chung mién qué.

8. Gan nhu tit ca nguoi dan toc Viét [ngudi Kinh] déu
theo Pai Thira PG, mot nhanh Phat Gido Bic Truyén. Nguoi
séc toc Viét nguyén khoi cu ngu ¢ noi bay gio la Bic VN, va da
tién dan dan vé nam qua nhiéu thé ky dé chinh phuc noi bay gio
l1a Nam VN tir nguoi sdc toc Khmer, tire la sac toc cua nguoi
Cam B6t hién nay. Van con nhiéu ngudi thiéu sé Khmer & cac
tinh ving dong bang Nam VN, theo PG Theravada (Nam Tong
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hay Nam Truyén), mét hinh thirc chinh thong hon duogc truyen
vao tir An D6 va Tich Lan. Mic du ca 2 truyén théng PG Bic
Truyén va Nam Truyén c6 mot lién minh chinh thirc 10ng 1éo
hién nay, anh huéng cua lanh dao PG Béc Truyén hién nay &
Nam VN ¢ cac tinh cyc nam cua Nam VN van twong ddi han
che.

Thién Chua Giao va Nguwdoi Phap

9. Phat Gido c6 mot chut anh huong chinh tri tai VN cho
t6i thoi nha Ly; tridu nha Ly kéo dai tr 1009-1224 di chinh
thirc ting hd Phat Giao. Thoi ky nay c6 sy hop tac gan giii giita
chinh tri va ton gido, gitra cac vi vua va cac vi su, do 1a cao
diém ciia PGVN, va ton gido nay sau do suy giam cho t6i nhiing
niam gan day. Tuy nhién, thoi vang son nay da cho PGVN mot
hao quang dan toc truyén ky, cho tin t&i bay gio. Suy giam thé
lyc cua PG tang nhanh hon, khi nguoi Phap vao. Sirc manh
chinh tri 4p dat cia nguoi Phap trong thé ky 19 theo sau cac
doan tmyen gido Dong Tén tir khoang 2 thé ky trudc d6. Céc
chirc sic nha thd sau d6 da lién minh véi nhiing thanh phan
quyén lyc. Co luc, sy ung ho — gdm ca cac quan danh thué vii
trang (armed mercenaries) — tir cac chue sic Cong Gido nguoi
Phap thyc té da gitip dung 1én Nha Nguyen ma hoang dé cudi
cung ctia dong vua nay 1a Bao Dai d bi trudt phé nim 1954. Su
lién hé ctia giGi tu si nguoi Phap va gido dan nguoi Viét da dan
t6i 101 kéu goi tang hd tro tir chinh phii Phap, va roi dan toi viée
quan doi Phap vao can thiép, va tan cung la t6i sy thiét 1ap
quyén kiém soat chinh tri ciia nguoi Phap trén khip Pong
Duong.

10. Nguoi Phap di cai tri Pong Duong phan lorn xuyen
qua cac quan chuc nguoi Viét dugc léo 1ai bdi cac “cO van”
ngudi Phap. Pa s6 nhitng nguoi Viét nay 1a Thién Chua giéo, it
nhét theo danh nghia, mot phan boi vi doi hoi vé gido duc cho
giai cap quan chtrc nguoi Vi¢t chu yeu la tr cac truong hoc day
bang tleng Phap do nha tho CG kiém soat. Nguoi Phéap cung
thay diéu nay thuan loi, nham duy tri su kiém soat cta ho, dé
khuyén khich sy trung thanh & dia phuong va khu vuc, khich 18
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su chia ré€ chinh tri (dé dé cai tri) va hé théng truong dao gitia
cac than dan Thién Chla gido cua ho va cac than dan khéng-
CoOng-giao. Ho ciing khong lam bao nhiéu trong viéc tang thém
khuynh huéng von di chia r& trong Phat Gido VN. Do vay, mot
cach truyén thong, va ciing khong sai_bao nhiéu, nhimg nguoi
Viét khong theo Thién Chia gido van ddng nhét dao Thién
Chua gido voi ngudi Chau Au va véi su cai tri ciia ngoai qudc.
11. Trong thap nién 1920s, mot thoi ky cua Phat Giao
héi phuc, gan nhu trung hop vi cac phong trao chéng Phap tai
Viét Nam, ké ca phong trdo Cong san. Su hdi phuc ciia Phat
gido phan anh khong chi 1a mdt chu nghia dan toc bai ngoai,
chu nghia nay von trong tu than 1a mot déc tinh cta dan Viét,
nhung ciing 14 nhiing cam xtic cay ding cua lich sir d an sau
gitra nguoi Viét Thién Chla gido va khéng theo Thién Chua
gi4o. Tinh hinh thay thé chil nghia thyc dan ciia Phap & Nam
VN béi ché do Ng6 DPinh Diém, cho du 6ng Diém la nguoi chu
nghia dan toc chéng Phap, ¢ khuynh hudng kéo dai quyén
kiém soat ctia giai cap quan lai Thién Chla gido von da cuong
thinh dudi thoi Phap. Mac du 6ng Diém khong chinh thire ky thi
gita tin d6 Thién Chla giao va Phat tir, va khong dan ap ton
gido, ngudn hd tro chinh ctia 6ng chu yéu 1a Thién Chua gido,
hodc 1 nhitng nguoi c6 t6 chirc chinh tri tir qué mién Trung ciia
6ng, hodc 1a nhimg nguoi di cu chdng Cong tir Bac VN. Trong
khi chinh phtt 6ng Diém ngay cang tr¢ nén doc tai, b may nay
da tao nén mot co ché kiém soat chinh tri ngay cang chat ché do
da sb 1a Thién Chua giao thong tri, va nén tang do vay da dit ra
mot “nan dé ton gido” noi d6 ngudi Phat tir ¢6 thé néu 1én, va
nhiing chi trich va chdng dbi 6ng Diém co thé tap trung vao.

Phong Trao Phat Gido Hién Nay

12. S6 luong Phat tir nhi¢t tam, tu hanh tich cuc tai Nam
VN la khoang tir 2 tdi 2.5 triéu nguoi, trong phia Thién Chua
gido la tur 1 t61 1.5 triu nguoi. Hau hét nguoi Viét khac o mién
Nam 14 tong hop nhiéu khuynh huéng ton giao khac, gin bé véi
tin ngudng bai vat, tho t6 tién, va theo dao 1y Khoéng tir. Tuy
nhién, vi dai da sé nguoi Viét khong theo Thién Chua giéo,
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phong trao Phat gido da tu co bdi canh chung dé lén tiéng
chéng déi mot Thién Chua gido day quyen luc chinh tri. Phat
gi4o ciing cung cap mot phuong tién dé bay to chu nghia dan
toc boéi nhitng ngudi Viét khong theo Thién Chla gido, cling
nhu [cung cdp] mot diém tap trung dé dbi khang voi mot chinh
quyén cu thé ¢ Sai Gon.

13. Trudc thoi Thé Chién II, nguoi Phat tir dd c6 nhiéu
nd luc dé thiét 1ap cac gido hoi khu vuc hay toan quéc. Trong
thoi hung thinh ctia cac chu nghia dan toc Chau A sau thé chién,
Téng héi Phat gido Viét Nam thanh 1ap nam 1951. T chuc nay,
mot lién minh loéng 1€éo cua cac hoi Phat giad khu vuc, duoc
thiét 1ap dé trao d6i quan diém va dé khoi 1én mot vai cam thic
vé théng nhét gitra cac truong phai Phat gido. Tuy nhién, mot
cach chu yéu, Phat tir thuan thanh van con tap trung quanh céac
vi su tai mot ngdi chua hay tong phai cu thé, hay 1a quanh cac vi
su cao cap O nhitng khu dé thi. Cac chinh sach va nhimng hanh
dong cia ong Diém — va dac biét 1a nhirng su kién cua thang 5-
1963 & Hué, luc d6 dd dua Su Thich Tri Quang Ién tim véc
toan qubc — dd 1a mot tic nhan dé thic day Phat tir, va dic biét
1a cac vi su, vao moéi truong chinh tri. Sau nhimg thang xung
khic véi chinh phu 6ng Diém, nguoi Phat tir to1 luc do da hién
16 ra nhiing tai ning chinh tri va c¢6 kha ning to chc, sir dung
co ché Téng hoi Phat gido Viéc nam cho cac muyc tiéu cua ho.

14. Cudc tranh dau chéng ong Diém, cao diém 1a viéc
quan doi lat dd nha Ngo, da cho nguoi Phat tr mot cam thirc
méi vé doan két théng nhét va cho céc lanh dao cuia ho mot udc
mudn quyén lyc. Mot dai hoi dé thong nhat Phat tr VN da t6
chtrc cudi ndm 1963 dan t6i viéc thanh lap mot t6 chirc moi,
Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam Théng nhat (GHPGVNTN), bao
gOm tit ca cac tong phai PG chinh, gdbm ca PG Nam Tong
(Theravada). GHPGVNTN c6 2 co ché tong quat: mot Vién
Tang Thong (VTT) trén danh nghia la cao nhit va quan tdm
chinh 12 vé tinh than, va mot Vién Hoa Dao (VHD), tic la co
ché hanh phap cua Giad hoi, dac biét vé cac van dé thé gian.
Duéi quyén VHD, chu tich 13 Su Thich Tam Chau, 13 sau tong
vu trong y hét nhu cac ban by trong mét dang chinh tri mudn
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tim quyén lyc.

15. Cao nhat trong Gido hoi 1a Su Thich Tinh Khiét, mot
bac dai su tudi trén bat tuan va la lanh dao tinh than cua phong
trao Phat gido. Thuc té, Su nay chi la mat ngoai cho cac vi su
tré¢ hon va xong xdo hon, dac bi¢t 1a Su Thich Tri Quang, ngudi
gilt chitc Tong Thu Ky Vién Tang Théng. Tir 1au dd c6 kinh
nhau gitra Su Thich Tri Quang, dai dién cac Phat tir xong x40
Mién Trung, va Su Thich Tam Chau, nguoi, c6 ban doanh ¢ Sai
Gon, cé quyen lyc tir ung ho cua va la phat ngdn nhén cua Phét
tir di cu tir Bic vao. Su Thich Tam Chau, xap xi cing tudi voi
Su Thich Tri Quang, dugc xem c6 lap trudong trung dung hon.
Mic du ¢6 vé nhu mot s6 di biét chinh sach hién 1 giita hai vi
su nay, viéc Phat tr tham gia vao chinh tri d3 gan nhu ludn ludn
cho thdy rang Su Thich Tri Quang nim quyén chi huy, va Su
Thich TAm Chéu hoic 14 phai di dong bd hodc 1a nhuong budc.
Su Thich Tam Chau thuong xuyén 1a mot muc tiéu — trong khi
Su Thich Tri Quang khong bao gio bi — ctia nhirng tdn cong tir
phia Viét Cong va tir quy chup rang vi su nay 1a mot “bip bé
cua My.”

16. Trong nhiéu vi su chinh tri khac & Nam VN, ngudi
uy thé nhit bay gio 13 Su Thich Thién Minh, mot su cing quan
diém nang dong cta Su Thich Tri Quang, va Su Thich H) Giac,
mot nha hung bién thudng ding vé phia Su Thich Tam Chau va
1a mot trong s6 it cac vi su theo PG Nam Tong, timg tu hoc &
Cam B6t. Mot vi su ndi tiéng khac, Su Thich Quéang Lién, tdt
nghiép dai hoc Yale, trong c6 vé nhu than cin, nhung khong
hoan toan 13, thudc vong trong co ché Phat gido. NG luc cua Su
Thich Quang Lién mudn ddy ra mot phong trao hoa binh vao
dau nam 1965, du co6 quang ba hay khong boi cac su tham
quyén, da bi dep bo boi ca cac su tham quyén va chinh phu ong
Quat vi c& nghi ngd rang Phat tir c6 thé dang bi Viét Cong loi
dung. Tuy nhién, tuyén truyén Cong san van lién tuc chi trich
phong trao cia Su Thich Quang Lién la khong di “dung
duong,” va am chi rang d6 12 mot hinh thirc cam biy ciia My.
Su Thich PBuc Nghi¢p, mot vi su chéng Cong manh mé, la
ngudi tich cyc trong phong trao Phat gido chdng ong Diém,
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nhung da ra ngoai qudc rdi. Lap trudng chdng cong manh mé
cua Su Thich Dirc Nghiép da vuot xa khoi cac gidi han ma cac
vi su trong Giao hdi cta ong san _sang lya chon, va cling ¢6 v¢
nhu da khoi 1én ngo vuc cua ho rang Su ndy mudn ¢ ung ho tir
phia My trong viéc tranh quyén Gido hoi.

Muc Tiéu Chinh Tri Phat Gido

17. Nguoi ta thudng suy doan rang cac dinh ché dan chu
ma cac lanh dao Phat Giao ndi 1a muc tiéu cua ho thi vdi ho chi
1a phuong tién dé dat toi mot quéc gia c6 anh huong Phat Gido,
mic du khong nhét thiét 12 mot nha nuéc Phat Giao. Theo cac
van ban cong bd va theo cac cude ndi chuyén riéng cua ho voi
cac vién chare My, cac Phat tir bay gid muoén cb mot qudc hoi
don vién do dan bau lén. Miac du Su Thich Tri Quang thudng
n6i vé nhu ciu can c6 mot chinh phu trung wong manh, cac Phat
ttr ¢6 vé nhu ndi vé mot co ché chinh phu duogc Iua chon bdi va
chiu trach nhiém vé6i Qudc hoi ndy. Su Thich Tri Quang ciing
n6i vé mot nghi vién 1am thoi, sé gém cac dai dién duoc cur 1én
boi cac hoi dong tinh va dia phuong duoc bau hdi thang 5-1965.
Co quan 1dm thoi ndy s& soan thao mot Hién phap va hoic 1a
“phé chuan” chinh phu hién nay dang chod tuyén ctr, hodc la
chon mét vai ché do 1am thoi nao khac. Muc tiéu cua thi tuc
tién bau ctr nay dugc hicu 1a s& cho Nam VN mot chinh phu
“hgp phap” cang sém cang tdt.

18. Nguoi Phat tir ndi rang ho c6 thé thing da sb trong
bau ctr -- diéu co thé xay ra, nhung chua chimg minh thuce té —
nhung rang ho mudn ¢6 mdt chinh phu quan binh gém nhing
nguoi xuat sic nhat ¢6 thé. Tuy nhién, viéc két hop kha thé ctia
mot chinh phu 1am thoi hay thuong truc voi da so6 1a Phat T thi
khong thé tién doan chinh xac. C6 su ngd vuc [chua rd] 13 [s&
c6] bat ky vi su uy quyén nao, dic biét 1a Su Thich Tri Quang,
s& mudn nhén bat ky vi tri hanh phap c6 trach nhi€ém nao. Mot
sO vi, gdm ca Su Thich Tam Chau, c6 thé dong ¥ 1am mot thanh
vién cia hodc 1a mot Qubc hoi lam thoi hay thuong tryc; Su
Thich Tri Quang, nguoi c6 v¢ nhu wa mudn khong ché tir hau
trudng, gan nhu chic chin s& khong [mudn vao Qudc hoi].
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19. It nhat 1 trong mot chinh phui 1am thoi, khong ¢ vé
gi 1a ngudi Phat tir s& moi mot s6 khuén mat ndi tiéng, nhu
Tuong Duong Van Minh (dang ¢ hai ngoat) vé lam nguyén thi
qudc gia; ho ciing da cho thiy rang ho s& chdp nhan mot nguoi
Thién Chua giao khong theo ché do o ong Diém vao vi tri nay. Ho
¢ thé moi mot vai dan sy Phat tir lam Tha Tuoéng, mac du Su
Thich Tri Quang da cho thdy rang Su s& chap nhan mot vai
khuon mit khong ton gido nhu Tudng hdi huu Tran Vin Dén.
Trong trudong hop cua mot Qudc hoi 1am thoi, ngudi Phat tir s&
hodc 1a doi bau cir sém dé chon 1én mot Quoc Hoi, hoac 1a tim
cach chuyén mot co quan 1am thoi, néu cé thé duoc, thanh mot
Quéc héi thuong truc.

20. Bau ctr t6 chirc dudi sy bao boc ciia Phat gido s& co
thé bi dan dyng dé c6 mot Qudc hoi do Phat tir kiém soat,
nhung mot vai chinh khach uy thé khong bi kiém soat bai Phat
tir, nhu Bac s Phan Quang Pan (LND: ban van CIA viét nham
1a ‘Dr. Pham Quang Dan’), c6 thé s& thing ctr. Voi gia thiét
réng nguoi Phat tir co thé, va s& chon, dé thiét 1ap mot chinh
phu toan 14 Phat tir, Thu Tudéng s&, khong ngd vuc gi, han 1a
mot vai chinh khach Phat tir dan sy, nhu Bui Tuong Huan, hién
la Vién Truong Vién DPai Hoc Hué. Cac chirc bd truéng s€ co
thé 1a gidi tri thirc va cu s Phat tir tré, va cé thé mot vai si quan
quan doi than Phat gido. Viéc dung 1én chinh phu do, tat nhién,
s& theo sau d6 1a thay doi hang loat tinh truéng, nhu kiéu Viét
Nam trudce gio.

Phan Ung Thién Chua Gido va Nguwoi Khong Phai
Phat Tw

21. Mot chinh phut do Phat tir kiém soat s& bi nhin voi
bat man va lo ngai 1én tir cdc nhom chinh tri khac tai Nam VN.
Nguoi Thién Chla gido, dic biét thanh phan ngudi Bic di cu,
s& rat 1a bat man. Mot vai t6 chirc Thién Chua gido, nhu gido
dan cua Linh Myc (LM) Hoang Quynh va LM Nguyén Quang
Lam, s& gan nhu chic chin lam vai hinh thic kich dong, it nhat
la tai Sai Gon, voi hy vong lat dd chinh phu. Tuy nhién, ddi
dién véi lya chon gilra nguoi Phat tor va Viét Cong, hau hét
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nguoi Thién Chla gido c6 18 rdi s& quyét dinh, voi nhidu muc
do do du, réng ho khong con chon lya nao khac ngoai viéc déng
hanh véi tan chinh phu, hy vong cho diéu tét nhat nhung ciing
mong doi diéu ¢ nhat.

22. Cac nhom thiéu s khac, ké ca Cao Dai va Hoa Hao,
cling s& bat mén, mic du co 1& it bao dong hon ngudi Thién
Chla gido; nhitng ‘dan Nam ky’ — tirc 1a nhitng nguoi sinh &
cac tinh phia Nam, tirc 1a noi trudc kia goi 1a ving Cochinchina
— ciing s& c¢6 thém phan bat méan chinh phi méi véi cd ving
mién, boi vi Su Thich Tri Quang va céac Phat tir than tin ctia Su
nay 1a tir cac tinh mién Trung. Nhiing noi cac nhoém thiéu sb
nay c6 thé luc, nhung nhiéu noi & ving Pong Bang Song Ciru
Long, ¢6 thé & mirc 6 nhiéu it “ly khai” khoi chinh quyén trung
uvong, mdc du hau qua chinh tri s€ kém nghiém trong so véi viéc
Quan Boan I tach roi.

23. Viéc Phat tir nim quyén luc chinh tri s& gdy cing
thang sdu tham trong quan doi Nam VN. Mot sb si quan, dic
biét 1a Thién Chua gido, co 1& s& nghi toi dao chanh dé quan doi
nam quyén trd lai. Néu nguoi Phat tir nhanh chéng dua céc si
quan trung thanh giir cac chirc vu cam quan quan trong, nhfrng
quan nhan trung kién, cling nhu cong dong Thién Chua gido, c6
thé ty thay ddi dién voi sy lya chon cay dang giita nguoi Phat tr
hay Viét Cong, va roi s& chon vé phia ngudi Phat tir. Vé ngin
han, duéi nha nudc anh huong Phat tir, sy doan két va tinh hiéu
qua cua cép lanh dao quan doi Nam VN s€ co thé thiét hai. S&
kho tién doan thiét hai nay kéo dai bao lau, nhung it nhét c6 thé
rang mirc d ung ho tiém tang ddi voi nguoi Phat tur van rong
rai khap quan doi, déc biét ¢ si quan cap thap va & Quan Doan I,
c6 thé s& dan t6i doan két quan doi rong 16n hon va toi mot y
nghia 16n hon vé cin cudc gitta quan doi va quan ching.

24. Mot khi da ndm quyén, khong c6 1y do dé tin ring
nguoi Phat tir s& thuan nhat mot khdi hon 1 bat ky nhém dan
Vié¢t nao khac. Ba c6 chia ré thay 16 trong hang nga cua ho. Su
Thich Tam Chau va tin d6 hau hét gbc Bic ciia vi Su nay dang
thiy bat an vé wu thé ctia Su Thich Tri Quang va thanh phan
mién Trung ung hd Su nay. Nhiéu Phat tir phia Nam — chi yéu
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1a cu si lanh dao Mai Tho Truyén va nguoi ung hd cu si nay,
cling nhu nhiéu nguoi trong Phat gido Nam tong — thi khdng
thién cam vo6i van dong ap luc hién nay cua Su Thich Tri
Quang. Méc du nhing tiéng noi trung dung trong _phong trao
Phat gido van thuong im lang trong thoi tranh dau su cang
thang ndi bo va su bat dong y tat s& tai xuat hién néu nguoi Phat
tir ndm quyén.

25. Mot chinh pht hinh dung nhu trén s& c6 thé gip kho
khan khi thuc hién quyén lyc trung wong trén ca nudc. N6 s& bi
vay bua tir phia boi tranh céi, boi do du, va boi su vién tudng
trong co ché qudc hoi quyén luc, va boi nhitng muu do tranh
quyén va chirc ngay ca trong cac phe Phat tur. Téc @6 va nhip
diéu cua nd luc chéng ndi day s& hau nhu bi han ché, it nhét 1a
tam thoi, do vay dat gdnh ning kém ché Viét Cong hau nhu
toan bo vao quan My va dong minh.

26. Tuy nhién, phan nhiéu nhitg su yéu kém cta mot
chinh phu Phat Gido s€, trong cac muc do khac nhau, ciling la
nhitng yéu kém s& gay réi bat ky tan chinh phi Nam VN nao.
Véi truong hop sttc manh quan su cia My va dong minh va cac
trg gitp lién hé c6 thé ngan can nhiéu bude tién ciia nguoi Cong
san trong mot thoi ky chuyen tlep chua 6n dinh, mot chinh phu
c6 da s6 Phat tir c6 thé c6 mot s6 wu thé ma chua chinh phu nao
trude d6 timg c6. Mot 1y do 16n cho diéu nay 13, khong ké téi
nguoi Cong san, nguoi Phat tir hién nay 1a to chirc quan chung
hiéu qua duy nhat tai Nam VN. Méc du nguoi Thién Chia gido
cling twong tu nhu_ thé, va co 1& ¢o ky luat hon, co cdu chinh tri
Phat gido c6 gdc r& quan chung sau hon, déc biét & mién Trung
va céc tinh ven bién phia bac Sai Gon, hon bat ky t6 chirc chinh
tri nao. Mac du muc d6 ma ngudi Phat tir co thé van dung tin dd
dé hd tro cho, chir khéng phai chéng dbi v6i, mot chinh pha van
con can phai chd xem, mot chinh phii Phat gido s& c6 mot khoi
nén tang quan chung tiém ning rong hon va manh hon bét ky
td chirc nao trude do cua ho.

27. Phat gido, nhu 1a mot khai ni¢ém ton gido chinh tri,
da chimg t6 rang chinh ho c6 kha ning danh dong nhitng cam
xtc sau thim trong nhiing khdi da sb cua dan toc Viét. Mot
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chinh phu Phat gido khuynh huéng dén toc nhay cam co thé s&
1a diéu ma tuyén truyén Cong san s& thy kho tan cong. Ngudi
Cong san ciing s& gip gian nan khi tim bt ky ddng minh nao
trong nhitng nguoi dbi 14p tw nhién cuia mot chinh phu Phat giao
so voi nguoi Thién Chula gido, nhitng ngudi nhu duong kién
quyét chong Cong.

Tinh Hinh Phét Gido Chiém Uu Thé va Chinh Sach
Hoa Ky

28. Su Thich Tri Quang, Su Thich Tam Chau va cac vi
su chinh tri khic, nhitng nguoi da thao luan vé myc tiéu Phat
gi4o voi cac vién chitc My déu am chi rang riéng ngudi Phat tir
co the “hop phap héa” vi tri Hoa Ky tai VN. Ho noi rang ho
mudn c6 su hd trg tlep tuc tr Hoa Ky, rang ho mudn véi tro
gitp cua My dé cach mang hoa xa hoi, va rang ho nhan ra sy
bat kha cta viéc hoa giai hay thuong thuyét véi Viét Cong trong
hoan canh hién nay. it nhat bang cach am chi, ho néi rang ho
muén thuc hién cudc chién tranh. Su chan thuc cua nhing 161
nay c6 1& con can chat van, va cach [ho] trinh bay cac muc tiéu
Phat giao s€ dugc thé hién ra cac chuong trinh chinh phu cu thé
thi khong co thé tién doan mot cach tu tin dugc.

29. Tuy nhién, c¢6 thé rang trach nhiém ctia quyén lyc s&
c¢6 tinh nghiém tac dbi voi nguoi Phat tir cling nhu nhiéu nha
cach mang thanh cong khac. Cach chdng Cong théng minh va
phtc tap ma cac lanh dao Phat gido trinh bay 1a mudn thuc hién
¢ thé duoge cung cd néu, mot khi tin dd cua ho nim quyén,
nhitng ngudi Phat tir kham phd rang cic phan tor Viét Cong
(nh@tng nguoi trude gio thanh cong trong viéc xam nhdp phong
trao tranh ddu Phat gido) khong sin 1ong ngung kich dong va
hoat dong gay réi. Viéc xam nhap qua do cia Cong san trong
nhiéu nhém tranh déu da cho cac phan tir chong Cong 1y do dé
quan ngai cong khai.

30. Trong khi c6 thé tranh c&i rang ngudi Cong san co
thé nam lang 1& dé khich 1& kha ning cta nhiing cudc thuong
thuyét thanh cong voi mot ché do Phat gido, ngudi Cong san sé
khong nhét thiét 1y luan va hanh dong kiéu nay. Hau qua chung
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ctia nhirng hoat dong gay rbi tiép dién cua ho, va c6 thé ngay ca
phong trao tranh du hién nay, c6 thé lam khai 1én trong nhiing
ngudi Phét tr mot ¥ thirc uu tién vé nhu cau chéng lai hiém hoa
Cong san. Néu ngudi Phat tir toan luc gén bd vao cude chién
chéng Cong, ho c6 thé s& 1a mot kinh dich chinh tri manh mé
hon bat ky kinh dich nao ma Viét Cong timg ddi dién.

31. C6 mot cau hoi nho rang ngudi Phat tir, mot cach
cam xuc, khong ua mutrc d6 can thiép ciia My hién nay trong van
dé Viét Nam va su hién dién rong 16n, 19 lidu cuia quan su My ,
vo1 nhiing hiu Gmg bén 18 la tat _phai xay ra. Khong ngo vuc gi
rang nguoi Phat tir rat mudn thdy nguoi My roi VN, mot muc
tiéu chic chan khong phu hop véi muc tiéu Hoa Ky. Van con
can phai cho xem rang c6 phai hay khong, rang ngudi Phat tir s&
c6 thé tim cach budc My rat quan sém trong tinh hinh tat s& dan
to1 chién thang cua nguoi Cong san. Co6 mot vai nguy hiém
rang, ngay ca néu diéu nay khong phai y dinh tryc tiép ctia ho,
su thién can cia ho co thé thuc day ho hanh dong trong nhiing
cach s& gy rtii ro dan téi hau qua do.

32. V& mat quan binh, nhu dudng khong co ve gi mot
chinh phu Phét gido s& ¢6 ¥ giao nop Nam VN vao tay ché do
CS ¢ Ha Noi. Su Thich Tri Quang co thé udc mudn c6 mot
Nam VN doc lap nhung dudi quyén kiém soat ctia Phat tir va
khong nam trong quyén lyc chinh tri cia CS. Su ¢ the nhan
thirc rang nhimg muyc tiéu nay khong co thé dat duoc néu khong
c6 hd trg va vién tro tr My, nhung dinh kién kém véi su thong
minh cta Su ndy va v6i nhitng myc tiéu truc tiép c6 thé dan Su
nay vao nhiing chu01 hanh dong va lién minh ma Su khong c6
thé dao nguoc ndi.

33. Mot chinh phu Phat gido, dac bi¢t khi mdt chinh phu
1én nim quyén v6i nhiing diéu kién 1am mat mat quan doi Nam
VN, s& gan nhu chic chin thir nghiém mot phuong phap khéc
v6i cude chién va cac chuong trinh hoa binh lién hé. Hanh dong
va chinh sach ctia mét chinh phu nhu thé s& sém 1am sang to
xem Su Thich Tri Quang c6 phai 1a mdt ngudi dung gitra than
Cong hay khong, nhu mét s6 nha quan sat My va Viét Nam quy
chup, hay c6 phai 1a mot ngudi chu nghia dan toc chong Cong
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nhu Su nay ty néi hay khong. Trong bit ky sy kién ndo, s& tat
yéu c6 mot vai thoi ky gian doan, trong thoi ky d6 quan My va
dong minh s& phai ganh chiu nhiéu phin ganh ning kém ché
tinh hinh Viét Cong tién quan va nd luc huong loi khi c¢6 su
gian doan mot quyén lic trung wong.

34. Tuy nhién, vé lau dai, mot chinh phu Phat gido co
thé chung to 14 c6 gbe 1& sau thim trong truyén thdng Viét Nam
hon bat ky chinh phi nao trude d6. Quan hé cua chinh quyén d6
voi My sé 1a kho khan va mong manh, dic biét boi vi chinh phu
Phat giao s€ co tinh dan toc nhay cam, va s¢ c6 mot kiéu hoat
dong khac so voi nhitng chinh phu tién nhiém than Tay phuong
hon. Mot chinh phu c6 Phat tir chiém da sb c6 18 s& quan tim
nhiéu hon véi sy trong sang cta cic khai niém cach mang hon
1a voi cac chi tiét thuc dung cua guf)ng may chinh tri hay véi
nhimg van dé cu thé nhu lam phat can c6 nhiing giai phép cu
thé. Tuy nhién, mot chinh phu ma trong d6 Phat tir co tiéng nodi
wu thé ¢ thé dan t6i mot diém tap trung dé chu nghia dan toc
Viét Nam hién 16, ma, mot cach thuc té, co thé cho toan bo co
cdu dan toc phi Cong san mat nén tang manh hon la nén tang
hién nay dang cé.

HET

Nguyén ban phong dnh
cua Co Quan Tinh Bdo Trung Uong Hoa Ky (CIA):
THICH TRI QUANG AND BUDDHIST POLITICAL
OBJECTIVES IN SOUTH VIETNAM

Link: http://thuvienhoasen.org/images/upload/CIA-
RDP80B01676R000100050011-6.pdf
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
20 April 1966

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

Thich Tri Quang and Buddhist Political
Objectives in South Vietnam

Summary

A Buddhist political victory stemming from the
current political crisis in South Vietnam would al-
most certainly entail a temporary setback to US ob-
Jjectives and programs, but would not portend total
disaster. The professed aims of the Buddhist leaders

stress preservation of South Vietnamese independence
and freedom from Communi ination

the Buddhists are a potent political factor
WL W

ich any government must come to terms if it
is to achieve stability.

The political bonzes, such as Thich @meaning
"venerable'")Tri Quang, do not necessarily speak for
or represent the true aspirations of all South Viet-
namese Buddhists, but they do have a more effective,
mass-based political organization than anyone else
in Vietnam other than the Communists, The Buddhist
hierarchy is not Communist, although the activities
of its leaders often aid the Communist cause. The
attitudes and behavior of these men, and the Viet-
namese public receptiveness of their political in-
fluence, have been conditioned by complex religious,
political, and sociological factors over the course
of Vietnamese history.

Should the Buddhists succeed in bringing to
power a government under their control, the US would
be confronted with delicate political problems. Over
the longer term, however, a Buddhist-dominated gov-
ernment could have the effect of stabilizing the
Vietnam situation.
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288

HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

25X1

3

25X1



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

25X1
Approved FornBgleage 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B0167§000100050011-6

It is unlikely that a Buddhist government would
deliberately hand South Vietnam to the Communists.
Although the Buddhists desire the eventual termina-
tion of US presence and influence, key Buddhist
leaders recognize that US economic and military sup-
port will be needed for some time. Though they ap-
pear to desire an independent South Vietnam under
Buddhist control, they probably recognize that this
goal cannot be achieved without US support and assist-
ance against the Communists.

A Buddhist-controlled government would be viewed
with resentment and great apprehension by other po-
litical and religious groups in South Vietnam, and
some of these groups might attempt to bring the gov-
ernment down. Faced with a choice between the Bud-
dhists and the Viet Cong, however, most other groups
would probably eventually decide to go along with the
Buddhists, hoping for the hest, but expecting the
worst.

Buddhist acquisition of political power would
also cause deep strains within the Vietnamese mili-
tary establishment. Over the short run, the unity
and effectiveness of the armed forces would prob-
ably be impaired. It is at least possible, however,
that the degree of latent support for the Buddhists
prevalent throughout the armed forces could even-
tually result in better military unity and a greater
sense of identity between the army and the populace,.

ZE} Quang

1. If the Buddhists succeed in toppling the
present government of South Vietnam and installing
a government responsive to their wishes, the net
result will be a victory for Tri Quang, who will
become at least temporarily the most powerful po-
litiecal figure in South Vietnam. Tri Quang is
highly complex and uniquely Vietnamese. He is vain,
equates ''the people’'s' wishes with his own, and
thoroughly enjoys playing the game of politics for
its own sake. He is nationalistic to the point of
xenophobia, a consummate master of the arts of agi-
tation and pressure, and the most effective poli-
tician now active in South Vietnam. No one really
knows what he wants, in concrete terms, and he him-
self probably could not spell out his positive ob-
Jjectives with any great degree of precision.

. 1
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the need for US support in fighting the Viet Cong
and to the impossibility of negotiating with the
Communists until they are defeated, there is little
doubt that he desires to see the US out of South
Vietnam at the earliest possible moment. He is
probably capable of allying himself with the Commu-
nists if he considered this advantageous to achiev-
ing his political and religious goals, and he is
sufficiently egotistical to believe he could shuck
them as allies when they had served his immediate
purposes, Often, he has seemed to regard the Viet-
namese Catholics as a greater threat to his con-
cepts of nationalism and Buddhism than the Communists.

Background of the Buddhist Movement

7. The historical development of Buddhism in
Vietnam has helped to shape Tri Quang's political
views, and, even more importantly, to provide him
with a large and potentially receptive audience.
Buddhism was introduced into Vietnam from China dur-
ing the middle period of Chinese domination which
lasted roughly over the first millennium A.,D, Along
with Buddhism, the Chinese introduced other religious
ideas and doctrines, including Confucianism and
Taoism, which underwent considerable fusion in Viet-
nam with the animism and spirit worship which were
prevalent, particularly among the rural population.

8. Virtually all ethnic Vietnamese adhere to
the Mahayana sect, an essentially northern branch
of Buddhism. The ethnic Vietnamese originally in-
habited the area that is now North Vietnam, and ex-
panded southward only gradually over the course of
several centuries to conquer what is now South Viet-
nam from the Khmers, or forerunners of the modern
Cambodians. There is still a large minority Khmer
population in the delta provinces of South Vietnam,
who practice Theravada Buddhism (the Hinayana or
"Lesser Vehicle" sect), a more orthodox form intro-
duced from India and Ceylon. Although both the
Mayahana and Theravada sects have a loose formal
alliance today, the impact of South Vietnam's pres-
ent Mahayana Buddhist leadership in the southernmost
provinces of South Vietnam is still comparatively
limited.

_5-
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Catholicism and the French

9, Buddhism had little political significance
in Vietnam until the Ly Dynasty, which lasted from
1009-1224, officially sponsored the religion. This
period of close political and religious cooperation
between emperors and the Buddhist clergy was the high
point of Vietnamese Buddhism, and the religion there-
after fell into a decline until recent years, This
ancient period of glory, however, gave Buddhism in
Vietnam something of a legendary "nationalist"” aura
which persists today., The decay of Buddhist influ-
ence in Vietnam was already well advanced when the
French arrived. The imposition of French political
authority in the 19th century was preceded by the
introduction of Jesuit missionaries some two cen-
turies earlier, The churchmen who followed eventually
made their own alliances with Vietnam's contending
power factions. 1In time,support--including armed
mercenaries--from French Catholic prelates actually
helped to install the Nguyen Dynasty, whose last
emperor Bao Dai was deposed in 1954. The involve-
ment of the French clergy, and their Vietnamese
followers, resulted in calls for increasing support
from the French Government, leading in turn to French
military intervention, and ultimately to the estab-
lishment of Frenchpolitieal control over all of Indo-
China.

10. The French ruled Indochina largely through
Vietnamese officials guided by French "advisers.'"
The majority of these Vietnamese were at least
nominally Catholic, partly because the education
requirements for the Vietnamese administrative class
were mainly available in church-controlled French
schools. The French also found it advantageous, in
order to maintain their control, to encourage re-
gional and local loyalties, political factionalism,
and parochialism among their Catholic and non-Catholic
subjects. They did little to discourage the existing
divisive tendencies in Vietnamese Buddhism. Thus,
traditionally, and not without some justification,
non-Catholic Vietnamese have tended to identify
Catholicism with the European foreigner, and with
foreign domination,

11. 1In the 1920s, a period of Buddhist resur-
gence began, roughly coinciding with the emergence
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of the anti-French nationalist movements in Vietnam,
including the Communist movement, The Buddhist re—
surgence reflected not only a xenophobic nationalism,
which is in itself a pronounced Vietnamese trait, but
also the deep-seated historical animosities between
Catholic and non-Catholic Vietnamese. The replace-
ment of French colonialism in South Vietnam by the
regime of Ngo Dinh Diem, even though Diem was an in—
tensely anti-French nationalist, tended to perpetuate
the control of the Catholic mandarin class which had
prospered under the French. Although Diem did not
officially discriminate between Catholics and Bud-
dhists and did not suppress freedom of religion, the
mainstays of his political support were mostly Catho-
lic, either politically organized supporters from

his native central Vietnam, or militantly anti-Com-
munist refugees from North Vietnam. As Diem's gov-
ernment developed increasingly autocratic tendencies,
it acquired an increasingly tight political control
mechanism largely dominated by Catholies, and the
groundwork was thus laid for a '"religious issue" on
which the Buddhists could capitalize and criticism
and opposition to Diem could focus.

The Present-Day Buddhist Movement

12. The number of devout, actively practicing
Buddhists in South Vietnam is about 2-2.5 million
as compared with 1-1.5 million practicing Catholics.
Most other Vietnamese in the South are religious
eclectics, adhering to a vague mixture of animism,
ancestor worship, and Confucian ethical precepts.
However, since the overwhelming majority of Viet-
namese are non-Catholic, the Buddhist movement has
provided them with a vehicle for voicing their oppo-
sition to politically powerful Catholicism. Bud-
dhism also provides a means for the expression of
nationalism by non~Catholic Vietnamese, as well as
a focal point for opposition to a particular gov-
ernment in Saigon,

13. Prior to World War II, the Buddhists made
several efforts to launch regional or national
associations. In the upsurge of Asian nationalism
after the war, a General Association of Vietnamese
Buddhists was formed in 1951. This organization, a
loose federation of regional Buddhist associations,
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was designed to permit an exchange of views and to
foster some sense of unity among Buddhist sects,
Essentially, however, Buddhist loyalties were still
centered around the monks in a particular pagoda or
sect, or among the ranking monks in urban areas.

The policies and practices of Diem—-and particularly
the events of May 1963 in Hue, which catapulted Tri
Quang into national prominence--acted as a catalyst
for pushing the Buddhists, and particularly the monks,
into the political scene. 1In the ensuing months of
conflict with the Diem government, the Buddhists dis-
played hitherto unsuspected organizational and po-
litical talents, using the shell of the General
Association of Buddhists for their purposes.

14, The struggle against Diem, culminating in
his overthrow by the military, gave the Buddhists
a new sense of unity and their leaders an appetite
for power, A Vietnamese Buddhist reunification
congress held at the close of 1963 led to the crea-
tion of a new organization, the Unified Buddhist
Association’ (UBA), embracing all the main Buddhist
sects including the Theravada sect. The UBA has two
general divisions: a High Clerieal Council which is
nominally supreme and concerned with spiritual matters,
and an Institute for the Propagation of the Faith
(the Vien Hoa Dao or VHD) which is the UBA's execu-
tive arm, particularly in secular matters, Under
the VHD, whose chairman is Thich Tam Chau, are six
general commissions which bear a striking resem-
blance to shadow ministries in a political party
seeking office.

15. The over-all head of the UBA is Thich Tinh
Khiet, a revered octogenarian bonze who is ostensibly
the "leader' and spiritual head of the Buddhist move-
ment. In fact, he is merely a facade for younger and
more militant bonzes, particularly Tri Quang, who is
secretary-general of the High Clerical Council, There
has long been a rivalry between Tri Quang, repre-
senting the militant Buddhists of central Vietnam,
and Tam Chau, who, while headquartered in Saigon,
draws his power from and is the spokesman for refu-
gee Buddhists from North Vietnam, Chau, approximately
the same age as Tri Quang, is generally regarded as
more moderate, Even though there are apparently some
genuine policy differences between the two men,
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Buddhist intrusions into politics have almost in-
variably ended with Quang calling the shots, and
Chau either falling into step or retreating from
active engagement. Chau is frequently a target--
as Tri Quang never is--of Viet Cong attacks and
charges that he is a "US puppet.'

16, Of the many other political bonzes in
South Vietnam, the most prominent at present are
Thich Thien Minh, a Tri Quang follower of similarly
radical views, and Thich Ho Giac, a firebrand ora-
tor who generally sides with Tam Chau and who is
one of the few ethnic Vietnamese Theravada bonzes,
having been reared in Cambodia. Another well-known
monk, Yale-educated Thich Quang Lien, is apparently
close to, but not entirely of, the Buddhist inner
cireles. Lien's efforts to launch a peace movement
in early 1965, whether or not promoted by the Bud-
dhist hierarchy, were squelched by both the hier-
archy and the Quat government as suspicions arose
that the Buddhists were deliberately playing into
Viet Cong hands. Communist propaganda, however,
consistently denounced Lien's movement as not on
the "correct path,'" and implied that it was some
form of US trick. A strongly anti-Communist monk ,
Thich Duc Nghiep, was active in the Buddhist cam-
paign against Diem, but has since gone abroad.
Nghiep's preoccupation with combating Communism
apparently went far beyond the commitment his col-
leagues were prepared to make, and also appeared to
have aroused their suspicion that he was bidding
for US backing in the rivalry for Buddhist leader-
ship.

Buddhist Political Aims

17. It is frequently conjectured that the demo-
cratic institutions which the Buddhist leaders say
are their goals are to them only the means for at-
taining a Buddhist-dominated state, although not
necessarily a theocracy. According to Buddhist
public statements and their private conversations
with US officials, the Buddhists now desire a uni-
cameral, elected legislature. Although Tri Quang
has often spoken of the need for a strong central
government, the Buddhists appear to be speaking of
a parliamentary government chosen by and responsible
to this legislature. Quang has also spoken of an
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"interim" assembly, to be composed of representa-
tives named by the provincial and municipal coun-
cils elected in May 1965. This interim body would
draft a constitution and either "confirm™ the pres-—
ent government in office pending elections, or
choose some other provisional regime. The purpose
of this pre-election procedure is allegedly to give
South Vietnam a '"legally" based government as
quickly as possible.

18, The Buddhists say that they could win an
election majority--something probable, but not yet
proven--but that they desire a balanced government
of the best available men. However, the probable
composition of either a provisional or a permanent
government dominated by the Buddhists cannot be
accurately predicted. It is doubtful that any of
the more prominent bonzes, particularly Tri Quang,
would serve in any responsible executive post.
Some, including Tam Chau, might agree to be a mem-
ber of either an interim or permanent assembly;
Tri Quang, who apparently prefers to dominate from
the wings, almost certainly would not.

19, It is not unlikely that, at least in an
interim government, the Buddhists would invite some
well-known figure, such as exiled General Duong Van
"Big" Minh, to actas chiefof state; they have even
indicated that they would accept a Catholic not
associated with the Diem regime in this post. They
might well insist upon some prominent Buddhist
civilian as premier, although Tri Quang has also
indicated that he would accept some nonreligious
figure such as retired General Tran Van Don., In
the case of an interim assembly, the Buddhists
would either press for early elections of a perma-
nent legislature, or try to transform an interim
body, 1f sufficiently pliable, into a permanent
legislature.

20. Elections held under Buddhist sponsorship
would probably be rigged to produce a Buddhist-
controlled legislature, but some prominent poli-
ticians not under Buddhist control, such as Dr,
Pham Quang Dan, could probably win seats, On the
hypothesis that the Buddhists were able, and would
choose, to install a fully Buddhist government, the
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premier would undoubtedly be some activist Buddhist
lay politician, such as Bui Tuong Huan, the rector

of the Hue University. Ministerial posts would
probably be staffed by younger Buddhist intellectuals
and laymen, and possibly some Buddhist-oriented army
officers. The government's installation would, of
course, be followed by a wholesale change of province
chiefs, as is standard Vietnamese practice.

Catholic and Non-Buddhist Reaction

21. A Buddhist-controlled government would be
viewed with resentment and great apprehension by
other political groups in South Vietnam. The
Catholics, especially northern refugee militants,
would be deeply disturbed. Some Catholic groups,
such as the followers of Father Hoang Quynh and
Father Nguyen Quang Lam, would almost certainly
attempt some form of agitation, at least in the Sai-
gon area, in the hope of bringing the government
down. Faced with a choice between the Buddhists
and the Viet Cong, however, most Catholics would
probably eventually decide, with varying degrees
of reluctance, that they had no choice but to go
along with the new government, hoping for the best,
but expecting the worst.

22, Other minority elements including the Cao
Dai and Hoa Hao would alse be disturbed, although
perhaps less violently than the Catholics; the
"southerners'--those born in the southern provinces
or former Cochinchina--would be additionally re-
sentful of the government on regional grounds,
since Tri Quang and his close Buddhist cohorts
are from the '"center"provinces., Areas where the
minority groups are locally strong, as in parts
of the delta, might more or less "secede" from the
central government, although the political conse-
quences would be less severe than the secession of
I Corps.

23. Buddhist acquisition of political power
would cause deep strains within the Vietnamese
military establishment. Some officers, particu-
larly Catholics, would probably be inclined to
coup attempts in order to reassert military con-
trol. Should the Buddhists move quickly to put
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loyal officers into key command positions, the mili-
tary die-hards, like the Catholic community, might
find themselves faced with the unpalatable choice

of the Buddhists or the Viet Cong, and opt for the
Buddhists. Over the short run, under Buddhist rule,
the unity and effectiveness of the South Vietnamese
military establishment would probably be impaired.
How permanent the damage might be cannot be pre-
dicted, but it isat least possible that the degrece

of latent support for the Buddhists prevalent through-
out the military, particularly in the lower ranks and
in I Corps, could eventually result in greater mili-
tary unity and a greater sense of identity between
the army and the populace.

24, There is no reason to believe that, once in
power, the Buddhists would be more monolithie than
any other Vietnamese group., There are already obvious
divisions within their ranks. Tam Chau and his pre-
dominantly northern followers are restive over the
primacy accorded Tri Quang and his central Vietnam-
based faction. Many southern Buddhists--principally
lay leader Mai Tho Truyen and his supporters but also
many of the Theravada sect--are not in sympathy with
Tri Quang's present pressure campaign. Although
moderate voices within the Buddhist movement have
tended to be muted in time of struggle, internal
strains and disagreements would undoubtedly reappear
if the Buddhists were in power

25. A government such as that envisaged above
would probably find it difficult to exert effective
centralized authority throughout the country. It
would be beset with squabbling, irresolution, and
unrealism in its paramount parliamentary body, and
with jockeying for power and position even among
Buddhist factions. The pace and tempo of the counter
insurgency effort would almost certainly be checked,
at least temporarily, thus placing the burden of con-
taining the Viet Cong almost entirely on US and allied
forces,

26. Many of the weaknesses of a Buddhist gov-
ernment, however, would be those which, in varying
degrees, would plague any new Vietnamese government.
Provided US and allied military strength and related
assistance could prevent the Communists from making
too many inroads during a period of unsettled
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transition, a Buddhist-dominated govermment might
have some assets not enjoyed by any of its prede-
cessors. A major reason for this is that, apart
from the Communists, the Buddhists currently have
the only effective mass organization in South Viet-
nam. Although the Catholics are similarly, and
perhaps better disciplined, the Buddhist political
structure has deeper popular roots, particularly
in central Vietnam and along the coastal strip
north of Saigon, than any other political body.
Although the extent to which the Buddhists are
capable of marshaling their followers in support
of, rather than in opposition to, a government re-
mains to be seen, a Buddhist government would have
a potentially stronger and broader base than any
of its predecessors.

27. Buddhism, as a politico-religious idea,
has shown itself capable of touching deep emo-
tional chords within large segments of the Viet-
namese population. A sensitively nationalistic
Buddhist government might be something Communist
propaganda would not find easy to attack. The
Communists would also have difficulty finding any
willing allies among such natural opponents of a
Buddhist government as the Catholics who seem un-
alterably opposed to Communism.

Buddhist Domination andUS Policy

28. Tri Quapg, Tam Chau, and other political
bonzes who have discussed Buddhist objectives with
US officials have all implied that the Buddhists
alone can "legalize" the US position in Vietnam.
They claim that they are anxious for continued US
support, that they want with US assistance to pur-
sue the work of social revolution, and that they
realize the impossibility of accommodation or nego-
tiation with the Viet Cong under present circum-
stances. By implication at least,they claim that
they want to prosecute the war. The sincerity of
these claims is perhaps open to question, and the
way that professed Buddhist objectives would be
translated into concrete government programs cannot
be confidently predicted.

29. It is possible, however, that the responsi-
bilities of power would be as sobering to the Buddhists
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as to many other successful revolutionaries., The
intelligent and sophisticated anti-Communism that
the Buddhist leaders profess to endorse might be
reinforced if, once their followers were in power,
the Buddhists discovered that Viet Cong elements
who have succeeded in penetrating the Buddhist-in-
spired "struggle movement” were unwilling to sus-
pend agitation and disruptive activities., The
excesses of Communist penetration in various "struggle"
groups have already given anti-Communist elements
grounds for openly expressed concern.

30. While it is arguable that the Communists
might lie low to encourage the possibility of
fruitful negotiations with a Buddhist regime, the
Communists will not necessarily reason and act in
this fashion. The net result of their continuing
disruptive activities, and possibly even of the
present "struggle" movement, may be to implant in
Buddhist circles a heightened awareness of the need
for combating the Communist menace. If the Bud-
dhists were to become totally engaged in the anti-
Communist fight, they might be a more potent po-
litical adversary than any the Viet Cong have yet
faced.

31, There is little question that the Buddhists
emotionally resent the present extent of US involve-
ment in Vietnamese affairs and the sheer physical
magnitude of the current US military presence, with
the side effects it inevitably entails. There is
no doubt that the Buddhists would ultimately like
to see the Americans leave, a goal certainly not
imcompatible with US objectives. Whether the Bud-
dhists would attempt to forece an early US withdrawal
in a manner which would result in inevitable Commu-
nist victory remains to be seen. There is some
danger that, even if this is not their immediate
intention, their shortsightedness may prompt them
to act in ways which would risk just this result.

32. On balance, it seems unlikely that a Bud-
dhist government would deliberately deliver South
Vietnam into the hands of the Communist regime in
Hanoi. Tri Quang probably desires an independent
South Vietnam, but under Buddhist control and not
under Communist political dictation. He probably
recognizes that these goals cannot be achieved

~14-

25X1
Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000100050011-6

300



HO SO MAT 1963 TU CAC NGUON TAI LIEU CUA CHINH PHU MY

' o 25X1
’ Approved For Pwrease 3004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B01676M#00100050011-6

without US support and assistance, but preoccupation
with his own cleverness and with immediate objectives
could lead him into courses of action and alliances
which he could not reverse.

33. A Buddhist government, particularly one ac-
quiring power in conditions which caused severe loss
of face to the Vietnamese military, would almost
certainly essay a different approach to the war and
related pacification programs. The actions and
policies of such a government would soon clarify
whether Tri Quang is a pro-Communist neutralist, as
some American and Vietnamese observers contend, or
the anti-Communist nationalist he himself claims to
be. In any event, there would inevitably be some
period of dislocation, during which US and allied
forces would have to bear much of the burden of con-
taining Viet Cong incursions and attempts to profit
from a disruption of central authority.

34. Over the longer term, however, a Buddhist
government might prove to have deeper roots in Viet-
namese traditions than any of its predecessors.

Such a government's relations with the US would be
delicate and difficult, particularly since a Bud-
dhist government would be touchily nationalistic,
and would have a different style of operation from
its more Western-oriented predecessors. A Buddhist-
dominated government would perhaps be more concerned
with the purity of its revolutionary concepts than
with the practical details of political administra-
tion or with concrete problems such as inflation
requiring concrete solutions. Nevertheless, a gov-
ernment in which the Buddhists had a predominant
voice could produce a focus for emergent Vietnamese
nationalism which, eventually, could give the whole
non-Communist nationalist structure a stronger founda-
tion than it presently enjoys.
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TIET LO TU “BAN GHI NHO CHO ONG
MOYERS”: MY KHONG CAN NOI CUQC
PAO CHANH VON PA MANH NHA
TU TRUOC NGAY ONG NHU TONG TAN
CONG CHUA CHIEN 20-8-1963

Chinh quyén Johnson nhin lai Bién ¢6 1-11-1963.
Ban Ghi Nhé viét ngay 30 thang 7-1966
cuia By Ngoai Giao/CIA gtri Toa Bach Oc
(Giai mat ngay 20-4-1998 - Ban luu cho Thu Vién Tong Thong
Lyndon B. Johnson)

(LOT NGUOI DICH: Lat d6 ché do Ngo6 Dinh Diém la cude
cach mang chung cua quén va dan Mién Nam, tir nhan thirc
chan thuc ring nha Ngb can bi 1at d6 vi ho vira khong xung
dang vura khong du kha nang lanh dao mién Nam nita, do d6
khong khéi ngudn tir xii giuc cua bat ky ngoai nhan nao, ké ca
tur Hoa Ky.

Trude ngay 11 thang 6-1963, ngay Bd Tat Thich Quéang
Puc vi phap thiéu than, tir nim 1960, di c6 nhiing cudc chdng
d6i, tham chi dao chanh bang v luc, that bai. Va ngay trong
budi chiéu 11/6 d6, sau khi co tin Ngai Quang Puc tu thiéu,
Trung T4 D& Khic Mai, Tham Muu Truéng Khong Luc
VNCH, da bay to6 y dinh van dong mot cudc lat dd nha Ngo; ¥
dinh nay duoc ghi lai trong Dién van 165, dé ngay 11-6-1963,
do Toa Pai St My giri vé Bo Ngoai Giao M§ ghi theo tiét 16
cua mot mat bao vién.

Tir ngay 11-6-1963 tré di, cho téi khi nha Ngo sup do, da
c6 thém mot s 4m muu dao chanh khac, van dong tir phia cac
s quan cdp ta va nhiéu 1anh tu dang phai, ké ca nhimng cong sur
vién than tin cua 6ng Diém. Trong nhitng nguoi tham dy am
muu 14t d6 nha Ngo ¢o6 cuu Dai su Tran Vin Chuong, than phu
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ctia ba Ngb Dinh Nhu, theo Ban Ghi Nhé s6 118 dé ngay 16-9-
1963, viét boi Paul M. Kattenburg, Phé Giam Déc Pong Nam
A Su Vu tai B6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky.

H6 so mat duoc dich sau day cho thdy mot diéu minh bach
nira, rang ngay sau khi 6ng Nhu ra 1énh Luc Luong Déac Biét
tan cong cac chua cudi thang 8-1963, Tuéng Lé Van Kim da
noi véi mot vién chirc My rang 6ng va mot so tudng lanh dang
c6 ¥ mudn dao chanh nha Ngo, nhung t6i nhiéu tuin I sau,
chinh phi My van con do duw; Can ghi nhin vé mot dién van
ngay 24-8, con goi la Cable 243 hay DEPTEL 243 hay
Telegram 243, chi thi Pai sir Lodge phai ap luc 6ng Diém gat
b6 6ng ba Nhu ra khéi chinh phii, nghia 13 van s& duy tri D¢
Nhit Cong hoa va riéng 6ng Diém van 1am Tong Thdng, va néu
diéu kién néy khong thoa dang thi duoc hiéu 1a My dong ¥ mot
“syr thay thé” 1anh dao tai mién Nam.

Hai ngay sau tran téng tan cong vao cac chua do ong Ngo
Pinh Nhu thyc hién, vd4 TRUOGC KHI chinh phi M§y c6
nhirng bubi hop cs?'lp cao co tinh chinh sach tai Washington
hay tai Sai Gon nham d6i phé véi cudc khing hoang tai
Nam Viét Nam, Tuong L& Van Kim ngay 23-8-1963, da gap
Rufus Phillips, Glam déc USOM Rural Affairs, va noi rang
quan d6i VNCH d3 sin sang ddo chanh dé 14t do ché d¢ nha
Ngb vi d6 1a cach duy nhat dé giir 1ong dan — vi quan doi va
dan chung déu bit mén tot d6 khi Phat Gido bi dan ap.

Tuy nhién, cho t6i gitra thang 9-1963, chinh pha My con
do dw khong biét nén ing hd hay khong ddi véi cic twéng
linh VNCH dang mudn 14t d6 nha Nga.

- Ngay 14-9-1963, B6 Ngoai Giao My tin 1a nha Ng6 phai
bi 1at d6, trong khi Bo Qubc Phong My va CIA tin 1a khong nén
1at d6 nha Ngo. (Xem doan ghi sb 6)

- Ngay 16-9-1963, Téng Thong Kennedy chu toa mot
budi hop & Bach Oc, do du trudc nhiéu luin ¢t vé nén hay
khong nén lat dd nha Ngo, nén chi thi dua mdt phai doan sang
VN dé khao sat tinh hinh cu thé. (Xem doan ghi 6 7)

- Ngay 23-9-1963, phai doan gom Bo Trudng Quoc
Phong McNamara, Tudng Taylor va mdt so it vién chirc cao cap
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bay tir My sang VN dé khao sat moi phuong dién, xem c6 thé
chién thiang CS néu giit nha Ngo hay khong. (Xem doan ghi sb
7 va8)
- Ngay 2- 10-193, phai doan tro vé My, bao céo tirc khic
vo1 TT Kennedy rang phai doan ddng thuan 1a My phai ap luc
ong Diém cai to triét dé, trong d6 c6 viée loai trir ong ba Nhu.
(Xem doan 8)

- Pau thang 10-1963, c¢6 khoang 2 hay 3 4m muu déo
chanh dang chuan bi tién hanh.(Xem doan 11)

- Vai ngay trudc cudc dao chanh 1-11-1963, My lo ngai
cudc dao chanh do cac Tudng Duong Van Mmh va Tudng
Tran Vin Pon c6 thé that bai vi thiéu quan, mudn ngin can
nhung thay khong can noi. (Xem doan 12)

Ban Ghi Nhé nay viét ngay 30-6-1966, boi William P.
Bundy (vién chirc CIA, Phu T4 Ngoai Truéng vé Vién Pong A
Vu, ciing 1a ¢b van déi ngoai cho cac Tong Thong Kennedy va
Johnson) theo yéu cau cua Bill Moyers (Truéng Phong Thong
Tin cua Téng Thong Johnson) dé giai thich vé dién tién nhirng
quyet dinh cua chinh phu Kennedy 3 nidm trudc dé déi voi
ché do ong Dlem

Ban goc ho so luu & Thu Vién Tong Thong Lyndon B.
Johnson, ho so Ve Viét Nam, hop 263, trong xdp hd so Roger
Hilsman (ngudi tién nhiém ciia William P. Bundy trong chic vy
Phu T4 Ngoai Truéng vé Vién Pong A Vu). Dudi day sé dich
theo ban lay tr Thu Vién Pai Hoc George Washington
University:
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB101/vn29.p
df

Ghi nhan, ban van chi con 4 trang, co thé trang sau van
chua giai mat hay da bj thét lac. Ban van géc s€ keém dudi day.
Toan van dich boi Cw si Nguyén Giac.)
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BAT DAU BAN VAN
TOI MAT Ngay 30 thang 7-1966

BAN GHI NHO CHO ONG MOYERS -- CHI PE POC THOI

DE TAI: Cudc thao luan vé ché do Ngo6 Dinh Diém trong
thang 8 to1 thang 10-1963.

Cau hoi cu thé cta ong gianh cho t6i vé birc dién van dé
ngay 24-8-1963 ma nhiéu ngudi biét, trong d6 da chi thi cho
Dai st Lodge va Phai by [Ngoai Giao My] khéi sy tham do dé
tim nguoi lanh dao thay thé 6ng Diém. Dién van d6 thuc su
phtrc tap hon va c6 1€ it minh bach hon ban tom Iugc mot cau
d6. Ban nay kém theo day, goi la TAB A.

Theo 16i Michael Forrestal (LND: Phu ta ctia ¢6 van an
ninh qudc gia cua TT Johnson) ndi v&i t6i hodi giita thang 9-
1966 (t61 khong c6 mat & van phong tur gitta thang 8 td1 gitta
thang 9-1963), tin nhin d6 duoc chip thuan qua dién thoai boi
Tong Théng Kennedy tir Hyannisport, lic d6 1a mot dém Thi
Bay. C6 mot di biét 16n vé tri nhé giita ong Forrestal va Tudng
Krulak (lac d6 14 dai dién & VN ctia Phong Tong Tham Muu
Quan Lyc Hoa Ky) vé tinh hinh c6 phai Tuéng Taylor (LND:
ldc d6, ndam 1963, Tuéng Taylor 1a Téng Tham Muu Trudng
Quan Lyc Hoa Ky) d c6 chap nhan tin nhan nay chwa. Tbi tin
moi nguoi déu nhé rang éng Gilpatric (LND: Thir Truong Qudc
Phong nam 1963) noi qua dién thoai tir trang trai cua ong 6 Bo
Bién Eastern Shore, trén nén ting rang van dé nay chu yéu la
chinh tri. B Truong Ngoai Giao Rusk va B9 Trudng Quoc
Phong McNamara déu di xa ngoai thu d6 va khong lién lac
duoc cho toi dau tuan 18 ké tiép.

Trong khi Dién vin ngay 24-8-1963 1a mot phan chu
yéu cia cau chuyén va thuc sy phan anh mot “diém chuyén
bién” chan thuc trong suy nghi cta chinh phu My, c6 rat nhiéu
diéu lién hé ma toi nghi s& 13 sai 1am khi don gian chi nhin vao
dién van d6. Cac su kién trudc d6 va sau do so luge nhu sau:
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1. Lodge dugc bd nhiém téi Sai Gon trong thang 6-
1963, va noi d6 bat du tirc khic c6 tin don trong gidi bao chi
rang Lodge s& lam sang t6 tinh hinh va lam gi d6 vé 6ng Diém.
T6i khong thé noéi ai co trach nhiém vé may chuyén [tin don]
d6, nhung ngudi tién nhiém cua toi, 6ng Hilsman, cir méi gip
xui xéo kiéu d6. Tat nhién, ong Diém xem viéc Lodge toi
[nham chuc Pai stitr] nhu mot thach thirc ¢6 tinh toan véi ong ta.

2. Vao ngay 18-8-1963, trong khi Lodge trén duong
to1 Sai Gon, Diém va Nhu ra Iénh quan ddi xong vao cac chua &
Sai Gon, day t6i budc chuyén bién cho cudc khing hoang Phat
Gido von dang am i tir thang 5-1963. Tinh toan thoi diém [tan
cong chua] ndy han 12 nham viéc Lodge téi VN.

3. Sau vai ngay tim hiéu xem c6 phai quan doi VNCH
tham du tran tong tin cong cac chua hay khong, birc dién vin
ngay 24-8 mai guri di.

4. Trong tuan 1 ké tiép, nhu cac dién van giri di ¢ cap
cao kém trong hd so TAB B noi day cho thay, chung ta [chinh
phit M¥] lai t6i lui 1an nita vé kha thé cua viéc quan doi VNCH
dao chanh 6ng Diém. Pay chil yéu 1a hoat dong cua CIA, va toi
da lyc xem tir cac hd so ciia toi mot thi tu ngay thang vé nhiing
lién lac cha yéu cua CAS (LND: vin phong CIA ¢ Sai Gon)
trong tron thoi ky tir thang 8 t6i hét thang 10-1963. HO so nay
dinh kém, ghi tén 13 TAB C. Chu yéu, ching ta ling 1& tiép
cin v6i cac si quan quén ddi chinh yéu, nhirng nguoi dé noi
v6i chiing ta rang ho khong thé dao chanh vao luc dé dwoe.
Tuy nhién, khéng ngd vuc gi nita, ¥ nghi rang ho c6 thé hanh
dong, va néu ho dao chanh, ching ta sé ing hd ho, di dugc
dua ra luc do.

5. Vao ngay, hay vao khoang ngay, 7 thang 9-1963,
Tong Théng Kennedy -- dya vao nhing cugc thao luén ma t61
khong c6 ho so hay khong_ biét, da t6 chirc mot cudc hop bao
chi trich 6ng Diém ning né. Thoi gian ngin sau d6, chung ta
ngung cac giao dich trong Chuong Trinh Commodity Import
Program (LND: chuong trinh nay la hinh thtrc vién trg tién mat
My Kim cho chinh phu 6ng Diém, chiém 80% tong s6 vién tro
tt My cho VNCH -- xem giai thich tir sach A History of the
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Vietnamese cua K. W. Taylor, trang 565), mot chuong trinh can
ban cho viéc hd tro nd luc chién tranh cua chinh phu VNCH.
Viéc ngung nhu thé khong ¢ nghia thyc té 13 vién tro ngung, vi
c6 mot khoan vién trg it nhat 2 toi 3 thang da giri sang roi.

6. Vao gilra thang 9-1963, c6 mot cudc tranh cai gay
git trong chinh pht My, va mot loat 10 tin trén bao chi rit dang
tiéc trong d6 néu rd hai phia tranh cii — Hilsman va nhiing vién
chuc khac trong BO Ngoai Giao tin 1a phai lat dd ong Diém,
trong khi B6 Qudc Phong, Vian Phong Tong Tham Muu, va CIA
(ca & Washington va ca ¢ Viét Nam) déu chéng lai bat ky thay
d6i ndo. Ban than t6i trd vé tir Chau Au ngay 14-9-1963, va con
nhd sinh dong rang Mike Forrestal tirc khic gip t6i dé néi rang
nhirng ngudi nhu t6i, nhitng nguoi khong chon lép truong dua
trén cam xuc nao hét, bay gio nén tham dy tron vao tinh hinh
nay va xem chiing ta c6 thé 1am véan dé rd rang hon khong.

7. Vao giita tuan 1& ciia ngdy 16-9-1963, TT Kennedy
chu toa mot budi hop nho trong Bach Oc, quyét dinh rang cach
duy nhat d& chon mot lap truong chic chan cho chinh phu la dé
cho B Truéng Qudc Phong McNamara va Tuéng Taylor dan
mdt nhom it ngudi tire khic toi Sai Gon khao sat ky. Toi lam
viéc v61 Bo Trudng McNamara trong viéc chon nguoi vao phai
doan nay, trong d6 c6 Bill Sullivan tr B6 Ngoai Giao, Mike
Forrestal tir Bach Oc, va Bill Colby tir CIA. Nhém nay Ién
dudng ngay 23-9-1963.

8. Phai doan McNamara/Taylor ¢ lai Viét Nam cho
hét ngay 1-10-1963, lam nhiéu chuyen khao sat nhung tap trung
chu yéu vao cac lién lac rong r ai nhat c6 thé dugc trong moi
noi dé danh gia tinh hinh chinh tri. Phai doan tré vé My ngay 2-
10-1963, va tirc khic trinh mot ban bao cio day du lén TT
Kennedy, ma t6i kém day ban do t6i hiéu dinh ghi tén la TAB
D. Ban bao céo tu n6 noi 1én duoc diéu mudn trinh bay roi. Rui
ro thay, du ludn cong chiing dwa vao ban tin Bach Oc phé bién
ngay 2-10-1963 lai néu lén tién doan cuia phai doan
McNamara/Taylor rang s& c6 thé giam nd lyc quan sy Hoa Ky
tir cudi ndm 1965. Tuy nhién, cdt tay ban bao cdo 1a két luan
clia n6 rang éng Diém phai cai to tri¢t dé roi ching ta méi ¢6
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thé hy vong chut nao ring ong ta cé thé 13 mét linh tu hiéu
qua. Két luan dong thuan tuyét ddi ndy cua phai doan cing cb
cho suy nghi cia cdp cao Hoa Ky rang chung ta co thé budc
phai tim nguoi khac thay thé 6ng Diém. (Theo toi nho, quan
diém ciia Pho Tong Thong lic d6 khong néu 1én trong cac budi
hop luc do, mac du la co thé da duoc noi riéng vo1 TT Kennedy,
va c6 thé khong phu hop véi ban bao cao va voi sy dong thuin
dua ra tir ban béo cdo.)

9. Tuy nhién, tir mot quan diém hanh dong, cac quyét
dinh 1a s& tiép tuc ngung cac giao dich ctia chwong trinh
Commodity Import Program, dé Lodge chd lién lac véi ong
Diém dé ap luc 6ng Diém phai cai td, va rﬁng — nhu ddi véi bat
ky cudc dao chanh nao co thé xay ra — chlng ta sé khong thic
dely mot cudc dao chanh nao nhw thé, nhung sé lién lac than
can v6i cac lanh dao quan sy, nhirng ngu’o’l ¢6 thé lién hé téi
cac nd lwe nhw thé. Piém cubi cing vira noi 1a dé tai ciia mot
ban phu dinh Ti Mat cua Ban Ghi Nhé Hanh Pong NSC (Hoi
Pong An Ninh Qudc Gia), ma toi khong c6 phong anh chinh
xé4c nao, mac du t6i c6 ban nhap trong d6 xac nhan cac diém toi
da noéi ¢ trén.

10. Trong thang 10-1963, 6ng Diém tur chéi gip Pai st
Lodge cho t6i rat tré cu01 thang do, gan trude khi xay ra cudc
dao chanh. T6i nhd rang Lodge cudi cing di gip 6ng Diém &
Da Lat, khodng c4c ngay 27 hay 28 thang 10-1963, va n6i manh
mé doi cai t6, voi mot sd dap Gmg tir Diém. Tuy nhién, ong
Diém khong c6 bat ky hanh dong nao trudc ngiy dao chanh,
ngay 1 thang 11-1963.

11. Ve viéc lién lac v6i quan d6i VNCH, chu yéu thuc
hién boi mot vién chire CIA truc tiép nhan 1énh tir Lodge. Cac
thong tin chuyén cho chung ta cho biét c6 su chuyén dong, va
thong diép duy nhét tir phia Mgy la, néu viéc thay doi chinh phu
xay ra bat ky lic ‘nao hay vi bat ky 1y do nao, Hoa Ky s& ung ho
tan chinh pht néu né thuc su hiéu qua va sin sang tién hanh
cudc chién. Tuy la tong quat, thong diép nay khuyén khich
nhirmg ngudi 4m muu dao chanh. Vao dau thang 10-1963, ho ¢
vé nhu rdi rac, va hinh nhu cing luc 14 ¢6 it nhat 2 hay 3 am
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muu dao chanh cing tién hanh. Tuy nhién, vao cubi thang 10-
1963, chlng ta thiy rd tir ngudén CIA rang 4m muu hanh dong
nghiém tac tir nhém cta Tudng Tran Vin Doén co thé thyuc sy
sap xay ra.

12. Do vay, trong vong 2 hay 3 ngay trudc ngay 1-11-
1963, c6 mot loat budi hop cudi cung dé chung ta xem rang
ching ta c6 nén lam gi dé ngan can hay gian doan mdt cugc dao
chanh néu né xay ra. Ching ta quan ngai sau sdc vé tinh thé can
bang luc luong & Sai Gon, va da nghi rang hoan toan c6 thé xay
ra mot tran tam mau ¢ Sai Gon tir cugc dao chanh voi ket qua
khong dut diém n01 va s€ gly ra hon loan cong quyén. Tuy
nhién, chung ta cudi cing ket ludn ring chiing ta da khong c6
strc ap lwe hay c6 cac moi lién lac dé ngin can cudc dao
chanh — ma chung ta ciing khong thé, mot cach tu tin, chon 1ap
truong nguoc lai dé tiét 16 cho 6ng Diém nhiing gi chung ta
biét c6 thé dang soi suc.

Do vay, cubi cing, ching ta khong theo phe nao, va
nhém cac Tudng Tran Van Pon va Tudng Duong Vin Minh da
tién hanh cudc dao chanh ngay 1-11-1963 véi thanh cong 16n.

Trong cudc ddo chanh nay, diéu ching ta rat tiéc nhat 1a
viéc giét anh em Diém va Nhu. Trong khi chung ta truc d6 da
1ap lai nhiéu lan véi cac 1anh tu quan su rang ching ta...

HET BAN DICH

Ban goc Anh Vin cia B9 Ngoai Giao/CIA giri cho Toa Bach
Oc ngay 30-7-1966
[Phong anh cho Thu vién Lyndon Baines Johnson — Copy LBJ
Library]
9
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Y M‘ SON

TowmroTET Tuly 30, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, MCYERS - EYES ONLY

SUBJECT: Discussion Concerning the Diem Ragime in August-
October 1063

Your specific question to me concerned tha celebrated
cable of August 24, 1963, which in effect directed Lodge and tae
Mission to start exploring ways to 1ind alternative leadership to
Diom. That mesasge i3 in fact more complex and perhaps less
clear than that cne-sentence summary, It is attached as TAB A.

According to my oral information from Michael Forrestal
in mid-September (I myself was away from mid-August to mid-
September), the message was cleared by phone with President
Kennedy in Hyannisport, it being a Saturday night. There is a
sharp difference of recollection between Mr. Forrestal and
General Krulak'(then in the JCS as their Vietnam man) as to
whether General Taylor ever cleared the message. Ibelieve it is
agreed that My, Gilpatric did so by phone from his Eastern Shore
farm, on the basis that the matter was essentially political.
Secretaries Rusk and dicNamara were both out ol town and unavail-
able until early in the follewing week.

v/hile the August 24 cable is a vital part of the story and
irdeod reflects a true "breakpoint” in V/ashington thinking, there
is so much more to it that I think it would be a mistake merely to
look at that cable. The prior and ensuing events were roughly as
follows:

1. Lodge was nominated to Sailgen In June and there
began immediately to be dope stories in the press that he was
going cut to claan up the situation and do something about Diem.
I cannot say who was responsible for those stories, but my

DECLASSIFIED FOSSECRET

Authority AEX $1373- 100 01-)0 Y55
n-ed_’ . NARA, Dare\=30-4%

“CoPY 150 LaslARy
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predecessor, Mr, Hilsman, had unfortunste tendencles in this
direction. Undoubtedly, Diem came to ragard Lodge's arrival
s a caleulated challenge to him.

2. On August 18th, while Lodge was en route to Saigon,
DPiem and Nhu ordered the Army into the pagodas in Salgon,
bringing to 2 flash point the simmering Buddhist crisis
that had been going on since May. The timing must have been
related to Lodge's arrival,

3. After a few days of back end forth trying to establish
whether the Army really had been acting at all on its own, the
August 24th cable was sent.

5 4. In the ensuing week, as the top-level outgoings attached
as TAB B show; we went up the hill and down again as to the
possibility of the military taking action against Dlem. This was
primarily a CIA operation, and I have dug out from my own files
a chronology of principal CAS contacts in the whole August-Cectober
pericd. This is attached as TAR C. Inessence, we made quiet
approaches to ky military men, who finally told us that they simply
could not make it at that Hme, Undoubtedly, however, the idea
that they. might act, and that if they did we would support them, was
planted at that time,

5. On or about September 7th, President Kennedy -- based
on discussions of which I have no record or knowledge, made a press
conference sharply critical of Diem. Shortly thereafter, we suspended
further transactions under the Commodity Import Program, the
proceeds of which were of course fundamental to the support of the Viet-
namese war effort. The suspension of transactions did not at all mean
that support ceased in fact, since there was a pipeline of at least

- 3 months already on the way,

6. By mid-September, there was acute controversy within
the government, and 2 large and regrettable spate of newspaper leaks
that pretty clearly identified the respective sices -~ Hilsman and others
in State belleving that Diem must go, while DoD, JCS, and CIA (both
in Washington and in the field) were opposed to any change. I myself

_ZerpsenaT
2

COPY 189 LimA |

6

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MOYERS, July 30, 196

DECLASSIFIED — Authority JFK#577-10001-10455, Date 4-
20-98 (pages 1 and 2)
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AORSESRET

returned from Europe on September 14, and vividly recall that
- Mike Forrestal came to me at once to descril2 the whole contro-
versy and its background, and to say that paople like myself, who
had taken no emotional position, should nosz get into the situation
fully and see if we could help strafghten it out.

. 7. In the middle of the week of September 16th, President
Kennedy chaired a small White House meeting at which it was
decided that the only way to get a solid governmment position would
be for Secretary McNamara and General Taylor to take a small and

- select group at once to Saigon for a hard look. I worked with
Secretary McNamara in the selection of this group, which included
Bill Sullivan from State, Mike Forrestal from the hite House, and
Bill Colby from CIA. This group left on Ssptember 23rd.

8. The McNamara/Taylor missicn stayed in Vietnam
through October 1st, making field trips but focusing primarily on
the widest possible contact in all quarters to assess the political
sitvation. The mission returned on Cetober 2ad and immediately
presented a full report to President Kennady, of which I enclose my
own editing copy as TAB.D. The report speaks for itself. Unfortun-
ately, its public image has always derived from the White House
release of October 2nd which picked up the McNamara/Taylor pre-
diction that it should b2 possible to scale down the US military effort
in Vietnam by the end of 1985, However, tae real quis of the report
was its conclusion that Diem simply had to be drastically reformed
if we were to have any hope that he could be an effective leader. c
This unanimous ceaclusion of the group solidified top-level Washington & -
thinking that we might be forced to sed'some alternative to Diem.
(To the best of my recollection, the then Vice President's views were
not stated in the meetings at that time, altacugh they may well have -
been conveyed privately to President Kennedy, and may not have
been in accord with the report and the consensus that appeared to
develop from it. )

9. However, from an action standpoint, the decisions were
to continue the suspension of transactions undar the Commedity
Import Program, for Lodge to await contact with Diem but to use
any such contact to press him on reform, and that -- as to any poss-
ible military coup -- we would net actively premote sucha coup, but

FOTSECRET—
3
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T OLCRET

would stay in close contact with military leaders who might be
involved in such ciforts. The last point was the subject.of a
careful Top Secret annex to the NSC Action Miemorandum, of
which I have no precize copy, although I have draits that confirm
the above statements,

10. Turing Cctober, Diem refused to see Leodge until
very late in the month, just prior to the aciual coup, My recol-
lection is that Lodge finally saw him in Dalat about October 27-28,
and made a strong pitch for reforms, with some apparent response
from Diem., However, the latter had not taken any action by tae date
of the coup -~ November lst, ’ : s

ab”
. ‘1, With respect to contasts with the jailitary, these wepe
pripe pajis cappled out b7 2 CJA officer vpder Ledge's personaj
Girection. Theyr wepe directed to oup Iowing epact) what might

be afoct, and the only mossage conveyed on the US side was that,

if a change of government did take place at any time or for any
reason, the US would support the new government if it were in fact
effective and prepared to carry con the war, This message, while
gencral, undoubtedly encouraged the military plotters. In the early
part of the month, they seemed to be disorganized, and there sesmed
to te at least two or three rather feeble efforts on foot at once.
However, in the last week of October, it became clear to us all

from the CIA source that serious action by the group led by General
Don might in fact be imminent.

R 12. Hence, in the two or three days prior to November 1st,
there was a last series of meetings as to whether we should do any-
thing to forestall or interrupt a coup if it did take place. We were
deeply concerned as to the balance of forces in Saigon, and thought
it entirely possible that a coup attempt would produce a blood bath
in Saigon with no decisive result and resulting government chacs.
However, we finally concluded that we did not have the leverage or_
tha contacts to prevent a cowp -~ nor could we_confidantly take the
other sids and tell Dierm what we knew, might be brawving. Hence,

Tn the end we stocd aside, and the Don/Big Minh group did in fact
carry out its coup on November 1st with great Success, — The element

OF W3 oy tint W/ &f Course most regretted was the killing of Diem

and Nhu. hile we had repeatedly told the military leadars that we

"coPY 18a LimheRy

BAN GHI NHO CHO ONG MOYERS, 30 thang 7 ndm 1966
GIAI MAT — Co quan Thdm quyén JFK#577-10001-10455,
ngay 20-4-98 (trang 3 va 4)
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THE PENTAGON PAPEBS:
BIEN PONG PHAT GIAO
Tir Ngaty 8-5 Té6i 21-8-1963

=PENTAGON

PAPERS

JUNE 13, 2011
9:00 A.M. PST

Hb So Mat Bo Québc Phong Hoa Ky vé Cudc Chién VN
Giai Mat Ngay 13-6-2011
Dich theo ban vén tir trang nha
cua bBai Hoc Mount Holyoke College:
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/pent6.htm

(LOI NGUOI DICH: The Pentagon Papers 1a tén goi tit mot hd
so toi mat vé Cudc Chién Viét Nam; theo Wikipedia, hd so nay
tén chinh thtrc 1a “United States — Vietnam Relations, 1945—
1967: A Study Prepared by the Department of Defense” (Quan
H¢ M¥-Viét, 1945--1967: Cudc Nghién Cuu Thyc Hién Béi B
Quéc Phong). Ho so nay duoc giai mat va phd bién cong khai
nam 2011.
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B6 Truéng Qudc Phong Hoa Ky Robert McNamara thanh
1ap Ban Pic Nhiém Nghién Ctru V& Viét Nam ngay 17-6-1967,
c6 nhiém vu viét mot “tw dién bach khoa vé Cudc Chién Viét
Nam,” ma theo éng 1a dé luu hd so cho cac sur gia va dé ngan
can céc sai 1am chinh sach trong cac chinh phu Hoa Ky tuong
lai.

H6 so nay thyc hién boi 36 nha phan tich — phéan nira 1a
cac si quan duong nhiém lac d6, phan con lai 1a cac hoc gia va
cac vién chtrc dan su lién bang -- phan 16n dya vao cac hd so ¢o
san trong B6 Qudc Phong. Ho so gdm 3,000 trang phan tich lich
str, va 4,000 trang tai liéu gbc cua chinh pht, soan thanh 47 tap,
va xép loai “Top Secret — Sensitive” (“T6i Mat -- Nhay Cam.”
Chir “nhay cam” chi c6 nghia 13 viéc phd bién hd so s& lam
chinh phit My mét mat.)

Ban Pic Nhiém in hd so lam 15 4n ban duy nhét. Ngay
giai mat va phd bién téi cac thu vién Tong Thong, va toi Trung
Tam Giai Mat Qubc Gia ctia Van Khé Lién Bang 1a ngay 13-6-
2011.

Sau déy 14 ban dich vé tinh hinh Phat Gido Viét Nam thoi
gian tlr ngdy 8-5-1963 t6i ngay 21-8-1963, nam trong “Chapter
4, ‘The Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem, May-November, 1963’
pp.201-276” thuge Tép 2.

Mot s6 ghi nhan vé hd so nay trong bdi canh tir ngay 8-5-
1963 cho t61 ngay 21-8-1963:

e Ong Diém biét di Thién Chua Gido, ky thi Phat Gio;

e Tham sat & Hué ngay 8-5-1963 xay ra tinh co, bat ngo;

e Trach nhiém tham sat & Hué 1a do chinh quyén Hué, nhung
ong Di¢m db toi cho VC;

e Biéu tinh ngay 3-6-1963 bi dan ap bang hoi cay, My nghi co
hoi doc mustard gas;

e Cudc vi phap thiéu than cia HT Thich Quang Pirc gay chan
dong toan cau;

e Thong Céo Chung 16-6-1963 khong duogc 6ng Diém thuc thi,
va bi ong Nhu pha;

e Cao diém su tréo tré cia chinh phu 6ng Diém 1a cudc téng
bd rap cac chua toan qudc ngay 21-8-1963, bat 1.400 nha su
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trong d6 c6 Hoa Thuong Thich Tinh Khiét (Hoi chu cua Tong
Hoi Phat gido Viét Nam) va Thuong Toa Thich Tam Chéau (Uy
ban Lién phai Phat Gido).

DPoc gia co thé doc thém nguyén ban Anh vin kém dudi
day. Ban dich thyc hién boi Cu s Nguyén Giac.)

BAN VIET DICH

Sy kién tai Hué ngay 8 thang 5-1963 & mot su kién dan
to1 nhimg gi dugce goi 1a cugc khing hoang Phat gido va khéi su
cho mot chudi sy kién di tan cung din toi viéc 1at d6 ché do
ong Diém va ha sat anh em nha Ng6 — da xdy ra mot cach tinh
O va bit ngo.

Khong ai thy trude rang sy kién Hue s€ khot 1én mot
van dong ddi 1ap toan qubc cé kha ning gan nhu tit ca nhiing
nguoi di biét chinh kién va khong Cdng san tai Nam Vi¢t Nam.
Mot cach quan trong hon, lic d6 chua ai nhan ra ding vé mirc
dd bat man cua dan Viét Nam d6i véi chinh pht 6ng Diém,
cling nhu vé& mirc 6 muc nat chinh tri trong ché do, mot ché do
khong con kha nang d6i pho véi sy bat man rong lon.

Coi ngudn ton gido cla sy kién nay co thé do téi cude di
cu dong ddo cua nguoi ty nan Thién Chua Gido ra khoi Bic
Vi¢t Nam sau khi Phap thua tran ndm 1954. Khoang mdt tri¢u
tin 6 Thién Chua Gido roi bo Mién Béc va dinh cu & Mién
Nam. Ong Diém — mot cach hién nhién, vi dong co ton gido va
nhan dao, va v6i y dinh tuyén mot hau thuin chinh tri tir dong
dao cua 6ng — da bi¢t dai nhiing nguoi ty nan Thién Chua Giao
nay qua vi¢c cap dat, ciru tro va ho trg, cip gidy phép thuong
mai va xudt nhap cang, wu tién tuyén lam cong chire, va cac biét
dai khac tr chinh phua. Béi vi o6ng Diém c6 thé dya vao su trung
thanh cua ho, ho duoc dién vao gﬁn nhu tt ca cac chuc vu quan
su va dan su quan trong.

Nhu mot dinh ché, Gido Hoi Thién Chua Gido hudng
mdt quy ché phap 1y dic biét. Tong Giam Muyc Ngo Dinh Thuc
1a anh va 1a ¢6 van cua 6ng Diém. Nhung truéc nim 1962,
khong c6 ky thi minh bach chéng nguoi Phat Tu. Tuy nhién, tai
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Nam Viét Nam noi co tir 3 t61 4 triéu Phat Tt tu hoc va c¢6 80%
dan sd 1a Phat T trén danh nghia, chinh sach cia 6ng Diém —
thién vi Thién Chua Gido, ddc tai toan tri, va ky thi ton gido —
da lam ngan chay su bat man.

Vao thang 4-1963, chinh phu ra 1énh cac quan cip tinh
thuc hién mét 1énh cim, nguyén da co tr lau nhung thuong bi
b6 lo, v treo c& t6n gido. Lénh nay dua ra vira sau nhitng 1& hoi
duoc khuyén khich chinh thire tai Hué dé ky niém 25 nam ngay
6ng Ngo Pinh Thuc duoc tin phong Tong Giam Muc Hué, ma
trong dip d6 co Vatican treo ddy khip. Lénh nay ciing dua ra,
nhu da xay ra, vira trudc ngay Phat Dan (ngay 8 thang 5-1963),
mot Dai L& Phat Gido.

Hué, c¢b d6 cua Viét Nam, luc d6 1a trung tdm thuc sy
duy nhat vé hoc Phat va hoc béng vé tu hoc Phat Gido tai Viét
Nam, va dai hoc noi diy (Hué) tir 1au 1a mot trung tim cua
nhing bat déng khuynh ta. Khong ngac nhién gi, luc d6, Phat
Ta Hué di treo co cua ho bat chap 1énh cAm va, khi chinh
quyén dia phuong ra vé nhu da nhuong bo vé 1énh cam treo co,
Phat Tir biéu 16 cing ran hon dé s& t6 chirc mot cude tu hop
dong nguoi theo lich trinh trude do da dinh vao ngay 8 thang 5
dé mung Phat Pan.

Nhin thay cudc tu hop dong ngudi d6 nhu mot thach
thirc d6i v6i anh hudng ciia gia dinh ho Ngo (Hué ciing 1a thu
do6 l1anh dia chinh tri cua Ng6 Dinh Cén, em cla ong Diém) va
dbi vé6i chinh quyén dia phuong, cac vién chirc dia phuong tim
cach giai tan dam dong. Khi cac nd lyc ban dau khong co két
qua, Pho Tinh Truong (cung la giao dan Thién Chua Gido) ra
Iénh cho linh ctia 6ng n6 sung. Thé 1a dan t&i hdn loan, 9 nguoi
bi glet, trong do co6 vai tré em, va 14 nguoi bi thuong. Xe boc
sit dugc cho 1a da can 1én mot s nan nhan. Chinh quyén 6ng
Diém sau do loan tin rfmg mot can b Vi¢t Cong da ném mot
quéa Iyu dan vao ddam dong va rang cac nan nhéan bi gidm dap
boi dam dong hdn loan. Chinh phii 6ng Diém nhat quyét khong
chiu nhan trach nhiém, ngay ca khi cac quan sat vién doc lap
dua ra cic doan phim cho thdy quan chinh pha bin vao dam
dong.
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Ca tinh quan lai cia 6ng Diém khong cho phép 6ng xur
ly cudc khung hoang nay voi sy linh dong va té nhi can thiét.
Ong Diém khong c6 thé cong khai nhan trach nhiém vé tham
kich va tim sy hoa giai voi nhig Phat Tt gian dir. Ong con tin
rang sy mat mit cong khai nhu thé s& lam suy yéu tham quyén
cai tri ctia 6ng, hién nhién ddi voi su kién rang khong nha lanh
dao thoi hién dai nao c6 thé tir 1au da bé mic sy bAt man 1én lao
nhu thé bat ké rang dao durc ca nhéan riéng ong c6 thé tot nhu thé
nao. Do vdy chinh phii bam chit vao cach giai thich riéng vé
chuyén da xay ra.

Ngay ké tiép & Hué, hon 10,000 ngudi biéu tinh dé phan
ddi cude tham sat. PO 1a cude biéu tinh dau tién cta mot chudi
dai nhimng biéu tinh ma Phat Tur dung dé ap luc ché do ong
Diém trong 4 thang ké tiép. Phat Tir di mau chong ty to chure,
va vao ngay 10 thang 5-1963, ban Tuyén Ngon cua cac chue sac
Phat Gido trinh 1én chinh phu, yéu cau dugc tuy do treo cocua
ho, duoc binh dang vé phap 1y véi Gido Hoi Thién Chia Giao,
Xin ngung vi¢c bét ba, xin tu do trong viéc hanh dao, va xin boi
thuong cidc nan nhan sy kién ngay 8 thang 5-1963 cung voi
tring phat nhitng ké trach nhiém.

Niam nguyén vong nay chinh thirc trinh 1én Tong Thong
Diém ngay 15 thang 5-1963, va Phat Ta da to chic budi hop
béo dau tién cta ho sau budi trao Tuyén Ngon d6. Nhimng cudc
tuyét thuc va nhimg budi hop lién tuc cho hét thang 5, nhung
ong Diém tiép tuc tri tré trong viéc giai quyét vin dé va giy bt
man thém.

Vao ngay 30-5-1963, khoang 350 nha su Phat Gido biéu
tinh trude tda nha Qudc Hoi ¢ Sai Gon, va cudc tuyét thuc 48
gid dugc loan bao. VAo ngay 3-6-1963, mot cudc biéu tinh &
Hué bi giai tan bang hoi cay va nhiéu nguoi bi phong, dan toi
cac cao budc rang linh 6ng Diém da st dung hoi doc mustard
gas (LND: mustard gas 1 chat 1ong gdy phong da va co, c6 thé
chét nguoi, duoc ding lam vii khi héa hoc tir Thé Chién I). Vao
ngay 4-6, chinh phu loan bao bd nhiém mét uy ban lién bd chi
huy bai Pho Toéng Théng Tho dé giai quyét van dé ton gido,
nhung vao liic nay cir chi d6 ¢ 18 da qua tré. Phan 16n dan sd
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thanh thi da tham dy nhiing cudc biéu tinh Phat Gido, nhan ra
trong ho su khai dau cua doi 1ap chinh tri chan thuc ddi voi ong
Diém. Vao ngay 8-6, ba Nhu lam té hai vin dé thém khi loan
bao réng Phat Tt da bi tra tron bdi Viét Cong.

Trong sudt nhimg ngdy dau cua khung hoang, gidi
truyén thong My da theo sat cac su kién va gy su cha ¥ véi thé
gidi. Vao ngay 11-6, truyén thong dwgc nhin trude dé téi mot
ngd tu mot phd chinh vao budi trua. Trong khi doan 1a s& c6
cudc biéu tinh nira, ho kinh hoang ching kién cudc ty thidu dau
tién thuc hién boi mot nha su. Cai chét phut Itra cia Hoa thuong
Thich Quang Purc gay chan dong thé gidi va Nam Viét Nam.

Nhimg cudc thuong thuyét trude d6 da dién ra gitta ty
ban cua Phé Tong Théng Tho va Phat Tir co tir ngay 5-6-1963,
v6i nhimng chét van cay déng cong khai vé thién chi cta ca hai
bén. Sau cugc tu thi€u, chinh phu My ting cuong ap luc lén
chinh pht 6ng Diém dé lam diu long nguoi Phat Tu, va dé dua
tinh hinh chinh tri dang suy sup trd lai trong tam kiém soét.

Cudi cung, vao ngiy 16-6-1963, ban Thong Céo Chung
giita Phat Gido va chinh phu 6ng Diém dugc phd bién, liét ké
cac dong thuan thuong thuyét, nhung khong quy trach nhiém
d6i voi sy kién ngay 8-5-1963 (LND: khong quy trach nhiém
cho chinh phu, chi htra diéu tra xem ca nhéan vién chire nao co
161). Tuy nhién, tran dan ap biéu tinh dir doi ngay ké tiép da lam
hong mét tinh than cia sy hoa giai. Trong phan cia ho, vo
chong Ngb Pinh Nhu tirc khic phd hoai su hoa giai bang cach
bi mat huy dong cac lyc lugng thanh nién do chinh phu d& dau
dau t6 ban Thong Cao Chung. Vao cudi thang 6, thay rd rang
Thong Céo Chung khong phai la ctr chi chan thuc cua sy hoa
giai tir phia 6ng Diém, nhung chi 1a mot nd lyc dé lam diu Hoa
Ky va 1a mot to gidy vé su chia r& ngay cang 16n trong chinh tri
noi bo.

Su thiéu niém tin c6 can cir vé phia chinh phu trong
Thong Cao Chung Ngay 16-6-1963 da lam mat uy tin chinh
sach trung dung dé hoa giai ma gioi lanh dao cao cap Phat Gido
da theo dudi cho toi khi d6. Vao cubi thang 6, quyén lanh dao
phong trao Phat Gido trao sang cho mdt nhoém vi su tré hon,
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quyét liét hon, voi muc tiéu chinh tri vuon xa hon. Cac vi su
nay da van dung chinh tri khéo 1éo va thong minh mét dot thuy
triét dang dang cao tir phia dan ching ung ho.

Nhitng cudc biéu tinh va tu tp dong nguoi co ké hoach
ky ludng duge kém voi cude van dong truyén thong tir giol dbi
1ap cta ché do ong Diém. Hiéu tam ‘quan trong cua truyén thong
bao chi Hoa Ky, cac vi su nay két giao v&i phong vién My,
thong bao ho vé nhimg cudc biéu tinh va tu tap, va can trong
tinh thoi diém hoat dong sao cho duoc gidi truyén thong tuong
thuat rong rdi t6i da. Khong ngac nhién gi, gia dinh ho Ngb
phan mg bang cach dan ap dir doi hon ddi v6i cac nha hoat
dong Phat Gido, va véi chi trich cay déng hon va ngay ca ham
doa cac phong vién My.

Pau thang 7-1963, iy ban cua Pho Tong Théng Tho
loan bao rang mot cudc diéu tra so khoi vé su kién ngay 8-5-
1963 da xéac dinh rang nhiing cai chét 1a do hanh dong khung b
ctia Viét Cong. Phin nd, nhitng ngudi Phat Tir 1én an két luan
d6 va tang cuong cac hoat dong phan ddi ciia ho. Vao ngay 19-
7-1963, duoi ap lyc Hoa Ky, 6ng Diém doc bai dién van trén
dai phat thanh, ngin chi 2 pht dong ho mat ngoai 1a bay té hoa
giai voi Phat Ta, nhung duoc viét sin va trinh bay mot cach
lanh ling nhu dé pha hiy truée bat ky anh hudng nio ma cac
ddng thuan nho nhoi da loan bao co thé co.

Vé phia trong ché d6, 6ng Nhu va vo ning né chi trich
ong Di¢m da nhuong bd ap luc Phat Gido. Ba Nhu cong khai
ché giéu cudc tu thiéu 1a “nudng thit,” td céo cac lanh dao Phat
Gi4o bi tra tron boi ngudi Cong san, va mo ta cac cudc biéu tinh
la do Viét Cong kich dong. Ca dng Nhu va vg ra sirc cong khai,
va riéng tu, 1am suy yéu cac nd lyc von di yéu cua ong Diém
trong viéc twong nhuong véi Phat Tu, va co tin don khoi sy
loan ra trong thang 7 rang ong Nhu dang xem xét mot ci dao
chanh 1at d6 ong anh.

M6t Ban Panh Gia Tinh Bao Qudc Gia Dic Biét dé
ngay 10-7-1963 két luan véi tién doan rang néu ché do ong
Diém khong lam gi dé thuc hién ban Théng Cao Chung 16-6-
1963 va lam diu ngudi Phat Ti, nhiéu phéan 14 nhitng cudc biéu
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tinh trong mua hé s& lan rong v6i nhidu kha ning s& c6 mot nd
luyc ddo chanh tr nguoi khong cong san (LND: Ban Panh Gia
Tinh Bdo Qudc Gia Pic Biét nay da dich & Thu Vién Hoa Sen
http://tinyurl.com/TVHS-TBDB).

(H6 so 21) Vao gilra thang 8-1963, mot tuan trude khi
6ng Nhu tung ra cudc tong bd rap nhdm vao cac chua & Sai Gon
va noi khac, S¢ Tinh Bao Tinh Bao Trung Uong Hoa Ky CIA
dd bat ddu nhan thdy co bat man biéu 16 trong gidi cong chirc
va quan nhan:

“Ttr khi nhitmg mau thuan giita Phat Tir va chd do ong
Diém bung phat ngay 8-5-1963, da c6 mot loat cac ban phuic
trinh cho thay khong chi sy muu tinh va bay t6 bat min ting
day dac gitta nhimg nguoi khong Cong San trudc gid van chi
trich 6ng Diém, ma su bt 6n hién 10 tré lai va sy cim ghét ngay
cang ting trong gidi cong chirc va quan nhan vé cach 6ng Diém
xtr Iy vé mau thuan nay.”

Ban danh gia nay tiép tuc mo ta chi tiét nhiéu tin don,
xuat hién it nhat tir cudi thang 6, vé cac &m muu dao chanh.
Nhung 6ng Nhu, trong mot hanh dong tdo bao nham gay kinh
hoang nhiing ngudi 4&m muu dao chanh, va d¢& 1am ho bét ngo,
da triéu tap cac tudng lanh cao cip vao ngay 11-7-1963, ning
né khién trach ho da khong c6 hanh dong nao dé de bep su ndi
loan, va chét van sy trung thanh cua ho ddi voi ché do6. Hanh
dong ctia 6ng Nhu nhu duong da tam thoi lam khyung lai tat ca
cac ké hoach vé& mot cudc 1at 6. CIA cling bdo cao vé tin ddn
rang chinh 6ng Nhu dang 1én ké hoach mot “cudc dao chanh
gia” dé thu hut ra va roi dan ap ngudi Phat T.

Trong thang 8-1963, Phat Tu hoat dong téi muc cang
thang méi; cc vi su ty thidu vao ngay 5, ngay 15, va ngay 18.
Khong khi chinh tri ciang thang tai Sai Gon vao giita thang 8-
1963 cho cac nha quan sat Hoa Ky thiy rang cudc cham tran
dang dlen tién. Tuy nhién, khi cudc cham tran xay ra, trong
cudc tong bd rap ngay 21-8-1963 nhim vao cac chua, cac nha
ngoai giao Hoa Ky hoan toan bat ngo.

HET BAN DICH
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NGUYEN VAN

The Pentagon Papers
Gravel Edition
Volume 2
Chapter 4, ""The Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem, May-
November, 1963," pp. 201-276.
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1971)

Section 1, pp. 201-232

(SNIPPED)

Il. THE BUDDHIST CRISIS: MAY 8-AUGUST 21

A. THE CRISIS ERUPTS

The incident in Hue on May 8, 1963, that precipitated
what came to be called the Buddhist crisis, and that started the
chain of events that ultimately led to the overthrow of the Diem
regime and the murder of the Ngo brothers, happened both
inadvertently and unexpectedly. No one then foresaw that it
would generate a national opposition movement capable of
rallying virtually all non-communist dissidence in South
Vietnam. More importantly, no one then appreciated the degree
of alienation of Vietnam's people from their government, nor
the extent of the political decay within the regime, a regime no
longer capable of coping with popular discontent.

The religious origins of the incident are traceable to the
massive flight of Catholic refugees from North Vietnam after
the French defeat in 1954. An estimated one million Catholics
fled the North and resettled in the South. Diem, animated, no
doubt, by religious as well as humanitarian sympathy, and with
an eye to recruiting political support from his coreligionists,
accorded these Catholic refugees preferential treatment in land
redistribution, relief and assistance, commercial and export-
import licenses, government employment, and other GVN
largess. Because Diem could rely on their loyalty, they came to
fill almost all important civilian and military positions. As an
institution, the Catholic Church enjoyed a special legal status.
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The Catholic primate, Ngo Dinh Thuc, was Diem's brother and
advisor. But prior to 1962, there had been no outright
discrimination against Buddhists. However, among South
Vietnam's 3-4 million practicing Buddhists and the 80% of the
population who were nominal Buddhists, the regime's
favoritism, authoritarianism, and discrimination created a
smoldering resentment.

In April 1963, the government ordered provincial
officials to enforce a longstanding but generally ignored ban on
the public display of religious flags. The order came just after
the officially encouraged celebrations in Hue commemorating
the 25th anniversary of the ordination of Ngo Dinh Thuc, the
Archbishop of Hue, during which Papal flags had been
prominently flown. The order also came, as it happened, just
prior to Buddha's birthday (May 8)-a major Buddhist festival.
Hue, an old provincial capital of Vietnam, was the only real
center of Buddhist learning and scholarship in Vietnam and its
university had long been a center of left-wing dissidence. Not
surprisingly, then, the Buddhists in Hue defiantly flew their
flags in spite of the order and, when the local administration
appeared to have backed down on the ban, were emboldened to
hold a previously scheduled mass meeting on May 8 to
commemorate Buddha's birthday. Seeing the demonstration as a
challenge to family prestige (Hue was also the capital of the
political fief of another Diem brother, Ngo Dinh Can) and to
government authority, local officials tried to disperse the
crowds. When preliminary efforts produced no results, the
Catholic deputy province chief ordered his troops to fire. In the
ensuing melee, nine persons were Killed, including some
children, and fourteen were injured. Armored vehicles allegedly
crushed some of the victims. The Diem government
subsequently put out a story that a Viet Cong agent had thrown
a grenade into the crowd and that the victims had been crushed
in a stampede. It steadfastly refused to admit responsibility even
when neutral observers produced films showing government
troops firing on the crowd.
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Diem's mandarin character would not permit him to
handle this crisis with the kind of flexibility and finesse it
required. He was incapable of publicly acknowledging
responsibility for the tragedy and seeking to conciliate the angry
Buddhists. He was convinced that such a public loss of face
would undermine his authority to rule, oblivious to the fact that
no modern ruler can long ignore massive popular disaffection
whatever his own particular personal virtues may be. So the
government clung tenaciously to its version of what had
occurred.

The following day in Hue over 10,000 people
demonstrated in protest of the killings. It was the first of the
long series of protest activities with which the Buddhists were
to pressure the regime in the next four months. The Buddhists
rapidly organized themselves, and on May 10, a manifesto of
the Buddhist clergy was transmitted to the government
demanding freedom to fly their flag, legal equality with the
Catholic Church, an end of arrests and freedom to practice their
beliefs, and indemnification of the victims of the May 8th
incident with punishment for its perpetrators. These five
demands were officially presented to President Diem on May
15, and the Buddhists held their first press conference after the
meeting. Publicized hunger strikes and meetings continued
throughout May, but Diem continued to drag his feet on
placating the dissenters or settling issues. On May 30, about 350
Buddhist monks demonstrated in front of the National
Assembly in Saigon, and a 48-hour hunger strike was
announced. On June 3, a demonstration in Hue was broken up
with tear gas and several people were burned, prompting
charges that the troops had used mustard gas. On June 4, the
government announced the appointment of an interministerial
committee headed by Vice President Tho to resolve the
religious issue, but by this time such gestures were probably too
late. Large portions of the urban population had rallied to the
Buddhist protest, recognizing in it the beginnings of genuine
political opposition to Diem. On June 8, Mme. Nhu exacerbated
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the problem by announcing that the Buddhists were infiltrated
by communists.

Throughout the early days of the crisis, the U.S. press
had closely covered the events and brought them to the attention
of the world. On June 11, the press was tipped off to be at a
downtown intersection at noon. Expecting another protest
demonstration, they were horrified to witness the first burning
suicide by a Buddhist monk. Thich Quang Duc's fiery death
shocked the world and electrified South Vietnam.

Negotiations had been taking place between Vice
President Tho's committee and the Buddhists since June 5, with
considerable acrimonious public questioning of good faith by
both sides. After the suicide, the U.S. intensified its already
considerable pressure on the government to mollify the
Buddhists, and to bring the deteriorating political situation
under control. Finally, on June 16, a joint GVN-Buddhist
communique was released outlining the elements of a
settlement, but affixing no responsibility for the May 8 incident.
Violent suppression by the GVN of rioting the next day,
however, abrogated the spirit of the agreement. The Nhus, for
their part, immediately undertook to sabotage the agreement by
secretly calling on the GVN-sponsored youth organizations to
denounce it. By late June, it was apparent that the agreement
was not meant as a genuine gesture of conciliation by Diem, but
was only an effort to appease the U.S. and paper over a steadily
widening fissure in internal politics.

The evident lack of faith on the part of the government
in the June 16 agreement discredited the conciliatory policy of
moderation that the older Buddhist leadership had followed
until that time. In late June, leadership of the Buddhist
movement passed to a younger, more radical set of monks, with
more far-reaching political objectives. They made intelligent
and skillful political use of a rising tide of popular support.
Carefully planned mass meetings and demonstrations were
accompanied with an aggressive press campaign of opposition
to the regime. Seizing on the importance of American news
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media, they cultivated U.S. newsmen, tipped them off to
demonstrations and rallies, and carefully timed their activities to
get maximum press coverage. Not surprisingly, the Ngo family
reacted with ever more severe suppression to the Buddhist
activists, and with acrimonious criticism and even threats to the
American newsmen.

Early in July, Vice President Tho's committee
announced that a preliminary investigation of the May 8
incident had confirmed that the deaths were the result of an act
of Viet Cong terrorism. Outraged, the Buddhists denounced the
findings and intensified their protest activities. On July 19,
under U.S. pressure, Diem made a brief two-minute radio
address, ostensibly an expression of conciliation to the
Buddhists, but so written and coldly delivered as to destroy in
advance any effect its announced minor concessions might have
had.

Within the regime, Nhu and his wife were severely
criticizing Diem for caving in under Buddhist pressure. Mme.
Nhu publicly ridiculed the Buddhist suicide as a "barbecue,"
accused the Buddhist leaders of being infiltrated with
communists, and construed the protest movement as Viet Cong
inspired. Both Nhu and his wife worked publicly and privately
to undermine Diem's feeble efforts at compromise with the
Buddhists, and rumors that Nhu was considering a coup against
his brother began to circulate in July.

A U.S. Special National Intelligence Estimate on July 10
concluded with the perceptive prediction that if the Diem
regime did nothing to implement the June 16 agreement and to
appease the Buddhists, the likelihood of a summer of
demonstrations was great, with the strong possibility of a non-
communist coup attempt. [Doc. 21] By mid-August a week
before Nhu launched general raids on Buddhist pagodas in
Saigon and elsewhere, the CIA had begun to note malaise in the
bureaucracy and the army:

Since the Buddhist dispute with the Diem government
erupted on 8 May, there have been a series of reports indicating
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not only intensified plotting and grumbling among Diem's
traditional non-Communist critics, but renewed restiveness and
growing disaffection in official civilian and military circles over
Diem's handling of the dispute.

This estimate went on to detail numerous rumors of
coup plots in existence since at least late June. But Nhu, in a
bold move designed to frighten coup plotters, and to throw them
off guard, had called in the senior generals on July 11,
reprimanded them for not having taken action to squelch revolt,
and questioned their loyalty to the regime. Nhu's move seemed
to have temporarily set back all plans for an overthrow. CIA
also reported rumors that Nhu himself was planning a "false
coup" to draw out and then crush the Buddhists.

In August, Buddhist militancy reached new intensity;
monks burned themselves to death on the 5th, 15th, and 18th.
The taut political atmosphere in Saigon in mid-August should
have suggested to U.S. observers that a showdown was on the
way. When the showdown came, however, in the August 21
raids on the pagodas, the U.S. mission was apparently caught
almost completely off guard.

B. THE U.S. "NO ALTERNATIVES TO DIEM"
POLICY
(SNIPPED)
(Nguon:
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/pent6.htm)
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PHAT GIAO VA CUQC CHINH BIEN
1-11-1963 QUA CAC TU LIEU GIAl MAT
CUA BQ NGOAI GIAO, QUOC PHONG &

CUC TRUNG UONG TiNH BAO MY

Tam Digu

Cong cudc tranh ddu doi quyén binh dang tén gi4o cua
Phat Gido Viét Nam bat dau & Hué véi cai chét cua tdm Phat tir
dém 8/5/1963 tai dai phat thanh, rdi cudc tu thiéu cua Hoa
Thugng Thich Quang Birc ngay 11/6/1963 tai Sai Gon va chién
dich “nuéc 1d” téng tin cong chla chién toan quéc dém 20 rang
ngay 21/ 8/1963. Ba bién ¢ lich sir quan trong cia phong trao
Phat Gido tranh ddu nay dan dén cudc khing hoang chinh tri
tram trong kéo dai nira nim va két thiic bang cudc chinh bién lat
d6 chinh quyén ciia Tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém.

Khoi dau tir ngay tir 8-5-1963 va cham dirt vao dém 20
thang 8 nam 1963 1a cugc tranh ddu caa Phat Giao, tiép sau
do 1a cugc cach mang toan dién cua hoc sinh, sinh vién, va
quan dan Mién Nam Viét Nam.

Ké tir nim 1963 dén nay (thdng 11ndam 2013) 1a tron
nira thé ky. Nam muoi nim tréi qua, mot thoi gian du dai dé
con nguoi ¢6 thé lang diu tAm tu va cac kho luu trir tai liéu mat
cua cac bo Ngoai Giao, Qudc Phong, va cuc Tinh bdo Trung
Uong Hoa Ky cling da giai mat cho cong ching tu do vao xem
dé moi nguoi c6 thé nhin lai lich sir ngay 1-11-1963 mot céch
rd rang.

May min thay ching ta c6 thé tiép can cac kho luu trit
tai liéu ndy mot cach dé& dang qua mot sé ban dich Viét ngir
duoc dich rat nghiém tdc bai hai dich gia Nguyén Giac va
Nguyén Kha. Nhiing ban dich nay dwoc hai dich gia tuyén dich
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tir nhitng tai liéu chinh thic c6 d6 kha tin cao va khach quan
(thdng tin néi bé ding dé 1am viéc-operational, khdng cé tinh
cach tuyén truyen), bao gdm phuc trinh kin, mat va tdi mat, bién
ban chinh thic caa nhirng thao luan noi bo, dién van trao déi
hang ngay giira Bo Ngoai Giao, B6 Quéc Phong, Toa Bach Oc,
Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong ¢ Washington va toa Pai st Hoa Ky
& Sai Gon. Nhirng tai liéu nay da dugc Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
giai mat va xuit ban thanh 5 tap véi twa dé: Foreign Relations
of the United States, 1961-1964 (Bang giao qudc té cia Hoa
Ky, 1961-1964), thuong duoc gidi nghién ctu biét va sir dung
dudi tén goi (acronym) “FRUS”. Thém vao d6 1a hd so toi mat
vé Cudc Chién Viét Nam “The Pentagon Papers” do Uy ban
Pic nhiém Nghién cau vé Viét Nam cia B6 Qudc Phong
nghién ctru, soan thao va xuit ban thanh 4 tap.

Qua ndi dung céc ban dich d6, chung ta c6 thé biét dugc
nhitng gi thyc sy da xay ra trong nhirng ngay trudc va sau cudc
chinh bién 1-11- 1963.

Trudc khi gidi thiéu toan bo cac ban dich, ching téi man
phép tom luge vai diém ghi nhan quan trong cua chinh cac dich
gia, theo dién bién sy kién. Phan chi tiét, xin moi quy doc gia
mé céc links lién he dé xem ban dich Viét va d6i chiéu véi cac
ban anh copy tir cac van ban nguyén gbc bang tiéng Anh dinh
kem.

BIEN CO NGAY 8-5-1963 TAlI HUE

Trudc hét 1a cac dién van trao doi gita Toa Lanh Sy My
& Hué, Toa Pai St Hoa Ky & Sai Gon, va Bo Ngoai Giao My ¢
tha d6 Washington trong dém xay ra bién cé 8/5/1963 tai dai
phét thanh Hué. Piém quan trong trong bién c6 nay 1a ai da
bian sing va ném lyu dan vao dam déng truwée dai phat
thanh dém 8/5/1963. Theo dién véan béo cdo vé Washington,
dia phuong quén dudi quyén Thiéu Ta Pho Tinh Truong Bang
S§ dd nd sing va ném lyu dan (dién van s6 116). Tuy nhién,
trong mot dién van khac ong Pai st Nolting, sau khi hoi kién
v6i TT Ngo Dinh Diém cho biét 6ng Diém tin ring Viét Cong
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hoic thanh phan bat ¢ong chinh kién da ném lyu dan vao dam
déng. (dién van s6 131). [01]

Tiép theo cac dién van trao ddi 1a ban phic trinh cua
Trung Uong Tinh Bao (CIA) & Washington bao céo 1én Téng
Théng My Vé Cudc Tham Sat Hué 1963, trong d6 ghi rang, khi
giai tan dam dong 3,000 Phat Tu, trach nhiém tham séat tai
Pai Phat Thanh Hué |a do 3 lwe lwong: canh sat, Dan Vé va
quén ddi. HO so CIA noi day ciing ndi: chinh sach cua chinh
phu 6ng Diém la thién vi Thién Chua Gido, nhung Phat Tu
truéc gio van lang I& chiu dung, cho téi khi xay ra bién dong
Hué. [02]

CUQC TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA PEM 20-8-1963

Su kién tai Hué ngay 8 thang 5 nam 1963 — mot sy kién
dan toi nhimg gi dugc goi la cuoc khing hoang Phat gido va
khoi sy cho mot chudi sy kién da tan cung dan toi viéc dao
chéanh 1at d6 ché d6 Ngo Pinh Diém — da xay ra mot cach tinh
co va bat ngd theo su nhan dinh caa 36 nha phan tich caa My vé
tinh hinh Phat Gido Viét Nam thoi gian tir ngay 8-5-1963 tai
ngay 21-8-1963 trong hd so The Pentagon Papers.

Ciing theo tai liéu nay thi nguyén nhan xay dén chudi su
kién nay la do chinh quyén Ngo Dinh Diém da biét dai Thién
Chua Gido va ky thi Phat Gido. [03]

Va céc nd lyc hoa giai giira Phat Giéo va chinh quyén da
khong thanh céng. Thong Cao Chung 16-6-1963 khong duoc
6ng Diém thyc thi vi bi dng ba Nhu phé hoai; Cao diém sy tréo
trg cia chinh pha Ngoé Dinh Diém la cudc tong tan cong chua
chién toan qudc dém 20 rang ngay 21-8-1963, bit 1.400 nha su
trong d6 c6 hai vi lanh dao Phat Gi4o cao cip la Hoa Thuong
Thich Tinh Khiét (Hgi chu cia Téong Héi Phdt gido Viét Nam)
va Thuong Toa Thich Tam Chau (Chu tich Uy ban Lién phai
Bdo vé Phdt Giao).

Diéu déng chu y 1a trong suét nim 1963, chinh 6ng Nhu
da doat quyén 6ng Diém dé dbi pho véi cudc khung hoang Phat
gido dang cang liic cang lan rong nho duoc sy tiép tay cua céc
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luc lugng quan ching khac. Tham chi 6ng Nhu con cho éng
Diém 1a nguoi nhu nhuoc va “da biéu 16 sw chong doi ménh liét
6ng Diém va chinh phu cia 6ng ta” d&én muc dy dinh dao chanh
6ng Diém (FRUS 256 - Bdn Ghi nhé cia Phé Gidam doc Ké
hoach CIA Helms, ngay 16-8-1963, gui Phu ta Ngogi truong
Hilsman [04]). Ong Nhu di thim do nhimg diéu kién dam phan
so khoi véi lanh dao Cong san & Ha Noi (theo Death of a
Generation, Howard Jones, Oxford University Press, 2003
[05]), da ting thiét 1ap danh s&ch vién chiic My s& bi 6ng 4m sat
(FRUS 68 - DBién vin ciia Giam Déc Phong Tinh Bao va Nghién
Ctru Thomas Hughes trinh [én Ngoai Truéng Hoa Ky ngay 6-9-
1963 [06]), da tuyén bd véi nhat bao Y L Expresso ngay 3-10-
1963 s& “cat dau” Pai st (cha vo) Tran Vin Chuong (FRUS
186 - Dién vin s6 POL 15S VIET cua Pai st Cabot Lodge guri
cho Bo Ngoai Giao ngay 7-10-1963 [07]),... Ly giai cho nhiing
dong thai dién cudng d6 cua 6ng Nhu, cac vi Pai dién Ba Lan
tai Uy hoi Quéc té Kiém soat Pinh chién ICC la Mieczylaw
Maneli, Chanh Vin phong Phii Tong thong Vo Vian Hai, Bo
truong Phu t&4 Quéc phong Nguyén Pinh Thuan déu cho 1a dng
Nhu bi bénh tdm than, &m anh bai bénh hoang tuéng ... Vao
giai doan d6, Nhu sa vao vong nghién ngdp va diéu dé da day
ong ta dén nhiing trang thai cuc doan... Newoi ta bdt dau thay
nhizng dau hiéu dién loan trén mdt éng ta, nhin bar déng nhu ké
méng du, véi mét nu cuoi lgnh 1ang co hizu ...” (theo Roger
Hilsman, To Move A Nation, Doubleday Inc. and Co., New
York 1967, trang 480 [08])

Khong khi chinh tri cang thing tai Sai Gon tir ngay Hoa
Thuong Thich Quang Bic tu thiéu dén giita thang 8-1963 da
cho cac nha quan sat Hoa Ky thiy rang cudc tranh chap giira
Phat Gi4o va chinh quyén dang dién tién. Tuy nhién, khi cudc
cham tran xay ra, trong cudc tong tan cong dém 20 rang ngay
21-8-1963 nham vao cac chua véi 1énh thiét quan luat trén toan
mién Nam, c4c nha ngoai giao Hoa Ky da hoan toan bat ngo.

Ho ciing nhan dinh Quan d6i VNCH bat man vi bi dan
chung d6 toi tin cdng cac chua, trong khi thuc té quan doi
khéng biét gi vé viéc 6ng Ngo Dinh Nhu ra 1énh cho Dai T4 Lé
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Quang Tung dan Luc Luong Pic Biét bat ngd tin codng cac
chua va tin tac tinh bao cho biét ong Nhu da gai vii khi, chéat nd
vao chuia dé vu va.[09] Va chinh My ciing bat man vi 6ng Diém
khdng hoa giai véi Phat Gido, va chinh tran tong tan cong céac
chua chién di xé bo ban Théng Cao Chung 16-6-1963 mang
chit ky cua hai nha ldnh dao, Hoa Thuong Thich Tinh Khiét va
Téng Thong Ngo Binh Diém.

CUQC PIEU TRA CUA PHAI POAN LIEN HIEP QUOC -
PHUC TRINH A/5630

Ngay 4-9-1963, 14 nudc bao gdm Afghanistan, Algeria,
Cambodia, Ceylon, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Méng Co,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Trinidad va
Tobago (sau d6, thém hai nuéc Mali va Nepal) dua van dé Phat
giao Viét Nam ra trudc Dai Hoi D(‘)ng Lién Hiép Quéc (LHQ)
v6i noi dung cao bugc chinh quyen Viét Nam Cong hoa vi
pham céc nguyén tic cua Hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudc.

Mot thang sau, ngay 4/10/1963, Viét Nam Cong hoa giri
thu 1én Pai Hoi dong Lién Hiép Qudc moi mot phéi doan sang
Viét Nam diéu tra vé tinh hinh t6n gi4o tai Viét Nam. Cudi
thang Mudi, Lién Hiép Qudc cir phai doan gom 16 thanh vién
dai dién 7 quoc gia Afghanistan (trudng phai doan), Brazil,
Ceylon, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Morroco va Nepal sang Viét
Nam diéu tra tim hiéu sy that. Phai doan dén Phi truong Tan
Son Nhit toi 24-10-1963, va bat dau tir hom sau chi tiép xdc
cac gidi chirc chinh quyén va phong van cé&c nhan ching trong 6
ngay (ma riéng 2 ngay cudi tuan la 26 va 27/10 thi phan Ion
thoi gian phéi doan & khach san doc tai liéu). Cudc diéu tra két
thic sém hon dy liéu khi ché d6 Diém bi lat d6 vao dung ngay
I& Cac Thanh (Toussaint, 1- 11) cua Cong giao, ngay ma tat cac
co quan chinh phi dugc nghi I€. Va phai doan roi Sai Gon ngay
3-11-1963.

C6 ba tai liéu chinh thac caa Lién Hiép Quéc va mot
cong trinh nghién ciru dai hoc lién quan dén cudc diéu tra vé
dan ap Phat gido tai Nam Viét Nam cua LHQ:
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- Tai liéu A/5630 - Phic trinh cua Phai doan Diéu tra
Lién Hiép Qudc tai Nam Viét Nam, hoan tit ngay 7-12-1963.
(Document A/5630 - Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding
Mission to South Viet-Nam)

- P& muc Thao luan sé 77 (Agenda ltem 77)

- Bién ban Buéi hop Khoang dai thit 1280 ciia Dai
Hoi dong LHQ, Phién hop thtr 18, ngay 13-12-1963 (United
Nations General Assembly, Eighteen Session, 1280™ Plenary
Meeting — Official Records)

- Khao luan in thanh sach “M@t Cao Uy Lién Higp
Quadc vé Nhan Quyén” (A United Nations High Commissioner
For Human Rights) cua Gidao su Roger Stenson Clark, do
Martinus Nijhoff (Hoa Lan), xuat ban nim 1972.

Ca 4 tai liéu nay déu c6 mot két luan gidng nhau: DU thu
thap dugc mot sb dir kién o ca hai phia chinh quyén va phia nan
nhan Phat gi4o, nhung Phiic trinh A/5630 cua Lién Hiép Quéc
da chwa dwa ra mot két luan khiang dinh hay pha dinh nao
trong cudc diéu tra vé dan ap Phat gi4o tai Viét Nam vi cudc
diéu tra chua hoan tat do bién ¢ 1-11-1963 xay ra trong lic do.
Gi4o su Roger Clark tom tat mot cach chinh xac nhu sau trong
Khao luan cua minh:

“It arrived in Saigon in late October and heard a
number of witness. Unfortunately for the scholar, the affair
ended inconclusively as a result of the successful coup against
President Diem that took place while the Mission was in
Saigon”. (Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thang Muoi va da
nghe mot s6 nhan ching. Khéng may cho cac hoc gia, cong
viéc bi két thic dang dé vi cudce dao chanh Téng théng Diém da
thanh cong khi Phai doan dang & Sai Gon) [10]

CUQC CHINH BIEN 1-11-1963

Piém quan trong trong cac tai liéu néi vé cudc chinh
bién 1-11-1963 Ia ai khéi xwéng va lap ké hoach dao chanh.
Ong Henry Cabot Lodge, Pai sit Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, Tudng
Tran Van Pén hay Tuéng Duong Vin Minh?
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Theo dién van cta Thu Truéong Ngoai Giao George Ball
guri ong Lodge dé ngay 24-8-1963 mang sb 243 cho biét éng da
chi thi cho Dai sir Lodge phai &p luc 6ng Diém gat bé dng ba
Nhu ra khoi chinh phi, nghia 1a van s& duy tri Pé Nhit Cong
hoa va riéng 6ng Diém van lam Téng Théng, va néu diéu kién
nay khong thoa dang thi duoc hiéu 1a My dong y mét “su thay
thé” lanh dao tai mién Nam.[11][12]

Theo Ban Ghi Nh¢ viét ngay 30 thang 7-1966 ctia Bo
Ngoai Giao/CIA gui Toa Bach Oc ghi trong tai liéu “Chinh
quyén Johnson nhin lgi Bién co 1-11-1963” [13] thi My khong
can noi cudc dao chanh vén di manh nha tir truéc ngay ong
Nhu ha lénh tong tan cong chia chién 20-8-1963 nhu (1) Trung
Ta PS Khic Mai, Tham Muu Truong Khong Luc VNCH, da
bay to v dinh van dong mot cudc 1at dé nha Ngo; v dinh nay
duoc ghi lai trong dién van 165, dé ngay 11-6-1963, do Toa Dai
Str My giri vé Bo Ngoai Giao; va (2) theo Ban Ghi Nhé sé 118
dé ngay 16-9-1963, viét boi Paul M. Kattenburg, Phé Giam Dbc
Pong Nam A Su Vu tai Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky cho biét di ¢
thém mot s6 (it nhdt 1a 10) 4am muu dao chanh khéc, van dong
tir phia cac si quan cip ta va nhiéu lanh ty dang phéi, ké ca
nhitng cong su vién than tin caa 6ng Diém. Trong nhitmg nguoi
tham dy am muu 1at 46 nha Ngd c6 cyu Dai st Tran Vin
Chuong, than phu cta ba Ngo Pinh Nhu. Ngoai ra Tuéng Lé
Vin Kim ngay 23-8-1963, da gap Rufus Phillips, Giam déc
USOM Rural Affairs, va noi rang quan doi VNCH da sin sang
dao chanh dé lat d6 ché do nha Ngo vi d6 1a cach duy nhat dé
giir 10ng dan — vi quan d6i va dan chung déu bat man tot do khi
Phat Giéo bi dan ap.

Nhu thé, qua céc tai liéu da giai mat, ngudi doc c6 thé
thy rd rang cudc dao chanh 1-11-1963 nham lat d6 ché do Ngd
Dinh Diém khong khai ngudn tir xui giuc caa bat ky ngoai nhan
nao, ké ca tir Hoa Ky. Piéu nay duogc thay trong phan két luan
cia Ban Ghi Nhé viét ngay 30 thang 7-1966 cia Bo Ngoai
Giao/CIA giri Toa Bach Oc néi ¢ trén va theo mot tai liéu khac
tir kho luu trir hd so cua Uy Ban Bdac Tuyén Thwong Vién Hoa
Ky cho biét, truge cude dao chanh mot ngay, chinh quyén Hoa
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Ky & Washington bi nhiéu &p lyc tir vién tuéng Tu Lénh
MACYV Harkins phan dbi tat ca nhiing &m muu dao chanh éng
Diém va tir C6 van An Ninh Quéc gia Hoa Ky néi Lodge nén
khuyén céo (cac tuéng 1anh Viét Nam) nén hay bé dao chanh va
Pai st Lodge dién vin vé My ngay 30-10-1963 ndi rang chuyén
dao chanh hoan toan nam trong tay phia nguoi Viét, con My
khong can ngin gi duoc. Ciing trong ngay d6, Tudéng Tran Vin
Dén htra s& tiét 16 ké hoach dao chanh cho Pai st Lodge biét 4
gio ddng ho trude khi dao chanh khoi dong. Tuy nhién, vao
ngay 1-11-1963, Toa Dai st My chi dugc bao trudc 4 phut ma
thoi. [14]

Tam Diéu
Ban Bién TapTVHS

[01] CAC PIEN VAN TRAO POl GIUA HUE SAlI GON VA
WASHINGTON (Bién cb dém 8/5/1963 tai Hué)

[02] CIA BAO CAO TONG THONG MY VE CUOC THAM SAT HUE
1963

[03] THE PENTAGON PAPERS: BIEN DONG PHAT GIAO Tir Ngay 8-5
T6i 21-8-1963

[04] NGO DINH NHU MUON THAY THE ONG NGO DINH DIEM LAM
TONG THONG

[05] NGO BINH NHU THUONG THUYET VOI HA NOI

[06] PIEN VAN 68 NGAY 6-9-1963: NHU LAP DANH SACH AM SAT
VIEN CHUC MY

[07] VUA LE NGO DiNH DIEM VA CHUA TRINH NGO DiNH NHU
[08] VUA LE NGO DiNH DIEM VA CHUA TRINH NGO DiNH NHU

[09] PIEN VAN 274: CHIEN DICH TAN CONG CHUA

[10] PHUC TRINH A/5630 DA KET LUAN NHU THE NAO?

[11]CHIEN DICH TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA PEM 20-8-1963 VA
CAC HE QUA

[12] PIEN VAN 243 TOI MAT NGAY 24/8/1963

[13] CHINH QUYEN JOHNSON NHiN LAI BIEN CO 1-11-1963

[14] AP LUC GIO CHOT CUA MY BOI HUY BO CUQC LAT DO NHA
NGO
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http://thuvienhoasen.org/D_1-2_2-135_4-18883_5-50_6-1_17-92_14-1_15-1/ap-luc-gio-chot-cua-my-doi-huy-bo-cuoc-lat-do-nha-ngo.html#detail

Toan van sach nay luu ¢ Thu Vién Hoa Sen:
http://thuvienhoasen.org/
=> vao "Danh Muc Khéac"
=> vao "Phat Giao Viét Nam"
=>vao "PGVN 1963-1975"
=>vao "Cac ban dich tu kho dix liéu bd Ngoai Giao My..."
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